Armed robbery at Helsby Post Office

A QUIET Saturday afternoon on duty at
the post office shop was shattered for
assistant, Claire Lambert, when a man in
his early thirties, pretending to want a
lottery ticket, stuck a gun at Claire and
ordered her to open the till.

The man grabbed the banknotes and
was about to take cigarettes when he
was disturbed by an elderly couple com-
ing into the shop. At their appearance he
ran off. The police were called and a

shocked Claire was able to give a
description of her assailant.

Christine Wakefield, Helsby's post-
mistress, told Helsby News that all the
staff are shaken by the incident. The post
office had closed at lunchtime as usual
on a Saturday and now Mrs Wakefield
has decided that the shop too will close
at lunch time from 7 March. Police are
continuing with their enquiries.

Marj Thoburn

Goodbye...

AFTER 34 YEARS as a
partner at the Health
Centre, Dr Richard
Brook retires in April. A
Yorkshireman, he joined
the Helsby practice
when it was located in
Crosslands Terrace, fol-
lowing a couple of years
training in the Isle of
Man and the Chester area. Dr Brook
maintains that the move to the
present Health Centre was crucial to
the growth and development of the
present practice, which was sup-
ported at the time by his original
Partners, the local community and the
Helsby Parish Council. “One of the
exciting things for me over the years
has been the development of the
Practice - recognising the advantages
of introducing other services ahead of
their time - for the benefit of residents
and trainee doctors” said Dr Brook.
As a Course Organiser at the Coun-
tess of Chester, he has been involved
in training doctors for the past 17
years - “a challenge at times - but
very rewarding”.

Living and working in the area, Dr
Brook said that over the years he had
invested a lot of personal interest in
the Helsby Practice - particularly the
patient/doctor relationship - and he

expressed concern
about losing sight of this
important factor.

“Patients respect/accept

the one-to-one relation-

ship, with the Practice if

not the GP. It is impor-

tant for them personally

and for the care they

receive, so a less per-
% sonalised healthcare will

be a big disadvantage in
my opinion”. He added that as things
stand, the existing Partners are com-
mitted to keeping and developing the
Health Centre, regardless of plans for
the Frodsham area. “And even in
retirement | shall still be watching
closely the further development of the
Practice” he joked.

With his three children having
flown the nest, Dr Brook and his wife
Jean plan to do some travelling to far
flung places when she retires. He is a
keen motor cyclist (from IoM days!),
enjoys sailing (preferably somewhere
hot) and is involved in the local Rotary
- so plenty to do!

But before riding off into the sun-
set, Dr Brook reflected that it had
been a privilege to be involved with
the care of the families and residents
of Helsby and Elton and a pleasure to
feel part of the community as well as
contributing to it.

Barbara Ginty

... and Hello

WELCOME TO Dr Matt O’'Shea who
joins the practice at Helsby Health
Centre on 1 April. Raised on the Wir-
ral, Dr O'Shea went to school in
Birkenhead and studied medicine at
Liverpool University. He may be a
familiar
face to
some resi-
dents as he
completed
his GP
training in
Helsby
some 10
years ago and has returned as a
locum over the years since then. After
a six-year absence working as a part-
ner in Warrington he is rejoining the
practice and is thrilled at the prospect:
"It's equally flattering and exciting to
be invited to return. I'm biased of
course as it's where | started out but
I've always seen Helsby as the model
practice."

Current examples of the innova-
tive spirit at the practice include touch
screens in reception and on-line
requests for prescriptions or appoint-
ments. The future holds challenges
both locally and in the wider commu-
nity but, hopefully, the road ahead will
be a happy and healthy one.

Barbara Ginty
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A selection of forthcoming events in the village. All contributions are more
than welcome - please contact the Editors on 724848 / 722304.

