We did remember them

IT WAS A heartening sight to see the
biggest procession for many a year
march through the village on Remem-
brance Sunday. Led by the Cheshire
Police Band, the traffic stopped as
hundreds of villagers, young and old,
representing local youth groups, vet-
erans associations, village societies,
Borough and Parish Councillors and

Police Band marching onto the A56

many folk who simply wanted to show
their respect, made their way along
the A56 to St Paul’s. It was particu-
larly rewarding so see so many young
people taking part.
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Members of the local Beaver group

In a packed church, Rev Margaret
Saville led the Service of Remem-
brance, followed by a brief ceremony
at the War Memorial where ClIr Stuart

Chief Constable Peter Fahy

Hulse and Chief Constable Peter
Fahy were amongst those who laid
wreaths before marching back to
Lower Robin Hood Lane.
The Police Band gave the parade
a welcome sense of ceremony and
dignity, helping to swell the ranks of
this year’s procession. Perhaps the
daily news from Afghanistan and Iraq
also added to the village’s commit-
ment to remember them.
Marj Thoburn

Michael Owen signs on for Community Sports Club

ENGLAND FOOTBALLER Michael
Owen has signed for Helshy! He
won't be pulling on Helsby FC’s green
jersey, but he has agreed to be the
club’s patron as they step up their
quest for nearly £2.9 million funding
for the redevelopment of the club-
house and sports grounds.

Michael appears in a DVD to pro-
mote the club’s plans and secure
funding. He is behind the campaign
because he believes that involving
young people in sport can improve
their health and fitness and can keep
them out of trouble. There is a lot of
evidence that having sports and other
activities in an area helps to reduce
youth crime. Currently the only youth
sports facilities in the village are at the
Community Sports Club and that is
falling into disrepair.

V10

Michael Owen

Michael says of his own childhood: “If
| was down the park playing for a few
hours then it would stop me doing
something else. Who knows what that
something else might have been?”

Our village PCSO, Chris Mad-
docks, says “Anything that engages
youths is fantastic. Local youths who
engage in anti-social behaviour
always tell me they are bored. To
have some positive activities to be
part of would be a godsend. | am in
full support of this as | believe it will go
some way in reducing anti-social
behaviour.”

The club hope that having Michael
Owen as their patron will help show
potential funders just how committed
the club is towards this redevelop-
ment in the village. Certainly it's a real
coup for the club and for the village!

Helsby Reporter
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A selection of forthcoming events in the village. A Il contributions are

more than welcome - please contact the Editorson 7 24848 / 722304.

December 2007

Dec 11 "Henry VIII" speaker Ray Irving - Helsby WI

Dec 13 Christmas Fun Quiz - Helsby Community Sports Club (HCSC), 8pm

Dec 16 Service of Nine Lessons and Carols - St Paul's Church, 6pm

Dec 23 Crib and Christingle Service, 4.30pm

Dec 23 Carol Service - Methodist Church, 6.30pm

Dec 24 Christingle Service - Methodist Church, 4.00pm

Dec 24 Christmas Eve entertainment - HCSC, £4

Dec 24 Midnight Mass - St Paul's Church, 11.30pm

Dec 24 Christmas Eve Communion - Methodist Church, 11.30pm

Dec 25 Christmas Day Communion - St Paul's Church, 10am

Dec 25 Christmas Day Celebration - Methodist Church, 10.30am

Dec 31 New Years Eve entertainment - HCSC
Tickets £10. Bring Your Own Food!

January 2008

Jan 8 "Safe and Healthy Eating" - speaker Ms P Barlow - Helsby Wi

Jan 13 Healing Service - St Paul's Church, 6.30pm.

Jan 18 City of Chester Silver Band - St Paul's Church, 7.30pm.

