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said Sarah, “I wouldn’t have got this 
far without their support”.
 Sarah will take up a full time post 
at The Heathercliffe in July, another 
step towards her ambition to be a 
Head Chef and run her own restau-
rant.
 Well done Sarah and congratula-
tions to Helsby High. Watch out 
Gordon Ramsey!

Marj Thoburn

Sarah celebrates success!
WHEN SHE WAS 14, Helsby High 
School pupil Sarah Ireland began to 
think about catering as a career. Even 
then she couldn’t have dreamt that, 
two years later at 16, she would cre-
ate quite a stir when she came fourth 
in the 2008 National Junior Chef of 
the Year Competition. 
 Competing against chefs from 
around the country, Sarah’s signature 
dish ‘Saddle of Lamb with baby nettle 
stuffing’ won her praise from Interna-
tional Chef Gary Rhodes, who judged 
the competition. She had created it 
whilst on day placement at The 
Heathercliffe Country Hotel in Frod-
sham.
 “I decided to use it for the compe-
tition because customers seemed to 
like it when it was on the menu”, 
Sarah told Helsby News.
 She is currently finishing her 
GCSE exams and was full of praise 
for the staff at Helsby High who 
encouraged her and flexibly arranged 
a timetable that meant she could do 
three days in school, one day at West 
Cheshire College and a day place-
ment. “The staff really helped me 
follow my dream of becoming a chef”, 

Helsby village can 

congratulate itself!

FROM CAR stickers and posters 
and protesting letters to MPs, 
through to showing up in large 
numbers at the recent incinerator 
inquiry, Helsby residents can take 
some pride in rallying behind the 
Residents Against Incinerator 
(RAIN) campaign. 
 The inquiry came to an end on 
28 May with the completion of the 
closing statements from the four 
principal parties. The Inspector will 
now write his report and make rec-
ommendations to the two 
Secretaries of State concerned 
with planning and appeal matters. 
 Hopefully, for Helsby’s sake 
and the environment, RAIN has 
won the day! For full report see 
page 3.

All change?

NEXT APRIL sees the demise of 
Cheshire County Council and its 
underlying Borough Councils and 
the emergence of the new unitary 
councils of ‘Cheshire West and 
Chester’ and ‘Cheshire East’. 
 Following the recent election of 
three Conservative Councillors 
representing Helsby and Frod-
sham, there is now Conservative 
control of the body setting up the 
new local authority of Cheshire 
West and Chester.
 So, in the time until next April, 
many changes and reorganisation 
will be taking place - with lots of 
things ‘up in the air’. What is partic-
ularly interesting for the village - 
and the Helsby Community Sports 
Club - is the question: what will 
happen to any land or facility cur-
rently owned by Vale Royal 
Borough Council?.

Helsby Reporter 

Onwards and upwards?

OUR LOCAL Tesco store is looking to 
enlarge its premises. Plans have 
been submitted by Brookhouse, who 
own the land and buildings, to extend 
the existing building by 1,870 sq m. 
 The extra space will provide addi-
tional retail and storage areas and 
improved staff facilities. On the left-
hand side of the store (over the exist-
ing toilets – which will be moved) 
there will be a lift to a café on the new 
first floor area, but the existing roof-
line will be maintained. 

 To keep residents in the area 
informed of the plans, Brookhouse 
sent around about 800 letters of con-
sultation to local residents as well as 
a public display in the Library with 
comment forms for people to com-
plete.
 To assist in addressing some of 
the anti-social behaviour issues with 
the Tesco car park, discussions are 
taking place to install a barrier to the 
car park and a lockable gate for the 
footpath in between the store and 
new residential development. 

Barbara Ginty
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IN BRIEF...
Tennis court vandalism

FOLLOWING A horrific spate of mind-
less vandalism at Helsby Tennis 
Club’s meeting hut, the club had to 
postpone its planned fun day in May. 
The damage was so bad that the hut 
has had to be demolished. 
 

Calling all dog owners

HELSBY NEWS has been told that 
some responsible dog owners in the 
village feel they should stand together 
to name and shame those dog own-
ers who they see around Helsby 
allowing their pets to foul without 
cleaning up after them! 
 “It makes us all look bad”, said one 
incensed owner. Increased fouling is 
reported on Bates Lane, Plovers Lane 
Estate and Chester Road, exactly the 
routes that children walk to school.
 Recently the Helsby Village Action 
Group has been instrumental in plac-
ing more dog foul bins around the 
village so there really isn’t any excuse 
for this irresponsible behaviour!

Guides

HELSBY GUIDES have been busy 
cultivating a plot alongside the 
entrance to the Community Centre. 
Three patrols of 10-15 year olds are 
spending time, during their Wednes-
day evening Guide night, weeding 
and planting flowers as part of their 
‘Community in Action’ badge work. A 
nice idea to bring some more summer 
colour into the village. Well done!

