HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL – Annual Report April 2008
It was a great pleasure to be elected as the Chair of Helsby Parish Council on Monday, 14th May 2007.  Helsby Parish Council is a Quality Parish Council and this is reflected in those who serve our community.  Parish Councillors do not receive any payment for the time they give to council matters.  They can claim only travelling expenses and several do not even do that.  Their reward is getting what is right for the village and its residents.

As a Quality Parish Council we have to be open, transparent and fair.  The public can and do attend the monthly Parish Council meetings and the six committees of the Council which meet at varying times throughout the year.  The minutes of our meetings are placed on the notice boards at several sites in the village.  They can also be viewed on the website of the Helsby Village Action Group at www.hvag.org.uk
Projects 2007/08.

1.
The refurbishment of the park and children’s play area is work in progress as we wait to see if we 
have got Lottery funding.

2.
The lighting of the bridge on the A56 by Tesco.  This work is imminent as match funding has been 
obtained.  There will be four lights on either side on the buttresses.

3.
Two goalposts have been erected on the parish field.  However, drainage problems caused by poor 
maintenance of the drainage dykes on the marsh has made the pitch unplayable.  We await a 
progress report from the Environment Agency.

4.
There was a litter pick on 5th April when 25 sacks of litter were collected.  These are now becoming 
bi-annual events.  Thank you to all the volunteers who were involved.

5.
Following a grant of £2664 from ex Bobby Mr Peter Wakley who had run discos many years ago and 
the money had been left in a forgotten bank account.  Talks have commenced with the Youth 
Service (Connexions) with a view to setting up a Youth Club in the village using this money.

6.
The Council voted to give a grant of £100K towards the rebuilding of the Helsby Community Sports 
Club.  This is on the condition that the Club provide an office and meeting place for the Parish 
Council for the next 20 years.  This will save the Parish Council having to extend the Community 
Centre at a cost of £70K.

7.
The Community Centre and the Committee Room have new low energy lighting fitted.  The Parish 
Council is in discussion with the Community Centre Management Committee regarding the 
refurbishment of the kitchen.  The lighting around the car park has also been improved after 
consultation with Cheshire County Council.

8.
This year we have had two more bus shelters in the village.  Both are situated outside the High 
School and replace old brick shelters.  There is only two of this type left in the village and hopefully 
these can be replaced in the near future.

9.
The Parish Council extended its existing Christmas Illumination display throughout the village and 
has budget provision in 
place to do the same for Christmas 2008.

To help with the above projects, the Parish Council sought and was successful in obtaining grants totalling more than £10K from nine different agencies.  This was in addition to the youth club money.

Highlights of the year.

This might sound a touch macabre but Remembrance Day Sunday, 11th November 2007 made me feel both emotional and proud.  The reason - for the first time in many years, we the Parish Council, marched with the local Guides, Scouts, Cubs and Beavers along with Ex-Servicemen and the Women’s Institute.  Leading was the band of the Cheshire Constabulary and with us the Chief Constable.  The Parish Church was full to bursting and the route was lined with villagers.  It really was a day to remember.
I was also privileged to attend the 100th Birthday celebration of Mrs Florrie Cordell, a resident of Loxley Hall, to whom I presented a bouquet of flowers on the Parish Council’s behalf.

The Parish Council entered the Cheshire-wide ‘Community Pride Competition’ and was awarded 3rd Place in the ‘Best-Kept Village’ with a population of 5,000 award category.  We were delighted to be the winners of the Cheshire Constabulary ‘Community Safety Award 2007’ and we were presented with a plaque and £250 by the Deputy Chief Constable.  The Parish Council purchased another plaque and they are now both on display at either end of the village.

2.
Planning

During the year 48 planning applications were received.  This was not many compared to previous years.  Two of the 48 were very big plans, not for the village but both were for the neighbouring Parish of Elton.  Just when we thought that Peel Holdings request was going away, the company put in a revised planning application.  This caused quite a stir as you can imagine.  Thanks to Cllr. O’Neill who took the plans and contacted the Parishes of Alvanley, Manley, Ince, Elton, Hapsford, Dunham on the Hill and Frodsham.  The result of Terry’s time and effort is that Helsby will lead on behalf of all the above parishes at the Public 
Inquiry being held at Forest Hills in May.  Cllr Barry Cowper of Elton has worked closely with Cllr. O’Neill in preparing the statement that will be presented to the Inquiry, for which I say thank you.

