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Concerns over Horse and Jockey re-development

AT A CONSULTATION meeting on
18 August with the developers, Halli-
well Dickinson of Wigan, residents of
Helsby's North Ward were able to
view the plans for the Horse and
Jockey site in St Paul's Church Hall.
This well-attended event allowed Par-
ish Councillors and villagers a chance
to express their concerns to the archi-
tect about the impact of the proposed
re-development on the village.

Of major concern was the impact
on road safety on the busy A56. Halli-
well Dickinson had commissioned a
Manchester based company to pro-
duce a Transport Statement to go
with their planning application. This
Statement contained seriously mis-
leading information about the traffic
on the road, and claimed that the

residential development would signif-
icantly reduce the number of vehicle
movements, as there would no longer
be a pub car park!

Villagers were keen to point out
that the reason the pub closed was
precisely because there were NO
CARS in the car park. Interestingly
the Statement also located the near-
est hospital near Hallastone Road
some 400 metres west of the site!

Provision of adequate car parking
space was also a cause for concern,
with only 1.5 spaces being provided
instead of the standard two per three-
bedroom house. Questions were
raised about overspill parking, not to
mention how the bin men would turn
around on the site. Churchfields' resi-
dents particularly objected to their

... and the proposed dlc_)'p‘r-nent by Halliwell Diskin

loss of privacy, stating they would be
overlooked by these uphill properties.

Many attendees felt strongly that
the safety of the children, who walk to
school along this already narrow sec-
tion of pavement, would be
compromised. There is already a pub-
lic footpath running through the site,
used on a daily basis.

Residents’ objections and Parish
Council concerns should make the
Vale Royal Planning Department take
a long look at what is being proposed
by the developers before this land-
mark building, at the entrance to our
village, is pulled down and replaced
by what looks like an uninspiring ter-
race of real estate.

Marj Thoburn

A

Park Vandalised

LOCAL VANDALS have rendered
Helsby Village Park out of action.
The senseless vandalism, which
saw the cushioned safety surface
ripped up and the 'anti-wrap' swings
wrapped around the top, took place
over the bank holiday weekend and
is thought to have been the work of
local youths. The bill for the damage
is expected to cost hundreds of
pounds.

Disappointed parents were left with no
choice but to take their youngsters to parks
in Frodsham or do without in the last week
of the school summer holidays.

Chair of Helsby Parish Council,
George Randles, said "Once again it
is the minority who have ruined our
facilities for the majority in an act of
wanton vandalism. Somebody must
know who is responsible for this and
we would welcome any help from the
public to identify the culprits. It has
obviously taken a determined and
considerable effort to cause this
amount of damage."

At the time of going to print the
park remained closed.

Michelle Pickstock

News is supported by Helsby Parish Council



IN BRIEF-...

Autumn Litter Pick _ _ o _ . :
Quite a list of events this issue - it's all going on this Autumn! As

For the second time this year Helsby usual, all contributions are more than welcome - pl ease contact the

Village Action Group will be organis- Editors on 724848 / 722304.

ing the Helsby Pride Village Litter Pick.
Saturday 27 September is the September 2008

date for your diary. Come along to the Sat 13  Steve's Quiz (best quiz in the area!). Refreshments.

Community Centre Car Park at 10 am Individuals or teams welcome, Ex-Servicemen's Club 8pm

and you will be kitted out. Join the Sun 14 Healing Service, St Paul's Church 6.30pm

regulars and we'll be all done by noon. Fril9  Sept Prize Bingo for St Paul's Church - all welcome
Contact Marj Thoburn on 722304 Ex-Servicemen's Club 8pm

or Joyce Davidson on 723280 for Sun 21 Car Boot Sale, Helsby Community Sports Club from 7am

more details. Thurs 25 ‘Life in the Rear View Mirror’, speaker Ron Hutchinson

Village Society, Community Centre 7.30pm
School Report Sat27  Junior Snooker, Helsby Community Sports Club

Saturday mornings 10am
This year saw a school record at Sat 27  Helsby Pride Litter Pick

