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End of a chapter at Helsby Hillside Primary 
IT IS WITH mixed feelings that Head-
master Rob Seabrook faces retirement 
at the end of the summer term. He has 
filled the ‘hot seat’ at Helsby Hillside 
Primary for the last 15 years and feels 
fortunate to have worked with so many 
talented colleagues, supported by a 
strong Board of Governors. 
 “The task of managing the school 
has been a team effort”, he said, “pupils 
with a willingness to learn and support 
from the parents – we have a very 
strong PTA – makes such a big differ-
ence”. Yes, workloads have increased 
over the years for both teachers and 
governors, and pressure on results 
tends to narrow the curriculum in an 
exam orientated culture, even at pri-
mary level. 
 “Education needs to be fun and it is 
essential for children to look forward to 
coming to school; if parents respect and 
encourage the concept in their children 
then schools must get the fun back – we 
should be purposeful but well organ-
ised!”. He firmly believes that children 
are individuals, developing at their own 
pace, provided there are challenges 

and the child likes going to school. Rob 
says the role of teachers is to train 
children for life in this fast-changing 
environment so Information Technology 
is high on the list, as an important ele-
ment in itself but also relevant for 
developing other subjects in the curric-
ulum. 
 But, whilst he has enjoyed working 
at Helsby Hillside – “such a good 
atmosphere – a happy school”, Rob 
recognises that the role of headmaster 
requires a lot of energy and feels it is 
time to make way for a younger person. 
He will miss the camaraderie amongst 
colleagues and the Governors’ meet-
ings, and the friendly waves from 
parents and even some of his former 
pupils now at Helsby High School, but 
he is confident that his successor, Mr 
Craig Richardson (who is moving from 
Culcheth Primary School), will be an 
excellent pair of hands.
 Rob lives in Chester and as his wife 
(also a teacher) is retiring this year, the 
two of them plan to do some travelling 
in their “quaint” old camper van, proba-
bly around the UK. He has an allotment 

PLANS ARE underway for 
the Helsby Family Fun 
Day, which takes place at 
the Helsby Community 
Sports Club from 12 noon 
on Saturday 11 July. It’s 
sure to be an action 
packed day with bouncy 
castles, a funfair, minia-
ture steam trains, face 
painting, craft stalls, tradi-
tional side shows, plant 
and produce sales, a book stall, cake 
sales, a dog competition, rugby and 
football competitions, tennis taster 
sessions, a chance to meet many 
local groups and much much more. 
All of the local schools and pre-

schools are involved and 
supporting the event, with 
the high school band and 
Hornsmill’s maypole 
dancers providing some 
of the entertainment and 
Helsby Hillside organising 
‘It’s a Knockout’ competi-
tion. The event will 
hopefully carry on into the 
evening with live music 
and a hog roast. 

 The idea behind the day is to bring 
all of the community together to have 
some fun and showcase all the clubs 
and societies in our village and the 
surrounding areas. There are still a 
limited number of stalls available, if 

which will claim some of his time and 
there’s Lizzie, their black Labrador, for 
regular walks. Bonne route and a happy 
retirement!

Barbara Ginty

Village Fun Day plans hotting up you would like one please contact 
Michelle on 07856 177571 as soon as 
possible. The event is being jointly 
organised by the Helsby Community 
Sports Club and Helsby Village Action 
Group – come along and support your 
local community.

Michelle Pickstock

Staff are compiling a ‘This is Your Life’ 
type book of memories about Rob from 
parents and pupils, past and present. 
If you would like to contribute, please 

contact Claire Britton on 01928 722991 
or at deputy@hillside.cheshire.sch.uk
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It’s the summer months so a bit quiet on the ‘Happenings’. Please contact the 
Editors on 724848 / 722304 to get your event listed!

July 
Sat 11 Helsby Village Fun Day - building on last year’s successful event!
   Helsby Community Sports Club

Mon 13 Parish Council meeting, 7pm, Helsby Library

Tue 14 Helsby Hillside WI ‘50 and a half Cheshire Curiosities’   
   Speaker Mr Ian May, 7.30pm, Community Centre

August
Mon 17 Parish Council meeting, 7pm, Helsby Library 

Parish Council Surgeries
Talk to your local Parish Councillor at these monthly meetings:

Sat 4 July Sat 4 August Sat 5 September 

Helsby Community Centre, 10am – 12 noon
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 NEWS IN BRIEF

Post Office robber caught
RESIDENTS will be pleased to learn 
that the thief who committed the 
armed robbery of Helsby Post Office 
Shop, headlined in our last issue, has 
been caught and charged.
 Police sources indicate that he 
was on the run at the time and had 
committed several robberies across 
the County. It is thought that he can 
expect a significant stretch in prison. 

