News

Access denied!

IN SEPTEMBER, without consulting
locally, Network Rail removed the
'‘barrow crossings' which provided
access to the Manchester bound plat-
form for wheelchair users and people
with prams at Helsby Station. This
access closure was apparently done
as part of a risk assessment.
Historically, 'barrow crossings' are
sleepers alongside railway lines pro-
viding flat access and used by station
porters to 'barrow' luggage, parcels
and goods across the railway lines.
Network Rail consulted Arriva
Trains Wales to assess whether the
crossings had been used in the past
five years. As there had apparently
been no formal requests from disa-
bled passengers, it was felt this
justified the removal of this barrow
crossing. Had they consulted locally
with ClIr Frank Thomas, coordinator
of the North Cheshire Rail Users
Group (NCRUG), they might have
received a more accurate picture.

Now it seems we
are faced with an
uphill battle to have
the crossing re-in-
stated, so that
Helsby rail users can
have appropriate
access to Platform
Two. Currently the f
elderly, disabled and
pram pushers are
forced to hump lug-
gage and buggies
etc over the railway
footbridge.

An initial meeting
has been held which
has recognised that the process lead-
ing up to the removal was flawed, and
approaches are being made to Net-
work Rail in Manchester for
reinstatement of this vital crossing.
Residents of Helsby need now to con-
vince Network Rail that we need this
crossing. ClIr Frank Thomas is seek-

ing to accrue evidence that the
crossing is used and will continue to
be used by rail passengers. If you
need to use this crossing or know of
others who do, please contact Clir
Thomas on 722179 or by email
pressofficer@ncrug.org.uk as soon
as possible.

Alpine Off Road Challenge

in aid of Cancer Research

IN JANUARY 2009 Mike Metcalfe,
from Helsby, and his best friend Kevin
Cochrane will take part in the Alpine
Road Challenge in aid of Cancer
Research. Using an off-road vehicle,
the challenge is across the top of the
show laden French Alps in the depths
of winter.

Kevin is currently fighting cancer
and hopes to get a new treatment
soon which is currently on trial in
Marsden Cancer Hospital, Surrey.

Mike and Kevin are holding a
series of fund raising events over the
coming months, including presenting
the fully rigged vehicle they will use
for the challenge outside Tesco on

the weekend 20-21 December. They
will be organising a fundraising con-
cert in January.

A direct donation web site has
been set up where you can donate
and find more details about the trip -
www.justgiving.com/alps2009 or call
Mike on 01928 723364.

Horse and Jockey Development
RESIDENTS WILL BE interested
to learn that plans for the develop-
ment of the Horse and Jockey site
were withdrawn by the develop-
ers, Halliwell Dickenson.

It is understood that the plans
are being re-thought in the light of
Parish Council concerns and local
feedback expressed at the August
Consultation meeting. Revised
plans are expected to be re-sub-
mitted at a later date.

News is supported by Helsby Parish Council
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A selection of forthcoming events in the village. A
more than welcome - please contact the Editors on 7

December 2008
Thurs 18 Christmas Social Evening,
Village Society Community Centre, 7.30 pm
Wed 24 Christmas Eve Fun Night , Helsby Community Sports Club
Wed 31 New Year's Eve Cabaret Night, Helsby Community Sports Club,
Tickets £10

January 2009
Tues 13 ‘Life in the Fifties’ speaker Rona Collins, Helsby Hillside WiI,
Community Centre, 7.30 pm
Cancer Research Fundraising Cabaret Night,
Ex-Servicemen's Club, Tickets £8, Phone Mike on 01928 723364
Sun 18 Shell Four Villages Half Marathon,

Helsby Community Sports Club, 11 am
Sun 25 Thanksgiving Service, St Paul's Church,

100th Anniversary of South Aisle
Thurs 29 ‘The Terrible Tale of Gin’ speaker Michael Murphy,

Village Society, Community Centre, 7.30 pm

Sat 17

February 2009
Fri 6 Village Produce Association AGM, Community Centre, 7.30 pm
Tues 10 ‘Our Friendly Garden Robin’ speaker David Tideswell,
Helsby Hillside WI, Community Centre 7.30 pm
Valentines Dinner Dance, Black Tie,
Helsby Community Sports Club
Thurs 26 ‘Ecuador and the Galapagos’ speaker Mike Hems,
Village Society, Community Centre, 7.30 pm