There was also a new planning application submitted by Quinn Glass, again at Elton, comprising of a large box of papers and 3 DVD’s.  Again Cllr. O’Neill rose to the occasion this time ably assisted by Cllr. Thomas who looked at the transport side especially the involvement of the rail network which could have a knock-on effect with Kemira GrowHow looking at using the rail link.

The Parish Council’s planning application to extent the existing cemetery was refused yet a similar application submitted by a Helsby resident (an allotment holder) was successful.  Suffice to say we have appealed the Borough Council’s decision and await the outcome.

The building of 103 houses by Persimmon Homes is almost complete as are the building of the apartments opposite the Co-op.  When the new estate is finished, there will be a new children’s play area created adjacent to the rugby pitch.

The building of the Retirement Village is still work-in-progress and although outline planning has been granted, we have yet to see the full planning application.

The Travellers Site on Towers Lane, Alvanley is still the cause of concern especially to the residents of Primrose Lane and Latham Avenue.  Vale Royal Borough Council and Alvanley Parish Council are currently dealing with this matter.

Community Involvement

The last twelve months has seen changes in the membership of the Parish Council seeing the resignations of Cllr. Barbara Atkinson and Cllr. Mike Bellairs, who were both past Chairmen of the Parish Council, and Cllr. Mark Gilson.  We wish them well for the future.  Another Councillor left and I feel this Councillor deserves special mention.  That person is Cllr. Betty Williams who is standing down after 25 years service.  Betty is an octogenarian and has, in the past, served the village as Borough Councillor.  Betty is staying on as Chairman of the Helsby Community Association and will still be involved with the Tuesday Club and the Women’s Institute.  Saying thank you seems little for the service rendered.  Two new councillors have joined the Council and they are Cllr. Chris Ellams and Cllr. Kevin Kennedy.
The best interests of the villagers are ensured by the Council’s continued membership on various organisations including:-

· Cheshire County Council

· Cheshire Community Council

· Cheshire Association of Local Councils

· The Quality Council Forum

· The Vale Royal Police Forum and Community Safety Action Group

· Governing bodies of Helsby schools

· Local Transport Groups

· Vale Royal Borough Council

· Frodsham Forward

· Cheshire Fire and Rescue Service

During the year the Council donated money to The Alzheimer’s Association, The Royal British Legion, North West Air Ambulance and Residents Against Incineration bringing the total amount donated to £500.  The 
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Parish Council continues to give £2.50 towards the cost of a Senior/disabled Railcard.  The Railcard is free of course if you do not have a bus pass.

The Parish Council now starts its meetings with prayers led by either the Vicar of St Paul’s the Reverend Margaret Saville or the Reverend Stephen Santry from Helsby Methodist Church.  I thank them both for their attendance and support.

The Helsby Entertainments and Events Group have facilitated several performances from the Rural Touring Network and these have taken place in the Community Centre.  The programme is supported by Cheshire 
County Council and Vale Royal Borough Council bringing the arts into the rural areas and their appearance in Helsby are thanks to Cllr. Kerry and his group.
In closing there are several people I single out for special thanks including Mrs Jeanette Hughes our Parish Clerk without whom our Council would not function.  Jeanette works from home and often works above and beyond the call of duty – thank you.  Mr John Robotham, Mr Stan Jones and Mrs Jenny McLaren are all employed by the Council.  John and Stan are our handymen/lengths men and gardeners.  They keep the village and cemetery looking good.  Jenny is the Burial Clerk and responsible for all burials in the cemetery.  To all three – thank you.  I also give thanks to the Caretaker of the Helsby Community Centre Mr Bob Day for putting out the chairs in the Library for the Parish Council meetings.