Homewatch

WANT TO learn about Home Watch 
in Helsby? Visit www.hvag.co.uk or 
e-mail Homewatch@hvag.org.uk for 
more details.
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Helsby Day Fun
FINAL PREPARATIONS are being made for the village fun day 
event, which has become known locally as 'Helsby Day'. It is 
being organised jointly by the Helsby Community Sports Club and 
the Helsby Village Action Group, and will take place at the sports 
club on Saturday 12 July. It's going to be an action packed day 
with something for all the family. A large variety of stalls and 
sideshows have already been organised. As well as miniature 
steam train rides, a bouncy castle and face painting, Helsby 

Pre-School will be running a Toddler Play 
area. There will also be an assault course, craft stalls, plant and 
book sales, sporting displays and taster sessions, a variety of 
refreshments including a beer tent, tea tent and barbeque. St Paul's 
and the Methodist Church are jointly organising some entertaining 
activities, there will be fun with the local Cubs, Scouts, Brownies 
and Guides, Police from Western Rural will be on hand to security 
mark bikes. The Helsby Hillside Women's Institute will also be there 
as will your Helsby News Editorial Team. 
Helsby Puppy School will be organising an 
'enter on the day dog show', while Rowlin-
sons Solicitors of Frodsham are sponsoring 

a rounders tournament. There will be plenty of traditional attrac-
tions too, with bucket throws, penny rolls, knock the cans down, 
stocks and splat the rat all on offer. The idea of the day is to 
showcase everything Helsby has to offer as well as bringing the 
village together to have some fun. There are a very limited number of stalls still 
available. If you haven't signed up and would like a stall, please ring Michelle on 
07856177571 as soon as possible. Check out www.helsbysports.com for the latest 
updates and more info on the dog and rounders competitions.

Michelle Pickstock

It’s a bit of a quiet summer, but here are a select ion of forthcoming 
events in the village. As usual, all contributions are more than welcome - 
please contact the Editors on 724848 / 722304.

June 2008
27-29 June Art, Flower and Craft Exhibition, St Paul’s Church. 10 am
    (Sunday 29 - 12 noon)

July 2008  
12 July   Helsby Village Fun Day, Helsby Community Sports Club
    11am onwards
14 July  Helsby Parish Council Meeting Library 7pm

August 2008 
4 August   Helsby Parish Council Meeting Library 7pm

September 2008
8 Sept  Helsby Parish Council Meeting Library 7pm
21 Sept   Car Boot Sale, Community Sports Club
    Stall Holders 7am. Public 7.30am 

Also - live entertainment every Saturday evening at Helsby Community 
Sports Club.

Police Surgeries
Held at 2pm in Helsby Community Centre, Lower Robin Hood Lane on:
 Saturday 21 June, 2008
 Saturday 19 July, 2008
 Saturday 16 August, 2008
 Saturday 20 September, 2008
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THE PUBLIC INQUIRY into Peel Environmental (Ince) 
Ltd’s plans to build a Resource Recovery Park and a 
Waste Incinerator on Ince Marshes ended on 28 May with 
the Closing Statements from the four principle parties: 
Peel (the applicant), the County Council, the two local 
Borough Councils (joint), and Residents Against Incinera-
tor (RAIN).
 The Inspector will now write his report and 
consider the recommendations he will make 
to the Secretary of State at the Department of 
Enterprise and Regulatory Reform (for the 
Incinerator application) and the Secretary of 
State at the Department of Communities and 
Local Government (for the Resource Recov-
ery Park appeal). 
 Copies of the closing statements are on RAIN’s web 
site www.rain-ince.org.uk. Peel’s case was based princi-
pally on the following:
 It is Government policy to reduce the amount of waste 
going to landfill and to have large regional waste treat-
ment facilities; 
 Ince Marshes is the only site available to accommodate 
the size of facility proposed: the site offers access by 
water and rail as well as road; 
 The Government has said there is no risk to public health 
from modern incinerators. 

During his evidence, Cllr Garman from Kelsall accused 
Peel of “cloaking an overtly commercial proposal with a 
veneer of environmental respectability”. Cheshire County 
Council withdrew opposition on the grounds of traffic, air 
quality, noise, ecology, and landscape, but did put a very 
strong case forward on the critical issues of compliance 
with planning policy and need. Ellesmere Port & Neston 
Borough Council and Vale Royal Borough Council 
robustly maintained their opposition on the grounds of 

compliance with planning policy, need and land-
scape. 
RAIN’s case focused on the use of a greenfield 
site, the incinerator would be a waste disposal 
operation not waste treatment (this has critical 
implications for Peel’s ability to import waste), 
there was no need for such a big facility in one 
location that was not near the sources of most of 
the waste and health concerns. RAIN showed 

that the Government statement that “research carried out 
to date shows no credible evidence of adverse health 
outcomes for those living near incinerators” is demonstra-
bly untrue by quoting 20 reputable scientific studies. 
 Overall the opponents to this development put their 
case well. The well attended evening public session and 
representations from a number of local parish councils 
showed the Inspector the strength of local feeling. A 
decision from the Government is unlikely before the 
autumn. We shall just have to wait!