Fri 13

March 2009

Tues 10 ‘Hats and Fascinators’ speaker Kate Clarkson (Get Ahead Hats),
Helsby Hillside WI, Community Centre 7.30 pm

Thurs 26 ‘A Journey Down the River Dee’ speaker Hugh Begs,
Village Society, Community Centre, 7.30 pm

April 2009

Tues 14 ‘The Elegant Art of Side Saddle Riding’ speakers Judith McHugh
& Diane Haddock

Thurs 23 Annual Parish Meeting for Parish Electorate,
Community Centre, 7 pm

Village Society, Community Centre, 7.30 pm
Thursday 18 December 2008
Bring your issues to your local officer
First Saturday of each month

Parish Council Surgeries - Helsby Community Centre, 10am - 12 noon
Talk to your local Parish Councillor at these monthly meetings

Thurs 30 AGM followed by ‘From Eden to Paradise’ speaker Margaret Curry,

Police Surgeries - Helsby Community Centre, Lower Robin Hood Lane, 2pm

Editorial Team:

Frank Thomas 722179
Barbara Ginty 724848
Marj Thoburn 722304
Michelle Pickstock 722127
Kevin Kennedy 726534

Editorial: 01928 724848 / 722304
Email:  editor@helsbynews.org
Printed by W H Evans of Chester

News in Brief

Macmillan Coffee Morning

A GRAND total of £852.45 was raised
at the recent coffee morning held in
aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. The
organisers Pippa Randles, Pauline
Gardner and Barbara Nuekom were
surprised and delighted with the
result and thanked everyone for their
support and help.

Helsby Quarry

PASSERS-BY may have seen the
new Sandstone block at the entrance
to Helsby Quarry. Following discus-
sions with the Friends of Helsby
Quarry, the sandstone is part of the
new site interpretation. It aims to
reflect the history of the site as a red
sandstone quarry, and to give the site
an entrance feature!

Harmers Wood

'Highly Commended'

FOLLOWING A visit by Cheshire
Countryside rangers, the Friends of
Harmers Wood were judged to be
'Highly Commended' for this country-
side project which contributed to the
community. Judges also commented
that it was one of the few projects
where the local community actually
raised the money to buy the land.
Congratulations to all those involved
in this excellent project.

South Ward Vacancy

A VACANCY has arisen for a South
Ward Parish Councillor. The appli-
cant must be aged 18 or over and
have lived in the village for 12 months
or longer. Ideally the person would
live in the South Ward area which is
from Primrose Lane up to and includ-
ing Freshmeadow Lane and includes
the new Mere's Edge estate. For
more information and an informal
chat on the expectations of a Helsby
Parish Councillor please phone the
Parish Clerk, Jeanette Hughes, on
726433.

More Plots in the Cemetery?

AS PART OF the on-going solution to
the limited space available for burial
plots in the Cemetery, the Parish
Council has agreed to consult a pro-
fessional Burial Consultant to assess
the existing burial ground and ceme-
tery extension to maximise site usage
for the future. Once the appropriate
documentation is with Vale Royal,
work on the planned extension is
expected to begin before the New
Year.
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Perseverance pays off

Helsby has a new place for young people to go

LIKE A LOT of people in the village,
the Helsby Village Action Group has
been concerned for some time that
there are few places in the village for
our young people to meet and chill out.
Leading the way have been Council-
lors Terry O’Neill and Stuart Hulse,
who have doggedly pursued funding
to start up a youth club. Their perse-
verance has paid off and October saw
the start of a Thursday evening ‘Drop
In" at St Paul's Church.

A grant of £2,500 from the Youth
Opportunities Fund plus additional
money from the Police Federation
has made it possible to employ two
part time youth workers to run the
club alongside the young folk them-

selves (first arrivals
pictured).

Peter Wakely
and Emily Parting-
ton who ran a
youth club in the
past have kindly

donated some
funding for equip-
ment.

Open every

Thursday from 6.30pm until 9pm, the
club is open to all young people
between the ages of 13 and 19. The
club already has its own Wii and DVD
player, stacks of DVDs and table ten-
nis equipment and has plans to buy
more as funds become available.

Anyone interested in helping out
as a volunteer youth worker can con-
tact Terry O’Neill on 07843490121.