GCSE levels with 92% of pupils Assemble Community Centre Car Park 10 am
achieving a minimum of 5 A*C Sat 27 Metro - Rock and Soul at the Ex-Servicemen's Club
grades. All pupils in year 11 Ring 722314 for details - evenings only

achieved a minimum of 5 A*-G grades
and this year, the boys have over- October 2008
taken the girls with a slightly higher Sat 4 Fundraising Marquee Gala Night, Helsby Community Sports

percentage of 5 A-C grades. "We are Club, Call Michelle on 07856 177571 for tickets
delighted that the pupils' enthusiasm, Sat 4 Heidelberger Boys (Oompah Band). Ex Servicemen's Club
commitment and hard work have Come along and have some fun - ring 722314 evenings for details

been rewarded by these outstanding Sun5 Harvest Celebrations, St Paul's Church, 11am
results”, said Head Teacher, Richard Mon 13 Parish Council Meeting, Library, 7pm
Evans. He continued, "We are fortu- Tues 14 ‘Arranging the Garden’ speaker J Iddon, Helsby Hillside WI,

nate in having excellent and Community Centre 7.30pm
dedicated teachers here at Helsby, Fri17  Helsby Play Group, 40th Anniversary Coffee Morning,
but we also recognise the invaluable Methodist Church Hall, 9.30am
support from parents in achieving this Sat 18 An Evening of Comedy, Helsby Ex-Servicemen's Club, 8pm
success." Tickets £10 including dinner. Call 01928 727217
Weds 29 Organ Recital, St Paul's Church, 7.30pm
The Polyjesters Thurs 30 ‘Antarctica’ with speakers Mr and Mrs Duke, Village Society

Community Centre, 7.30pm

The next Cheshire Rural Touring Net-

work show is on Sunday 2 November November 2008

at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre. Sun9 Remembrance Service, St Paul's Church, 11am
It features Canadian folk and Healing Service, St Paul's Church, 6.30pm

humour group "The Polyjesters" who Mon 10 Parish Council Meeting, Library, 7pm

perform their own special country and Sat 15 Autumn Fair, St Paul's Church Hall, 2pm

western and Cajun style music. Sun 16 Memorial Service, St Paul's Church, 6.30pm
Watch out for tickets at the usual Fri21  Bridge Afternoon, Helsby Community Centre,
outlets. Advance bookings - tele- 10.30am for 11am, Tickets £7.50

phone 723399.

December 2008

Sat 6 Musical Evening with John Bromley and Friends,
St Paul's Church, 7pm

Editorial Team: Mon 8  Parish Council Meeting, Library, 7pm

Frank Thomas 722179 Police Surgeries - Community Centre, Lower Robin Hood Lane, 2pm

Barbara Ginty 724848 Bring your issues to your local officer.

Marj Thoburn 722304

Michelle Pickstock 722127 Thursday 18 September Thursday 16 October

Kevin Kennedy 726534 Saturday 15 November Thursday 18 December
Editorial: 01928 724848 / 722304 Parish Council Surgeries - Community Centre, 10am - 12 noon
Email: editor@helsbynews.org Talk to your local Parish Councillor at these monthly meetings:
Printed by W H Evans of Chester Saturday 4 October Saturday 1 November

Saturday 6 December

Supported by Helsby Parish Council
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Helsby Fun Day success

WHAT A DAY the first Helsby Day
turned out to be. The much promised
rain turned into a bright sunny day
which certainly encouraged the sea of
visitors through the gates of the
Helsby Community Sports Club
(HCSC).

It was a fun filled day with fair
rides, face painting, target bowls,
steam train rides, maypole dancing,
Helsby High School folk band, foot-
ball and tag rugby displays, just some
of the many activities on offer. The
rounders tournament, sponsored by
Rowlinsons, was a great crowd puller

and has led to talk of a club rounders
team being formed.

The event, which was jointly
organised by the HCSC and Helsby
Village Action Group (HVAG), helped
to raise much-needed funds for the
club's sporting sections Development
Fund and for the many community
groups who participated on the day.
"There really was something for eve-
ryone,” commented one local
resident, "It was lovely to see people
out, young and old, enjoying the day
together." Event organiser Michelle
Pickstock said: "It was a fantastic day.
We have received so much positive
feedback, and it has certainly helped

to raise the profile of the club and
bring the local community together."
Massive thanks must go to every-
body involved from club and HVAG
volunteers, local community groups,
businesses who supported the event
through donations and sponsorship
and, most of all, the people who
turned up to enjoy a great day.
Saturday 11 July 2009 has
already been reserved for next year -
so save the date now! The Helsby
Day Committee are already planning
for a bigger day and are also hoping
to have a parade next time round.
Michelle Pickstock

Brookhouse propose "land swap"

HELSBY COMMUNITY Sports Club
could have a boost to its development
plans if a proposal from Brookhouse
gets past the feasibility stage.