Jan 20 Shell Four Villages Half Marathon - HCSC, 11am

Jan 31 "Reef and Rainforest" speaker David Cummings, Village Society
Community Centre, 7.30pm

February 2008

Feb 8 Village Produce Association AGM - Community Centre, 7.30pm

Feb 8 Helsby Factor The Winners - HCSC

Feb 12-14 Rugby Camp for Primary Children - HCSC, 11am-1pm

Feb 13 Lent Lunches - alternating between St Paul's and
Helsby Methodist Church, 12 noon

Feb 28 "A little bit of Borneo" speaker Gordon Farr, Village Society
Community Centre, 7.30pm

March 2008

Mar 27 "Experiences of a Butler" speaker Donald Lodge, Village Society
Community Centre, 7.30pm

Frank Thomas
Barbara Ginty
Marj Thoburn
Michelle Pickstock
Catherine Connor
Kevin Kennedy
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Editorial Team: New Recruits to the Team

722179

724848 WHO SAID “It pays to advertise”?
722304 Well, we did and it does!

722127 Michelle Pickstock joined us for
724625 the autumn issue and we are pleased
726534 to welcome to the Editorial Team for

this edition Catherine Connor and
Kevin Kennedy. Jane Bart hopes to
join us in 2008. Kevin has been
responsible for the layout of this
Christmas edition.

Thanks!
MANY THANKS TO
Growmore UK

(Kemira) who kindly
offered a used Dell
laptop to the team
which we gratefully
accepted.

IN BRIEF...

Helsby gets more lit up!

WE ALL REMEMBER what a differ-
ence the new Christmas lights made
last year to the festive feel in the
village. Well, there are more to come,
as the Parish Council has bought
seven more displays to enhance the
existing system. They will be run out
along Chester Road and should give
more residents a chance to benefit.

-
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Additional terminal boxes have to be
installed and our best Christmas
wishes must go to the Council Light-
ing Engineers at Backford for their
support in getting the show on the
road.

Peel plans protest tops 1600

HELSBY RESIDENTS can give them-
selves a pat on the back for rallying
objections to the Peel proposals for
the Resource Recovery Park on Ince
Marches.

Helsby News has sought the sta-
tistics from  Cheshire  County
Council's Planning Department and
has learnt that some 1683 objections
to the scheme have been received.
The major objections were from
Helsby (680) Frodsham (353) Elton
(305) and Ince (100). The remaining
245 objections came from towns and
villages across the area from as far
away as Warrington and St Helen's
and closer to home, Dunham and
Alvanley. The Public Enquiry will take
place on 4 March 2008.

HVAG Questionnaire
HELSBY VILLAGE
///////////// Action Group is cur-

/ rently analysing the
data from the returned
// questionnaires and will

publish a summary in a
later edition of Helsby
News.

Off the record, Helsby News has
learnt that, amusingly, the first analy-
sis seems to indicate that some
residents think that the re-establish-
ment of Homewatch has made life
“worse” in the village!!! Can they be
burglars?

Helsby Reporter
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County Community
Pride Competition

CHESHIRE CONSTABULARY
selected Helsby Parish Council as the
2007 winners of the Community
Safety Award at the Cheshire Com-
munity Council Community Pride
Celebration Night at Congleton on
Thursday 4 October.

The Chairman of the Council's
Environment Committee — Councillor
Terry O'Neill — and the Parish Clerk
Jeanette Hughes were delighted to
receive the trophy from Assistant
Chief Constable David Baines along
with a cheque for £250.

In its application the Parish Coun-
cil highlighted a number of initiatives
that have been introduced. These
included making £11,000 available
from its precept for the appointment

of a Police Community Support
Officer and Councillors and the
PCSO undertaking “Ward Walks” to
identify potential trouble spots such

Stuart Hulse and Terry O'Neill

as poor vehicle parking. The Council
was commended for helping set up
Police Surgeries and participating
actively in the bi-monthly Village

Community Safety Action Group. This
group attracts representatives from
Cheshire Constabulary, Cheshire
Fire Service, Cheshire County Coun-
cil and Vale Royal Borough Council.
Helsby also came third in the
Community Pride Competition for vil-
lages of 2,501-5,000 residents behind
Prestbury and Tarporley Parishes.
The Council has worked very hard to
keep Helsby looking at its best and
thanks must go to Vale Royal Bor-
ough Council for planting up the
village flower tubs and providing sum-
mer and winter plants for the local
station. The village also must thank
the efforts of the various residents
who have undertaken “litter picks”
and the three Council General Assist-
ants who have spent many hours
keeping areas such as the Cemetery,
Children’s Park and Parish Field in
good condition.
Frank Thomas

Sports Redevelopment Project
submits Funding Proposal

HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB has forward look-
ing and ambitious plans for the redevelopment of the
clubhouse and facilities and is seeking to raise £2.9 million
pounds. It has approached the Parish Council for funding
support. The proposal, which asks for a grant of £200,000,
was discussed at the November meeting of the Parish
Council.