Thanks for the perseverance,
Terry and Stuart.

Marj Thoburn

Helsby Remembers

THERE WAS standing room only at
the annual Remembrance Sunday
Service at St Paul's this year. The
congregation was swelled by troops
of young people, beavers, cubs,
scouts and brownies as well as
Helsby High School Band and young-
sters from Hillside Primary School.
Wreaths were laid by Cllr Randles, on
behalf of the Parish Council and by
representatives of various village
organisations.

One of the youngest there and
aptly named, was Poppy Parker,
almost three, (pictured) who watched
her great grandfather, George Perciv-
al, lay a wreath at the cenotaph on
behalf of the village's Ex-Serviceman.
On this 90th anniversary of the end-
ing of World War One, Helsby also
remembered current conflicts and the
cost in human lives that still goes on
today.

Marj Thoburn

Village Fireworks

ON SATURDAY 1 NOVEMBER the
skies above Helsby were aglow with
colour as a capacity crowd enjoyed a
free firework display and the fun of
the fair at the Helsby Community
Sports Club.

Following the departure of David
and Mary McMahon from the Robin
Hood Pub, the club decided to organ-
ise an event to ensure that Helshy
residents still had a display this year.
Club organisers said, "We were
delighted with the response, we had
to delay the start as people were still
streaming through the gates at
7.30pm. For our first attempt we
thought it was fantastic, but we have
plans to make it even better next time
around!"

Helsby Methodist Church

Sunday 21 December
10.30am - Communion
6.30pm - Carol Service

Christmas Eve
4.00pm - Christingle Service

11.30pm - Joint Communion Service
at The Hurst, Kingsley

Christmas Day
11.00am - Family Celebration
Bring a present to share!

Sunday 4 January
10.30am - Covenant Service

Photo by Julie Smith

St Paul's Church

Sunday 21 December
6.30pm - 9 Lessons and Carols
with Hillside School Choir

Christmas Eve
4.30pm - Crib and
Christingle Service

11.30pm - Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
10.00am Christmas Communion
Children (and anyone else)
invited to bring a present
to show everyone
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Helsby Hillside WI

MEMBERS STOOD in silence at the beginning of their
September meeting in memory of a former long-standing
member, Paula Clegg, who had died recently. A talented
lady, she had won many prizes for her handicraft, sharing
her skills with many members over the years.

Later, Alan Newton entertained with his talk "'Thrown on
a Potter's Wheel'. Explaining the different types of clay
used in the making of pots from earthenware to bone
china, we learned that the area around Stoke on Trent had
both coal for heating the kilns and the right kind of clay for
making pots - earning it the name of 'The Potteries'.

Our bowls team had reached the final in the WI County
Bowls Competition and ended in third place.

Speaker at the October meeting was Mrs Joan lddon,
definitely a lady with green fingers. She showed slides of
her beautiful garden and gave helpful hints on nurturing
the many plants she had grown.

The new committee was announced at the Annual
Meeting in November. Sylvia Batty has agreed to serve
another year as President. Barbara Norgain and Mae
Hodge are Vice Presidents and Doreen Wright is Secre-
tary. Other committee members are Pippa Randles, Nora
Worrall, Millicent D'Aulby, Barbara Smith and Margaret
Wright. Treasurer and Secretary reported a good year.
The Speaker was the Rev, Michael Burgess, who gave a
lighthearted view of weddings.

Helsby Hillside WI meets on the second Tuesday of
every month in Helsby Community Centre at 7.30 pm.
Visitors and new members are always welcome. A copy of
our 2008/2009 programme is on the notice board in the
foyer of the Community Centre.

Barbara Norgain

Delving into the history of the Robin Hood pub ...

IT IS THOUGHT that the Robin Hood is named in
honour of Ranulph de Blundeville, 6th Earl of Chester,
1170-1232, who was responsible for granting Frodsham
a Charter establishing it as a Borough. He was an
influential man, one of the few to witness the Magna
Carter and lived in the same era as Robin Hood - their
names are linked in literature and legends. Ranulph was
also the Earl of Lincoln from 1217-1232 and it is sug-
gested that he arranged a pardon for Robin Hood.
Another legend is that an alleged nephew, Robert Fit-
zooth de Huntingdon, was actually Robin Hood as
Robert was declared an outlaw and his lands confis-
cated and given to Ranulph. Ranulph died in 1232 and
some of his remains are buried in St Werburgh's, Ches-
ter.

