
��������		


������� News is supported by Helsby Parish Council 

Issue 44

NEWS
������

Parish Council backs village sport future

ously difficult to encourage active 
resident participation in consulta-
tions. A recent Helsby Village 
Action Group questionnaire, which 
went to all 2,500 households, pro-
duced a disappointing 69 
responses!
 The grant, which is to be used as 
Match Funding to help unlock fur-
ther large grants from bodies like 
Sport England and the National Lot-
tery, has significant conditions 
attached to it as part of the agree-
ment. The new building will provide 
a Parish Council Office, rent-free. 
Plans to extend the Community 
Centre to provide an office at a cost 
of £70,000 will no longer be neces-
sary if the Community Sports Club 
redevelopment goes ahead. Helsby 
Residents are also expected to pay 
less for their membership of the 
club than residents from surround-
ing villages.
 The success of the project 
depends on raising the rest of the 
money and fingers are crossed that 
the funding bodies will look kindly on 
Helsby’s future and they come up with 
the remainder of the £2.9 million.

Helsby Reporter

IN THE LAST EDITION of Helsby 
News we reported that the Parish 
Council had been asked to consider 
supporting a forward-looking and 
ambitious proposal to redevelop 
Helsby Community Sports Club’s 
clubhouse and facilities. Well, the 
decision has now been made and 
although not unanimous, the Parish 
Council has firmly put its support 
behind the development of the Com-
munity Sports Club to the tune of a 
grant of £100,000. 
 To fund this grant the Council will 
take out a loan from the Public Works 
Loan Board and repay it over a 20-
year period at £8,000 a year. This 
bold decision, alongside other 
increases in the costs for the Commu-
nity Centre staff and PCSO salaries, 
cemetery extension and other agreed 
village developments means the Par-
ish Precept now asked for in 2008/09 
is £90,000, an increase overall of 
about £30,000. 
 Cllr Terry O’Neill, Chairman of the 
Finance Committee, told Helsby 
News that for the average property in 
Helsby this means an increase in the 
Parish Council part of the Vale Royal 
Council Tax of “just over a £1 a 
month”. (Terry’s fuller Precept infor-
mation appears on page 3).

“Having been told by Vale Royal that 
refurbishing the old Sports building 
was simply not economic it seems 
there were two options,” said Cllr 
George Randles, who has been 
closely associated with the project. 
“We do nothing and the village even-
tually loses the rapidly deteriorating 
sports and social facility or we get 
behind the redevelopment.”
 The Community Sports Club’s 
ambitious redevelopment project will 
cost close to £3 million. £100,000 
represents about 3.33% of the total 
regeneration costs needed. Although 
the Community Sports Club had very 
positive indications of support from 
residents who attended when it held 
consultation meetings last autumn 
there were some concerns expressed 
by a small number of residents, 
including Councillor Mike Bellairs, 
who resigned following the January 
meeting when the decision was 
made. He told Helsby News that he 
believed “that decisions taken on 
major issues recently have been 
achieved through a flawed process 
of consultation and that strong rep-
resentations by residents are being 
ignored”. 
 It is, however, recognised within 
local government, that it is notori-

Helsby Parish Council - Dates for your diaries...

PARISH MEETING  
Thursday 17 April at 7 pm in Helsby Community Centre.
All Helsby residents are invited to attend. This is your opportunity to raise any 
concerns you may have and to ask questions of the Parish Councillors, who 
will be in attendance. Enquiries to Jeanette Hughes - Parish Clerk (726433) 
or e-mail helsbyparishcouncil@talktalk.net.

ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
Monday 12 May 2008 at 7 pm in Helsby Library.

PARISH COUNCIL SURGERIES
First Saturday of every month between 10 am and 12 pm in the Community Centre.
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A selection of forthcoming events in the village. A ll contributions are more than welcome 
- please contact the Editors on 724848 / 722304 .

March 2008
March 16 Sport Relief Mile - Helsby Community Sports Club, 10 am
March 16 Palm Sunday - Helsby Methodist Church, 10.30 am and 6.30 pm
March 20 Maundy Thursday Service and Vigil - St Paul’s Church, 7.30 pm
March 20 Maundy Thursday, Methodist Joint Service at Kingsley, 7.30 pm
March 21 Good Friday Service - St Paul’s Church,10 am
   Followed by Walk of Witness with Helsby Methodist Church 
March 22 Easter Eve Vigil and Service of Light - St Paul’s Church, 7.30 pm
March 23 Easter Celebrations - St Paul’s Church, 11 am
March 23 Easter Sunday Jigsaw - Helsby Methodist Church, 9.30 am
   Celebration Service 10.30 am
March 27 “Experiences of a Butler” - Village Society, speaker Donald Lodge, 
   Community Centre, 7.30 pm
March 29 “Is there life after death?” - book signing by author Anthony Peake
   Community Centre, 1.30 pm. Web site: www.anthonypeake.com
March 30 St Paul’s / Helsby Methodist Joint Service - Helsby Methodist Church, 6.30 pm
March 30 Car Boot Sale - Community Sports Club, 7.30 am