One of two options being explored
is a land swap. The Club and facilities
would move from their current Ches-
ter Road site to one behind Mere’s
Edge which would see sports facilities
expanded and, importantly, in one
place. Brookhouse, for its part,
would take over the present site to
supplement development plans.

“The Club is currently in discus-
sions with Brookhouse to see if we
can work in partnership,” says
Michelle Pickstock, Development
officer.” Consolidating our facilities on
the one site instead of the stretched
out way they are at the moment,
would be ideal”

Parish Cllr Terry O’'Neil, who is
also Chairman of the Rugby Club,
told Helsby News that one of the main
advantages in bringing everything
together would be a significant
increase in the use of the Club House
by spectators and players. “This
alone would increase the revenue
and go some way to ensuring long
term sustainability,” said Terry.

There are many hurdles to be
overcome, however, before the final

decision to go ahead. The land the
Club occupies is rented from Vale
Royal and some of this is Green Belt.
Brookhouse is paying for a feasibility
study on the former BICC site to
assess possible flooding, environ-
mental and topographical risks. If the
relocation proves feasible, Vale Royal
is insisting that the plans for the
Helsby Community Sports Club re-
development and the Brookhouse
plans for the Chester Road site be
submitted together, to evaluate the
benefits. Once ready for submission,
the proposed development plans will
be shared with the local community.
Whilst the proposals have been
endorsed in principal by Helsby Par-
ish  Council, some Councillors
expressed concerns about compara-
tive land values, which need to be
taken into consideration when dis-
cussing funding of the Club project.
There is still a very long way to go
to raise the original £2.9 million pro-
posed by the club last year - and then,
of course, come the end of March
there won't be any Vale Royal and the
land will be owned by the new and
unknown Unitary Authority!
Marj Thoburn

Travellers update

THERE HAS BEEN much activity recently
in respect of the planning issues associ-
ated with the occupation of a field off
Primrose Lane by a number of Travellers.

Two Enforcement Notices were
served. The first related to the occupation
of the land and the stationing of the cara-
vans. This was the subject of an appeal
and the occupiers were given until 24 July
2008 to vacate the land. The second
Notice was in respect of additional works
which had been carried out on the site.
This related to laying of additional hard-
core, concrete surround to mobile home,
erection of concrete post and wood panel
fencing which separates the site into indi-
vidual plots, brick plinth to mobile home
and brick walls and steps to mobile home.
An appeal against this was heard on 5
August.

On 17 June a planning application to
Vale Royal Borough Council for a change
of use for the site was refused by the
Planning Committee - Helsby Parish
Council spoke against the application. As
aresult the occupiers have now lodged an
appeal against this decision. On 5 August,
the Inspector has decided that the period
for compliance should be extended to
allow the new appeal against the change
of use decision to be determined by
another Inspector.

Frank Thomas
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Helsby Hillside WI

AT THE JUNE meeting, speaker
Jean Williams asked: "What are your
Roots in History?" and then talked
about the influences inherited by the
various tribes that invaded and inhab-
ited Britain over the centuries. Many
of these influences are with us today
in the names of towns, villages and in
traditions.

A recent group meeting was
reported as a success and particular
reference was made to the lovely
floral display designed by Helsby Hill-
side member, Margaret Wright.
Barbara Neukom was the delegate to
the AGM of the National Federation of
the WI, which for the first time was
held in the north of England - in the
new Liverpool Echo Arena. The meet-
ing was a resounding success and
hopefully, the start of more meetings
to be held up here in the future.
Around 560 members from Cheshire
attended as observers, including six
ladies from Helsby Hillside WI. The
first resolution, asking that mental
patients should not be sent to prison
but be given appropriate medical
treatment, was carried with a huge
majority. The second resolution

vessels, but was considered to be
badly worded and was not carried.

Helsby Hillside's Bowls team won
the Group Bowls tournament for this
year. In July, Irene Cunliffe answered
the question: "What did you do in the
war, Mum?" She had lived in Salford
as a child and at the height of the
bombing in World War Il was evacu-
ated to the country to escape its
ferocity. The account of her subse-
guent wartime experiences was
almost like a fairy tale. She was bil-
leted with a wealthy couple and this
led to a lasting friendship.

A coach load of our members took
a trip to Liverpool recently. After an
interesting guided tour of the city and
lunch at the Adelphi Hotel, we went
to Crosby beach to see Gormley's
'Iron Men' standing looking out to sea
as if waiting for the tall ships to go by.
On returning to the Albert Dock, the
tall ships were, in fact, beginning to
arrive.