The Chester Road pub is not the first pub of this
name in Helsby. Opposite the 'Spite Houses' in Robin
Hood Lane and set back from the road is a charming
cottage formerly single storey and thatched. It is
referred to in the Frodsham and Helsby Award of Land
document 1797 as the 'Old Robin Hood', and opposite
is the field where bear baiting took place, the bears
being kept in the caves at the bottom of Sandy Lane.

Circa 1845, Henry Lowe owned both the old Robin
Hood and the present pub, but it is not known when the
Chester Road Inn was built. The first recorded landlord
was Ralph Rathbone, 1822-23, followed by Ralph
Greenway 1824-28 (who later moved to the Horse and
Jockey).

Sue Lorrimer

Helsby Village Society

THE WINTER SESSION began in September with a
talk by Ron Hutchison, the former chauffeur to Lord
Leverhulme. After many years working for Lord Lever-
hulme they had become firm friends, and he had many
interesting and amusing stories to tell, giving members
an insight into 'how the other half lives'.

At the October meeting, members were sorry to hear

of the death of John Chantler, who had belonged to the
Society for many years.
Dr and Mrs Duke talked of their visit to Antarctica,
showing spectacular views of glaciers, waterfalls and
snow clad mountains coloured red or gold by the Ant-
arctic sunsets. Pictures of busy penguins, seals basking
on the ice and the bird life were both fascinating and
amusing.

Helsby Village Society meets on the last Thursday of
each month from September to April in Helsby Commu-
nity Centre at 7.30pm. Visitors and new members are
always welcome. The 2008/2009 programme is on the
notice board in Helsby Community Centre foyer.

Barbara Norgain

Loxley Hall Hits the Heights!

IN THE MIDDLE of our village is a gem of a care home.
It's Loxley Hall and Jo Turner and her care team are over
the moon to have been awarded the country's highest
social care rating "Excellent" by Independent Government

Inspectors.
Whilst many of us
might recognise the

building when we park
for the health centre or
library it's likely that few
of us would imagine the
hive of activity that goes
on inside to support the
35 people who live
there.

"We are here to help
our residents get the
most out of their last
years" manager Jo told
Helsby News, " and that
means providing a good
variety of activities as
well as good residential and nursing care."

There are cinema nights and dominoes, group singing
and trips out to places like Ness Gardens and the Zoo.
There's even a big keyboard computer and access to the
Internet and the possibility of ‘webcamming’ to faraway
relatives.

With an average age of 91 you would think that for
most older folk their dancing days would be over but not
so for some of the residents of Loxley Hall. The Christmas
Lunch at Fourways will be followed by a tea dance!

It's not surprising that activities coordinator, Graham
Holding, was singled out for individual praise by the
Inspector, for his energy and commitment is reflected in
the creativity of the events programme.

So next time you pass Loxley Hall don't think of it as a
place where folk are just ‘in waiting’ think of it as a place
where quality of life matters and residents are respected
for what they can do rather than what they can't. A well
deserved award, Loxley Hall.

Marj Thoburn
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Robin Hood Rescued

NEW LANDLORD at the Robin Hood is
Jason Sheehan - native of Wrexham -
who has big plans for the village pub.
Past experience has included manag-
ing the Fiesta Havanna in Chester and
running a bar in Pacca, Spain, where he
also acted as DJ.

Hitting the ground running, he
organised a fancy dress party for Hal-
loween, has entertainment lined up
through the week, a disco and Karaoke
every Friday and live bands on Satur-
days.

The pub football team plays on the
village field, there are darts, snooker,
pool teams and quiz organised in the
pub and b&b rooms to let as well as the
function rooms for hire.

Well used to village life, Jason
intends to run the Robin Hood as a real
local pub - but wants to freshen the
place up a bit first. Food is available
from 5 - 9 pm weekdays and Ben, the
chef, specialises in traditional British
food using fresh local produce as much
as possible. Future plans include
lunches and weekend catering, family
fun days and charity functions.