Councillors were already aware that the building had
fallen into a poor state of repair prior to Vale Royal Bor-
ough Council handing it over for community use a couple
of years ago and that repair and expansion of the club-
house is not feasible. They are also aware that having new
facilities would make a real difference to the village and in
particular to its young people.

At recent Consultations Days in the village a significant

number of attendees reported wanting to see more sports
and recreation facilities in the village.
It is estimated that making such a grant would require the
Parish Council to take out a loan over 20 years and that
the increase to the annual council precept would be about
£8 a household. Helsby News has learnt that every house-
hold is likely to face other demands for increases in the
precept particularly from the fire and police services.
Costs to the Parish of being in a new Unitary Cheshire
Council are still unknown.

With this in mind the Parish Council has referred the
proposal to the Finance Committee for further more
detailed discussion of the project plans and funding fore-
casts. The committee has been asked to report back to a
future meeting of the full Parish Council.

Marj Thoburn

Going green at the Eco-Fair

OVER 200 PEOPLE attended the Eco-Fair at Helsby
Methodist Church over the weekend of 5 & 6 October.
Twenty-five organisations were there to give advice and
practical help, some selling products made from recycled
materials, such as vases made from beer-bottle glass.

AT

The Eco-Fair in full swing

Cheshire Energy Efficiency Advice Centre was busy
assessing people’s houses for energy efficiency, Cheshire
Wildlife Trust recruited new members and the Ashton
Hayes spokesperson explained the village's carbon neu-
tral status. ldeas were aired, networking abounded,
sustainable transport discussed - and the National Trust
gave a talk on ‘how to build a straw bale building’ having
just constructed one north of Windermere for use as a
meeting place and conference centre.

John Dearden, a member of the organising team, said
the church had two aims in mind for the Eco-Fair: to give
local people a one-stop shop on environmental and eco-
logical energy saving issues and to demonstrate that the
Church was keen to promote green issues on a practical
level. Following on from the Eco-Fair, the Church
premises are to have an environmental audit to check
energy efficiency.

Barbara Ginty

News is supported by Helsby Parish Council
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St Paul's News

Jigsaw Marathon
WHO WOULD have thought that putting together a
5000-piece jigsaw would raise more than £490 for St
Paul’s organ fund. Rev Margaret Saville and two others put
in a 12-hour stretch, frequently joined by others through the
day. The complicated puzzle ‘The Milkman’ wasn't finished
but now resides on someone’s floor very slowly being put
together so one day it can hopefully be seen. Supporters
and sponsors were thanked by Reverend Margaret.

Healing Services
THE CHURCH is expanding its healing ministry in 2008. A
healing prayer group praying for people who are ill was
established some time ago. On 13 January a healing serv-
ice will be held at 6.30 pm. The service will be a quiet,
reflective and prayerful time together with the laying-on-of-
hands for those who feel they would like to come forward.
The healing service will happen once every two months
and is open to anyone who wishes to come. Contact
Rev Margaret on 722151 for further information.

Helsby’s Heritage Map is slowly growing...

THINGS ARE COMING together slowly as there is a lot of
information to gather in. For the last couple of months Sue
and Catherine have been capturing much information on old
houses and events surrounding them. ‘Birdhirst’ and ‘The
Mount’ on Vicarage Lane swapped names at one time.
‘Birdhirst’, as we know it, was owned by the Crawford (biscuit)
family and employees used to come and spend holidays
there. The ‘Crawford girls’ were looked upon as film stars by
the Helsby locals and used to parade through the village in
their make up, posh clothes and high heels; some settled
here and married Helsby lads.

‘Bramblehurst’ on Old Chester Road was built in the early
1700s, and in the roof there is still evidence of reeds and
horse hair. These materials were used in conjunction with
others to construct houses built around this time. Lots of
history is emerging and several people have expressed inter-
est in providing more, if you were one of them, or have some
information that could be of use, please get in touch with
either Sue Lorimer (725227) or Catherine Connor (724625 or
catherineandpeter@btinternet.com).