April 2008 
April 5  Litter Pickers Action Day – Meet at Community Centre, 10 am
April 6  “Join in the Racquet” Tennis Fun Day - Community Sports Club, 1 pm
April 8  “Drawing Cartoons” - speaker Mr Pickford, Hillside WI, Community Centre, 7.30 pm
April 17  Annual Parish Meeting for Parish Electorate – Community Centre, 7 pm 
April 18  Race and Big Screen Games Night - Community Sports Club, 8 pm
April 24  “Game for a Goose” - speaker Karol Bailey, Village Society & AGM.
   Community Centre 7.30 pm
April 26  St Paul’s Spring Fair – Community Centre 10 am.

May 2008
May 4  Sid Thornton Open Bowls Competition – Community Sports Club
May 11  Healing Service – St Paul’s Church, 6.30 pm
May 13  “Lavender-history, growing and care” – speaker Mary Dearden, Hillside WI, 
   Community Centre, 7.30pm.
May 14  Incinerator Public Inquiry Meeting, Forest Hills Hotel, Frodsham 7 pm
May 17  Annual Plant Sale – Village Produce Association. Community Centre. 10 am – noon

June 2008 
June 10 “What are your roots in History?”- speaker Jean Williams - Hillside WI, 
   Community Centre 7.30pm
June 27-29 Art, Flower and Craft Exhibition - St Paul’s Church, 10 am (Sunday 29 - 12 noon)

July 2008
July 12  “Helsby Family Fun Day” - at the Community Sports Club, see posters for more details

� �	
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 IN BRIEF...

HVAG consultation results

ALTHOUGH THE questionnaire response 
rate was disappointing, Helsby Village 
Action Group (HVAG) has now analysed 
the data and put it on their web site at 
www.hvag.org.uk.
 Overall 40% of respondents thought 
the quality of life had improved in the 
village with 9% thinking it had got worse. 
In 2004 this view was reversed with 37% 
of respondents saying things had deterio-
rated over the previous two years and 
14% believing it had got better.
 Data from the returned questionnaires 
has been considered by the HVAG and 
the feedback has helped focus thinking 
about future projects like improving the 
facilities for young people, expansion of 
Homewatch and improving the look of the 
village. A summary of the results is avail-
able at Helsby Library.

Marj Thoburn

Return of the Village Fete 

HELSBY NEWS has learnt that a 
group of folk are getting together to 
resurrect a traditional fete in the vil-
lage this summer. Whether it’s a Rose 
Fete, Family Day or a Carnival or all 
three it is going to be fun with a capital 
“F”. So put this date in your diary - 12 
July 2008.
 All village organisations and socie-
ties are invited to participate and 
should contact Michelle Pickstock on 
07856177571 for further information.

Marj Thoburn

Unsung heroes do it again

OUR LOCAL RAILWAY station has 
again been amongst the awards at 
the recent annual Cheshire Best Kept 
Station Competition. This year it was 
the Best Kept Station Garden Award 
that was handed to Will Ellams and 
Pauline Jenkinson at Northwich Salt 
Museum on 22 January by Felicity 
Goodey, Chair of Cheshire’s Year of 
Gardens and a former BBC journalist 
and presenter.
 Helsby has won an award in each 
of the five years that the competition 
has been running. The small team 
from the North Cheshire Rail Users’ 
Group that meets each Friday morn-
ing down at the station was 
commended by competition organiser 
John Hulme calling them our “unsung 
heroes”.

Frank Thomas
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Library Opening Hours

Helsby Library's opening hours have 
changed as follows: 
  Monday   9.30 - 1 pm, 2 - 5 pm
  Tuesday   9.30 - 1 pm, 2 - 7 pm
  Wednesday  9.30 - 1 pm, 2 - 5 pm
  Thursday   -- closed -- 
  Friday    9.30 - 1 pm, 2 - 5 pm
  Saturday   9.30 - 1 pm

“Is there life after death?”
Join author Anthony Peake at the Community 

Centre on Saturday 29 March at 1.30pm, 
as he signs books and discusses his ideas.
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CHESHIRE FIRE SERVICE demon-
strated the capabilities of the 
‘Targeted Response Vehicle’ (TRV) 
to councillors at January’s Helsby 
Parish Council meeting. The ‘midi’ fire 
engine being introduced for use in 
Cheshire uses a modern 
‘compressed air foam system’ 
(CAFS), which more efficiently extin-
guishes blazes than the current high 
pressure water system. Using CAFS 
covers a greater surface area than 
water and crews can work for longer 
without tiring as hoses are lighter.
 The more manoeuvrable TRVs 
carry most of the same equipment as 

traditional engines, though they do 
have reduced water capacity and 7 
metre ladders rather than 13 metres. 
Concerns were raised by councillors 

about the shorter reach ladders as in 
Helsby and Frodsham there are a 
growing number of three storey 
houses and apartments. But Keith 
Brookes from the Fire Service, 
pointed out that due to the quicker 
‘knock down’ rate of fires using 
CAFS, there is less need for longer 
ladders and larger water capacity. 
 The new engine will be heading 
for Frodsham Fire Station in the near 
future as an additional resource to the 
current fleet. In the future, two TRVs 
could replace one of the standard 
engines at Frodsham, though this 
suggestion has been met with opposi-
tion from the Fire Brigade Union. 
 More information can be found at 
www.cheshirefire.gov.uk.