Barbara Ginty

Dance Show Success

PUPILS OF THE Danash Dance
School in Helsby played to full houses
in the Community Centre with their
annual show, ‘Shout!" . George Ran-
dles, Chair of Helsby Parish Council,
was the special opening night guest
and described the event as "Helsby's
best kept secret!" This year's show
was dedicated to the memory of
Branwen Phillips, a long standing
member of Showtime Fundraisers,
the fundraising arm of the Danash
Dance School.

The youngsters, aged between 4
and 20, performed numbers from a
variety of genres including High
School Musical, Alice in Wonderland
and culminating in a fantastic swing-
ing 60's finale.

Six months of hard work and dedi-
cation perfected the show and the
group enjoyed every minute!
Children can start classes from three
years. For more information about
dance classes contact Bev on 01606
301031.

Focus on .... Jen and Maggie

THURSDAY IS THE DAY for the
Greenwood Day Centre - which is
held in the Springfields' Lounge under
the auspices of Age Concern. Started
10 years ago last January to supple-
ment the existing Tuesday Club, the
Greenwood Day Centre was man-
aged by Tracy Gough, aided by
helpers including Jen Thomas and
Maggie Jones . A couple of years
later, Jen and Maggie took over as
leaders and are still going strong!
Every week, 12 regulars turn up
around 10.45 for a chat, lunch, tea
and cakes - all ladies - Jen recalled
just one man appearing and quickly
disappearing! Maggie and Jen work
on a rota of activities for the ladies -
and a work rota for the helpers too,
without whose assistance they
couldn't run the Centre. Activities
include games like dominoes and bin-
go, handicrafts are popular and
regularly on the programme is the nail
and hand massage. Talks and visits
are also arranged from time to time,
and parties of course - for birthdays
and Christmas. Volunteer car drivers
do the transport for the Centre - a
very valuable service - and there is a
waiting list to attend. Whilst they
would like to increase the capacity,

Jen pointed out that H & S limits are
strict and more helpers would be
needed too. 'There's such a lovely
atmosphere’', says Jen, 'we really
enjoy ourselves'.

Giving comes naturally to Jennifer
Thomas - she first got involved in
village life in the late 60s, when she
was co-opted to the Parochial Church
Council at St Paul's. This led to volun-
teering for the newly-established
'Housebound Library Service'. Four
teams of helpers used to take boxes
of books round to people's homes -
weighty work indeed but much appre-
ciated. In between volunteering, Jen
does a lot of cooking -jam and chut-
ney, Christmas cakes and puddings -
loves jigsaws and enjoys her garden.
With two children, four grandchildren
and husband Frank in the picture, Jen
certainly doesn't get a lot of free time!

A native of Perthshire, Maggie's
working life was involved with textiles
and she moved south to work in Man-
chester and later, she met her late
husband Vic on a blind date! After
retiring, Maggie got herself a part-
time job in Kingsley - 'to work myself
down to retirement' - as she puts it,
and then joined a few local societies.
Next came volunteering to help 'as

the tea lady' before finding herself
running the Greenwood with Jen.
Clearly enjoying life, and her sur-
roundings, Maggie agrees that the
Greenwood is a happy and active
Centre. 'We all work together so well’,
she says, 'and in emergencies or
when illness strikes - its just all hands
on deck, everyone helps'. Maggie did
add that without the volunteers to
help, the Centre wouldn't be able to
function, which would be such a pity.
'We're all getting a bit older you know,
and really do need some younger
helpers to get involved, to keep it
going' she adds. And both her and
Jen praised the efforts of the cooks
who prepare the wonderful lunches -
Pat Brian, Pat Carter and Janet
Ford:.....'we really only go for the
food' they both said!

Barbara Ginty
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HALLOWEEN AND

Chris's Bonfire night have
Crime always been a chal-
lenging period for
OV N those involved in
tackling anti-social

behaviour, and each year sees an
increase in the demand for Police
services - but this year, the Helsby
area was the best we have had, with
very few incidents reported.

With the  Festive season
approaching, Cheshire Police will be
conducting a drink driving initiative
and working closely with all licensed
premises to identify people who

drink-drive. We will be using our new,
more accurate, breathalyser devices
(and no, putting a penny in your
mouth really does not work!) Remem-
ber, itis an obligatory one-year ban to
anyone convicted of drink-driving.
Don't forget that Christmas shop-
ping means extra goods being kept in
your home, so keep valuables and
Christmas gifts out of sight! Check
your home security - an external light
can be a huge improvement! You can
buy security lights that plug into the
mains for as little as £40 and you
don't need the skills of an electrician
to fit them. Home Security assess-

ments are available from the
Community Action Team, call us for
more information.