Early in the New Year, we plan to launch the Helshy
Heritage Map on the Helsby Village Action Group web site
together with the initial pieces of history so far collected, and
Sue and Catherine will then build on this — with your help!

Awesome tales at the Village Society!

SEPTEMBER'S VISITING SPEAKER at the Helsby
Village Society was Hugh Beggs. His talk, ‘All the Fun
of the Orbit’ was about the effect of the planets on our
seasons, tides and weather.

Speaker Steven Nash entertained the October
meeting with his talk ‘Spiralling the Steppes’. This was
an account of his expedition, with a friend, to Outer
Mongolia. Steven described their unsupported crossing
of the Khangai Nuruu mountain range in Central Mon-
golia, using paragliders as their sole means of transport
the two intrepid pilots amazingly had to carry all they
needed to survive. An awesome tale!

Barbara Norgain

Speeding — an age-old problem!

IN DECEMBER the Parish Council agreed that six finger-
posts should be erected to warn motorists to drive slowly
though the village. However the County Council decided
not to implement the decision. THAT WAS IN DECEM-
BER 1909!

A load of Cobblers??

COBBLERS ROAD (just off Hill Road North), was appointed
as a private carriage road in the “Frodsham & Helsby Award
of Land 1797” for the use of the owners and occupiers of the
adjacent allotments of land, “to use it in any manner of
vehicle, cattle, horses and carriages etc at their own free
will”. (Cobblers Road leaves Hill Road North on the left
about 50 yards up and continues onto the Middle Walk,
along the side of Helsby Hill — where the Conker Caves are
located).

A small oval parcel of land at the junction of Cobblers
Road and Hill Road called “Cobblers Wife” was one of six
parcels of waste land designated in 1797 for common use
to extract marl, gravel and clay etc. This ties in with the
recollections in the WI Heritage Book which tells of “the
Sand Hole” where the sandman and his family lived by
hollowing out caves and selling sand round the district for
sanding floors. The 1861 census shows a family of Irish
peddlers called Walsh plus two Irish borders living in Sand
Hole. By 1871 the Walshes, including five children and three
Irish lodgers, had moved to Township Houses. The Parish
Council Minutes of 1910 records that the Township Cot-
tages were owned and repaired by the Parish Council.

Does anyone know where the Township
Houses/Cottages were, or are? Please contact Sue Lorimer
on 725227.

Sue Lorimer

A busy Autumn for the WI

VISITING SPEAKERS at Helsby Hillside WI in September
were Gill Pratt and Susan Lee, members of the Wirral and
Chester branch of Riding for the Disabled. The therapeutic
benefits of riding for disabled people, has been known for
thousands of years. Today, the Chester and Wirral Branch
provide 5,000 rides per year, for which they have to raise
around £25,000 per year during term time. There are over
700 groups worldwide and the president in our country is
Princess Anne. Many disabilities are catered for and
horses have a sixth sense when dealing with less able
riders.

Speaking at the October meeting was Mrs June Corner
who collects curiosities. ldentifying each object proved to
be most amusing for members. The collection ranged from
a Victorian fire extinguisher to a historic hearing aid; from
a milk bottle cooler to an instrument for ringing a pig’s
nose and even one item that Mrs Corner could not identify.
She had brought it along hoping that our ladies would
know what it was — we didn't!

Margaret Wright won the County Dominoes competi-
tion in September with a score well ahead of the runner-up.

Hosted by Helsby Hillside WI a fashion show in the
Community Centre on 11 October proved very popular.
Members modelled the garments for Imagination of
Tarvin. Pippa Randles and her team served refreshments.

Barbara Norgain
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Focus on.... Reverend Steve Santry

MEETING HELSBY and

Kingsley’'s new Methodist

Minister is like feeling a

breath of fresh air, for Rev-

erend Steve Santry is a

man with a lot of energy

and enthusiasm. With his

wife Lorna and children

Beth and Kieran, Steve

moved here in August from

Heswall and was immedi-

ately aware that he now

had a younger congregation and poten-
tially lots of opportunities to develop
new ways of reaching out into the com-
munity.