April

Sat 4 Annual Spring Village Litterpick, 10am - 12 noon,
Meet at Community Centre Car Park

Mon 6  Parish Council meeting, Helsby Library, 7pm

Thurs 9 Maundy Thursday Holy Communion and Foot Washing,
7.30pm, St Paul's Church

Fri10  Good Friday Joint Service 10am at St Paul's, followed by
Walk of Witness and tea and hot cross buns at
Helsby Methodist Church

Sat 11 Easter Eve Vigil and Service of Light, 7.30pm, St Paul's Church

Easter Holy Communion and Breakfast, 8am

Day Easter Day Celebration, Helsby Methodist Church, 10.30am
Communion St Paul's Church, 11am

Tues 14 Helsby Hillside WI The Elegant Art of Side Saddle Riding,
Speakers Judith McHugh & Diane Haddock,
Community Centre, 7.30pm

Thurs 23 Annual Parish Meeting for Parish Electorate,
Community Centre, 7pm

Thurs 30 Village Society AGM, followed by From Eden to Paradise,
Speaker Margaret Curry, Community Centre, 7.30pm

May

Mon 11 Parish Council AGM, Helsby Library, 7pm

Tues 12 Helsby Hillside WI T G Choir, speaker Anne Wilkinson

Sat 16 Helsby Village Produce Association Plant Sale
Community Centre, 10am - 12 noon

Thurs 26 A Journey Down the River Dee, speaker Hugh Begs,
Village Society, Community Centre, 7.30pm

June
Tues 9 Helsby Hillside WI, Monologues, speaker Allan Hadfield,
Community Centre, 7.30pm

27-29 St Paul's Art and Craft Exhibition
July
Sat 11 Helsby Village Fete Day - a repeat of last year’s successful fun day!

Helsby Community Sports Club

Parish Council Surgeries
Sat 4 April Sat 6 June Sat4 July Sat4 August

Helsby Community Centre, 10am - 12 noon
Talk to your local Parish Councillor at these monthly meetings

Editorial Team: Helsby News online!

Check out the Parish Council’s web-

Marj Thoburn 722304 site at www.helsbyparish.org.uk and
Barbara Ginty 724848 follow the links to Helsby News.
Michelle Pickstock 722127

Frank Thomas 722179 Helsby News by e-mail?

Kevin Kennedy 726534 Would you, or anyone you know, be

interested in receiving an electronic
copy of Helsby News via e-mail, hot
off the press?

Editorial: 01928 724848 / 722304
Email: editor@helsbynews.org
Printed by W H Evans of Chester If so, please e-mail your details to
editor@helsbynews.org and we’ll do

Supported by Helsby Parish Council the rest!

NEWS IN BRIEF

Primary Care Update

Helen Bellairs, Chief Executive of Western
Cheshire Primary Care Trust, outlined the
Trust’s 10-year strategy to bring appropriate
medical care closer to home, when she
spoke recently to Helshy Parish Councillors.
Mrs Bellairs, a Helsby resident, indicated
that the Trust had approved an investment
programme that would move more care from
hospital to community. The initial schedule
of priority initiatives includes development of
services in Frodsham and Helsby.

Footpaths Society Walks

The Helsby Footpaths Society is taking part
in the Festival of Walks programme organ-
ised by Frodsham Town Council. Two walks
have been arranged. The first "Three Quar-
ries" is on Saturday 25 April starting at 2 pm
from the Robin Hood pub on Chester Road
and takes about two hours. The second
"Beyond the Pale" is on Saturday 2 May,
meeting at 10 am at Manley Common. The
walk is about eight miles, so stout walking
boots, a packed lunch and drinks are
required. Contact Mike Culverhouse 722443
or David George 725040 for further details.

Christmas Lights

It may seem a long time ago, but hopefully
you noticed some of the shops and busi-
nesses in the village making an effort with
their Christmas decorations? The Parish
Council ran a competition in the run up to
Christmas to decide which looked the best,
considering aspects of design, creativity,
impact, colour and tastefulness. It was a
close-run event, with Helsby Fast Food
coming top (for the fourth year running),
followed by Headlines and Tan A Reef of
Latham Avenue. Well done to everyone who
took part and let's hope we see even more
this year!

New Parish Councillor

The Parish Council welcomes Susanne
MacPherson as a new South Ward Council-
lor. Three candidates stood for co-option
and Mrs MacPherson won the vote to repre-
sent South Ward at the February Parish
Council meeting.

Community Sports Club Development

Helsby Community Sports Club and Brook-
house have submitted plans to move the
sports club and facilities to the rear of Mere’s
Edge and redevelop the existing club site
with housing. A Parish Council planning
consultation event was held on 19 February,
which showed good support for the propos-
als. Comments will be reviewed by the full
Parish Council prior to decision by Vale
Royal Borough Council later in March.
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Helsby Park gets a new look

THE FIRST PHASE of work to refur-
bish the rundown and outdated park
in the centre of the village began on
Monday 23 February and will take
around six weeks to complete. The
project has been funded by a grant of
£47,500, awarded by Waste Recy-
cling Environmental Limited (WREN).
The new equipment will include a
basket swing and an aerial runway -
items chosen by pupils at Hillside
Primary School and Helsby High
School.