If you would like to speak to me or
PC Donna Beswick then please
leave a message for us on 0845 458
6393. To report an incident - a crime,
suspicious persons or for immediate

Police attention, please dial 0845
458 0000. In an emergency always
dial 999. For HomeWatch informa-
tion or email Police contacts visit
www.hvag.org.uk.

Helsby High School News

PUPILS AT Helsby High received praise following an
Ofsted visit in October when Pupil behaviour and Commu-
nity work were judged to be 'Outstanding'. Combined with
exemplary examination results, overall, the school was
judged to be 'Good with many outstanding features'.
Transition activities with Frodsham College and building
work are a major part of school life at the moment. The
new library facilities and a sixth form study area come into
use in the New Year, plus a large social area and much
needed classrooms and wider corridors.

All pupils at school are preparing Christmas Hampers
for older people in the community and intend to invite them
to a Christmas Party. Whilst it is the pupils' aim to show
that they care for their community, the pupils recognise
that another benefit will be the conversations they will
have with their older neighbours on the day.

Successful Term for Hillside Primary

HELSBY HILLSIDE Primary School held a European
Languages Day earlier this term. As part of the celebra-
tions they entered an EU painting competition organised
locally by MP, Mike Hall and their entry will go into
Parliament to Keith Vaz MP, the national organiser of the
competition. The entry was designed in the form of a
circle of blue hands linking together to show unity in
diversity and also comprised of 12 stars representing the
EU founder states.

The school tag rugby team has been very successful
this term. They won the local Tag Rugby competition
held at Whitby and then progressed to the county final at
Macclesfield Rugby Club where they competed against
16 other schools. The children acquitted themselves very
well coming 3rd in the Plate Competition.

Changes to train times

FROM SUNDAY 14 December there are some very significant
changes to the train services through Helsby. In particular, early
morning services to Manchester have been changed, with the
06:59 service now being put forward to 06:22. Trains from
Manchester are similarly affected and the Sunday service will be
improved from February. New timetables will be available from
Helsby Library or from ClIr Frank Thomas.

The Station Working Party has been busy planting 500
pansies, donated by VRBC, and the Council and the volunteers
deserve great praise for maintaining the high standard of Helshy
Station.

Frank Thomas

Helsby & Elton Practice News

THE PRACTICE WILL be closed on Christmas Day and
New Year's Day. Requests for repeat prescriptions should
be made, preferably by Friday 19 December for Christmas
and by Monday 29 December for New Year.

Dr Rachel Holliday has returned to work following her
maternity leave, baby Katie doing fine. Dr Holliday will be
working on Thursdays and Fridays. A number of new staff
have been welcomed to the team; Registrar Dr Rajesh
Rajan, Practice Nurse Liz Bowring, and medical reception-
ists, Cath Crowly and Judith Hand.

Human Papilloma Virus (HPV) vaccinations

The Practice has written to all female patients born
between 1 September 1990 and 31 August 1991 inviting
them to make an appointment to have the HPV vaccina-
tion. This vaccine protects against the two types of the
virus that cause most cases (over 70%) of cervical cancer.
Patients having this vaccination will reduce the risk of
getting cervical cancer when they are older. Three injec-
tions are needed, over a period of about six months and it
is important to have all three injections as this offers the
best level of protection. Patients wishing any further infor-
mation may contact the Practice to discuss matters with a
member of the Nursing Team.

Chris Ashbrook

Library news

A BIG 'thank you' to Helsby Guides, who have made
such a good job of the garden outside the library. Many
people have enjoyed watching the flowers and plants
flourish and brighten up the building. This year's Sum-
mer Reading Challenge had an Olympics theme.
Congratulations to the 86 of you that completed and
received your certificates and medals - an increase of
over 100% on last year!

2008 has been the National Year of Reading so
thanks to everyone who has used the library this year,
and welcome to all our new members.