Born in Grimshy Steve orig-
inally trained and worked as
an architectural technician.
He was drawn to the minis-
try at the age of 18, training
alongside ordinands from
other denominations at the
Ecumenical College in Bir-
mingham. This experience
made him passionate about
exploring how best the
church can work and fit into
the community. He is particularly ener-
gised by working with young people, is
already involved with youth football and
in his old parish was a beaver and cub

leader. Steve describes himself as a bit
of a gregarious extravert who enjoys
people and being part of a team. He is
also a man of surprising talents; a brass
band trombone player with a penchant
for Glenn Millar, a long distance cyclist
who also enjoys sea fishing and when
he gets the chance the odd game of
golf. “We have settled well into the vil-
lage,” said Steve “The children are very
happy at Hornsmill and we have been
made to feel really welcome by the con-
gregation.”

Helsby News has no doubt that
Steve’s determinedly outreach
approach to his ministry will see him
much involved in village life and out and
about in the parish.

Marj Thoburn

Community Centre News

FOLLOWING A BRIEF closure the
lighting in the Community Centre and
the Library was replaced. Comments
from users so far range from “it's a
great improvement” to “they are pain-
fully too bright.” The latter may be a
reaction to quite how dim they were
previously!

The rooms continue to be used on
a regular basis by twenty different
users. A new user “Sing and Sign”
starts in January on Friday mornings.

Helsby VPA

THE VILLAGE PRODUCE Associa-
tion AGM will be held in the
Community Centre at 7.30pm on Fri-
day 8 February 2008. All members
are invited to attend. The VPA hut will
re-open for the season on Saturday
the 9 February 2008. If any members
want to get their seeds from Suttons
at a 25% discount there is still time to
do so. The order list closes at the end
of March.
Mike Culverhouse

Helsby & Elton Practice

Christmas/New Year Arrangements

Helsby & Elton Practice will be closed on Christmas Day, Boxing Day and
New Years Day. Over the Christmas and New Year period, patients are
requested to ensure that they have an adequate supply of any prescribed
medication. It would assist the Practice if patients could try to ensure that
requests for repeat prescriptions are made by Thursday 20 December in
time for Christmas and by Thursday 29 December in time for the New Year.

Patient Survey
Following analysis of the results of the Patient Survey recently undertaken
in the Practice, it would appear that patients are generally well satisfied with
the level of services. However, there were a number of recurring themes
highlighted by patients, namely on access issues such as the availability of
pre-booked appointments, and not always being able to obtain an appoint-
ment with a specific Doctor.

Attention is being given to these areas as a consequence and it is hoped
that changes can be made in the future. A summary of the Survey results
can be viewed in the Patient Waiting areas at both sites.

Practice Website

The Practice is currently developing a website that will act as a communica-
tions and information medium between patients and the Practice. Patients
will also be able to book or cancel appointments online and order repeat
prescriptions when the site is fully operational which is expected to be
sometime in January 2008.

Chris Ashbrook., Practice Manager

See-through shelters
for the High School

THERE REALLY IS nothing pleasant
about waiting for public transport in
dark and gloomy bus shelters. Our
Parish Council, in partnership with
Cheshire County Council and its ‘Bus
Shelter Scheme’, has recently set
about upgrading our old shelters and
replacing them with see through
ones. These new shelters protect you
from the elements but let you see
when your transport is turning up!

Now you see it... the new shelter

The Parish Council is sensibly
committed to encouraging us all to
make good use of public transport.
The latest additions have been
installed on either side of the road,
outside the High School and make a
big improvement on the old brick
ones. It's understood that the cost of
installing a shelter is about £10K, the
bulk of which is borne by Cheshire
CC. with the Parish Council covering
an eigth of the cost in the first year
and contributing to maintenance
costs thereafter.

Helsby Reporter
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ANTI-SOCIAL behav-
iour and parking
issues have again
been at the forefront
of our work. We are
currently looking into
the behaviour of one prolific nui-
sance shoplifter and will be applying
for an ASBO on this male.

5to 11 November has seen Road
Safety Week. | was asked by the
council to address complaints of
parking on Bates Lane area as
school is coming out. Everyone is
asked to be mindful of safety issues.