There was no meeting in August.
The speaker in September is Alan
Newton. We meet in Helsby Commu-
nity Centre on the second Tuesday of
each month except August, at 7.30
pm and visitors/new members are
always welcome.

Helsby Footpaths Society

DESPITE THE WEATHER, our par-
ticipation at the Helsby Community
Sports Club Fun Day on the 12 July
brought six new members and we
sold quite a number of our footpath
maps covering Helsby, Alvanley and
Manley. We are grateful to the organ-
isers for providing the facility.

In view of the coming division of
Cheshire into two unitary authorities,
Richard Ankers is now the officer
responsible for the maintenance and
enforcement of the Public Rights of
Way for what is currently the Vale
Royal area. We met him in August
and discussed our mutual interests
and surveyed two footpaths that are
in need of attention.

The path going towards Frodsham
at the end of Proffits Lane needs
reinstatement after being dug up by
Manweb to lay a new underground
power cable, and the first section of
the path from Robin Hood Lane
towards Alvanley Road badly needs
clearing of brambles and under-
growth. Over the past six months we
have cleared five local paths and
restored several fingerposts.

referred to 'bottom trawling' by fishing Barbara Norgain Mike Culverhouse

A slice of Helsby time - update

FOLLOWING ON from our report earlier this year, the
school of Geography, Archaeology and Palaeoecology at
Queen's University Belfast has produced a Dendro-
chronological Report on the slice of bog oak found in a
drainage ditch alongside the M56 on land belonging to
local farmer Norman Boow. (Pictured below)
Examining several
sections from the
tree to get a proper
statistical match to
existing  records,
the Report says
that the tree started
growing 6,855
years ago (4,847
BC) and lived for
270 years until it
fell over and was preserved by peat in the bog.

To put things into perspective, 14,000 years ago North-
ern Europe lay under huge ice sheets. This last "ice age"
gradually ended some 5,000 years later and by the period
6,000 - 3,000 BC the climate was moister and more humid
than today.

The surrounds of Helsby and its lower slopes were
quite well forested and beyond the lower slopes towards
what is now the Mersey estuary there were large areas of
reed and marshland. When the oak tree fell, there would
have been no one around to hear it and we were still in the
Stone Age!

Mike Culverhouse

Methodist news

Helsby Methodist Church has an infestation of mice and
they are set to stay! They are really quite friendly have
their own unique characters and are even cuddly. They
are part of a new venture starting soon called "church
mice" and will be joined by our new Children's and Family
worker, Cath Clarke, who will keep them in order.

Pre-school age children are to be invited to come
along with an adult to hunt out the friendly mice hidden
around the church before putting them safe in their pur-
pose built mansion. There were 64 individual mice at the
last count. Look out for posters soon!

Cemetery solution found

VILLAGERS will be pleased to learn that a solution has
been found to the currently refused Parish Council plan-
ning application for an extension to the cemetery.

A combined effort between the Parish Council and the
Helsby Old Chester Road Allotment Association has
produced a solution that will give a lot more space for
burial plots in the future and in addition ensure the protec-
tion of the thriving slow-worm colony.

Acceptance of a plan submitted by an allotment
holder has meant that a working partnership can begin to
develop the overgrown areas without cutting back the
allotment area.

A good co-operative outcome for all.

Marj Thoburn
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Focus on... Cathy Davies

STARTED ALMOST 40 years by a
group of parents, Helsby Playgroup is
still going strong! Cathy Davies now
supervises the playgroup, taking over
ten years ago when Joan Langton
retired after many years in the role.
The first playgroup met in a wooden
building in Rake Lane, and as
demand grew, Mrs Jean Hodgson
was recruited as Supervisor. The next
venue was the old Scouts' hut and
later, in the 70s, the playgroup moved
to its present base in the Methodist
Church Hall.

Cathy moved to Helsby twenty
years ago when she married Robin,
and they have two sons. She says as
they both come from large families,
there are always lots of family occa-
sions which she really enjoys, along
with her love of the theatre, taking
long walks and playing tennis at
Helsby Tennis Club.

There have been many changes
at the Playgroup over the years. From
mornings only, the Playgroup opens
three full days and two mornings,
offers full-day care and has room for
26 children and they now run a suc-
cessful lunchtime club for the children
- a boon to busy mothers! And there

are a few vacancies for the new term
in September!

Cathy heads a qualified staff of
four and whilst training and updating
her own qualifications, she is support-
ive of others interested in working in
the same environment so visits local
schools to talk to GCSE students
studying for the Health and Social
Care course, and offers two week
work placements each year.