Latest Parish Council recruit
ANDREW JAMES RIGBY – known as 
‘Digger’ – joined the Parish Council in 
April and will be representing North 
Ward. Mr Rigby moved to Helsby in 
1987 and is in the construction and 
groundworks business. 
 A keen fly fisherman, he enjoys hill 
walking and intends completing the 
Pennine Way next year and ‘bagging 
the Monroes’ after that! 
 Mr Rigby has an allotment on the 
Queens Drive site and is currently 
studying for a degree in garden and 
landscape design.

Important notice concerning 
Memorial Stones in Helsby Public 
Cemetery 
THE PARISH COUNCIL is trying to 
contact the Burial Grant holders of the 
following family graves in the Old 
Chester Road Burial Ground: Ger-
rard, Jones, Fletcher, Hayes, 
Seafield, Kitson, Woodcock, 
Matthews/Barkley, Sedgwick and 
Kavanagh. 
 If you know of the families that the 
above graves belong to, please con-
tact Jeanette Hughes (Parish Clerk) 
on 01928 726433 or by e-mailing 
helsbyparishcouncil@talktalk.net.

Area opposite Co-op cleared
WELL DONE TO Honeywell, owners 
of the area of land opposite the Co-
op, for starting work to clear the 
area.  Hopefully work will soon con-
tinue and this area can be made more 
visually appealing for nearby resi-
dents and general passers-by!
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Helsby News online!
Helsby News is available to down-
load in PDF format from the Parish 
Council’s website. Go to 
www.helsbyparish.org.uk and follow 
the links to Helsby News.

We hope to create our own website 
in the future... so any budding web 
developers out there get in touch!

Helsby News by e-mail?
If you’d like to receive Helsby News 
via e-mail, please send your e-mail 
details to editor@helsbynews.org 

Thumbs up for new Park!

THE REDEVELOPED  and much 
improved park in the centre of the village 
reopened in March and has already 
received the thumbs up from local young-
sters (and their parents too)!  Alongside 
some of the original play equipment, the 
park now boasts an aerial runway, climb-
ing frame and a basket swing.  
 The next phase of redevelopment, 
due to start later this summer, will see an 
additional range of play equipment 
installed for toddlers aged 1 - 5.  The first 
phase was funded by the Landfill Commu-
nity Fund as administered by the Waste 
Recycling Group (£47,500) and Vale 
Royal Borough Council (£17,280), whilst 
phase two will be funded by a grant of 
£20,000 from the Veolia Environmental 
Trust and a grant of £20,000 awarded by 

the Community Aggregate Fund 
(COMMA).
 Further funding is now being sought 
so that improvements can be made to the 
park’s access, fencing, planting and seat-
ing areas.  Helsby Parish Council and 
Groundwork Cheshire have worked hard 
over the last two years to make this 
project happen and it is a credit to the 
village.

Michelle Pickstock
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THE NEXT THREE years could see 
significant improvements in our 
understanding of the Iron Age hillforts 
of Cheshire, thanks to a grant from 
the Heritage Lottery Fund. The 
recently funded Habitats and Hillforts 
Scheme is designed to focus 
resources on the six known hillfort 
areas of Beeston, Eddisbury, 
Kelsborrow (Kelsal) Maiden Castle 
(Bickerton), Woodhouse Hill 
(Frodsham) and Helsby Hill. 
 The Iron Age period in Cheshire is 
still very poorly understood and the 
same is true of the earthwork enclo-
sure on Helsby Hill. Limited 
archaeological excavations were 
undertaken in 1963-4 and it is 
believed that the fort dates from 
800BC - 43 AD.
 Helsby Hillfort sits on top of the 
natural sandstone outcrop with steep 

rocky crags to the west and north 
marking the boundary of the fort. To 
the south and east the land slopes 
away less dramatically and on these 
slopes there are visible signs of ram-
parts. As little work has been 
undertaken on the site so far the pre-
cise chronology of the monument is 
very much up in the air. However 
other similar sites in the region have 
produced evidence of occupation 
from the Bronze Age through to the 
Roman period and beyond.
 The project, which includes work 
to conserve the wildlife habitats along 
the ridge from Helsby to Bickerton is 
now in full swing and a programme of 
archaeological fieldwork activities is 
planned which will be open to local 
volunteers over the coming year.