Last chance to stop the Incinerator!
A PUBLIC INQUIRY into 
the two applications for the 
Ince Marshes development 
begins on Tuesday 15 April 
at the Forest Hills Hotel, 
and is scheduled to close 
on 30 May. Over the follow-
ing couple of months the 
Inquiry Inspector will pre-
pare his report for John 
Hutton, the Secretary of State at the DBERR, and for 
Hazel Blears, the Secretary of State at the DCLG, who 
will jointly make the final decision on this development 
on behalf of the Government. The applicant, Peel Envi-
romental (Ince) Ltd will present evidence to the Inquiry 
in support of the development and evidence opposing 
the application(s) will be presented by Cheshire County 
Council, Vale Royal and Ellesmere Port & Neston Bor-
ough Councils, a group of the local Parish Councils, 
Residents Against INcineration (RAIN) and other indi-
viduals. Members of the public are able to attend all the 
Inquiry sessions. 
 A session has been arranged for Wednesday 14 
May at Forest Hills hotel at 7 pm when members of 
the public will be able to express their views to the 
Inspector. RAIN would like to see a large number of 
residents at both the opening day of the Inquiry (15 
April) and this evening session (14 May) to show the 
Inspector the strength of local feeling in opposing this 
development. You don’t have to actually speak at the 
Inquiry to show your opposition. The evening session 
will not be a question and answer session and Peel’s 
legal representatives will be able to cross-examine 
those who give evidence.
 RAIN will be submitting its evidence on behalf of 
local residents on a separate occasion during a 
normal daytime session of the Inquiry. If an individual 
wishes to speak at this evening session, they must 
register their intent in advance with the Programme 
Officer, Mrs Jane Coslett on 01244 973931. If you 
would like to talk to RAIN before deciding whether or 
not to speak, please contact Andrew Lorimer on 
01928 725227. 

New ‘midi’ fire engine on show

Picture courtesy of Chester Chronicle

Parish Council sets Precept for 2008/2009

AT ITS JANUARY meeting the Parish Council agreed to 
set a Precept for 2008/09 of £90,000. This followed a 
recommendation from the Finance Committee who had 
spent a lot of time deliberating about next year’s spend by 
the Parish Council, taking into account reviews of the 
2007/08 spend where a Precept of £60,000 had been set. 
 Actual spend in 2007/08 is predicted to be £95,559 
against receipts of £81,108. This consequently resulted in 
an overspend of £14,451 and with an extra £5,796 being 
spent on the Cemetery extension, this has meant over 
£19,000 having to be used from reserves. Reserves are 
now down to just over £15,000. The major areas of over-
spend in 2007/08 were:-

o Christmas lights      £1,500 
o Community Centre repairs   £5,300 
o Community Centre sundries   £1,483 
o Finger post signs      £4,200 
o Bus shelters       £2,500 

With reserves now lower than recommended by our Audi-
tors, it was recognised that a more realistic view was 
required for 2008/09. Payments are expected to be 
£103,711 which in real terms is only an increase of £8,152 
over 2007/2008 spend. 
 This is an increase of 8.5%, with the following six items 
representing 80% of the total spend:-

o Salaries and PCSO     £37,861 (36.5%)
o Community Centre     £16,150 (15.6%) 
o Cemetery extension     £10,000 (9.6%) 
 (subject to Planning approval)
o Grant loan to HCSC     £ 8,000 (7.7%) 
 (subject to Match funding)
o Christmas lights      £ 6,000 (5.8%)
o Sandstone Bridge lighting   £ 5,670 (5.5%) 

With only £14,920 in receipts expected a realistic Precept 
of £90,000 was been recommended. This means a rise on 
a Band D property from £31.84 per year to £46.61 per year 
- that’s just over £1 per month.

Terry O’Neill
Helsby Parish Council Finance Chairman
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Footpaths Society

THE SOCIETY has accepted an invita-
tion by the Frodsham Walking Group 
to take part in the 2008 Frodsham 
Festival of Walking and the following 
two walks have been arranged: 

TUESDAY 29 APRIL  – the “Three 
Seats Walk” led by David George, 
meeting at Helsby Quarry Car Park 
on Alvanley Road at 10 am. A 
morning’s walk visiting three strategi-
cally placed seats providing classic 
views of Liverpool and the Mersey to 
the north and Wales and Chester to 
the west. Two ascents of the hill. 
Stout boots and refreshments 
required.