Andrew Lorimer

New North Ward councillors

HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL is 
pleased to report the co-option of Cllr 
Trish Robertson of Latham Avenue 
and Cllr Sarah Temple of Redstone 
Hill for the North Ward vacancies. 
Both joined the Parish Council at the 
May meeting.

Sandstone Bridge to be lit up

THE PARISH COUNCIL has received 
a match-funding grant of £4199 from 
‘Awards for All’ and is now able to 
undertake the installation of lighting 
on the eight buttresses of the sand-
stone bridge adjacent to Tesco. 
Ardern Electrical Ltd will start work 
soon and it’s expected that the work 
will be finished by the end of summer.

Cemetery extension update

FOLLOWING THE Borough Council’s 
refusal to allow the Parish Council to 
extend the cemetery and form new 
wildlife garden in the adjacent allot-
ment site, the Parish Council 
employed RSK Environment Ltd to 
apply for grant of appeal. Documents 
have now been submitted and a deci-
sion expected in around six months 
time.

 Meanwhile, an allotment holder 
applied for ‘Change of Use’ of the 
existing Wildlife Area to form new 
burial plots and this application was 
successful. 
 When the Council receives the 
outcome of its appeal it will then be in 
a position to reach a solution on the 
best way forward for Helsby residents.

Stiff competition!

HELSBY JUMPED from eighth to 
third place in the Cheshire-wide 2007 
Community Pride Competition, being 
beaten by the ‘Chocolate Box’ vil-
lages of Prestbury and Tarporley in 
the 2,500 - 5,000 population award 
category.
 The Parish Council is confident 
that, with your help, Helsby can look 
lovely again and make a big impres-
sion on the judges! The Village Action 
Group and Methodist Church organ-

ise regular ‘Litter Picks’ but it’s the 
in-between bits that need your help. 
 Residents are asked to support 
the effort by keeping gardens as tidy 
as possible and picking up the odd bit 
of litter to help maintain the appear-
ance of the village.

‘Best-Kept’ competition

THE PARISH COUNCIL is again 
organising this very popular event 
and the judges will be looking for 
award winners in the following cate-
gories:
 Best-Kept Garden (all Wards)
 Best-Kept Business Premises
 Best-Kept Shop    
 Best-Kept Allotment – Queens Drive
 Best-Kept Allotment – Old Chester 
Road  

Judging will take place during the 
summer.

Jeanette Hughes (Clerk)

Parish Council news

Incinerator inquiry ends

Horse & Jockey update

It is sad to see the demise of the Horse & Jockey, one of Helsby’s oldest 
pubs.  Standing on the former Chester – Frodsham turnpike and, whilst not 
a ‘listed’ building, the pub is regarded as a ‘locally important building’ in the 
VRBC Historic Building Survey 1977.  Developers have purchased the site 
but surely a landmark like this pub should be sympathetically redeveloped 
rather than demolished? If you agree, once the planning application is 
announced. please make your views known to the appropriate authorities.

Sue Lorimer
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Societies updates

Community Centre
‘Diddi dancing’ is the latest addition to 
the Centre’s activities, involving dance 
classes for 3-6 year olds on Thursday 
afternoons. In conjunction with Age Con-
cern, ‘taster classes’ for Tai Chi and 
Yoga will be offered on Thursday and 
Friday mornings respectively in early 
June. A new smoke and fire alarm sys-
tem is to be installed in both the Library 
and Community Centre during July or 
August, so we’ll endeavour to keep dis-
ruption to our users to a minimum.

Village Produce Association 
The Village Produce Association (VPA) 
plant sale went very well and raised 
£350. The vegetable stall quickly sold 
almost all of their plants and there was 
very little left on the herbaceous and 
shrub stall by the end of the morning. 
Thanks to all those who donated plants. 

Footpaths Society
Two walks held during April and May as 
part of the Frodsham Festival of Walks 
were very successful and much enjoyed 
by the sixteen or so people who took part 
in each. We were lucky with the weather 
and look forward to taking part again 
next year.

Mike Culverhouse

Village Society
February's talk was entitled 'A Little 
Bit of Borneo'.  The speaker was 
David Cummings who, as usual, 
had brought along some excellent 
slides. In March, we heard from  
Donald Lodge who spoke about his 
experiences as a butler.
 The Annual General Meeting 
was held in April.  A good year was 
reported and Mrs. Janet Ford 
agreed to stand again as chairman, 
and Mrs. Beryl Johnson as secre-
tary.  The committee also agreed to 
stay for another year although it was 
pointed out that more committee 
members would be appreciated.
 After the meeting,  Karol Bailey's 
talk was entitled 'Game for a Goose'.  
She spoke  about rearing geese for 
the table at Hollies Farm, Tabley, 
along with pigs and sheep and 
despite the hard work involved, she 
had some funny stories to tell.
 The Helsby Village Society starts 
again in September on the last 
Thursday of the month - the  pro-
gramme will be posted in the  foyer 
of the Community Centre. Visitors 
and new members are always wel-
come.