It won't end there though. A sec-
ond phase will see the installation of
new toddler play equipment, new

paths and a seating area. This will be
funded by a grant of £20,000 from the

Community Aggregate Fund
(COMMA). The Helsby bid was the
only successful bid in the county. The

scheme is part of a much bigger and
ambitious plan to update the Parish
Park.

Helsby Parish Councillor Kevin
Kennedy said, “Helsby Parish Council
is extremely pleased that these excit-
ing improvements to the village's play
areas are now underway. With
Groundwork’s help, we are hopeful
that the remaining funding will be
forthcoming in order to realise the
entire development and benefit all the
young people of Helsby.”

Residents at the south end of the
village can soon look forward to the
opening of the new, developer-built,
children’s play park on Mere's Edge.

Michelle Pickstock

New PCSO to tackle vandals

RESIDENTS HAVE BEEN treated to a
spate of vandalism during February.
Damage includes a shattered bus shelter,
scratched cars and the emergency door
of the Community Centre. In addition our
new and successful youth club seems to
be being targeted on a Thursday night by
a rowdy element who don’t want to join
the club but hang around outside in the
car park looking for trouble. Gangs of 15
or more youths have been reported con-
gregating late at night, some of them
drunk. The police have promised to step
up their presence on the streets of Helsby
in the next few weeks.

New PCSO James Tapley (pictured),
starts work in the middle of March and will
have his work cut out
getting on top of the
situation. James is 22
and just completing
his training. His hob-
bies and interests
include football, bad-
minton, ice hockey,
reading and socialising. “I'm very much
looking forward to working in Helsby and
to meeting everyone. | hope to be an
asset in the area | cover,” says James.

Marj Thoburn

Looking out for each other - Helsby expands Home Wa

PLANS ARE AFOOT to expand the
Home Watch scheme in Helsby. Res-
ident Ray Symes, who masterminds
a successful scheme in his part of the
village, has volunteered to develop a
similar arrangement across the whole
of Helshy.

“Having an active Home Watch
scheme will provide us with the best
way of developing a partnership
between residents and the police. It's
in all our interests to reduce crime
against ourselves and our properties”
Ray told Helsby News.

Helsby has over 5,000 residents
and 100 roads. The plan is to develop
Home Watch with a network of volun-
teer coordinators to achieve 100%
coverage, matching the best in
Cheshire.

To achieve a practical scheme,
Ray believes we need about 100
coordinators, working in groups of
eight or nine in each area, an average
of one coordinator per road.

So far 30 volunteers are already
working on the scheme; another 70
need to be recruited to cover the
whole village. The task isn't onerous
and current volunteers report them-

tch

selves as being soon brought up to
speed.

Each coordinator agrees to hold
the contact details of all residents on
their patch and to act as the prime
contact for crime information to and
from the police and ad hoc reports
from the residents.

“Having an e-mail address helps
make communication more efficient”
says Ray, “but the scheme is also
designed to include those without
access to e-mail through a cascade
process”.

The aim of Home Watch is to help
everyone in the community feel safer.
By looking out for each other we can
make it much more difficult to commit
a crime in Helsby and help catch
those who do.

Volunteers are needed now. If you
want to get involved and are prepared
to help either as a coordinator or as
an individual who supports the
scheme please get in touch with Ray
Symes.

He can be contacted by e-mail at
ray.symes@btinternet.com or tele-
phone 07785 362382.

Marj Thoburn

Quality renewed

HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL has once
again been recognised as a Quality
Parish Council. Well done to the Par-
ish Clerk, Jeanette Hughes, for
coordinating the preparation and sub-
mission of the necessary paperwork
and ensuring that all procedures were
up to date to meet the new conditions
for quality status.

STOP PRESS: Travellers Update

FOLLOWING A lengthy appeal process, travellers at the land off Towers Lane have
been given a two-year reprieve by the Planning Inspectorate. Although the Inspector
found the development to be out of keeping with its surroundings, he concluded that
the occupants’ personal needs outweighed harm to the Green Belt for a temporary
period. Permission was therefore granted to allow the travellers to remain on site for
two years while alternative site provision is sought within the Borough. Various
conditions have been attached in order to safeguard the character and appearance
of the area, such as limiting the number of caravans and families and restricting any

further development of the site.