So what skills are needed? "Be a
good listener, have plenty of
patience, and you must be fair with

children," says Cathy, "and always
give lots of encouragement for small
achievements!"

Full of enthusiasm, Cathy and her
team hold many fundraising activities
during the year and collect Tesco
vouchers, enabling the purchase of
computer games and sports equip-
ment for the outdoor play area. Cathy
says this play area has opened up the
opportunity for lots of different activi-
ties for the children and is proving to
be a great asset, thanks to the enthu-
siasm and hard work of the playgroup
committee, led by Jackie, Marie and
Liz. "The Church Management Com-
mittee was also very co-operative and
worked with us to achieve this" she
added.

Clearly revelling in her job, she
says it is most rewarding: "You meet
so many wonderful children and fam-
ilies, and they remember us long after
leaving and rush over and give us
hugs - it's just lovely!"

This year will be the 40th anniver-
sary - and Cathy is planning a special
Coffee Morning on Friday 17 October
from 9.30 am in the Church Hall. Eve-
ryone is welcome - and don't forget
the Tesco vouchers!

Barbara Ginty

Highlights of the Bridge

HAVE YOU NOTICED the new lights on the sandstone

bridge near Tesco? The work was com-

pleted in July and the carriage lights

grace the eight buttresses of the old

sandstone bridge on the A56. It is hoped

that highlighting the bridge will make a

feature in the middle of our elongated

village. The cost of the installation was

£11, 239, which included a grant of

£4,199 from ‘Awards for All’.

The bridge spanned the now defunct

West Cheshire rail line from Northwich

to Helsby and Miss J Ellams (who lives in Helshy),

believes that her father and grandfather (both stone

masons) were involved in building the bridge in the late
1920s. She
kindly loaned
this  photo-
graph which
shows work
in progress -
her father is
the 5th from
the right on
the back row.
Her father's
family used

to live in Alvanley in Primrose Cottage, Back Lane - now

the home of the Helsby Parish Clerk.
Barbara Ginty

Health Centre extended hours

JULY 2008 SAW the start of Helsby Health Centre's extended
opening hours, as part of its continued “patient friendly
approach”.

The Health Centre is now open throughout the day, Monday
- Friday from 8.00 am till 6.30 pm. Patients may telephone the
Health Centre between these times and patients can be offered
earlier appointments and later appointments.

Patients are also being offered additional evening surgeries,
provided by Western Cheshire Primary Care Trust (your local
Health Authority) from 4 August 2008. Surgeries are held at St
Martin's Clinic, Chester and Ellesmere Port Hospital every week-
night Monday to Friday 6.30 pm - 8.00 pm and on Saturday
mornings 10.00 am - 12 noon.

Any patient, registered with a Western Cheshire GP Practice,
may book an appointment, up to two weeks in advance, simply
by ringing Chester (01244) 364700 between the hours of 8.00
am and 6.00 pm Monday - Friday.

Additional surgeries are also held at Helsby Health Centre,
Mondays and Tuesdays 6.30 pm- 8.00 pm, and at the Rookery
Surgery, Tattenhall every Wednesday, Thursday and Friday
evening 6.30 pm - 8.00 pm as well as on Saturday mornings
10.00 am - 12 noon.

Patients booking such appointments will be seen by a suita-
bly qualified GP or Nurse but will not be able to book an
appointment with their own GP at these evening surgeries.

These surgeries are designed to help supplement services
already offered by GP surgeries which are routinely open Mon-
day - Friday 8.00 am - 6.30 pm and by the Western Cheshire
Medical Out of Hours service which is available Monday - Friday
6.30 pm - 8.00 am plus weekends and Bank Holidays.
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ALTHOUGH LEVELS
of anti-social behav-
iour are reducing,
there is still work that
can be done to
design-out crime.
What | mean by this is to look at
areas where we have seen problems
and try to improve the area to make
it less attractive to commit those
crimes.

This has been done in a number
of areas: Lincoln Court - to prevent
burglaries on vulnerable persons,
Helsby Community Sports Club -
preventing nuisance youths, Helsby
Quarry - addressing vehicle nui-
sances and finally | have also looked
at the Scout Hut - again youth nui-
sances. The Police are liaising with
partner agencies (e.g. council) to
address issues and come-up with
long-term solutions.