If you would like to become a member of the library
please come and see us, it is FREE to join and FREE
to loan books. We also loan DVDs at a charge of £1.30
or £2.60 for a week. Details of Helsby Library and all
other Cheshire libraries and the services we provide
can be found on www.cheshire.gov.uk/libraries.
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Fishing - work parties

Helsby Fishing Club members have
really been helping themselves this
year with the launch of work parties
for members. Each member must
now complete at least one working
party throughout the year. The bene-
fits of the work groups are clear to
see, Fishing Club Secretary, Kevin
Holland, said, "The newly introduced
rule regarding the work parties seems
to be a great success and the club
waters have never looked so good.
Not only have the reeds been kept at
bay but nearly all of the 'pegs'
cleaned up, widened, freshly laid flag
stones and boards installed to pre-
vent erosion. | would like to thank all
those who have carried out the work."

Any Junior Rugby Players?

Helsby Junior RFC is always on the
lookout for new players to boost
their teams, but at the moment they
are especially looking for players
aged 10 through to 15. Both new-
comers to the sport and
experienced players will receive a
warm welcome. Please contact Stu
Wilkinson 01928 724452 for more
details.

Shell Rugby Sponsorship

Shell UK has kindly donated £350 this
year to help out with much needed
funds for Helsby Rugby'’s juniors. Stu
Wilkinson, Rugby Development Offic-
er, said, "It's great news when local
businesses help us out , the money
that Shell UK has offered will be put
towards purchasing new kit.” He con-
tinues, “We have also had £1,000
donated by Halifax Estate Agents of
Frodsham, which will contribute
towards marketing and coach devel-
opment. For the last few seasons,
Helsby-based construction company
Warburton Renovations, has and will
continue to assist with ground care
machinery running and machinery
maintenance, which has been invalu-
able.”

If any local Companies would like
to get local exposure we can offer
pitch side advertising to large audi-
ences during the season. We have
visiting junior and senior clubs on a
weekly basis bringing parents and
supporters from, to name a few are-
as, Northwich, Ellesmere Port,
Chester, the whole of the Wirral area
and West Cheshire. For more infor-
mation Contact Stu Wilkinson 07891
504265.

Bowls Round Up

The 2008 bowls season has
recently drawn to a close, but it was
another busy season on the greens.
The highlights of the season were
the well attended tournaments. The
Lucy Evan’s Ladies Open was won
by Val Dale and Julie Green, while
the George Newby Pairs was won
by David White and David Cooper.
The Helsby Open saw an exciting
final between a Chesh-
ire and a Lancashire
County bowler, with
Simon Cookson of
Cheshire the Vvictor.
The John Clements
Junior Trophy was won
by Mark Polland after
an exciting final against
Ryan Hocking. It was
the third consecutive
time Mark has collected
this trophy. The club’s
Individual Tournament

was won by Robert Ellison following
a very close and hard fought final
with Colin Wass.

During the close season the
greens are being treated to ensure
they are back in top condition for the
new season which commences in
April 2009. New members are
always welcome and free coaching
for beginners will resume again in
the spring. Contact John Clements
on 01928 722524 for more details.

Gala Night Success

Saturday 4 October saw another fan-
tastic gala night dinner at the club’s
annual fundraising marquee event.
130 people were treated to two fan-
tastic singers Lissa Oldham and Pete
Valentine, and comedian, Johnny
Wager, who at two hours notice stood
in for Zack Stevens, who found him-
self in hospital.

Whilst raising money for the develop-
ment fund, the evening provided
everyone with a great night out. Spe-
cial thanks to all who helped: Pip
Randles and the flower ladies, San-
dra and the bar staff, Les and Tony,
the Junior members who were our
drinks waiters for the evening, the
artistes, and everyone who attended.
A date will shortly be announced for
next year's event but you can pre-
register your interest in tickets by
sending your details to
info@helsbysports.com.

Vacancy Notice

The club is looking for replacement
experienced stewards, as the cur-
rent post holders are hoping to retire
soon. It is an exciting time for the
club as we seek funding to build a
new clubhouse and indoor sports
facilities.

The suitable candidate(s) will ide-
ally be a local couple with previous
experience of managing a club or
bar, including stock and cellar man-
agement and committed to providing
a friendly atmosphere for members
and visitors. This position will include
weekend and evening work.