Marj Thoburn

Heritage Lottery funds conservation of Helsby’s Iro n Age Hillfort

EARLIER THIS YEAR, Simon 
O’Rourke - a chain-saw artist - 
made a wooden bench seat in 
Helsby Quarry Park. After discus-
sions with the Helsby Cub Scout 
Group, Kipling’s Jungle Book was 
used as an inspiration and a wolf's 
head and a kite were carved at 
each end of the bench, and more 
animals adorned the sides of the 
bench. It took Simon two full days 
to complete the magnificent piece 
of work in the quarry, where it was 
left awaiting its removal to a more 
suitable spot. Before this could 
happen, however, the seat was 
attacked. As the photograph 
shows, someone took a saw into 
the quarry and the beautiful carv-
ings of the wolf head and the kite 
were both sawn off.
 Someone must know where 
these carvings are, or who was 
responsible for this despicable 
act. If the two wooden carvings 
could be found it is possible they 
could be fixed back on the bench, 
which is now positioned at the 
bottom of the ‘meadow’. If you 
know the whereabouts of the two 
carvings, please will you contact 
someone on the Helsby News Edi-
torial Team? 
 If you want to view Simon 
O’Rourke’s work, his website is 
www.tree-carving.co.uk.

Peter Barth

If you can keep your head ……

Reconstruction Drawing of the Iron Age 
Hillfort on Helsby Hill by Dai Owen 

© Cheshire County Council

The bench before...

... and after the attack

The damage in detail

There's a place for YOU in the 
Helsby Home Watch!
LONG TERM resident Ray Symes, 
who is running the scheme for the 
village, says that he is making good 
progress but still needs more volun-
teers to make sure there is a uniform 
Homewatch coverage across the vil-
lage.
 “I want to help reduce crime and 
anti-social behaviour across the 
whole village and not just move it to 
another location within the village.  I 
am particularly short of co-ordinators 
at the Frodsham and Hapsford ends 
of our village to help spread informa-
tion to residents.
 “Being a homewatch co-ordinator 
is not an onerous job. If you have an 
e-mail address then it need take only 
a few minutes a week to pass on 
crime information to and from the 
police and to circulate ad hoc reports 
from/to residents living near you. If 
you do not want to be a co-ordinator 
and would just like to receive crime 
information relating to your neigh-
bourhood, then please let me have 
your contact details anyway.
 “Those residents who are already 
participating in homewatch will see 
regular reports from Inspector Hodg-
son and our new PCSO, James 
Tapley. James is clearly settling in 
very quickly and is coming up with 
some good ideas for homewatch”.
 Want to know more?  Contact Ray 
at ray.symes@btinternet.com or tele-
phone 07785 362382.
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FOLLOWING ITS launch in the USA 
and Canada, last year saw the Master 
Composter Programme introduced by 
Cheshire County Council (in partner-
ship with WRAP home composting 
scheme and Garden Organic). The 
22 volunteers, who attended a two 
day course at Chester Zoo, are now 
spreading the word to the people in 
Cheshire on how, what and why they 
should compost. 
 Home composting is a great way 
to deal with the biodegradable waste 
that we all produce, and reduce the 
waste going to landfill. It is a simple 
step that everyone can take to sup-
port the development of a sustainable 
future… never mind the fact that it is 
great to use in your garden, plant pots 
or hanging baskets. The volunteers 
have been standing at Farmers Mar-
kets, Food and Drink or Garden 
Festivals, Women's Institute Events, 
Plant and Christmas Fairs, Horticul-
tural Shows, Schools - you name it 
and they were there. They listened to 
stories from people who have always 
composted... AND picked up extra 
tips and advice as they went along. 
But the real ‘buzz’ came from people 

Compose your compost!

History of the Railway Inn

IN THE 1840s, the site now occupied by 
‘The Railway’ was a farm owned and 
worked by John Smith. By 1850, the 
farm was being used as a beer house, 
catering for the men working on the 
building of the nearby railway line. 
 In the 19th century ‘The Railway’ 
was in the same family for over 40 
years. John Peel, the beer house keep-
er, was listed as a “bricklayer aged 59” 
and the land was farmed by his neph-
ew, George Pritchard. White's Directory 
of 1860 shows George Pritchard as the 
beer house keeper and married to Eliz-
abeth (Walsh) with a stepfamily (Sarah, 
Jane, Martha and Charles). Morris's 
Directory of 1874 refers to George as 
“brewer - Railway Inn”. By the 1881 
census, George had died. Betsy 
became the licensed victualler and her 
son, Charles, was a brewer. Betsy 
remained the licensee until at least 
1892. 
 However, entries from various 
Trade Directories show how ‘The Rail-
way’ changed hands more frequently in 
the last century:
1906: Henry Treece - Railway Inn;
1914: Sam Holland - Railway Family & 
Commercial Hotel, parties catered for, 