Barbara Norgain

SYLVIA HAS LIVED in Helsby for almost 30 years, and 
although she has done quite a mixture of things, the areas 
which are important to her and where she now concen-
trates her activities do coalesce and sometimes run 
parallel quite nicely.
 At Keele, studying for a Bachelor in Education, Sylvia 
took Music and learned to play the organ to performance 
level. She was organist at St Paul's Church over two 
periods totalling 15 years, and administers and teaches 
within the organist Training Scheme, run by the Royal 
School of Church Music for the Diocese of Chester. Whilst 
on an organ scholarship at Mechelen Cathedral in Bel-
gium, Sylvia stayed with the clergy and was amazed at 
their fluency and ability to switch from language to lan-
guage, so Sylvia determined to remedy this gap in her 
education. At home, and whilst on her visits to Nepal and 
helped by the Ghurkas, she worked hard and is now fluent 
in Nepali and Sherpa which has enabled her to put some-
thing back into their education system. She also speaks 
Swahili and a couple of Bantu languages and is able to do 
the same in Kenya. 
 Before doing her degree, Sylvia had studied Biology 
and continued these studies parallel to her music. As 
Head of Biology for six years at Neston Comprehensive, 
she took the Institute of Biology exams in Ecology and 
Animal Behaviour and this discipline has been of immense 
importance in her life. She is a voluntary National Trust 
Warden for Helsby Hill and with the help of local vets she 

cares for and, where 
possible, rehabilitates 
injured birds back into 
the wild. 
Sylvia lists her present 
profession as Char-
tered Educational and 
Clinical Psychologist, a 
Cognitive Psychother-
apist and a Chartered 
Scientist, and within 
these areas there are 
many facets. 
 Apart from the edu-
cational work, which 
she does for other countries and as a Special Educational 
Needs governor at a local primary school, the clinical work 
helps to give back to clients a better quality of life which 
Sylvia finds very rewarding. She has also worked as a 
Sports Psychologist, preparing athletes for high level com-
petition. 
 If all this leaves you exhausted, how about serving as 
a long-standing member of Helsby Parish Council, caring 
for two golden retrievers and two cats, regularly exercising 
her chestnut mare Minnow, photography and painting! “I 
live a fairly quiet life”, says Sylvia, “I do a lot of reading and 
really just go from day to day”. I don't believe it!

Hillside WI
March’s speaker was Andrew Roberts 
with a talk about ‘Footwear Through the 
Ages’, which included the history of his 
family business that began in Llanwrst in 
the days of horse drawn transport. 
Andrew’s father, a shoe maker, left Wales 
to go to London to work with Harrods and 
travelled to many parts of the world buy-
ing skins for the shoe trade. After serving 
in World War II he returned to North 
Wales to open a shoe shop in Llandudno. 
Andrew brought along some interesting 
examples of shoes both historic and mod-
ern.
 April’s speaker was John Pickford with 
a talk abut Drawing Cartoons. After telling 
some comic stories while illustrating them 
with his drawings, we were all handed 
paper and pencils and had to produce a 
cartoon!
 At the May meeting, we had a talk 
about lavender, which has been around 
since the days of the Pharaohs. The 
speaker was Mary Dearden and she 
spoke enthusiastically about its versatility 
as a perfume and its uses medicinally. At 
the tea break, we were all offered a laven-
der flavoured biscuit.
 Meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday of each month except August. 
Visitors and new members are always 
welcome.

Barbara Norgain

Focus on Sylvia Crossley-Jones
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Bobby on the Beat…One year on!

FOR MORE than a year now PCSO 
Chris Maddocks has been pounding 
the pavements of Helsby and Helsby 
News thought it high time to find out 
from Chris what that year has been 
like. We caught up with him, in his 
yellow high visibility jacket, as he was 
monitoring parking outside school and 
taking an interest in traffic matters, 
something that has become an 
increasing priority. He has been 
involved in more traffic initiatives 

since Christmas and these ‘watches’ are particularly around the 
use of mobile phones, seat belts and speeding through the village.
 Chris told us that when he started it wasn’t uncommon for him 
to come across bands of youths, frequently not from the village, 
causing alcohol fed trouble on the park. In the first few months 
he was regularly confiscating booze, issuing yellow and red 
‘STOP’ cards and escorting local kids back to, we hope, their 
embarrassed parents. Chris has worked with the pubs and off 
licences in the village to prevent sales and proxy sales to young-
sters and as a result he has seen a significant reduction in 
alcohol seizures and drunken behaviour. “All credit to the village 
retailers. Their response has been impressive”, says Chris. In 
reality it seems that there are only two or three anti-social 
youngsters around the village and they are well known.
 Chris has worked in collaboration with the High School pro-
ducing an ‘acceptable behaviour contract’ which can be used to 
help kids stay on the right side of things. It has been an enjoyable 
first year even though there have been difficult times when folk 
have had a go at him for doing his job. Philosophically, Chris 
says “Helsby is a great place to work and I’ve found most 
villagers happy to work with me to solve the problems”.
 And what of the second year? Along with his normal duties, 
Chris will continue his collaborative approach to developing the 
Homewatch Scheme and then there are the new Litter laws to 
police - our PCSO will be on the case! Watch out for those fixed 
penalty fines…a dropped cigarette butt can cost you £75!