Please apply in writing with CV to
Secretary, Helsby = Community
Sports Club, Chester Road, Helsby,
WAG6 ODL For further information on
either position please contact the
Club Secretary on 01928 723328 or
the Assistant Secretary on 01928
722524,
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Club News in Brief

Awards for All Success

Helsby Junior Rugby section has suc-
cessfully secured a grant of £4,600
with the purpose of providing commu-
nity coaching and training equipment.

Community Consultations

In the next couple of months the club
intends to consult with the local com-
munity about exciting redevelopment
plans. We would like as many local
residents as possible to attend and
share their views and thoughts with
us. Please keep a look-out on the
club website www.helsbysports.com
and on local notice boards for details
of dates and times.

Volunteer Thanks

The club would like to thank all of the
volunteers who have helped over the
course of 2008. Volunteers are the
lifeblood of the club and without their
hard work and dedication our events
would not be so successful. If you
would like to volunteer your services
in 2009, ring Michelle on 07856
177571.

Valentines Ball

Friday 13 February - Helsby Commu-
nity Sports Club, Valentines Dinner
Dance with three course meal, caba-
ret and disco. Black Tie and party
frocks, With Christmas out of the way
why not treat the loved one in your
life? All invited, tickets from the club
on 01928 722267 (organised by
Helsby Rugby section).

Clubmark

Over the coming
months Helsby
Community Sports
Club will be work-

ing towards
generic Clubmark
status. Helsby
Rugby Club
already has the
RFU  Seal of

Approval and Helsby FC have the pres-
tigious FA Charter Award, but the
generic Clubmark accreditation will
apply to the whole club. Sport England's
Clubmark award is used by national
governing bodies of sport, as part of
their club accreditation programme for
sports clubs with junior sections, in rec-
ognition of a quality club. We'll keep you
posted with our progress.

Half Marathon

The 28th Shell Four Villag-
ers Half Marathon will take
place on Sunday 18 Janu-
ary 2009 at Helsby
Community Sports Club.
This event is always over-
subscribed so if you want
to take part get your entry
completed on line at:
http://www.fabian4.co.uk/
start/list.aspx?EventID=1
53.asp

Villagers are encour-
aged to come and watch
the race, which gets under
starters orders outside the
club at 1lam. The half

marathon raises funds for many charities and community groups from Helsby
and neighbouring villages, including Scout and Guide troops and the Women'’s
Institute. More information about Helsby Running Club can be found at

www.helsbyrunningclub.org.uk

Tennis

Tennis is an enjoyable sport with many fitness advantages. It is affordable, fun
and a great way to make new friends. In conjunction with Helsby Tennis Club,
Performance Tennis Academy will be carrying out demonstration days in the

New Year at local schools.

Based at Helsby Community Sports Club, Performance Tennis Academy
offers coaching sessions for children of all ages and abilities and will be
running tennis camps most half-term holidays and during the summer holidays.
Please contact Craig Barnard on 07841 182 671 for more details.

Christmas Entertainment

Join us at the club for some sea-
sonal Christmas fun. This year we’'ll
be holding a variety of fun quizzes
and games nights over the festive
period, including favourites such as
Key to a Fortune, Bingo, Play your
Cards Right, Name that Tune and
many more. These nights will take
place on Wed 24 (Christmas Eve)
and Sat 27 December.

On New Year's Eve, we have a
great line up, starring NICO, an

excellent guitarist and vocal enter-
tainer, and BECCI SHAW, a great
female vocalist. Tickets go on sale

from Saturday 15 November
(members only, one ticket per mem-
ber), and then open to
non-members from Sat 13 Decem-
ber. First come first served, only 100
tickets available. As usual this event
is bring your own food.

Christmas Opening Hours
Christmas Day 12-2pm
Boxing Day Closed
New Year (ticket only) 8pm-1am

Helsby Parish Councillors

North Ward

Sylvia Crossley-Jones 723115
Alan Gardner 722360
George Porter 725080
Trish Robertson 725098
Sarah Temple 722181
Central Ward

Chris Ellams 724409
Patricia Holder 727384
Stuart Hulse 724272
Sam Johnson 722297
Terry O’Neill 723205
South Ward

Bill Foster 727392
Kevin Kennedy 726534

George Randles (Chair) 724775

Frank Thomas 722179
(vacancy)

Clerk

Jeanette Hughes 726433

Primrose Cottage, Back Lane,
Alvanley, WA6 9AN

Page 8

News is supported by Helsby Parish Council