traps on hire, motor garage & good sta-
bling;
1923, 1928, 1934: Mrs Christiana Dav-
ies - Railway Hotel;
1939 - David Thomas - Railway Hotel.
 Can anyone help fill in the missing 
years to 2006, when Mrs Christine 
Crawford became the current licensee?
 Interestingly, the outbuildings have 
been used by various local groups over 
the years. In 1923, 1st Helsby Scout 
used the Railway Inn as their Head-
quarters, under the leadership of Hugh 
Higson and Geoffrey Roberts. There 
also used to be a building on the site of 
Rake Lane Car Park which, in the 
1940s, was used as an unofficial com-
munity centre for Tea Dances, 
Housey-Housey and Beetle Drives. It 
was also used as the Drill Hall for the 
Home Guard. Indeed, as another 
reminder of the last war there is an air 
raid siren on top of ‘The Railway’ which, 
I understand, is still in working order. 
 Finally, in the 1980s the local pigeon 
fanciers used to meet at ‘The Railway’ 
and the pigeons stayed around long 
after the club stopped meeting there. 
 If you can add anything to this histo-
ry, please contact Sue on 725227.

Sue Lorimer

who said that they have been mean-
ing to compost and how do they 
start…TODAY? 
 It’s a pretty simple process - the 
hardest part is learning which are 
‘Greens’ (fruit and vegetable peel-
ings, grass clippings etc) and which 
are ‘Browns’ (cardboard tubes, straw 
and hay, paper towels etc) and to 
keep a balance of the two in your 
compost. As someone once said 
“better watch out, composting can be 
addictive”. Even better is that Chesh-
ire residents can purchase a bargain 
compost bin for as little as £8.00 
including delivery... so make sure that 
2009 is the year you get composting. 
 It's a habit and one that we should 
all strive to adopt - have fun!!!

Eula Hersey 

Adopt a Planter Scheme 

takes off

THE LAST edition of Helsby News 
reported the decision to hold Helsby's 
first ‘Adopt a Planter’ scheme for the 
village. Lots of people rallied round to 
support the project and the 16 plant-
ers along Chester Road have been 
generously filled and tended by indi-
viduals and businesses. Marj 
Thoburn, who organised the scheme 
for the HVAG, is delighted with the 
response and asks to say thanks to 
the following willing adopters:
- Helsby Village Society
- Barbara Ginty
- Residents and Staff of Loxley Hall
- Third Helsby Brownies
- Ideal Gardens Turf Centre
- Helsby Golf Club
- Helsby Old Chester Road Allotment 
Association
- Members of Helsby Hillside WI
- Helsby Community Sports Club
- Paul Rogerson
- Helsby Hillside Primary School
- Irina and Gary Spencer
- Allan Thoburn
- Alan Lea
- GSI Groundworks and Construction

Marj Thoburn

New Chairman for the 

Parish Council

CONGRATULATIONS to Councillor 
Alan Gardner who became chairman 
of the Parish Council at the May 
AGM. Alan, a recently retired engi-
neer, has been a Parish Councillor for 
18 years and this is his second term 
as chairman. He and his wife, Gay, 
have lived in 
Helsby for 25 
years and 
have two 
daughters and 
seven grand-
children.
Asked about 
his hopes for 
his year in 
office, Alan 
said, “I want to 
see comple-
tion of the 
playground refurbishment and to con-
tinue support for the development of 
the sports facilities in the village. I 
also want to find ways of increasing 
community involvement in village 
affairs”.

Marj Thoburn 

For more information on compost-
ing or to purchase a compost bin, 
please visit:
 www.recyclenow.com/compost
Alternatively, if you would like any 
of the volunteers to come and talk 
to you or your group, please ring 
Annelise Brilli on 01244 973170. 
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Helsby Village Society 