Chris’s
Crime

Column

weather means poorer road condi-
tions. The Western Rural area has
the highest incidents of road traffic
collisions in the county. Please take
care during the winter months. The
Christmas drink drive campaign will
be in operation and we encourage
people to inform us of offenders.
These people put everyone’s safety
at risk and need to be stopped.

As usual you can contact PC
Donna Beswick or me on 0845 458
6393 or email me on
christopher.maddocks@cheshire.pnn
.police.uk. To report an incident (e.qg.

sons), or
attention please call 0845 458 0000.

for immediate police
In an emergency always dial 999.
PCSO 20300 Chris Maddocks

This month’s Crime Prevention Tip

Be cautious walking home after
nights out during the Christmas
period. Think about how your

behaviour is being seen by oth-
ers in pubs/clubs. You may think
you are being funny, someone
else might not. Unexpected con-
flict can result. Better to avoid

Coming up to Christmas, with colder nuisance youths,

confrontation!

suspicious per-

Cemetery extension

FOR THE SECOND time Vale Royal Borough Council (VRBC)
Planning Committee has turned down an application from Helsby
Parish Council to turn part of the cemetery allotment area into an
extension to the burial ground.

The latest application was supported by detailed work under-
taken by RSK and had the support of the VRBC Planning Officer.
However, the Planning Committee was equally split and the
Committee Chairman gave his casting vote against the scheme.
The Parish Council will be re-submitting the application answer-
ing the objections raised at the meeting.

The cemetery land was purchased in 1901 with part of it
rented out as allotments after the Second World War, with the
intention that this area would be returned for burial use when
needed. This time is now fast approaching but the picture is
complicated as not only has one of the largest colonies of
slowworms in Cheshire, a protected species, taken up residence
around the allotments and cemetery but VRBC has designated
the particular piece of ground as an allotment under Section
RT5. The Parish Council had felt that both of these problems had
been overcome. Though some of the allotments holders had
objected to the scheme, the Parish Council believed that they
had made arrangements to satisfy their objections.

Post Office saved for now, but...

USE IT OR LOSE IT continues to be the watchword about our
village Post Office. In November, Post Office Ltd announced
details of the proposed closure of 66 branch Post Offices as
part of the Area Plan for Merseyside, Wirral and Cheshire.

Five branches were identified for closure in Vale Royal,
fortunately Helsby’s was not one of them. The nearest branch
earmarked for closure is at Overton, Frodsham, where a
consultation is already underway. If any of these branches
marked for closure manage to stay open an alternative from
the same area will instead be closed. So Helsby residents
must keep their fingers crossed for another few weeks.

It is important that residents ensure that they use the
services at the Chester Road branch in the village or any
future closure programme might identify Helsby. The Post
Office is not just about posting parcels and buying stamps.
Car owners are urged to re-tax their cars at the branch rather
than on line and make use of the financial, travel insurance
and foreign currency services.

The branch also has a shop element and a National
Lottery terminal which has seen a decline in business since
the opening of the Tesco shop. The message to readers
really has to be USE IT OR LOSE IT!

Frank Thomas

Frank Thomas

Good-bye to the Lollipop Lady

HAZEL OUGHTON retires on 21
December, having spent 30 years
wielding her large yellow lollipop out-
side Hillside County Primary School,
stopping the traffic and seeing chil-
dren safely across the road to school.

Hazel Oughton

A Puffin crossing replaces the
familiar ‘lollipop lady’ but many chil-
dren and parents will miss Mrs
Oughton’s happy smiling face.

Barbara Ginty

Parry People Mover

THE NORTH CHESHIRE Rail Users'
Group is exploring an initiative that
could increase the train service
between Helsby and Ellesmere Port.

The Parry People Mover is a light-
weight rail vehicle that might be able
to be used on our local line. Three
members of the group recently met
John Parry MBE, Chairman of John
Parry Associates, the company
responsible for the vehicle’s design.

A prototype vehicle is already
being tested on the Stourbridge Line.
Mr Parry reassured the Rail Users'
Group that the Helsby line was suita-
ble for the tram-like vehicle. He has
agreed to prepare some costings to
enable the group to prepare a discus-
sion paper to take to interested
parties in the hope of obtaining grants
to take the initiative further.

Frank Thomas

Fingerpost signs

YOU MAY HAVE noticed the new
Fingerpost Signs near Tesco and the
top of Station Avenue. Forged in Staf-
fordshire, we hope you agree that
they make a handsome feature to the
village.