Finally, my thanks go to our Police Community Support Officer Chris Maddocks and PC Donna Beswick for the work that they have put in to making the village a safer place to live and their attendance at both their surgeries and the Parish Council meetings.

Brief synopsis of the Council’s accounts for fiscal year ending 31st March 2008

The Council began the year with £35,802 in reserves spread over two bank accounts held at the Nat West and HSBC.

Total income for the year was £86,587.  The bulk of income included the precept of £60K received from Vale Royal Borough Council through Council Tax payments, £10,374 in grants (included in this figure is £1,500 grant awarded by RSCP to the Helsby Village Action Group), £3,234 from cemetery fees, £1,623 in rents from the Council’s lands, £3,993 VAT reclaim, £4,215 from the Community Association and £3,146 which included the receipt of £2,665 given to the Parish Council from monies left over from the youth discos run in the 1970’s.

Payments totalled £93,577.  The largest expenditure over the year was salaries, tax and NI totalling £36,570 for the Council’s five employees and part-funding of our Police Community Support Officer.  The bulk of payments paid for the repairs/maintenance and running costs of Helsby Community Centre £16,597, Christmas Lights £6,169 and professional fees £7,558 towards fulfilling the Council’s plans to extend the existing cemetery and complete refurbishment of the Children’s Park.  Various items were purchased that included the purchase and installation of 2 Fingerpost Signs which brought the total of sundry payments to £5,450.
Administrative costs amounted to £10,028 which included insurances, audit fees, subscriptions, print costs for Helsby News, training fees and Councillor’s expenses that totalled £2,009.

The Council purchased 2 new bus shelters this year through the County Council’s ‘Bus Shelter Scheme’ costing £3,886 and donated £589 using the power given to them by Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 (expenditure that benefits some or all of the residents of Helsby).  To encourage the use of public transport, the Council spent £486 on Railcards for elderly/disabled residents.  The balance of £5,996 was spent on the upkeep of the Council’s lands and promoting Community Pride.

The Council is acting as a holding account for payments/receipts for the Helsby Village Action Group and their expenditure for the year totalled £248.

The Council ended the year with £28,812 held in balances.  Included in this figure is £7,039 (not yet spent) that has been earmarked for the lighting of the Sandstone Bridge and a scheme (not yet identified) for the village youth leaving a total of £21,773 in reserves of which £15,000 has been deposited in an investment 
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account with the Co-op maturing in July 08.  The remaining monies are spread over the two current accounts held at the Nat West and HSBC Banks.  The Council’s assets totalled £119,042.
Contact details of Helsby Parish Councillors as at 17th April 2008 as follows:-

NORTH WARD

Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones
26 Hallastone Road, Helsby WA6 9PR

01928-723115

Cllr. Alan Gardner

Lyndhurst, Vicarage Hill, Helsby WA6 9AD
01928-722360

Cllr. George Porter

263 Chester Road, Helsby WA6 0PN

01928-725080

CENTRAL WARD

Cllr. Chris Ellams

4 Coppins Close, Helsby WA6 9QL

01928-724409

Cllr. Patricia Holder

4 Rose Farm Court, Helsby WA6 0AN

01928-727384

Cllr. Stuart Hulse

34 Hemlegh Vale, Helsby WA6 0DB

01928-724272

Cllr. Sam Johnson

3 Hallastone Road, Helsby WA6 0PR

01928-722297

Cllr. Terry O’Neill

Renbie, Robin Hood Lane, Helsby WA6 9NH
01928-723205

SOUTH WARD

Cllr. Bill Foster


20 Linden Drive, Helsby WA6 0DZ

01928-727392

Cllr. Kevin Kennedy

7 Mill Rise, Helsby WA6 0PL


01928-726534

Cllr. John Kerry


216 Chester Road, Helsby WA6 9PA

01928-723399

Cllr. George Randles

2 Undermount Mews, Helsby WA6 9PA

01928-724775

Cllr. Frank Thomas

14 Chester Road, Helsby WA6 0EZ

01928-722179

I commend this report to the Parish Council

Cllr. Stuart Hulse, Chairman of Helsby Parish Council