SPEAKER AT THE Village Society’s March meeting was 
Hugh Beggs who showed slides of the River Dee, tracing 
it from its source in the Welsh mountains down to Chester 
and out into the Irish Sea. As always Mr Begg’s talk was 
full of interesting data.
 The Annual General meeting was held on 30 April 
when the existing committee was re-elected for another 
year, and was pleased to welcome aboard a new member, 
Maureen Parker. Janet Ford agreed to stand as chairman 
for another year. 
 The speaker was Mrs Margaret Curry with a talk enti-
tled ‘From Eden to Paradise’. This was a feast for the 
eyes, showing slides of some very beautiful gardens.
 The Village Society’s Annual Trip was held on 7 May. 
A visit to the Salt Museum in London Road, Northwich, 
gave members an insight into the long history of salt in 
Cheshire. As a bonus, there was a film about World War 
Two, stirring memories for quite a few of the members.
 This evening ended the 2008/9 season of the Village 
Society, which will be back to begin a new session on the 
Thursday 24 September. A copy of the programme will be 
displayed in the Community Centre foyer later in the year.

Barbara Norgain

Helsby Village Produce Association

OUR PLANT SALE this year was the earliest it has ever 
been but was very successful, with the usual rush at 
opening time to get the best bargains. Proceeds will go 
towards maintenance of the VPA hut. Next year the plant 
sale is planned for Saturday 23 May. A record number of 
members obtained their supplies from the hut this spring 
and it is a sign of the times that there are a lot of people 
who are having a go at growing their own vegetables.

Mike Culverhouse

Helsby Footpaths Society

THE TWO WALKS organised and led by HFS as part of 
the Frodsham Festival of Walks were a great success. 
The ‘Three Quarries’ walk was attended by 45 people 
and ‘Beyond the Pale’ which was a longer walk, by 18 
people.  HFS will have a stand at the Helsby Village Day 
where information about the Society will be available, 
plus free copies of two local walks. Copies of the Helsby, 
Alvanley and Manley footpath map will be available at £1.

Mike Culverhouse

Helsby Entertainments and Events Group

THE GROUP met recently to discuss plans for its 
Autumn event. Andrew Lucas has taken over the role of 
co-ordinator from John Kerry, who the group would like 
to thank for his hard work over the years. Thankfully, 
John will be staying on as an active member of the 
group and to provide valuable advice and assistance.
 The group is currently working with representatives 
from Cheshire West and Chester’s Arts Development 
Unit to host an event from the Rural Touring Network. 
Two events are hosted annually at the Community 
Centre and always provide a great evening’s entertain-
ment.
 Keep an eye out for more information about our 
Autumn event in the next edition of Helsby News.

Andrew Lucas

Helsby Hillside WI 

AT THE MARCH meeting of Helsby Hillside WI, members 
had a wonderful time trying on hats. These had been 
brought along by Mrs Kate Clarkson, from appropriately 
named ‘Get Ahead Hats’. Mothers of the Bride, women 
attending Ladies Day at the races and other similar occa-
sions can hire or buy a hat or fascinator to match their 
outfit whatever the colour. After the talk, members were 
invited to try on the millinery.
 On 26 March, a successful fundraising Coffee Morning 
was held by Helsby Hillside Members in Frodsham Church 
Hall.  A team of four Helsby Hillside WI members entered 
the County WI Quiz recently and finished in second place, 
only a couple of points below the winners.
 The speakers at the April meeting talked about ‘the 
elegant art of riding side saddle’. They came dressed in 
appropriate habits and with a whole wardrobe full of cos-
tumes. They were Judith McHugh and Diane Haddock 
who gave a history of this elegant art which is much more 
complex than people realise. 
 May was a musical evening. Frodsham 
Townswomen’s Guild Choir paid a visit and their concert 
with its varied programme of music and readings was well 
received by Helsby Hillside members.
 This year, Helsby Hillside WI has reached its 30th 
Anniversary. In 1979, the Helsby Community Centre in 
Lower Robin Hood Lane was opened. The two Women's 
Institutes in Helsby, then known as Helsby WI and Hillside 
WI decided to amalgamate and form one unit which would 
meet each month in Helsby Community Centre. This 
became known as Helsby Hillside Women's Institute and 
to celebrate, this year's Birthday Party will be held on 20 
November in the Community Centre where it all began.
 Helsby Hillside WI has adopted one of the planters in 
the village in support of the Helsby Village Action Group ‘s 
attempts to enhancing the appearance of the village.

Barbara Norgain

Helsby & Elton Practice

WE HAVE RECENTLY introduced a system that enables 
the Practice to communicate with patients via mobile text. 
Patients with a mobile phone number recorded in their 
patient details held by the Practice can now receive text 
messages.
 The system can be used in a number of ways, such as 
reminding patients about appointments and sending spe-
cific messages to individual patients. It will help improve 
communications between the Practice and patients and 
offers the Practice opportunities to contact patients more 
directly and much more quickly.
 Following the recent changes some patients have mis-
takenly arrived at the wrong surgery for their appointment. 
In order to avoid this confusion patients are requested to 
confirm with the Receptionist the time, date, and location 
when making the appointment. It is hoped that this proc-
ess will help to minimize any problems with patient 
appointments.   