The whole idea here is to prevent
crimes and you can often do so much
to help us. By reporting incidents we
have the opportunity to deal with situ-
ations whilst they are still ongoing. |
can not promise to be there all the
time, we have to prioritise but we
would get the chance. You do not
bother us, | would rather check some-
one innocent that appeared
suspicious as you never know!

I would not ask anyone to put
themselves in any danger by chal-
lenging persons, but a good
description - age, sex, hair (inc facial
hair) and clothing can go a long way
as can a vehicle registration mark
along with make, model and colour of
car.

Thanks for reading and if anyone
would like to speak to me or PC
Donna Beswick please get in contact
on 0845 458 6393 or email me on:

Christopher.maddocks@cheshire.
pnn.police.uk.

To report an incident (e.g. nui-
sance youths, suspicious persons),
or for immediate police attention
please call 0845 458 0000. In an
emergency always dial 999.

Mark property with an
ultra-violet pen or even

better a product such as
SmartWater. These can
both be obtained from me
at the Police Station.
Prevent people from sell-
ing on YOUR valuables!

‘Getting to know you ...’

IN PREPARATION for the transition of
pupils from Frodsham College to Helsby
High School in September, the pupils
have been meeting and making their own
plans. They decided that to swap schools
for a day would be a good start, so sixteen
Year 11 pupils were involved in a
‘Learning Walk' in March.

The day was a huge success. Pupils
found they had lots in common and were
able to dispel many concerns, identify
various problems and report back to their
respective schools of their experiences.
They also met with Educational Consult-
ants and discussed the benefits of
working together, highlighting that the
pupils were not negative about the move.

In July a programme of joint activities
took place at Helshy High between Year

8 pupils from both schools supported by
senior staff. An orienteering course was
plotted inside the building to familiarise
the visiting pupils on the layout of the site,
which included sight of the building work
taking place in preparation for their arrival.
These were the first of many activities
where pupils and staff are working togeth-
er. All courses across the two schools are
now the same and opportunities for teach-
ing staff to work together are in place. As
part of the transition, Miss L Hewitt,
Assistant Head at Frodsham College has
joined Helsby High's management team,
Whilst Frodsham College was sad to lose
her, many pupils have welcomed the
move, trusting that she will ensure that
their move to Helsby High is a successful
one.

Barbara Ginty

Work in progress at Harmerswood

WITH THE EXCEPTION of the large quarry
at the bottom, all other dangerous quarries
in Harmerswood are now completely fenced,
and all unsafe trees near the paths have
been felled - so it is now as safe as we can
make a woodland area.. Patches of bracken
have been sprayed with Azulox to kill it off so
that we can plant new native trees and bush-
es, and this work will be repeated every
July/August. The pathway from the other
end of the wood has been widened and
rebuilt to make it easier for access, and two

benches have been placed in the woods, one along the path in the middle and one at
the entrance. On the other side of the entrance, in Hill Road North, we now have a
picnic table which seats 6 (and three more if you bring your own chairs!) with access for
a wheelchair - and this is a very good spot to survey the surrounding countryside.

Mo Roberts

Senior Travel Passes

SENIOR BUS and Rail Passes can be
obtained from Vale Royal Borough Council
but residents can only choose one. If you
choose a Bus Pass, a Rail Pass can still be
bought for £24 from a manned station book-
ing office or from Network Rail over the
Internet. If you choose a Rail Pass there is
an administration charge, which will be paid
by the Parish Council for Helsby residents.
Some other Councils, such as Chester
and Halton, do allow residents to take a Bus
Pass and buy a Rail Pass from them at a
reduced rate but Vale Royal do not follow
this procedure. Perhaps readers of Helsby
News should contact their new Unitary
Councillors to suggest a similar scheme.

Rail Matters

HELSBY STATION'S volunteer working
party was delighted to receive a visit on
Friday 15 August from Radio Merseyside
presenter Andy Ball. A few days earlier
Andy had passed through the station on a
train going to a meeting in Chester. He was
so impressed by what he saw that he men-
tioned this on his live programme.

Andy interviewed the volunteer group as
part of a series about 'Hidden Gems' in the
Merseyside area. Group members Pauline
Jenkinson, Barbara McGeorge, Janet
Hawarth, Richard Hawarth, Will Ellams and
Station Co-ordinator Frank Thomas all
spoke to Andy about the formation of the
group, how it operated, the problems
encountered and details of the many awards
that had come their way. At the time of
writing no date had been fixed for the trans-
mission of the interviews.