SUNDAY 4 MAY – “Another World” 
led by Mike Culverhouse, meeting at 
the car park at the top of Station 
Avenue, Helsby at 2 pm. This is an 
easy ramble on Helsby marshes to 
learn something about their history, 
how they work and their wildlife. 
Mostly on the level with a few stiles. 
The last part of the walk will be 
across fields, which can be boggy 
after rain.

Details of other walks can be found 
on the Frodsham Town Council web 
site www.frodsham.gov.uk.

Hillside Women's Institute

ALAN HAYHURST was November’s 
speaker with a macabre subject entitled 
‘Lady Killers’. Delivered with a wry 
humour, he dwelt on some interesting 
facts about past murders including 
details of the infamous Dr Crippen. It 
was the AGM too and Sylvia Batty was 
elected as the next President, Barbara 
Norgain and Mae Hodge Vice-Presi-
dents, with committee members 
Doreen Wright, Pippa Randles, Barbara 
Smith, Margaret Wright, Cecilia Birken-
head, Nora Worrall, Joan Clarke and 
Millicent D’Alby.
 Late November, a party of members 
and their husbands went to Leeds to 
see a recording of several ‘Countdown’ 
programmes which were broadcast in 
December. They were welcomed by the 
Countdown team and given a signed 
sheet of Carol Vorderman’s numbers 
game, which will be auctioned for char-
ity at a later date.
 Speaker Ray Irving made a dra-
matic entrance to the December 
meeting dressed as King Henry VIII in 
all his magnificent regalia! Discussing 
King Henry’s reign, members were sur-
prised to learn that the king had had 
considerable dealings with our part of 
England.
 Members were given much ‘food for 
thought’ at January’s meeting when 
Patricia Barlow talked about safe and 
healthy eating. So the New Year’s reso-
lutions for some people were less 
sugar, fat and salt and drink more 
water! George Randles from Helsby 
Parish Council also discussed the pro-
posals for the new Helsby Community 
Sports Club.
 Six WI members served hot and 
cold drinks for the Shell Four Villages 
Half Marathon held in January, when 
around 2,000 runners took part!
 The Reverend Alec Brown, 
February’s speaker, gave a vivid 
account of the remarkable David Living-
stone and included some slides of the 
Victoria Falls and the Zambezi River.

Barbara Norgain

St Paul’s News

FOLLOWING THE success of the 
Art Exhibition a few years ago, St 
Paul’s church family is hosting 
another one this year between 27 
and 29 June.
 We hope local artists will submit 
their paintings for exhibition in the 
church hall, local flower arrangers 
will decorate the church and those 
who enjoy crafts will wish to show off 
their work too. This will be an oppor-
tunity to see what talents there are 
around and possibly encourage 
people to think about developing 
their own gifts.
 We are hoping the primary 
schools will be involved with making 
banners and bringing flowers. We 
plan to have a variety of musical 
entertainments during the day in the 
church, refreshments available in a 
marquee and other ‘goodies’ to 
tempt you to come along.
 If anyone is interested in exhibit-
ing art or craft work, please contact 
any church member for application 
forms. 

Reverend Margaret

A Slice of Helsby Time

EVERYONE RECOGNISES the sand-
stone escarpment of Helsby Hill which 
rises behind the village, but how many 
know about the thick layer of peat which 
lies under the ground on the other side 
of the village towards the Mersey estu-
ary? It is the remains of an area of 
wetland with reeds and bulrush alter-
nated with scrub and woodland which 
grew over thousands of years since the 
last ice age.
 When the Environment Agency 
were clearing out a drainage ditch 
alongside the M56 motorway on land 
belonging to local farmer Norman 
Boow, they came across the remains of 
ancient trees known as bog oak. Nor-
man rescued one of the tree trunks, two 
feet in diameter and fifteen feet long 
and dragged it to an area by his farm.

 With the help of members of 
Helsby Footpaths Society, sections of 
one trunk have been cut and planed 
flat so that the tree rings can be 
clearly seen. It is thought that the tree 
may be between two and seven thou-
sand years old, but the Department of 
Dendrochronology at Belfast Univer-
sity may get a more accurate dating 
of some from the tree rings. 
 When the next Helsby Heritage Day 
is held in a few years time it is planned 
to have the “Slice of Helsby Time” as an 
exhibit, and possibly by then we will 
know more about its likely age.

Mike Culverhouse
Nick Pumphrey
Norman Boow

Village Society

NOVEMBER’S speaker Gaynor Roberts was both interesting and 
informative when talking about Trading Standards. The annual Christ-
mas social in December included another of Mae Hodge’s famous 
quizzes and the meal was organised by Maggie Jones.
 David Cummings’ talk about Australia’s ‘Reef and Rainforest’ in 
January was illustrated with some excellent slides. It was surprising 
to learn that the landmass of Australia is considerably bigger than that 
of Europe and the UK!