Jeanette Hughes
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Helsby Pride or no Pride?

Is Helsby in Bloom a possibility?
Residents will remember that last
year we didn’t have the most spectac-
ular flower planters in the county,
partly due to the very wet summer
and partly because we have been
dependent on Vale Royal for supply-
ing the plants.

This year the Helsby Village
Action Group (HVAG) has decided,
with the support of the Parish Council,
to see if we can improve things and
has suggested an "Adopt a Planter”
scheme for the village.

There are 16 planters along the
Chester Road and it shouldn't take

rocket sci-
ence to fill
them. We
know
there are
some very
keen
amateur
gardeners
in the vil-
lage as well as enthusiastic
associations. Local businesses and
organisations are also being
approached to do their bit.

Folk who take up the challenge will
be allocated their own planter which
they can fill with plants of their choice.
Advice about suitable plants will be
available. The planters are self water-
ing unless we have a sweltering
summer and the Parish Council Gen-
eral Assistants will help with the
weeding as usual. The plan is to start
planting out in early May so there is
plenty of growing time to sow bedding
plants now!

Some groups have already made
a difference. Community Centre
users couldn’t have failed to notice
the lovely display the Guides made
last year and who isn't glad to see the
daffodils marking the entrances to the
village, planted by volunteers a few
years ago?

Helsby in Bloom won't happen
without you. Let's see what we can
do. We can’t hope to compete with
our market town neighbour but we
could give it a run for its money!

If you are interested in adopting a
planter yourself or can get a group of
friends together to do so please tele-
phone Marj Thoburn on 01928
722304. Marj is coordinating the
scheme on behalf of the HVAG so
give her a ring for more information.

We can do it! Yes we can!

The spring of 2007 saw the very first HVAG

litter pick in Helsby. There were 12 of us,

Residents and Parish Councillors, and it was a

bright sunny Saturday morning (pictured). Two

"picks" later, in September 2008, and there

were 24 of us litter picking the A56, from the

Helsby Arms to the High School, and we soon

filled 30 bags. And actually it wasn't hard work!

Everyone was provided with a visibility jacket,

gloves and the all important litter picking grab stick. Working in teams, with a
designated area to cover, there was lots of camaraderie and good humour from
the public.

Well, we are doing it again and this time we hope to see double the
volunteers, because we intend to make an even bigger difference this year.
Every year the Parish Council enters the village in a competition called Village
Pride. There are several categories depending on the population of the village
- and ‘third’ is the best position we have reached in recent years! The judges
visit the village in the spring, summer and autumn....and we don't know when!
We are judged on how the village looks, so it's essential that it is as litter free
as possible; that there is no graffiti and definitely no dog fouling on the paths
and verges. Last year we were marked down because some irresponsible dog
owners saw fit to let their dogs foul the Parish Field!

To win would be great. Why? Because it's great to see the plaques go up
at either end of the village. We have a quarry which has already won awards
and a hill which is a regional landmark. We can do it. We can all help to make
a difference and each of us can be proud to say “I LIVE IN HELSBY”.

The Spring Litter pick is on Saturday 4 April, 10am -12 noon, meeting at the
Community Centre Car Park.

Marj Thoburn

Station Pride does it again!

There really must be something very special about Helsby Station because it
keeps on winning prizes! Next time you are on the station take a look at the
winning plaques. The latest one is for “Tidiest Station in the County”. The
volunteers of the Helsby Working Party, North Cheshire Rail Users Group, can
take credit for the award which was made in January at Northwich Salt
Museum.

Letting the Pride Down.

Have you ever thought how dog owners
would feel if parents allowed their
young children to defecate on the pave-
ments and verges, and then

walk away, leaving the mess

for the much loved dogs to

tread in? No doubt there would

be a hue and cry and calls for

to get to naming and shaming before
things improve? The vast majority of
dog owners take their responsibilities
seriously and use the dog waste bins or
take the droppings home.
They truly care for their ani-
mals and respect their
reputation.
Maybe it is time for us to

the RSPCA to insist the gov-
ernment outlaw it! Well, there

is a law for dog owners. It is

called the Dogs Fouling of

Land Act 1996 and it makes
interesting reading. According

to the act it is an offence for
someone to allow their dog to

foul and not clear up afterwards. Any
lands, roads, verges which are publicly
accessible fall under this act.

