Helsby Parish Council – Annual Report April 2007
Introduction

It was with great pleasure that I took up the Office of Chairman of Helsby Parish Council on 8th May 2006. 

In my Declaration of Acceptance I undertook to carry on with the good work this Council had already started on behalf of its residents, some of which were highlighted in an Action Plan I produced for the Council at the June 2006 meeting.

As with any Action Plan of this type it has to be dynamic so that issues can be changed and added fairly quickly.

An updated Action Plan can be found attached to this report.

It can be seen that there has been considerable successes in certain areas whereas other issues still have made little or no progress, this is not for the want of trying but just highlights some of the bureaucracy surrounding local government.

Having kept an accurate diary for the 12 months I have been in Office I now realise what a huge commitment of personal time is required, even at this tier of local government, in an effort to pursue matters affecting our residents.

I have attended, to date, 31 Council meetings (Full Council and various sub-committees), and 50+ meetings with various organizations who impact on this Parish (Cheshire County Council, VRBC, Cheshire Police, Cheshire Community Council, ChALC, Community Safety Action Group etc. etc.) 
30 meetings at Frodsham Forward (Executive Steering Group and various thematic groups) 
6 meetings of the Helsby Village Action Group and also taken part in 2 Ward Walks, attended a 3 day NALC Conference in Liverpool, held 3 Councillor’s surgeries and been on 3 Chairman’s training days.
I hope that by giving so much time, along with other members of the Council, I have gone some way to helping improve the quality of life for Helsby residents.
I would now like to list what I believe are some of the key achievements for the last fiscal year. 

Although I will not be including everything that the Parish Council has carried out this year, residents may wish to note that all of the minutes to the full council and its sub committees are displayed publicly on the village notice boards following each meeting and copies are kept by the clerk as open documents should anyone wish to read through these at any time.
They should also note that these Minutes and various other matters concerning the Village can now be found on the Helsby Village Action Group web site at www.hvag.org.uk
Key Achievements in 2006/2007.

1. Recruitment of Helsby’s own Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) – Christopher Maddocks.

2. Final plans drawn up for re-development of the Children’s play area and final consultation held. Funding sources now to be progressed

3. Several visual aspects of the Village improved with a consequential improved place in this year’s Community Pride Competition where 5th place was achieved compared to 8th in the previous year. 

4. Local Transport Plan implemented and several areas of road safety improvements made. Village centre design changes implemented with improved road markings throughout the Village and the 30 m.p.h. speed limit introduced in Primrose Lane. Even though these changes have been made parking in the Village centre is still an issue and further dialogue with CCC is on-going.
5. Progress of plans for the Cemetery extension well advanced to the satisfaction of all Stakeholders. Final Architect plans to be drawn up to submit with Planning Application.
6. Re-development of Helsby Community Sports club progressing

7. Successful objections made to Peel Holding’s proposals for a Resource Recovery Park and RDF Incinerator on Ince Marshes at CCC Planning meeting. Many thanks to Councillor Porter for his presentation.
8. The Council continued to represent residents’ views by:

· Making it possible for the payment of Council Tax bills at the local Post Office without incurring extra charges
· The continued naming of new roads in Helsby, created as a result of the new housing developments

· Meeting with representatives from CCC to discuss Community Centre maintenance issues and issues regarding the future of Sherwood Court.
· Meeting with VRBC representatives to discuss various environmental topics and grass cutting at St Paul’s churchyard.

· Attending meetings of the Cheshire Quality Parish Council’s forum.

· Attending liaison meetings at Quinn Glass and Kemira GrowHow.  
· Taking part in the Cheshire Community Council’s Parish Plans learning network.

· Attending the ChALC AGM.  

· Welcoming a new member to the Helsby News editorial board and providing funds for their on-going training.

· Applying to Adshel for 2 new bus shelters outside Helsby High School.