Marj Thoburn

Councillor Betty Williams retires
AFTER 25 YEARS of dedicated serv-
ice as a parish councillor, Betty 
Williams said her final goodbye to her 
colleagues in April when she retired 
from the Council. Twice Chairman of 
the Council and 15 years a Borough 
Councillor, Betty has given more to 
the village than most.
 Betty first came to Helsby in 1967 and pretty soon joined the 
WI, made friends and became active in village life. ”I’ve always 
been a doer“, said Betty, “My family were always involved in 
community affairs so I suspect it’s in my genes. I have always felt 
it important to make a contribution wherever one can”.
 In her 25 years Betty has seen many changes in parish 
council affairs. Consideration of mostly local issues has 
expanded into having to read and comment on much broader 
consultation documents from Borough and County Councils. 
Betty has enjoyed her parish council work and has valued work-
ing with her colleagues. Helsby News says a big “thank you, 
Betty” on behalf of the residents, for your wise counsel and 
dedicated service to Helsby for all those years.

Marj Thoburn

1st Helsby Scouts – a short(ish) history

PHOTOGRAPHIC evidence in the WI scrapbook 
(pictured) shows the troop at Lindthorpe, Chester Road, in 
1908 led by Scoutmasters Hugh Higson and Geoffrey 
Roberts . In November 1925, a 1st Helsby Wolf Cub Pack 
was registered under 
the leadership of Mr P 
Tittle. Three years lat-
er, Cubs and Scouts 
were amalgamated 
and 1st Helsby Scout 
group was registered, 
led by Frank Fairhurst, 
Fred Barford and 
Leonard Tittle. Since 1931 the headquarters have been 
based on the parish field in Helsby where the modern 
headquarters used today opened in 1987. 
 In the early days, 1st Helsby had a close relationship 
with BICC where many of the leaders worked, which is 
perhaps why, in 1938, the group was officially registered 
as ‘1st Helsby BI’. The family of Colonel Stead who, we 
believe, was the Group Scout Leader in the 1930s, 
bequeathed Queen Charlotte’s Wood campsite to the 
District. Nowadays Cubs and Scouts camp out frequently 
and the Cub Christmas Camp at Queen Charlotte’s Wood, 
where a full Christmas dinner is served amongst many 
other activities, is an annual institution! 
 The Beaver section, for 6-8 year olds, started in 1996 
and has gone from strength to strength; current leaders 
are Judith Potts and Diane Jones. Cub Leaders are 
Vanessa Mallalue, Sue Pearson and Jason Neugebauer 
and Scouts Leaders are Andrew Neugabauer and Paul 
Cummings; the Group Committee is chaired by Karen 
Brown.

 Although Scouting may be 100 years old, it’s a modern 
movement. All sections are now co-educational, the uni-
form has been updated, as have the badges that the 
youngsters work for – art and crafts, cookery, hiking, first 
aid and grass sledging! We are a thriving group with over 
80 youngsters enrolled as members and waiting lists for 
each section. So  don’t wait until your child reaches Bea-
ver age (6-8 years old) before putting their name down!
 We are very grateful for all the help and support over 
the years and thanks to Rev Margaret of St Paul’s Church, 
we held a very successful Thanksgiving service in Febru-
ary. This summer we have a Group camp planned where 
Beavers, Cubs and Scouts will join together for a weekend 
of fun and adventure, and an open day is planned for later 
in the year to display photos and memorabilia. 
 If anyone has photos, information or memories to share 
with us, we would love to hear from you via our web site 
www.1sthelsbyscouts.org.uk. We would also welcome 
any adult help – in particular we would love another scout 
leader to join us. If you’re interested, please get in touch! 