In Helsby there is a small group of
persistent offenders who seem to think
its ok to flout the law and leave their
dog's dirt for all to tread in. Do we have

become more vocal in our
objections when we see dog
owners breaking the law.
Maybe we should be calling
out “Take it home!” more often.
Repeat offenders can be fined
up to £1,000. Reporting the
problem couldn't be easier.
Phone Environmental Health Services
on 01606 867846 and they will investi-
gate.
We need a clean village - not one
where the few let the many down!

Marj Thoburn
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Hillside WI

DECEMBER'S SPEAKERS were Moira Curry and Gill
Morgan. They spoke enthusiastically of their work in East-
ern Uganda. To cheer up a cold December evening,
traditionally most of the members wore red and festive
food and mulled wine was served by Pauline Gardener
and her team of helpers.

At the January meeting, the speaker's topic was ‘Life in
the Fifties’. Mrs Rona Collins had worked for two of the
larger Liverpool Stores, George Henry Lee and T J Hugh-
es. Having worked her way from shop assistant to
supervisor, she had many amusing stories to tell.

February began on a sad note. Vice President Barbara
Norgain, who chaired the meeting had to announce the
death of two of members Ella Sutherland, who had been
a member for 14 years, and Cecilia Birkenhead, who was
a recent member.

In her demonstration on Creative Cakes, replacement
speaker, Helen Phipps, showed members how to ice and
decorate cakes and biscuits. Eight WI members made hot
drinks for the runners in the Helsby Half Marathon for the
third year running!

On hearing of the removal of the barrow crossing at
Helsby Station, a list of members who had used the
crossing in the past five years was sent in protest to the
rail authority. A Helsby Hillside WI Coffee morning is to be
held in the Church Hall in Church Street, Frodsham on
Thursday 26 March.

Barbara Norgain

Village Society

AT THE NOVEMBER meeting of the Village Society, Mr A
Hogg told some cautionary tales about credit card fraud
and gave useful advice on how to avoid becoming a
victim. In December, the Annual Christmas Party proved
a success, as usual. Maggie Jones organised a hot pot
meal and Mae Hodge again tested everyone's brains with
her wall quizzes.

In January the booked speaker had to cancel his talk
on ‘The Terrible Tale of Gin’ and at short notice Larry Clow
stood in with ‘The History of New Brighton’. This subject
proved to be very popular, especially with the members
who had grown up on the Wirral. One or two couples had
actually met at the New Brighton Tower Ballroom.

At the February meeting, the speaker was Mike Hems
who showed excellent slides of flora and fauna , especially
birds from Ecuador and the Galapagos islands.

Barbara Norgain

New North Cheshire Way footpath

AT 70 MILES, it is the newest and longest footpath wholly
within Cheshire, running from Lyme Park and the Dark
Peak in the East to Wirral and Chester in the West,
covering the ‘Peak to Plain’ scenery of our county.

A varied, all-season, long-distance route on well main-
tained and signed paths, it offers something for every kind
of walker, as little or as much as you like! In this area it
goes through Dunham on the Hill, Helsby Hill, Frodsham
and along the River Weaver past Dutton Locks.

The North Cheshire Way guide book, on sale at Helsby
Post Office, includes maps, detailed walking directions
and industrial history, and also gives practical information
on transport, accommodation etc.

Janet Ford

Find the micel!

ON THURSDAYS between 11.30am and noon a pre-
school service for children and their carers called ‘Church
Mice’ runs at Helsby Methodist Church. One of its high-
lights is finding the little knitted mice who love to hide
around the church, and putting them back in their mouse
house. The popular baby and toddler group ‘Muddles’,
meets every Monday from 10-12 noon and every Thurs-
day from 9.30-11.30am in term-time.

Why not come and see puppets Bertie and Belinda at
JIGSAW (Jesus Is Great, Sing And Worship), a lively half
hour interactive service for children of all ages, on the last
Sunday of every month at 9.30am? EVERYONE is wel-
come whether young or just young at heart. The website
is  www.helsbymethodist.org.uk and go to the
Children/Families page.

Cath Clarke

St Paul's Church

ST PAUL’'s CHURCH is looking to make changes to the
way it uses the church space and it's hoped that seeking
a temporary licence to remove some of the pews will offer
an opportunity to use the space more flexibly. A special
consultation took place on 15 March to gauge opinion from
the congregation and villagers.