· Enhanced the Christmas decorations

9. Over the past year we have considered almost 90 private and commercial planning applications including:

· A retirement Village at Mere’s Edge.
· Traveller’s site at Tower’s Lane 
· Significant industrial developments in neighbouring areas, including proposal for another incinerator
10. Residents’ interests have been represented through the Council’s continued membership of various bodies including:
· Cheshire County Council

· Cheshire Community Council

· Cheshire Association of Local Councils

· The Quality Council Forum

· The Primary Care Trust Forum

· The Vale Royal Police Forum and Community Safety Action Group

· Governing Bodies of Helsby schools

· Local Transport Groups

· Vale Royal Borough Council

· Frodsham Forward

11. Councillors have carried out reviews on the Council’s internal operational processes including:

· Commissioning the Annual Internal Audit

· Undertaking the formal Risk Assessment

· Recruiting support staff and reviewing their Annual pay scales

· Producing the Annual Statement of Accounts

· Reviewing the Helsby Parish Council Standing Orders

· Introduction of a new Human Resource Committee and production of new procedures for dealing with staff related matters.

12. The Council have facilitated presentations at the monthly Council meetings on:
· Position regarding Gypsies and Travellers and the pending Gypsy Accommodation Needs Assessment

· An update on progress on the Village Plan and the fact that re consultation will take place in 2007.

· The development of Helsby Community Sports Club.

· A proposal for signage with regard to Helsby being at the Northern Gateway of the Weaver Valley Regional Park.

13.
Additional funding has been secured enabling work to be carried out in order to introduce environmental improvements and community facilities within the village, including

· Finger post signs
· Play area feasibility study

14.
The Council’s own funds have been used to approve work for the:

· Replacement of the flood damaged flooring in the Community Centre.
· Donation to Helsby Community Sports Club for development of their facilities
· Donation to Friends of Harmer’s Wood for retention of the wood for public use

· Prizes given for Helsby Annual Village Best Kept Awards and Best Christmas Decorations
· Presence of the Cheshire Police band at the 2007 Remembrance Day ceremony.

· Ongoing grounds maintenance 
15.
A successful programme of monthly Councillors’ surgeries has continued this year.  These allow residents to express their concerns and views or ask questions in an informal drop-in setting.  Each surgery is attended by a group of three councillors; one from each of the North, South and Central Wards. 
16.
The Council has also made further progress on a proposal to develop dedicated office accommodation for the running of the Council’s day-to-day business with a proposed extension to the Community Centre.
17.
It has also been a privilege to attend the following events – 
· 100th Birthday celebrations for Betty Clarke and Flo Dutton

· National Rail day at the awarding winning Helsby station. A thank you to all the volunteers who make our station the envy of the rest of Cheshire.  
· Community Pride awards at Tatton Park

· Performances of the Cheshire Rural Touring Networks  

· HVAG organized litter pick 

· Dedication ceremony for the new gates and Garden of Remembrance at the Cemetery. 

· Centenary celebrations of the Scouting movement  

Receipts and Payments for 2006/2007
The Council started the year with £43,211 held in balances.  The main source of income was the Parish Precept of £48,000 received from Vale Royal Borough Council through Council Tax payments and money from grants and VAT recovery bringing in £9,475.  Other income from rents, burial fees, Community Association and bank interest (that included gross interest on investments) totalling £7322, brought the total receipts for the year to £64,797.  No insurance claims were made by the Council or claims against the Council.

Total payments for the year came to £72,205.  The bulk of expenditure was taken up by salaries £24,935 to pay for the five members of staff.  Money was also used to purchase and install Christmas Lights £4,196 to further enhance the Christmas display along Chester Road.  Donations and grants to various groups totalled £7,100.

The Council employed Groundwork Trust, whose fees came to £7,373, to undertake a ‘Feasibility Study’ to obtain resident’s views on the refurbishment of the Children’s Park.  The Council was able to draw down £5,000 in grants to offset the bulk of this expense.

Maintenance costs to look after the 2 allotment sites, cemetery, field, Kiddies Park, bus shelters, community centre and professional fees totalled £14,768 and admin costs, to ensure the council could carry out its functions, amounted to £4,798 which included councillor’s expenses, subscriptions etc. Insurance payments for the year came to £2,088 to cover all risks. The balance of £6,947 was used to pay for the Helsby Newsletters, railcards, village awards and essential items.