Chris Ashbrook
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James’ Crime Column

Hello everyone, welcome to my first 
column for Helsby News. Thankfully 
I don't have too much to write about!
Summer holidays for school chil-
dren are coming up soon and there 
will be more children walking the 
streets during the day. A time for 
motorists to be even more watchful.
Parents will be pleased to know that 
there are several youth diversion 
schemes running throughout the 
summer including activities run by 
the Fire Service in Frodsham youth 
centre.
 The summer holidays are no 
excuse for anti social behaviour to 
take place and I would like to invite 
everyone to please report any inci-
dents to the police. We cannot act 

upon the issues if we don't know 
about them and we very much rely on 
the public to keep us informed.
 I have noticed that there are sev-
eral parking issues around Helsby 
that I would like to resolve as quickly 
as possible. I understand my prede-
cessor, Chris Maddocks, was keen to 
remind people of the Highway Code 
and in particular Highway Code Rule 
243. which tells drivers not to stop or 
park on a bend, opposite or within 10 
metres of a junction, near the brow of 
a hill or hump bridge, opposite a traf-
fic island, where the kerb has been 
lowered, or in front of an entrance to 
a property.
 It also points out that topping or 
parking on the zig-zags, outside 
schools and around the zebra cross-
ing in the centre of the village, is also 

prohibited and can potentially be 
deemed a dangerous position. An 
offence like this incurs a fine of £60 
and three points on a driving 
licence. I really want to avoid giving 
out tickets if possible so please be 
mindful when parking by the shops 
or by the schools in Helsby.
 For further advice about parking 
see www.direct.gov.uk and search 
for 'parking'.

You can contact me on 0845 458 
6393 or by e-mailing me at 
James.Tapley@cheshire.pnn.police
.uk. To report an incident (e.g. nui-
sance youths, suspicious persons) 
or for immediate police attention 
please call 0845 458 0000. In an 
emergency always dial 999.

Meet James Tapley, Helsby's New PCSO

HE’S TALL, he’s fit and 
full of enthusiasm for his 
new job as Helsby's sec-
ond Police Community 
Support Officer. Meet 
James Tapley, who 
started pounding our 
streets after completing 
his training in March.  
  James told Helsby 
News “It really is a pleas-
ure to be working in such 
an extremely friendly vil-
lage. I count myself lucky 
in comparison to other 
colleagues from my intake 

who have been assigned to not such welcoming posts. I 
already feel at home talking to the locals and the commu-
nity has made it easy to engage.”
 There couldn't be more of a contrast to James’ previ-
ous work in the HSBC banking sector. “I can honestly say 

Rail Issues

THE Department for Transport (DfT) 
has informed Network Rail that 
removing the Barrow Crossings at 
Helsby and Frodsham, as reported in 
Helsby News, was a breach of Sec-
tion 35 of the Railways Act, which 
describes these types of closure as 
eligible to be treated as a ‘Minor Mod-
ification’.
 The DfT states that the removal of 
these crossings needs a request for a 
‘Minor Modification’ and has issued 
instructions that this to be rectified at 
the “earliest opportunity” by carrying 
out consultation with affected users of 
the stations. North Cheshire Rail 

Users’ Group (NCRUG) are now 
awaiting details of this consultation. 
The DfT also says that it has noted 
that the evidence produced by 
NCRUG suggests that these cross-
ings have been in use during the last 
five years. This is contrary to the 
information produced by Arriva Trains 
Wales (ATW) to Network Rail.
 The Rail Users’ Group is delighted 
that ATW has taken note of these 
concerns and in particular that the 
new timetable brought into operation 
on Sunday 17 May, with two signifi-
cant changes to the trains from 
Chester to Manchester. The 06:22 
train from Helsby has been retimed to 
06:49 and has re-instated Helsby with 

a train at 15:55 which had not 
stopped at our local station since last 
December. Another appeal is being 
made for residents who have some 
time to spare to help the Station 
Working Party on Friday mornings to 
keep the local station gardens in the 
good state that has won awards for 
the last few years. Contact should be 
made with myself on 722179. 
 The ‘Parliamentary Train’ is oper-
ating again for the summer season 
over the Halton Curve. It leaves 
Chester at 07:53 arriving at Runcorn 
Main Line at 08:15. This will operate 
each Saturday morning until 5 Sep-
tember.