A joint project with the Methodist Church is underway.
This has been prompted by the appointment of Parish
Nurses in the Chester Diocese whose task is to promote
healthy and balanced lifestyles in adults. An open evening
was held on 16 March to launch the project.

Another Art and Craft Exhibition is planned for June 27,
28 and 29 with the church being decorated by local flower
arrangers and musical entertainment taking place
throughout the day.

Cemetery extension

YOU MAY HAVE noticed some activity up at the cemetery
and recall last year the approval of the planning application to
convert the previous ‘wildlife area’ into additional burial
space. A development plan was subsequently drawn up and
a hardy group consisting of Old Chester Road allotment
holders, Parish Councillors and our village General Assist-
ants (pictured) joined forces to clear the area and level it off
ready for grassing.
Part of the planning condi-
tions required provision for
the area's resident slow
worms, so some ingenious
‘hibernacula’ have been
created to provide a safe
haven over the winter.
Plans are also afoot to start
monitoring the inhabitants
over the coming years.
In parallel with this extension, the Parish Council commis-
sioned an independent report suggesting the most effective
way to use the existing cemetery. This report not only opens
up the prospect of a significant increase in the number of
burial spaces (subject to ground survey) but may also lead to
a rationalisation and tidying up of the cemetery layout. Com-
bined with the new extension, this represents a great
improvement in burial provision for the village for the next
decade and beyond.
Kevin Kennedy
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Crime Column

STAND-IN PCSO Debbie Netherton
has had a busy few months covering
the role since Chris Maddocks left for
the Manchester Force. She has met
with lots of village organisations and
been hot on parking issues.

The anti-social problems in Tesco
car park have been managed by chal-
lenging drivers and checking out their
vehicles. Officers have changed shifts
to target the anti-social use of the car

park. This seems to be paying divi-
dends.

The parents of 40 youths who have
been causing nuisance and damaging
property have had hand delivered let-
ters explaining that youngsters will be
issued with "notices to dismiss" which
means they must leave the area and
not return with 48 hours. If they do and
they are over 16 they will be arrested.
The parents of under age youngsters
will be asked to collect them. The rowdy

Helsby News is inviting new
PCSO James Tapley to contribute
his crime column to the next edition.

Journalists from GMTV recently
came out on the beat in Helsby to
film the Police interacting with
local youths. They filmed reactions
to the new guidelines on safe alco-

hol consumption/limits for under
18 year olds and some of the initi-
atives the Police have in place for

dealing with underage drinking.

behaviour is often fuelled by alcohol.

Goodbye Cheshire, Hello CWAC
FROM 1 APRIL
2009, Cheshire
West and Chester,
(already affection-
ately known as
CWAC), will be the
new principal
authority which
serves Helsby. It
will  replace the
current three-tier system of local
government, bringing together the
councils of Vale Royal, Ellesmere
Port and Neston, Chester and
Cheshire County Council.

Helsby residents will quite rightly
be wondering what does all of this
mean for us? Business as usual is
the key message.

The change means that one
council will be responsible for deliv-
ering all of the services currently
split between Vale Royal Borough
Council (VRBC) and Cheshire
County Council, including high-
ways, schools and libraries and
road gritting. With layers of staffing
removed, as well as cost savings, it
should mean more accountability
for the authority. Three representa-
tives from Helsby and Frodsham,
Clirs Les Ford, Mark Ingram and
Andrew Dawson will serve this area.

Council tax rates have recently
been announced by the new author-
ity, with a rise of 3% for VRBC
residents. The good news for
Helsby residents is that our Parish
Council has kept the local precept
the same as this year at £90,000.

The budget set by CWAC allows
every local councillor a provision of
£5,000 to invest on priorities in their
local communities. With £15,000 in
this area we can look forward to
seeing how the local community
benefits.

Michelle Pickstock

Smoothing the transfer

AS THE DEADLINE approaches for the closure of Frodsham College,
students and teachers continue working to ensure a smooth transition and,
by Easter, it is expected that all Frodsham students will have visited Helsby
High School and feel more confident about changing schools this autumn.

Concerns over transport still remain, but a pupil group has met with
Local Authority representatives to express worries over the capacity of
school buses and the altered train times.

The extensive building work of new and improved facilities continues
and currently under construction are two new science labs and two new
ICT suites. The canteen is also being extended and there is a covered area
where students can congregate. As a high performing secondary school,
Helsby has been granted Leading Edge status, and re-designated as a
science college by the Specialist Schools Trust.