Barbara Norgain

Norman with his “slice of time”
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Scouts Centenary

Pictured are Helsby Scouts 
recently holding a thanks-
giving service to mark 100 
years of Scouting.

Helsby Heritage Map

THANKS TO A phone call from Mr N Littler, a Helsby 
News reader, I can now share with non-locals the site 
of the Township (Town) Cottages. Two whitewashed 
thatched cottages used to stand at the corner of Sandy 
Lane and The Rock – the site of the sandstone caves 
where it is reputed that a bear was kept for bear bating. 
 It is not known when the land was acquired by the 
Township of Helsby, or from whom, but ownership was 
clearly shown in the Tithe Apportionment Schedule 
1884. Over the years the cottages were tenanted by 
local families: Tweedale (Tweedles), Walshes and Dix-
ons. The cottages remained in the ownership of the 
Parish Council until the late 1960s. Over the years they 
had lost the thatch and the right hand cottage became 
derelict. On the death of the last tenant of the left hand 
cottage in 1967, both cottages were condemned and 
the site was sold at auction to a local builder, Neville 
Fletcher, who built the present house in the early 1970s.
 The next mystery – does anyone know anything 
about “The Bricklayers Arms” and Antrobus Houses? 
Please contact either Catherine (724625) or Sue 
(725227). Many thanks.
 Over the next few months we hope to gather enough 
information on Helsby to provide a web site containing 
history and stories of the past. Please contact Sue 
Lorrimer on 725227 with any information on YOUR 
house or area of history.

Sue Lorimer

Found... can you help?!

THIS BEAUTIFUL WOODEN shield was 
found in the back room of St Paul’s 
church hall. Labelled “The Clifton Smith 
Billiard Shield”, it has many Helsby 
names on the smaller shields dating from 
1929 – 1934, such as Rushton, Bazley, 
Fairhurst, Millichamp, Fitch, Hinkley, 
Ravenscroft, Evans, Youd, Rimmer, 
Randles, Sampford, Vickers, Nield and 
Bunnell. If you can throw any light on 
who or what was Clifton Smith, please 
ring Joan Langton on 723895. This fine 

trophy will be on display in the newly-furnished snooker room at 
the Ex-Servicemen’s Club should anyone wish to see it.

Litter Pickers Action Day

The Village Spring Litter Pick will take place on Saturday 
5 April starting at 10 am and meeting in the Community 
Centre Car Park. Equipment is provided. “All we need 
are willing volunteers who can give us a couple of hours 
to help smarten up the village” says Marj Thoburn, who 
is organising the Pick. If you HATE LITTER and you are 
interested in joining the clean up, let Marj know on 
722304.

Vale Royal litterers to be hit in the pocket

PEOPLE CAUGHT 
dropping litter in Vale 
Royal, from cigarette 
butts to fast food, 
now face a fine of up 
to £75. The move 
forms part of Vale 
Royal Borough 
Council's 'Supporting 
my Local Environ-
ment' (SMYLE) 
campaign and has been introduced after consultation showed 
that over 95% of residents surveyed wanted to see cleaner 
streets and fines introduced for people who drop litter. 
 Despite 730 litter bins in and around the Borough, each 
year the Council clears over 3,000 tonnes of litter from the 
streets. Over the past six-months, the message 'Don't fall 
foul of a fine', with the introduction of football-style yellow 
and red cards issued as warnings that dropping litter is an 
offence and fines were coming, has been heavily publi-
cised, and roadshows have been held across the Borough 
reinforcing the new laws. 

After the fire …..

THE FIRE AT the Ex-Servicemen's Club last year was quite 
disastrous. The snooker room was destroyed and other 
rooms were covered in a fine black dust, so the club had to 
close. Many of the snooker players were anxious to reopen in 
time for the match season. Whispers started; “I've heard it's 
nowhere near ready” they said. “Don't listen to the bad news, 
we will be ready” came the reply, adding “but you may not 
have a ceiling, or a carpet!”. And they didn't. They didn't have 
proper seating either, and on the Tuesday of the first match, 
the two snooker tables were just bare slate! But the Alliance 
Snooker Company was wonderful, arriving exactly on time, 
so by the evening the tables were gleaming with green baize 
- and ready to play.
 Many thanks to all the teams who continued to play out of 
the 'Eccies' - the Police, the Golf Club and our own club 
teams, they have supported us and played whilst we had no 
heating - “don't worry, we'll just wear an extra woolly” they 
said. It was really cold! Now the snooker room is painted, 
with new fittings and furnishings and the new heating should 
be running by Easter. Whilst there is still some decoration and 
finishing off to be done, the club is getting back to normal.
 You can be sure of a warm welcome from the 'Eccies', 
junior players especially. The club is an ideal venue for that 
special party or just a quiet drink in the lounge. All our events 
are listed in Helsby News or Helsby to Hand. Come down and 
have a look - we are down Queen's Drive, turn right at the 
junction.

Joan Langton

Harmers Wood - can you help? 