Judith Potts
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IN THE PAST, I have 
often referred to anti-
social behaviour and 
nuisance youths. This 
month, given the 
number of recent 

complaints, I would like to focus on 
anti-social parking.  I don’t like issu-
ing parking tickets - this would only 
be a last resort where I can’t find a 
vehicle’s owner or when it is parked 
in such a way that ignores all reason-
able consideration for any rules of 
the road.
 Highway Code Rule 243 tells driv-
ers not to stop or park on a bend, 
opposite or within 10 metres of a 
junction, near the brow of a hill or 
hump bridge, opposite a traffic 
island, where the kerb has been low-

ered, or in front of an entrance to a 
property.  Also, stopping or parking on 
the zig-zags (outside schools and 
around the zebra crossing in the cen-
tre of the village) is also prohibited 
and can potentially be deemed a dan-
gerous position which incurs a 
greater fine of £60 and three points 
on a driving licence. For further 
advice about parking see 
www.direct.gov.uk and search for 
‘parking’. 
 To try to improve parking around 
Hornsmill Primary School, pupils Sam 
and Luke Thomas designed a parking 
ticket of their own, which has been 
issued by pupils of the school, to 
educate parents on where not to park 
around the school. Here, parents are 
putting their children’s peers in dan-

ger by parking in sometimes 
dangerous positions. 
 You can contact me on 0845 458 
6393 or by e-mail  at 
Christopher.maddocks@cheshire.p
nn.police.uk. To report an incident 
(e.g. nuisance youths, suspicious 
persons), or for immediate police 
attention please call 0845 458 0000. 
In an emergency always dial 999.

Travel News

Senior bus and rail passes
Helsby residents aged 60 and over 
can take advantage of the new free 
bus pass from Vale Royal Borough 
Council. The pass allows free travel 
on nearly all bus services in England 
after 9.30 am, including services into 
Wales providing they start or finish in 
England. Some services are exempt, 
such as long distance buses, Man-
chester Metrolink and chartered or 
special coaches. Contact the Bor-
ough Council for more details.
 Alternatively, senior residents can 
choose to have a Senior Rail Card. 
Priced at £24, this can be obtained 
via the Internet from Railtrack or from 
a staffed rail station. Normally the 
Borough Council makes a small 
charge, but Helsby Parish Council 
has agreed to pay the charge on 
behalf of its residents.

Further rail honours
Members of the North Cheshire Rail 
User Group, who look after Helsby 
station, recently won the Arriva Trains 
Wales Northern Area ‘Best Station 
Garden’ award. Our local MP, Mike 
Hall, has written to congratulate the 
group on another success.

Summer timetable
The new summer rail timetable came 
into operation on Sunday 18 May with 
an additional Monday to Saturday 
service to Manchester. Departing 
Helsby at 05.36 and arriving at Man-
chester Piccadilly at 06.32, this will 
allow you to get to Manchester Airport 
much earlier having changed trains at 
Piccadilly.

Frank Thomas
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During the hot weather, ensure 
doors and windows are 

secured when there is no-one 
around. 

Don’t let anyone sneak in to 
your house!

Making a difference!

ONCE AGAIN, on a chilly April morning, 
a group of residents and parish council-
lors, wearing high visibility jackets and 
brandishing picking sticks, could be 
seen along the main roads in the vil-
lage, scouring for litter. “25 bags this 
time, 10 less than last year but still far 
too much”, said Marj Thoburn who 
organised the litter pick on behalf of the Village Action Group. The next litter 
pick will be in the Autumn. Contact Marj on 722304 if you want to lend a hand!

Parish Council elects new Chairman

AFTER MANAGING A farm in Sussex for six years, George Randles 
took a job selling agricultural machinery and when he and his family 
moved to Helsby in 1985, it was as Field Sales Manager for the UK 
and finally, a year later, as MD. George was co-opted onto the Parish 
Council in 2001 and was part of the team of three parish councillors 
that kick-started the village plan - now as planned being driven 
forward independently by the Helsby Village Action Group. 
 Though he semi-retired in 2006 from the day job, what with Parish 
Council business and his other role as Voluntary Development Officer 
for the Helsby Community Sports Club, working alongside Michelle Pickstock, George finds there 
is little spare time! But he isn’t complaining! Having enjoyed playing football and rugby, George 
recognises the value in developing Helsby Community Sports Club. He sees it as a great asset for 
Helsby, but knows there is a lot to do. The next stage is for planning permission which will need a 
lot of preparation, not to mention funding – an uphill task but as he says, he is not a quitter!
 Discussing some of the village issues, George recognised that village shops everywhere had 
a struggle to survive and that the parking situation was a mess. On the Precept, he said a lot of 
money had been spent on the Community Centre, replacing the floor (damaged by water from a 
burst boiler), new lighting and the proposed new kitchen. The building is owned by Cheshire County 
Council yet funding has to come from the Village Precept. “As a Quality Parish Council we are trying 
to move the village forward”, he said, “and a lot more houses are being built in the village so the 
Precept will be reviewed”.
 When time allows, George likes playing golf and walking his dog ‘Daisy’. He also enjoys fine 
wine – when the budget allows! His wife, Pippa, is active in village affairs too; a member of the WI, 
she also listens to children reading at Hillside Primary. In looking forward to his tenure as Chairman 
of the Parish Council, George expressed the hope that the next twelve months would see the 
foundations in place for new facilities at the Helsby Community Sports Club, and that more young 
people would come forward to stand for the Parish Council – bringing fresh energy and different 
aspirations.