Ste Smith and Craig Hitchmough (Senior Communigfdts, Helsby High School)

Rail Issues

FOLLOWING LAST month’'s article about the removal of the Barrow
Crossings at Helsby Station, considerable efforts have gone into trying to
get Network Rail to reverse their decision. North Cheshire Rail Users’
Group (NCRUG) has submitted numerous examples of passengers who
needed to use the crossings because of disability or children in prams. At
the time of writing, even with the help of Passenger Focus and local MP
Mike Hall, no decision has been forthcoming.

The local Users’ Group was delighted to be informed by Arriva Trains
Wales that the number of passengers using the local station had increased
by over 23% in the last accounting period, compared with a national
average of under 8%.

The Group has persuaded Arriva that in the summer timetable the 16.00
hours train to Manchester should again stop at Helsby unlike the current
version. It is also understood that from the winter timetable a number of
trains from Helsby will go through to Manchester Airport instead of termi-
nating at Manchester Piccadilly. This has been made possible by the
provision of a third rail platform at the Airport Station. Details in a future
edition of Helsby News.

Frank Thomas

Helsby & Elton Practice

RESULTS OF THE 2008/9 patient survey for the practice with summary
details are now displayed in the patient waiting areas at both surgeries. The
practice scored well in a number of areas but the survey also identified
aspects of the practice that needed further review including waiting times
and patient satisfaction with opening hours for the Elton practice. A meet-
ing with the practices' Patients Forum to discuss the survey results took
place on Thursday 5 March.

Chris Ashbrook
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Clubmark Progress

The Angling and Bowl-

ing sections of the club

are actively pursuing

their Clubmark accredi-

tation, which is a quality

benchmark. To date
representatives  have

attended Safeguarding and Protect-
ing Children and Equity in Coaching
courses. Our Football section
already holds the prestigious FA
Charter award, which is the FA equiv-
alent of Clubmark, and our Rugby
section hold the RFU Seal of Approv-
al.

Angling News

Members of the

Angling section will be

holding their Annual

General Meeting on

Tuesday 24 March

from 7.30pm at the club. The Angling
membership night will be held on
Tuesday 14 April from 7pm until
10pm.

Duke of Edinburgh Award

Helsby Junior Rugby Club will soon
be offering local youths (aged 14
plus) the opportunity to complete their
Duke of Edinburgh Award Scheme (D
of E) through the club.

The club can also offer place-
ments to enable people to complete
the volunteering section of the award.
To register your interest, or to find out
more information, e-mail
info@helsbysports.com.

Football Update

At the time of going to print things
were looking good for Helsby FC, with
the first team heading up their league
and the second team sitting comforta-
bly in second place in their league.

Calling all Bowlers - Competition News

Sid Thornton Memorial Trophy - Open Bowls Knock Out

Sunday 26 April 2009 from 10.30am (practice from 10am)

Winner will receive trophy and min of £150 prize money.

Junior cup and £40 prize for best junior (under 18 on 18th Jan 2009)
Refreshments available and fully licensed bar from 12noon

Entries limited to 64 (Ladies and Gents). £5.00 entry fee

Entries to Mr D C White, 46 Hillview Avenue, Helsby, WA6 OES.

Running

Helsby Running Club hosted the annual Shell Half Mara-
thon on Sunday 18 January, with a field of over 1500
runners including 18 Runners from our club. lan Landucci
was the first male runner from Helsby to finish in 1h 29m
41s, and Carol Shaw was the first female Helsby runner
home (pictured). Without the support of sponsorship from
Shell and many local voluntary and community groups
who play a key role helping on the day, the event would
not be the success that it is. As a token of thanks a
presentation evening was held on Wednesday 16 March, when the running
club made donations to the groups who had helped.

Tennis Camps

In conjunction with Performance Tennis Academy, Helsby Community Sports
Club will be holding tennis camps during all school holidays this year. Children
can attend the full week or as many days as they wish. Camps commence at
8.45am and finish at 3.00pm. Children should should bring their own packed
lunch and a large drink. All staff are LTA qualified and fully CRB checked.

Pricing: 1 full day £16, 1 full week £55

Easter Holidays: Mon 6 - Fri 10 April; Mon 13 - Fri 17 April

Spring Half Term: Mon 25 - Fri 29 May; Mon 1 - Fri 5 June

Summer Holidays: Mon 27 - Fri 31 July; Mon 3 - Fri 7 August;

Mon 10 - Fri 14 August; Mon 17 - Fri 21 August; Mon 24 - Fri 28 August

October Half Term: Mon 26 - Fri 30 October

To book or for any enquiries please ring Craig on 07841 182671.