Frank Thomas 

that every day is different and you never know what you 
are going to be dealing with. It makes the job such an 
interesting and challenging one.”
 James has already got to know some of the village’s 
potential young troublemakers and believes most of these 
are often just bored and easily led. We can rest assured, 
as they say, he is on the case!
 His own interest in sport has prompted James to try to 
arrange football matches over the summer and to see if he 
can summon up some funding from the Fire Service 
initiative to engage village youth over the school holidays.
Like his predecessor, Chris Maddocks, James sees one 
of his first priorities as continuing to reduce anti-social 
behaviour in the village and the fear of crime. “Extending 
the Homewatch Scheme would be an important contribu-
tion to this,” says James. “People in the village recognise 
that they are the eyes and ears we need to keep on top of 
things.”
 So when you see James walking his beat, say hello 
and introduce yourselves, he very much wants to become 
part of the village he serves and he needs our support.

Marj Thoburn
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Helsby Juniors in County 

Victory

Six juniors from Helsby Junior Bowls 
Club were selected to represent the 
county recently. Stephanie Jones, 
Dominic Jones, Alastair Jones, Alex-
ander Walker, Mathew Clarke and 
Luke Reddington were all selected to 
play for the Cheshire County Junior 
Away Bowls Team against Lanca-
shire on the 10 May. Cheshire won 
overall, winning both their home and 
away games. Coach John Clements 
was thrilled with both the selection of 
the Helsby youngsters and the result. 
Junior bowls coaching is available 
free of charge at the Helsby Commu-
nity Sports Club. Call John Clements 
on 01928 722524 for more informa-
tion or call down to the bowling 
greens, meet John and try your hand 
at bowling on Saturday 11 July at the 
Helsby Fun Day. 

Summer Tennis camps

Helsby Tennis 
Club is delighted 
to announce it will 
be holding tennis 
camps through-
out the summer 
holidays.
 In conjunction with Performance 
Tennis Academy, the courses will 
take place on Monday 27 - Friday 31 
July, Monday 3 - Friday 7 August, 
Monday 10 - Friday 14 August, Mon-
day 17 - Friday 21 August and 
Monday 24 - Friday 28 August. 
 Children are welcome to attend for 
the full week or on as many days as 
they wish. The day will commence at 
8:45 am and finish at 3:00 pm. Chil-
dren should bring their own packed 
lunch and a large drink. All staff are 
LTA qualified and fully CRB checked. 

Pricing
1 full day £16 

1 full week £55

To book or for any enquiries 
please ring Craig on 07841 182671

Rugby youngsters take up 

the Duke of Edinburgh's 

Challenge 

All of the juniors aged 14 - 15 at 
Helsby Rugby club have signed up to 
undertake their Duke of Edinburgh (D 
of E) award. Some of the members 
were already working towards their 
award through school and the 
remainder have now signed up via 
the club. Co-ordinator, Chris Williams 
said, “It is fantastic, as we have only 
recently starting offering D of E and 
already they have completed the 
physical element of their award.” 

 To achieve the physical element of 
the award participants must under-
take a minimum of three months at 
their chosen sport. Not surprisingly, 
they all chose rugby for this area of 
the award. If you are interested in 
working for your D of E award with the 
club, or want to undertake a particular 
section of the award at the club 
please email info@helsbysports.com 

Triple sweet success

Never mind Manchester 
United, Helsby Football 
Club’s First team have had 
a truly memorable season, 
picking up three trophies in 
the form of a West Cheshire 
Divison Two League and 
Cup double, along with the 
Runcorn & District F A Sen-
ior Cup.
 They won the West 
Cheshire Division Two by a 
13 point margin, losing only three league games all season and remaining 
unbeaten at home. They also pocketed the West Cheshire Bowl for the first 
time since 2000, a thrilling 7-3 victory over Mallaby at Cammell Lairds wrapping 
up their trophy-laden campaign. In all games, Helsby’s Firsts played 40, won 
31, drew 5 and lost just 4, scoring a total of 113 goals and conceding 47. 
 Helsby's second team just failed to gain promotion, pipped by Parkgate as 
they finished third in Division One of the Chester & District League.
On the junior front, Helsby's Under 15s had an excellent campaign, winning the 
Mid Cheshire Youth League Division Two and reaching the final of the U15s 
Cup. 
 The U12s, U10s and U8s all made good progress and will be strong 
contenders in their respective age groups next season.
 Helsby FC would welcome kit sponsorship from local businesses - please 
contact Paul Nicholls on 01928 725077 if you can help.