The Council ended the year with £35.802 held in balances.  Included in this figure is the £3,000 grant received from Cheshire County Council to purchase fingerpost signage and £1,500 granted by shops and businesses for costs incurred with employing the Police Community Support Officer.  The Council’s assets were valued at £116,453.
Planned activities for 2007/2008
With a change of Chair for 2007/2008 the Council will continue to strive for the benefit of the residents of Helsby, using the precept set for the year (shown in the County’s annual council tax return), along with further additional ‘external’ funding.
Initial plans include resources to:

· Complete the development of the Children’s Play area and Park

· Support any activities identified in the Helsby Village Action Plan, following re-consultation.
· Finalise the extension of the cemetery.

· Progress the work required to compete effectively in the Community Pride competition 

· Create an office for the Clerk.

Planned expenditure for 2007/2008
Some projects within the Five Year Capital Plan have already been completed. However the building of office accommodation for the Council remains outstanding and an estimated cost of £55,000 has been planned for. Each of the sub committees has been allocated funds for their perceived requirements as follows:

· Environment Committee 



-   £7,000
· Parks, Cemetery and Allotments Committee 
-   £5,000
· Health and Safety Committee 



-   £ 720   
Total sub committee allocation


-   £12,720
Other expenditure has been planned for:

· The appointment of an additional linesman for six months per year

· An increase in staff costs of 3%
· PCSO -  £11,000

· Helsby Village Action Group - £1,000

Financing of the proposed activities for 2007/2008 is to be achieved through the setting of the precept at £60,000. Taking into account that the funding of the PCSO is a new item to the Council’s budget (£11,000) then an increase of less than 2.5% has been levied in comparison to the 2006/2007 figure. 

In terms of Band D residents this means a payment of £31.85 per residence for the year. It should be remembered that all of this money is spent on behalf of the village to enhance local facilities for its residents.

In addition to the precept the Council does have money invested in bonds and its Accounts which will be used to finance activities that directly benefit the residents of Helsby. 

Conclusion

All of the above would not have been possible without the wonderful support I have had from my fellow Councillors and all the staff that work for Helsby Parish Council
I would like to record my personal thanks to all councillors and especially to Jeanette Hughes, our Clerk, and my Vice Chair Stuart Hulse. They have both given me marvelous support this year and have been there, not only listening to my ideas, but to put me on the right path when I have occasionally become frustrated.  .

I truly believe as a Quality Parish Council Helsby is one of the lead Councils in Cheshire and if we continue doing the right things then we will make a real difference for the residents of our Village.
I believe the Helsby Parish Council Annual Report April 2007 demonstrates that the status of Quality Council is something that Helsby Parish Council can continue to claim and many of the items highlighted for progressing in 2006/2007 have been successfully completed.

I am confident that I am passing the reigns of a forward moving parish council to the next Chair.
I commend the report to Helsby Parish Council.

Terry O’Neill – Chairman of Helsby Parish Council

Contact details of Helsby Parish Councillors as at 31ST March 2007.

NORTH WARD

Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

26 Hallastone Road WA6 0PR

723115

Cllr. Alan Gardner


Lyndhurst, Vicarage Hill WA6 9AD
722360

Cllr. Mark Gilson


34 Helsby Park Homes WA6 6XS

723519

Cllr. George Porter


263 Chester Road WA6 0PN

725080

Cllr. Betty Williams


Clifton, Vicarage Lane WA6 9AE

722227

CENTRAL WARD

Cllr. Barbara Atkinson

118 Chester Road WA6 0QS

722760

Cllr. Patricia Holder


4 Rose Farm Court
WA6 0AN

727384

Cllr. Stuart Hulse


34 Hemlegh Vale WA6 0BW

724272

Cllr. Sam Johnson


3 Hallastone Road WA6 0PR

722297

Cllr. Terry O’Neill


Renbie, Robin Hood Lane WA6 9HN
723205

SOUTH WARD

Cllr. Mike Bellairs


Elton Cottage, Alvanley Road WA6 9PU
723816

Cllr. Bill Foster


20 Linden Drive WA6 0DZ


727392

Cllr. John Kerry


216 Chester Road
WA6 0AW

723399

Cllr. George Randles

2 Undermount Mews WA6 9PA

724775

Cllr. Frank Thomas


14 Chester Road
WA6 0EZ

722179

PARISH CLERK
Jeanette Hughes


Primrose Cottage, Back Lane WA6 9AN
726433 






helsbyparishcouncil@talktalk.net
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