One of the new fingerpost signs

The signs were paid for with a
£3,000 grant received from Cheshire
County Council and our grateful
thanks go to them and the Helsby
Village Action Group who applied for
the funds in the first place.

Jeanette Hughes, Parish Clerk
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Helsby has the X Factor!

A FANTASTIC NIGHT was had by all
at the Helsby Community Sports
Club’'s sell-out Helsby Factor
evening, held in a marquee in the club
grounds in September. Three hun-
dred people were treated to a musical
extravaganza, with nine fantastic
artistes delighting the audience with
numbers such as, ‘Spiderman,’
‘Nothing compares to you’ and ‘Mr
Bojangles’ to name just a few.

The evening started with a three
course meal before Lissa, the com-
pere for the evening, got the show
underway. The overall winner of the
'Helsby Factor’ was Jenny Williams,
whose song choices included, ‘Hero’,
'Dancing in the street’ and ‘Stronger
each day.” Second place went to
Dave Roberts, ‘The king of Swing’
whose numbers included rat pack
classics, ‘Come fly with me’ and

Dancing the night away

‘Spiderman.’ Third place was secured
by Laura Jane, who sang Sinead
O’Connor’'s ‘Nothing compares to
you'’ in the final. Following a final song
from winner, Jenny, guests danced
the night away until the early hours.

Auction winners!

For the club it was an ideal oppor-
tunity to kick start our redevelopment
project and dispel the myth that we
are just a member’'s only rugby or
working men’s club. It also demon-
strated our intention to be at the heart
of the village providing the type of
events that the community wants.

So many people helped in the plan-
ning of the Helsby Factor that it's not
possible to thank everyone. A men-
tion, however, must go to Pippa
Randles and the flower ladies, who
very kindly and at short notice,
dressed the tables with stunning
flower arrangements, Sandra and the

Members of the audience

bar staff, including the willing team of
waiters, and the 10 Bridge Clinic for
donating a signed Michael Owen
England shirt. The shirt was auc-
tioned on the night, with all proceeds
going towards the club’s redevelop-
ment fund.

Already we've been asked if this is
going to become an annual event...
well yes is the answer. The club will
definitely be holding another marquee
gala evening next autumn, though the
entertainment will be in a different
format. Watch this space!

STOP PRESS - Due to popular
demand, the club will be holding a
‘Helsby Factor — the winners’ night,
on Friday 8 February 2008. The
evening will feature the top three

artistes from the gala night. Tickets
will be available from the club early
in January. They are strictly limited to
100 so buy them early to avoid dis-
appointment. Tickets will cost £6.00
each and include a hot pot supper.

It's a bowling hatrick!

JUNIOR BOWLER Mark Poland
recently won the John Clements'
Junior Merit Trophy for the third
consecutive season. In fact Helsby
resident, Mark is the only winner

since the youth competition was
established by John three years
ago.

John set up the junior bowls
team following the club’s first open
day in 2004 when it became clear
there was a demand for a wider
range of youth activities at the club
and in the village. A team was
quickly formed and they are the only
junior team we know of playing in an
adult league. “This is quite an
achievement” comments John,
“People didn't think they would last
two minutes, but now they are in
their third year and we have more
youngsters joining all of the time.”

Contact John on 01928 722524

John with some of the junior bowls teamif you are interested in junior bowls.

Redevelopment news

THE CLUB's redevelopment plans got off
to a flying start this month as we learnt
that we had been successful in our bid for
£165,000 from the Rural Delivery Pro-
gramme administered by Vale Royal
Borough Council. The bidding began
almost two years ago and the club are
delighted that the hard work of many peo-
ple has now come to fruition.

Draft plans for the clubhouse design
have recently been produced and are now
being considered by the club as we con-
sult with each of the resident sections
over the next month. It's important that we
also ensure the plans have enough
capacity and flexibility for the future.

If you want to have a say contact
Michelle on 07856 177571 or emalil
info@helshysports.com. Look out in the
next edition for more fundraising news.