Barbara Ginty

Chris’s 

Crime 

Column
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Football

One hundred and counting...
HELSBY FOOTBALL CLUB held its 
Annual Presentation Night and 
Sportsman's Dinner on Friday 16 
May. Guest speaker was David John-
son, ex-professional for Liverpool, 
Everton, Ipswich and England, who 
delighted the audience with stories 
from his glittering career. He was fol-
lowed by a hilarious comedian from 
Hartlepool, Mickey Gunn, who by 
general consensus was the funniest 
act to grace the Club stage for many 
a year. The end of season award 
ceremony saw Helsby FC's senior 
players pick up medals and trophies 
for their endeavours during the 2007-
8 campaign. Individual winners were:

1st XI player of the season: Gaz Gerrard  
2nd XI player of the season: Mark Richards

1st XI players' player: Nick Askey
2nd XI players' player: Mark Richards
1st XI manager's player: Jeff Enamu

2nd XI manager's player: Daz Sanders
1st XI committee's player: Kevin Ward

2nd XI committee's player: Steve Hussin
1st XI top scorer: Nick Askey 

2nd XI top scorer: Lee Banner

The prolific Nick Askey also picked up a 
special award for topping a century of 
goals for Helsby's first team in the last 
four seasons, a remarkable feat at any 
level of amateur football. Nick, 23, came 
through the Helsby youth ranks and 
notched 19 goals in 2004/5, 28 goals in 
2005/6, 31 goals in 2006/7 and a further 
31 goals in the season just gone.

Calling all under 12s
HELSBY FC has announced that they will 
be starting an U12s team (school year 7) 
next season, with games taking place on 
Saturday mornings. Anyone interested in 
playing for this age group should contact 
Paul Nicholls on 01928 725077.

Helsby FC versus Runcorn Linnets 
Can’t wait for the new football season to 
start? Come along and support your local 
team, Helsby FC, as they play their first 
friendly of new season. The game is 
scheduled for Tuesday 15 July at Helsby 
Community Sports Club. Helsby host 
Runcorn Linnets FC from the North West 
Counties League. This is a repeat of last 
year's pre-season game when around 
150 spectators enjoyed the game. 

Rugby

Summer training
HELSBY RUGBY CLUB 
summer training will com-
mence on the Tuesday 17 
June for the Senior Teams 
and from Wednesday 25 June for the 
juniors. Training is open to new and exist-
ing players. The training will take place at 
our rugby pitches behind Tesco. For more 
info contact Stuart Wilkinson on 07891 
504 265

Juniors receive a little bit extra
ANDREW HAYES, Equity Partner of 
the Halifax in Frodsham, presented a 
cheque to Helsby Rugby Develop-
ment Officer, Stuart Wilkinson, and 
Jason Chapman, U7s Team Manag-
er, at the Alvanley and Manley Spring 
Fete in May. The under sevens team 
entertained crowds at the fete with a 
Tag display game.
 Mark Horridge, Secretary of the 
Junior Rugby section, said “We’ve 
had another very successful season 
involving children from 5 years to 16 
years. Next season we intend to do 
the same and with financial help from 
the Halifax in Frodsham, we can look 
to further improve our pitches and 
pitch side shelter to accommodate 
the ever increasing numbers”.
 Andrew said “We are proud to be 
associated with Helsby Junior Rugby 
Club; they have come from nothing only a 
few short years ago, and now continue to 
grow from strength to strength. It’s a real 
local success story”.

Double success for under 9s
HELSBY UNDER-9s Rugby Club was 
invited to take part in the Whitchurch 
Rugby Clubs ‘Minis Festival’ on Sunday 
27 April. The team were already on a high 
from the Cheshire Festival hosted by 
Anselmians two weeks previously, where 

they won their league, with victories 
against Wirral, Ellesmere Port, Northwich 
and Sefton.
 Helsby knew the competition would be 
tough and met some very strong opposi-
tion in their first match, but overcame 
Sandbach and won 4 – 0, followed by a 11 
- 0 thrashing of Caldy in the next game. 
The third game was a lot tougher and the 
boys met their match. Helsby were 2-1 up, 
when in the last movement of the game 
Altrincham managed to squeeze one in 
making it 2 -2.
 The final against the host team, 
Whitchurch, saw Helsby 2-1 up at the end 
of the first half. The second half saw some 
very strong tackling from the whole team, 
preventing the opposition from crossing 
the line. Helsby sealed it with a full length 
sprint from Matty Walker scoring in the 
corner to claim the game and the tourna-
ment. 
 It was a fantastic team performance 
from the whole squad who lifted the tro-
phy and received their winner’s medals 
amongst jubilant celebrations from par-
ents, coaches and players alike.

Stuart Wilkinson

Back Row: Joe Lamb, Joe Wilkinson, 
George Houghton, Tom Owen, 

Will Fletcher. Front Row: Jonathon 
Jones, Will White, Matty Walker, 
Edward Burdett, James Knipe. 