Tuesday Tennis 

Club nights 

resume 

Now that summer is here Tuesday 
evening club nights have resumed at 
Helsby Tennis Club - meet on the 
courts from 6.30pm. 
 All current, old and new members 
are invited to come and have a game. 
Helsby Tennis Club can be contacted 
on 07754 484220 or 
tennis@helsbysports.com.

Thank You!

Many thanks to the Helsby 

Village Society who 

recently donated £100 to 

the Helsby Community 

Sports Club’s Buy a Brick 

appeal.
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Helsby Parish Councillors

North Ward 
Sylvia Crossley-Jones  723115 
Alan Gardner (Chair)  722360 
Digger Rigby    727036 
Trish Robertson   725098
Sarah Temple    722181

Central Ward  
Chris Ellams     724409 
Patricia Holder    727384 
Stuart Hulse     724272 
Sam Johnson    722297 
Terry O’Neill     723205 

South Ward  
Bill Foster     727392 
Kevin Kennedy    726534 
Susanne MacPherson  722168
George Randles   724775 
Frank Thomas    722179 

Clerk
Jeanette Hughes    726433
Primrose Cottage, Back Lane, 
Alvanley, WA6 9AN

Rugby round up

The weekend of the 26 April saw the 
seniors head off on tour to Whitley 
Bay, drawing one game and losing 
another.  All involved really enjoyed 
themselves and places are already 
being reserved for next season.
 On 1 May, Helsby Rugby Club 
held its end of season dinner and 
awards night.  This year, Tom Gre-
gory was awarded Player’s Player of 
the Year. Clubman of the Year went 
to Tony Ryder, whilst Jimmy Booth 
picked up Best Newcomer and Wes 
McKibben Most Improved Player. 
There were also special long service 
awards for Tony Ryder with 40 years’ 
service to the club and Terry O’Neill 
with 30 years’ service.  Phil Arkell has 
been appointed as Club Captain for 
the 2009/10 season.

Quality Club    

Helsby Junior 
Rugby Club has 
recently been 
successful in 
securing its 
Clubmark re-ac-
creditation.  The 
club was origi-
nally awarded 
the RFU Seal of approval three years 
ago.  
 It is a three year rolling scheme, in 
which the club was assessed on its 
continuing ability to provide a safe 
and effective environment for children 
to play rugby.  Mark Horridge of 
Helsby RFU said “I would like to pay 
tribute to the hard work put in by our 
volunteer coaches and parents over 
the last few years. Without their com-
mitment and enthusiasm we wouldn't 
have achieved this award.”

Helsby Community Sports Club redevelopment plans

The hard work continues behind the scenes at the Club as the redevelopment 
project continues. Some of the plans submitted to Vale Royal Borough Council 
back in December have had to be revised and resubmitted to the new authori-
ty, Cheshire West and Cheshire. A planning decision is now expected towards 
the end of the summer. If planning permission is granted, it will see the Club 
move from its current Chester Road site to Mere's Edge, bringing all of the 
sports facilities together. The exciting plans include an indoor sports hall, large 
function room, fitness suite, cafe, meeting rooms and crèche.

Car Boot Sale

The next Car Boot Sale at 
the club takes place on
Sunday 20 September

Save the date!

 The Juniors held their end of sea-
son awards and family barbeque on 
26 April. They have all had a great 
season and put in lots of effort, as 
have the coaches and officials.  Sev-
eral volunteer officials from the Junior 
section have been invited by the 
Rugby Football Union (RFU) to the 
England versus Argentina interna-
tional, as a thank you for the club's 
continued commitment to developing 
community rugby.  
 Meanwhile Helsby Junior Rugby 
Club is looking for sponsorship for 
next season (2009/10).  Stuart Wilkin-
son said, “It would be great to see 
another local business step up to the 
plate and help support one of the 
local ongoing successful sports sec-
tions.”
 If you can help please contact Stu-
art on 01928 724452. For more 

information about Helsby 
Rugby Club go to 
www.helsbyrugby.com or 
call 07969 000878.
  Andy McKinney, RFU 
Community coach, has been 
working hard recently to help 
expand and develop the 
Junior rugby section. As well 
as visiting many local 
schools to introduce them to 
rugby and provide coaching, 
he is hoping to host Helsby 
High School for two ses-
sions at our pitches in July. 

Artist’s impression of the new sports facilities