News is supported by Helsby Parish Council
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Snooker takes off

SATURDAY MORNING snooker sessions have really taken
off with junior village residents. Worried that there were no
new snooker players and wanting to get more people enjoy-
ing snooker, Pete Snelson and Rod Taylor set up weekly
‘introduction
sessions.” Open to anyone
over the age of 12, Pete
said, “Saturday mornings
are going better than we
could have hoped.” Hope-
fully new recruits will start
playing in friendly games
over the coming months.

Young snooker players

to snooker

Four Villages Half Marathon

ENTRIES ARE NOW being
accepted for this year’s half mar-
athon, which will take place on
Sunday 20 January 2008. This
scenic annual race organised by
Helsby Running Club starts from
the clubhouse at 11am and sup-
ports many local charities and
community groups. Come along
and support the runners and the

club. The race is always oversubscribed so if you want an
application form call into the club as soon as possible or
download one from www.helsbyrunningclub.org.uk.

Special Recognition for Freda

HELSBY TENNIS CLUB'S very own
Freda Parry was the Vale Royal Bor-
ough nominee, at the Cheshire and
Warrington Sports Partnership 2007
awards, in the category of ‘Special Rec-
ognition’ for ‘outstanding contribution.’
Following this notable achievement she
then competed against nominees from
across Cheshire, at a special awards
evening dinner, which was held on Fri-
day 19 October at Cranage Hall,
Holmes Chapel.

Though Freda didn't win on the
evening she had a ‘fantastic’ evening
accompanied by her daughter Jo, and
as a result of her nomination she was

Freda Parry and Tennis Chairman,
John Burke

invited to lunch with the Mayor on 31
October.

Freda was nominated by HCSC,
with the nomination being endorsed by
the Cheshire Lawn Tennis Association.

Michelle Pickstock, of the Development
Team said, “The club are highly delighted
that Freda was accepted as the Vale
Royal representative. Freda has dedi-
cated most of her life to tennis in the local
community and it is a notable achieve-
ment for both Freda and the club.”

Tennis Club president, Freda, was
nominated because of the unrelenting
commitment and dedication she has
demonstrated working within grass
roots tennis for almost thirty years.

One of her greatest achievements
came this year when she cut the ribbon
at the opening of the club’s new tennis
courts, having led the campaign to keep
the tennis club open and secure funding
for the new courts.

Coming up!

It's going to be a busy Christmas!
Starting with the Christmas Quiz on 13
Dec and Christmas Eve and New Year's
Eve entertainment. See Helsby Happen-
ings on page 2 for more details.

February half-term Rugby Camp
Tues 12, Weds 13,
Thurs 14 Feb 2008
from 11.00 am to 1.00
pm. For more details
or to book contact Elli-

ott McKinnell on 01606 867521 or

e-mail emckinnell@valeroyal.gov.uk.

Saturday Night Live

Come and enjoy our Saturday night
free entertainment at Helsby Commu-
nity Sports Club.
Non-members wel-
f come up to five
times as a guest.
The first Saturday
of the month is
Star Night, so get
there early!

Sport in brief...

Helsby FC pulled off a real shock
in the second round of the Umbro
sponsored Cheshire
Amateur Cup by beat-
ing reigning West
Cheshire League
champions West Kirby
4-3. Roll on the last 16!

The George Newby Club Pairs Cup
was won by P Thomas and D White,
who were triumphant over R Ratcliffe
and R Ellison in the final.

Bernard McLean won the Dick
Edmonson Men's Individual Tro-
phy, beating Keith Worral in the
final to take the trophy.

Web traffic...

...is on the increase. Since its
launch in June, the number of vis-
itors to our website has grown
month on month. All the latest
news and events can be found at

www.helsbysports.com

Helsby Parish Councillors
North Ward

Mr J A Gardener 722360
Miss S Crossley Jones 723115
Mrs E Williams 722227
Mr M Gilson 723519
Mr G Porter 725080
Central Ward

Mrs B Atkinson 722760
Mr T O’Neill 723205
Mrs P Holder 727384
Mr S Hulse 724272
Mr S Johnson 722297
South Ward

Mr M Bellairs 723816
Mr F Thomas 722179
Mr J Kerry 723399
Mr G Randles 724775
Mr B Foster 727392
Clerk

Mrs J Hughes 726433

Primrose Cottage, Back Lane,
Alvanley, WA6 9AN
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