THE FIRST QUARRY in Harmers Wood was started in 1831 by 
Benjamin Morris, the land was owned by Cholmondeley Estates and 
farmed by Cobbs, but no mention can be found of where the stone 
was used. If you can throw light on this, or have any stories of the 
hill, please let us know, to record for posterity! Ring 01928 
723891/722553 or e-mail harmerswood@googlemail.com.
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THE RECENT murder 
of Gary Newlove is a 
terrible tragedy that 
has no doubt caused 
fear in many people 
who experience a nui-

sance youth problem up and down the 
country. I hope you will agree that in 
Helsby we have seen fewer youths 
“hanging round” the streets than pre-
viously, due I believe, to the 
Neighbourhood Policing Unit which 
has become very effective at tackling 
anti-social behaviour.
 Many people tell me that ‘there are 
never Police around when you need 
them’ and I would agree that there is 
no substitute for just being there. But 
in this area we do a lot of “behind the 
scenes” work which you may well 
never see or hear of. This includes a 
trip by selected youths and ourselves 
to an Army barracks for a week, foot-
ball matches between youths and 
Police and, most importantly, visiting 

and working with parents and schools 
to provide long-term solutions to behav-
ioural problem. 
 PCSOs now have the power to 
issue a penalty notice and £75 fine for 
dropping litter. I will be using this power 
where appropriate and hopefully, in 
time, we will see a reduction in litter 
around the village. If there are any 
issues in relation to litter, graffiti etc, the 
Council’s StreetScene department 
(0800 435199) would like you to call.
 As I have previously mentioned, I 
am particularly keen on enhancing road 
safety and over the past month, you 
may have seen us addressing road 
traffic offences at various locations. On 
one particular day, over 15 motorists 
were apprehended on Chester Road for 
not wearing seatbelts, speeding and 
other driving offences. This work will 
continue and positive action will be 
taken where appropriate. On a lighter 
note, a Road Safety event for younger 
children was held in Helsby library on 

the 23 February. Children not only 
enjoyed the session, but also learned 
some valuable lessons.
 If anyone would like to speak to me 
or PC Donna Beswick, please contact 
us on 0845 458 6393 or email me on 
Christopher.maddocks@cheshire.pnn
.police.uk. To report an incident (e.g. 
nuisance youths, suspicious persons), 
or for immediate police attention 
please call 0845 458 0000. In an 
emergency always dial 999.

PCSO 20300 Chris Maddocks

Cemetery Extension

IN JANUARY 2008 Vale Royal Borough Council’s planning 
committee considered the resubmission of Helsby Parish 
Council’s planning application which had been refused last 
October due to concern over disturbance to the protected 
slow-worms on the site. As the site notice was incorrect the 
committee decided to defer the application to the February 
meeting.
 On 12 February 2008, the planning committee met again. 
This time, Helsby Parish Council had a rival application from 
an allotment holder, Mr David Temple. The planning officers 
approved both applications. The Parish Council was guided 
by Vale Royal Borough Council’s Nature Conservation Officer 
and Planning Control Officer to create a managed wildlife 
area and enhance the whole of the cemetery. Mr Temple’s 
application was to remove the existing wildlife area and use 
it for burial space as there was now some evidence that the 
slow worms inhabited the compost areas of the allotment. 
The Parish Council answered all the concerns raised from the 
initial refusal, to the satisfaction of the planning officers. Cllr 
Mark Gilson and Wendy Hogben from RSK spoke in favour of 
the application and Mr Temple spoke as an objector. The 
planning committee voted against the Parish Council’s appli-
cation by 9 votes to 5.
 Mr Temple’s application was not commented on by the 
Parish Council. His application was approved with the proviso 
that certain conditions are met, one of which is a recommen-
dation by Cheshire Wildlife Trust that a full slow-worm survey 
should be carried out. The Parish Council employed RSK 
Environment Ltd, at a cost of £3,200 for planning support 
including a management plan for the site and graphic support 
for planning and management plan. An additional £1,500 was 
spent supplying additional information and also answering 
the objections by allotment holders. The Parish Council has 
previously resolved to proceed to full appeal if its application 
was not approved.

Helsby Reporter

Goodbye to Vale Royal!

DECEMBER 18 last year was an important day in the history of 
the County of Cheshire. On that day in the House of Commons 
the Secretary of State at the Department of Communities and 
Local Government finally announced that Cheshire was to be 
governed from 1 April  2009 by TWO Unitary Councils.
 At the time of writing this decision was still to be ratified by 
the Houses of Commons and Lords. The Parish of Helsby will be 
in the new Council area of “Cheshire West and Chester”. Elec-
tions for the new Unitary Authorities will take place on 1 May this 
year and the councillors elected will run a “shadow” authority 
until the following April. In that period they will have to appoint 
staff and deal with other issues that will affect the residents. The 
County Council and six District Councils – including Vale Royal 
Borough Council – will be abolished on the day the new Councils 
take over. Cheshire West and Chester will take over from the 
County Council, Chester City Council, Ellesmere Port & Neston 
Borough Council and Vale Royal Borough Council.
 Until the elections in May Interim Boards have been set up at 
Councillor and Officer level to prepare the way for the “shadow” 
Councils. Details of the election and persons nominated will no 
doubt be dropping through letter boxes during the month of April. 
There will be no change to the operation of Helsby Parish Council.