Frank Thomas
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Rugby

New Community Rugby Coach
Helsby RUFC is delighted to
announce the appointment of Andy
McKinney as the new Community
Coach. Andy will be out and about in
local schools promoting Helsby
Rugby Club and will be organising
festivals and tournaments to encour-
age youngsters to come and try rugby.
Mark Horridge, Junior Club Secretary
said, "It is brilliant that we have been
successful in securing lottery funding
through an Awards for All grant,
which will allow us to undertake
projects and raise the profile of rugby
in the local community. Significantly,
it has allowed us to fund the appoint-
ment of Andy, which is of vital
importance to the club.”

Summer Sports Sessions

Each Wednesday evening throughout
the summer saw up to 45 youngsters
at a time enjoying 'summer sport ses-
sions' organised by Helsby Junior
Rugby Club. A wide variety of sports
were offered including Football, Tag
Rugby, Rounders, Tug of War, Throw
the Welly, Cricket, Baseball, Sprinting
and one week there was even fun and
games with a Coconut Shy.

As well as providing something for
youngsters to do during the summer,
the multi sport sessions were also
aimed at developing children's confi-
dence, spatial awareness and team
skills. Organiser, Stuart Wilkinson,
said, "All of the boys and girls have
enjoyed the event and we have seen
children who have shown potential to
develop into great sports players."

Junior Rugby

The new season is just about to start
for Helsby Junior Club; if you would
like your son or daughter to get
involved ring Stuart Wilkinson on
01928 724452 for more details.

"During the rugby season we train
and run teams for all children aged
five to 16. We usually play matches
against other clubs on alternate
weeks so if your child would like to try
why not bring him/her along on a
training day to see if they like it?"
suggests Stuart.

Helsby Senior Rugby News

The new season for the senior teams has
just started and all players new and old
are welcome. It will be a tough season for
the 1st XV with some usual suspects as
opposition and the addition to the league
of new-

comers

Ramsey,

from the

Isle  of

Man.

This

means

an early

trip/tour

away

only

three

games

into the

season for the Helsby Club.

Jim Gray again leads as Club Captain
and will be running this year's campaign
aiming to capture the top spot of the
league table. Summer training has turned
out lots of new faces especially some very
quick centres and wingers who, if select-
ed, will no doubt be entertaining the
supporters with their unpredictable run-
ning lines. The regular 16 stone front
liners have rested and trained well pre-
season ready for the head to head battles
to commence. A second team will also be
running this year, aimed at up and coming
players or those who are more senior and
experienced!

So come and support your local team,
matches take place on Saturdays at
3.00pm and 2.30pm during the darker
evenings. Our rugby pitches are behind
Tesco. New players are always welcome
- to play senior Rugby you need to be
aged 17 or over. Training takes place
through out the season on Tuesdays from
6.15pm. The pitches have floodlights so
training also runs throughout the winter
months. All enquires please call Jim
07989 381 636.

HELSBY RUGBY CLUB
"BE PART OF SOMETHING"

Stuart Wilkinson

Tennis

New Tennis Coach

Helsby Tennis Club

has appointed Craig

Barnard as the new

coach replacing

Gary Ward who has moved on to
pastures new. Craig has a wealth of
experience, and in the first month of
his appointment has already organ-
ised two very successful summer
tennis camps at the club. Tennis Club
Chair, John Burke, remarked, "I am
delighted that we have secured the
services of Craig Barnard who is one
of the most sought after tennis coach-
es. He is building a very successful
team of coaches in our area and | am
sure the club will take great steps
forward with his support". E-malil
tennis@helsbysports.com for more
information or ring John on 07970
267550.

Cop for Tennis

PC Greg Thompson from Frodsham
Police teamed up with the club to
offer local teenagers the chance to
play tennis twice a week at the club
during the summer months.

PC Thompson (pictured above)
said, "A lot of teenagers haven't got
anything to do and anywhere to go
when they are off school, so | wanted
to get a few of them down to the club
and give them some coaching. Hav-
ing played tennis myself for over
twenty years it seemed like the ideal
way to engage with them and encour-
age them to get fit as well. They are
all really keen."