(Alex Walker is missing from the picture 
as he had to leave early)

Not so sweet
HELSBY FC’s First Team lost the Run-
corn District Cup Final in April. It was a 
very good performance against winners 
Runcorn Town, who play a division high-
er. The 3-0 score line was a bit harsh as 
two of these goals were penalties con-
ceded inside the last seven minutes. 
Helsby were the holders of the cup and 
this was their fourth consecutive appear-
ance in the final. Here’s to next season!

Season Round Up
THE FIRST team finished the season mid 
table in the West Cheshire Division Two 
League, our best position for several 
years. The second team finished fourth in 
the Chester & District Div One league. 
The U7`s and U9`s both had encouraging 
first seasons. The U14`s had a disap-
pointing campaign in what is a strong 
Eastham & District League.

Paul Nicholls
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Helsby Parish Councillors

North Ward 
Sylvia Crossley-Jones  723115 
Alan Gardner    722360 
George Porter    725080 
Trish Robertson   725098
Sarah Temple    722181

Central Ward  
Chris Ellams     724409 
Patricia Holder    727384 
Stuart Hulse     724272 
Sam Johnson    722297 
Terry O’Neill     723205 

South Ward  
Bill Foster     727392 
Kevin Kennedy    726534 
John Kerry     723399 
George Randles (Chair) 724775 
Frank Thomas    722179 

Clerk
Jeanette Hughes    726433
Primrose Cottage, Back Lane, 
Alvanley, WA6 9AN

Car Boot sale

THE CLUB will be holding its biggest car boot sale yet, on 
Sunday 21 September. Pricing will be: Car £8, Car and 
Trailer £10, Van £12, Van and Trailer £15.  The sale opens 
at 7 am for sellers and 
7.30 am for buyers. All 
outside pitches are 
hard-standing. Toilets 
and refreshments avail-
able. Any queries, 
contact Michelle on 
07856 177571.

Gala 
Night 
2008

TICKETS ARE NOW on sale for 
the ‘Helsby Variety Night Perform-
ance’ fundraising gala night which 
will take place on Saturday 4 
October in a marquee in the 
grounds of Helsby Community 
Sports Club. 

The evening will 
feature a fantastic 
selection of live 
entertainment, 
three course meal, 
late disco and bar, 
cash raffle and 
charity auction.

 Last year’s 
event was a com-
plete sell-out with 
many people 
unable to get 
tickets, so book 
early! 
 Contact Michelle on 07856 
177571 for more details.

Helsby Sport Relief

SUNDAY 16 MARCH saw over 400 
runners taking part in either the one, 
three or six mile events at the club, 
to raise money for Sport Relief, a 
Comic Relief initiative. It was a great 
day out with a mass warm up, bar-
beque, bouncy castle, pre-run 
massages and face painting all add-
ing to the fun. 
 The club would like to thank everyone who took part, 
and all of the volunteers who helped and made the event 
such a success. In particular the organisers would like to 
thank Helsby Running Club, volunteers from the Parish 
Council and Helsby Village Action Group and the 10 
Bridge Clinic.  
 “It was great to see so many people turning up in fancy 
dress costumes”, Club Development Officer, Michelle 
Pickstock said, “It’s the first time we have ever participated 
in an event for Sport Relief but it certainly won’t be the 
last.  We’ll be back in 2010 with a bigger and better event”.
 Nationally, the 
event saw over 
130,000 people 
take part in suc-
cessful Mile events 
and so far an amaz-
ing total of £24 
Million has been 
raised by Sport 
Relief supporters.

Summer Sports Sessions for Children

EVERY WEDNESDAY evening from 27 June to 27 
August, Helsby Community Sports Club will be holding a 
Junior Sports Evening between 6.00 and 7.30 pm on the 
sports grounds at the rear of Tesco. It’s open to all children 
aged 7 – 10 years old.
 Coaches from Helsby Junior Rugby Club will run the 
sessions, but it’s not all rugby! The focus is on developing 
children’s confidence and spatial skills through an involve-
ment in a variety of sport and team activities, including 
Softball, Tag, Rugby, Treasure Hunts, Tug-o-war, Soccer, 
etc. Coaches are all CRB checked and have attended 
Child Protection Courses.
 Why not drop the children off to have some fun whilst 
you relax pitch side with a coffee or do your weekly shop?  
Shelter and refreshments provided for parents and chil-
dren. For more information contact Stuart on 07891 
504265.

Minister visits Club

SHADOW SECRETARY of State for 
Culture, Media and Sports, Jeremy 
Hunt, visited the club in March.  He 
met with members of the Develop-
ment Team and the Executive 
Committee.  Development Manager, 
Michelle Pickstock, made a well 
received short presentation to Jeremy 
and his colleagues, which outlined 

our ambitious plans to redevelop the 
site and build a new clubhouse and 
indoor sports facilities.  A copy of the 
club’s promotional DVD, 
which features Michael Owen`s 
endorsement for the project, was 
given to Jeremy, who himself has 
promised to endorse the project.