Helsby Village Fun Day

This year’s village fun day will take place on Satur-

day 11 July. Plans are already underway to make

the 2009 event bigger and better than before. The

organizers want every local community group to
come out and be part of the day,
whether it is through running a
stall or offering a display or taster
of what they do.

Last year's event saw sports club members, Guides,
Brownies, Rainbows, school PTAs, Helsby Puppy School,
businesses, the Helsby High School folk band, the Wom-
en's Institute and many more local groups involved.

“It's a perfect opportunity for people to raise funds for their own groups and
at the same time show the village what they do” said organiser, Michelle
Pickstock. “We are also looking for local companies to sponsor the event or
donate prizes for the raffle”. As well as the traditional stalls, entertainment,
sports displays and fun fair there will be much more for all the family.

If you are interested in taking a stall or sponsors hip please call
Michelle on 07856 177571 or email info@helsbysports.com
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New Club Steward

The club would like to offer a warm
welcome to Allen Brady-Williams who
has joined as the new Steward,
replacing Sandra and John Clements.
The husband and wife team retired in
the spring of 2008, but kindly returned
in the summer until a permanent
appointment was made. A massive
thanks to Sandra and John from all at
the club for all of their hard work and
dedication over the many years they
have been involved. We hope you
enjoy your well-deserved retirement.

Allen, who has lived in the village
for 17 years, joins with many years
experience in the pub trade both as a
licensee and as a brewery trouble
shooter. Married to Siobhan, his
youngest children attend Hillside Pri-
mary School, Allen is looking forward
to the challenges this new job will
present.

Allen has many ideas that he is keen
to try out and wants to see more
events taking place, including intro-
ducing a karaoke night, quizzes and
setting up a golf society.

School Club Link Meeting

The club hosted a school Club Link
meeting in February, organised by
the Cheshire School Sports Partner-
ship. The aim of the event was to
bring together sports clubs and
schools from all over to Cheshire, to
help develop links and partnerships.
It was certainly a useful night for the
club and over the coming months we
hope to build on the positive start that
was made at this meeting.

Room Hire Bookings

RSK Donation

Helsby based company RSK has
offered to make a monthly contribu-
tion towards our Development
Officer's salary. The position was
originally part funded by a grant from
Frodsham Forward and matched by
the club. Vale Royal Borough Council
also made a grant contribution.

Dr Alan Ryder, Chairman of the RSK
Group, said, “RSK is delighted to sup-
port Helsby’s new Community Sports
Club and we shall encourage our
local workforce of 100 people to use
the facilities. Our business started 20
years ago and has now grown to be
the UK’s largest privately owned envi-
ronmental consultancy in the UK, but
our headquarters remain firmly in
Helsby.” He continues, “We are very
pleased to play our part in the suc-
cess of this vibrant, friendly and
forward thinking community. Congrat-
ulations to everyone involved.”

Buy a Brick Update

The club would like to thank Frod-
sham and District Ladies Circle who
kindly purchased 80 bricks, contribut-
ing £400 to our Buy a Brick appeal.

The appeal was established just over
a year ago and to date has raised
over £32,000. The web role of hon-
our, recognising the generosity of the
donors, will soon be on the club’s
website at www.helsbysports.com.

All room hire bookings must now be secured by a £50 deposit and a booking
form completed. No bookings will be accepted without both of these. The club
lounge is available to hire any time except Saturday evening. Unfortunately
18th birthday parties are not accepted, but the club have recently reintroduced

21st birthday parties.
Social Secretary on 01928 722524

If you any queries please speak to John Clements,

Helsby Parish Councillors

North Ward

Sylvia Crossley-Jones 723115
Alan Gardner 722360
George Porter 725080
Trish Robertson 725098
Sarah Temple 722181
Central Ward

Chris Ellams 724409
Patricia Holder 727384
Stuart Hulse 724272
Sam Johnson 722297
Terry O'Neill 723205
South Ward

Bill Foster 727392
Kevin Kennedy 726534
Susanne MacPherson 722618
George Randles (Chair) 724775
Frank Thomas 722179
Clerk

Jeanette Hughes 726433

Primrose Cottage, Back Lane,
Alvanley, WA6 9AN
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