Frank Thomas

Crime Prevention Tip

During the colder weather, please 
do not leave cars unattended 
whilst defrosting - two cars were 
stolen from surrounding areas in 
this manner in the last few months. 

Don’t let it be your car!

Chris’s 

Crime 

Column

New Parish Councillors

Helsby Parish Council is pleased to report that it has two 
new members:-
 Cllr Chris Ellams of Coppins Close joined the Council 

in January as a Central Ward Councillor replacing Mrs 
Barbara Atkinson who retired in December.  

 Cllr Kevin Kennedy of Mill Rise joined the Council in 
February as a South Ward Councillor replacing Mr 
Mike Bellairs who resigned in January.

Jeanette Hughes
Helsby Parish Clerk
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A Year in the Life...  

Michelle Pickstock looks back at her first year

IT’S BEEN a year since I first 
took up the newly created 
position of Development 
Manager at Helsby Commu-
nity and Sports Club, working 
with George Randles, Volun-
teer Development Officer. 
And what a year it’s been for 
everyone: the Executive 
Committee, the Redevelop-
ment Team and our 
members. We’ve achieved a 

great deal but still have a long way to go!
 During the winter months the club implemented a new 
logo and thanks to the Probation Service and a willing group 
of volunteers, the club was tided up and given a paint job. The 
spring saw the opening of the new floodlit tennis courts and 
Helsby FC bringing home the silverware in the form of the 
Runcorn FA Challenge Cup. 

 It was a wet summer but the Club held a successful open 
and family fun day, hosted the sell out Helsby Factor gala 
night and secured Michael Owen as the club’s patron. As we 
moved into autumn, Saturday morning Snooker sessions 
started and instantly grew in popularity, the Redevelopment 
Fund received a cash injection of £165k from the Rural 
Delivery Programme, which has recently been boosted by a 
£100k grant from Helsby Parish Council. An additional 230 
people have joined us over the course of the year and the 
club’s web site www.helsbysports.com is now averaging just 
short of 300 hits a month. The points I have outlined here 
don’t even begin to cover what’s been going on within the 
sporting sections, football, rugby and tennis camps, coaching 
badges achieved, volunteers recruited and the week in week 
out commitment and dedication of our volunteer coaches.
 Although it has been a successful and busy 12 months, 
we need to continue fund raising in earnest to ensure that we 
have the sporting facilities we need for the future. We also 
need to recruit more volunteers, attract sponsorship from 
local businesses, continue to grow our membership and 
shake off the image that the club is a closed shop (give us a 
try)! I’ve thoroughly enjoyed the year and here’s to the next 
12 months…

Helsby Factor - The Winners

IT WAS ANOTHER great night at the club on Friday 8 February 
as three fantastic singers demonstrated why they won the 
Helsby Factor event last September. The dance floor was full as 
Dave treated guests to a host of ‘Rat Pack’ classics, before 
Laura entertained with pop favourites. It was Jenny (pictured) 
who stole the show and reminded 
everybody why she was the overall 
winner, with a combination of opera 
songs including ‘Ave Maria’ and 
‘Casta Diva’ and favourites such as 
‘Hero’ and ‘Over the Rainbow’.
 We look forward to welcoming 
them all back to the club as part of 
our Saturday night entertainment 
programme in the future. Thanks to 
all involved in the success of the 
‘Winners night’. STOP PRESS Last 
year’s sellout gala night is going to 
become an annual event. This year 
it will take place on Saturday 4th 
October. Tickets on sale in March.

Join in the racquet!
Helsby Tennis Club Fun Day

Sunday 6 April - 1 pm onwards

All ages welcome
Pit your wits against our tennis coach

Record your fastest serve
Have a knock-about with friends

Join our club on the day and save yourself £5
Sign up for our 100-Club, raise funds and win prizes!

Call for Bowlers  

HELSBY BOWLS CLUB will be hosting 
the annual Sid Thornton Open Bowls 
Competition on Sunday 4th May. This 
year for the first time, there will also be a 
trophy and £40 cash prize for the junior 
who goes the furthest in the competition. 
For further details and to enter please 
contact David White on 01928 722480. 

Race and Games Night

IT WILL BE A case of ‘Starters orders’, 
‘Higher or lower’ and ‘Deal or no deal’ 
from 8 pm on Friday 18 April, as the 
club hosts another fun filled fundraising 
evening.
Open to all this is 
another event to sup-

port the Redevelopment Fund. Tickets 
are now on sale from the club or contact 
Michelle on 07856 177571. 

Two in a Row?