Helsby Tennis Club will receive a
donation from Cheshire Police for the
use of the courts, and will hopefully
attract some new members.
(apologies for poor quality of photo-
graph)
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Football

Helsby Arms sponsors

Helsby FC U12s

Players in the newest football club
Helsby FC Under-12s are pleased to
announce that Steve and Carole Cur-
ry, owners of the Helsby Arms, have
offered to sponsor their shirts this
season. The sponsorship came about
after a meeting with Steve about the
Helsby Day. Paul Nichols, Helsby FC
Treasurer, said, "It's great to have the
support of a local business as we
develop our youth teams and their
contribution is much appreciated by
everyone at the club,”

Steve added, "We are delighted to

sponsor the new under-12s team and
welcome this opportunity to involve
the pub in the local community."
Stop Press: The under-10s, who will
move to 11-a-side next season and
the under-12s are looking to recruit
players to expand their current
squads. For more information ring
Paul on 07798 581336

New Management Team and Spon-
sorship for Helsby FC First XI

Helsby FC has announced Dave
Nethercott and Gary Moore as the
new management team for this sea-
son.

Nethercott, who won the Cheshire
Amateur Cup and Northern Counties
Championship while playing at
Helsby and Moore, who had success-
ful managerial spells at Runcorn

Town, take charge of the first team
playing in the West Cheshire League
Division Two.

A big bonus for Helsby FC has
come in the form of sponsorship from
kit and equipment supplier F1st
Choice Sports and RJM installations
based in Runcorn. Helsby Commu-
nity Sports Club can offer other
businesses some great sponsorship
packages across a wide range of
sports. Ring Michelle on 07856
177571 for more information.

Helsby launches Football Academy
Helsby FC, in partnership with ‘Sport
4 Your Community’ (S4YC), has
established a Junior Football Acad-
emy for boys and girls aged 6 years
and under.

Helsby FC is an FA Charter Stand-
ard Club, which is the Football
Association's kitemark for clubs who
adopt and adhere to best practice in
administration, conduct, child protec-
tion and equal opportunities.

S4YC is a well-established company
which provides soccer and multi-

.. Gala
=3 ngn 355
2008

Tickets are now on sale for the
‘Helsby Variety Night Perform-
ance’ fundraising gala night which
will take place on Saturday 4
October in a marquee in the
grounds of Helsby Community
Sports Club.
P The evening will
feature a fantastic
selection of live
entertainment,
three course meal,
late disco and bar,
cash raffle and
charity auction.
Michelle on 07856

Contact
177571 for more details.

Work Experience

Three Helsby High School students,
Ryan Davies, Davey Pearson and
Stephen Wiggins, spent their two week
work experience at the club in July. The
Year 10 pupils undertook a wide range
of duties including much needed help
with open day preparations, compiling a
marketing database, assisting with
coaching at our summer sport sessions,
grounds maintenance, general adminis-
tration and probably their favourite bit
cleaning pumps behind the bar!

Club Development = Manager,
Michelle Pickstock, commented, "It was
great to have the students in and to give
them an understanding of all the
aspects of working within a mainly vol-
unteer led organisation like Helshy
Community Sports Club. Their help in
the run up to the open day was price-
less." This is the second year that the
club have accepted placements.

sports coaching and events for kids of
all ages.

Our Head Coach is Dave Rich-
ards, who has wide experience of
coaching and has recently returned to
the UK after coaching 4-8 year olds in
the United States MLS for the past
two years. Dave lives locally and
plays for Helsby FC. All of our
coaches are FA qualified, have been
CRB checked and have passed First
Aid and Child Welfare courses.

The child-to-coach ratio will be a
maximum of 10:1, ensuring the chil-
dren obtain the appropriate levels of
attention and care during the ses-
sions. The children will spend lots of
time working with the ball to develop
their technical skills, moving onto
team and match play at a later time.
Details of the Academy are as follows:

Venue: Helsby Community Sports Club
Time: 10:00 till 11:30 on Saturdays
Who: Boys and Girls aged 4-6
Cost: £3 per session (just bring £3 each
week or pay £18 for the six weeks at your
first session)

To confirm a space on the course
please send an email or text confirm-
ing your child's name and age to
Email: Beverlycoach@hotmail.com
Mobile: Dave 07521 333780. Confir-
mation of your child's place will follow.

Helsby Parish Councillors

North Ward

Sylvia Crossley-Jones 723115
Alan Gardner 722360
George Porter 725080
Trish Robertson 725098
Sarah Temple 722181
Central Ward

Chris Ellams 724409
Patricia Holder 727384
Stuart Hulse 724272
Sam Johnson 722297
Terry O'Neill 723205
South Ward

Bill Foster 727392
Kevin Kennedy 726534
George Randles (Chair) 724775
Frank Thomas 722179
(vacancy)

Clerk

Jeanette Hughes 726433

Primrose Cottage, Back Lane,
Alvanley, WA6 9AN
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