CAN HELSBY FC win the Runcorn District FA Challenge Cup 
for a second successive season? That's the question being 
asked following Helsby's 3-2 defeat of Moore United to book 
their place in the final against Runcorn Town. Gaz Gerrard 
scored one of the semi final goals and Nick Askey bagged two. 
It will be a fourth consecutive appearance in the final of this 
competition for the 'Green Machine', who fielded two teams in 
the cup this season. Let's hope last year's cup success can be 
matched in the final later this spring. 
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Clear Out with Club Car Boot
FANCY A CLEAR-OUT in time for Spring? Then 
come along to the club’s car boot sale on Sunday 30 
March. As well as hard standing outdoor pitches we 
have a limited number of indoor pitches. Toilets and 
refreshments will be available. All proceeds from the 
day will go towards the club’s redevelopment fund. 
All pitches can be booked in advance. Outdoor 
pitches will be available on the day but indoor pitches 
must be pre-booked. Please phone Michelle on 
07856 177571 to reserve a place.
Seller’s Pricing – Car £8, Car & Trailer / Van £10, V an and Trailer £15
Set up from 7 am for sellers. Open to the public from 7.30 a m.

Helsby Mile 

HELSBY COMMUNITY  
Sports Club is delighted to 
have been asked to host a 
Sport Relief Mile at the 
club on Sunday 16 March. 
Sport Relief is an initiative 
of Comic Relief aimed at 
harnessing the power of sport to help change 
people’s lives in the UK and in some of the 
world’s poorest countries. Full details and pic-
tures will be featured in the next edition of the 
Helsby News. 

Shell Four Villages 

Half Marathon

MORE THAN 1,500 runners pounded 
the streets of Helsby, Dunham on the 
Hill, Mouldsworth and Manley for the 
annual Shell Four Villages Half Mara-
thon on Sunday 21 January.
 The title was retained by Tomas 
Abyu, the Salford Harrier showing his 
liking for the event by leading from an 
early stage to win in one hour, five 
minutes and 22 seconds. He was 
closely matched by runner-up Neil 
Renault (Long Eaton RC), until Abyu 
sprinted away in the final straight of 

Denbigh Close, Helsby, to win by 
three seconds. 
 Half marathon organiser, Andy 
Smith, said: “The race has grown in 
both number and stature since its 
inception in 1982 where we saw around 

100 runners attending the inaugural 
event. Today the number of entries 
always exceeds the limit. We are very 
grateful to Shell whose support has 
allowed us to proceed with greater con-
fidence in putting on the event.”
 Helsby Running Club’s Adair 
Broughton was the highest-placed 
home runner, finishing 78th overall 
(39th in the men’s senior class). Our 
Club Chairman, Dave Healing, fin-
ished the race fourth fastest in the 
male veterans 70s class, with a time 
of two hours and ten minutes. The 
race also helps to generate many 
thousands of pounds for several local 
charities.

STOP PRESS - £100k Parish Council Grant

OUR REDEVELOPMENT plans received another welcome boost in January 
when the Parish Council voted to award a £100,000 grant to the club. The club 
held six open consultation meetings to discuss the proposals with residents 
and was delighted that over 98% of villagers who attended agreed that the 
Parish Council be approached to raise the precept to fund the grant. The 
precept will rise by an average of £4 per year to fund the grant. The club had 
initially asked the Parish Council for £200,000 but was delighted to receive 
£100,000 in light of other financial commitments by the Parish Council. Club 
Chairman Dave Healing commented, “This is a golden opportunity for the 
village and things are really starting to move forward now.”

Buy A Brick 

HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB has launched a 
‘Buy a Brick’ appeal to help fund the estimated £2.9m costs 
towards the new clubhouse and indoor sports facilities. It is 
essential that the club demonstrates commitment to the 
project through fundraising initiatives. The club is looking for 
local companies to support our Buy a Brick appeal. Every-
one who buys a brick will receive a certificate and have their name displayed 
on a plaque in the new club as a permanent reminder of their support. In 
addition their name will be added to a web site role of honour which will go live 
in the summer. Individuals, companies and local groups and schools are all 
being encouraged to support the initiative. Bricks are available for a donation 
of £5 per brick. Anyone who is a UK tax payer can complete a gift aid 
declaration allowing the club to claim the tax back – this means a £5 brick is 
actually worth £6.40 to the club.

Helsby Parish Councillors

North Ward 
Sylvia Crossley-Jones  723115 
Alan Gardner    722360 
Mark Gilson     723519
George Porter    725080 
Betty Williams    722227 

Central Ward  
Chris Ellams     724409 
Patricia Holder    727384 
Stuart Hulse (Chair)  724272 
Sam Johnson    722297 
Terry O’Neill     723205 

South Ward  
Bill Foster     727392 
Kevin Kennedy    726534 
John Kerry     723399 
George Randles   724775 
Frank Thomas    722179 

Clerk
Jeanette Hughes    726433
Primrose Cottage, Back Lane, 
Alvanley, WA6 9AN


