Issue 51

An apPEELIng proposition?

It would be difficult in today's climate
to disagree with the need to increase
our use of renewable energy. Yet
when it comes to Peel Energy's pro-
posal to site two large wind farms at
Helsby and Frodsham, the commu-
nity might be forgiven for initially
retreating into ‘nimbyism’ (Not In My
Back Yard).

Villagers in their hundreds turned
out to inspect Peel's wind farm plans
at consultation events in Frodsham,
Elton and Helsby during the last week
in November.

In recent years the Government
has committed the UK to legally bind-
ing targets to cut carbon dioxide
emissions and Cheshire, like other
areas, has renewable energy targets
to meet by 2020. The twenty one,
125-metre high turbines, proposed by
Peel for the marshland between the
M56 and the Manchester Ship Canal,
will go some way to meeting the
county's target.

Anthony Hatton, Peel Energy's Devel-
opment Director, told Helsby News,
“The site is ideal for a wind farm and
if approved the scheme would gener-
ate enough energy to meet the
electricity needs of approximately
30.000 homes”.

But what of the impact on the local
community? There is no doubt that
the towers will be huge, 410 ft from
base to blade tip, much higher than
any local structure. The visual impact
across the Mersey will be significant.
The view from the top of Helsby Hill
has always been spectacular and has
been witness to the industrial devel-
opment of the Mersey estuary over
the generations.

Of more concern may be the addi-
tional noise we could experience,
given we already have the M56. The
low pitched sound made by turbines
may be particularly noticeable at night
and may get amplified by the hill.
Turbines have also been known to

affect TV transmission and airport
radar systems. Peel is keen to reas-
sure that there are solutions to these
problems and that they are committed
to consultation with local people.

The planning application is likely
to be submitted to the new Infrastruc-
ture Planning Commission in the
spring, which has been specifically
set up to speed through decisions on
big renewable energy projects.

If the development goes ahead
Peel Energy plans to set up a commu-
nity fund to benefit local people, as it
has done with other projects. This
fund would run for the expected 25-
year lifetime of the project, and could
for example, support other low-car-
bon projects in the community. Itisto
be hoped that these funds would be
made available to the Parish Councils
of Helsby, Frodsham and Elton and

that they would not get lost in Chesh-

ire West and Chester’s coffers.
Marj Thoburn

Didn’t we do well!!

Yes, Helsby has won the 2009 Com-
munity Pride Competition (Class
2,501-5000 residents), beating off
stiff competition from Prestbury and
Tarporley.

We also won a “Little Gem” award
for the planters and were “Highly
Commended” in the Community Spirit
Award.

Judges were impressed by the
lack of graffit, dog fouling and

absence of litter, and made a particu-
lar mention of the residents who turn
out regularly to pick up litter around
the village.

The Parish Council is grateful for
the support of Helsby residents, and
extends special thanks to sponsors of
the planters, all those who take part in
the litter picks — and the General
Assistants who keep Helsby looking
at its best!

Councillors Alan Gardner,
Sam Johnstone and
Sylvia Crossley-Jones with the trophy
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A selection of forthcoming events in the village. P lease contact the

Editors on 724848 / 722304 to have your event liste  d.

December 2009
Sun 6 St Paul’'s Church. Charity Dinner, 7 pm, Fortune Palace, Delamere
Tickets £20 from church members.

Tue 8  Helsby Hillside WI,Curiosity Corner 2, speaker Mrs Corner
7.30 pm, Community Centre.

Frill  “Home for Christmas” - the musical, 7.30 pm, Helsby Hillside
Primary School, for tickets - ring 01928 722991.

Sun 13 Carol Service, 6.30 pm, St Paul’'s Church, mulled wine & mince pies.

Thurs 17 Village Society Christmas Social Evening, 7.30 pm,
Community Centre, Ticket entrance only.
Fri 18 Festive Family Gathering, Ex-Servicemen'’s Club, all welcome, 7.30 pm
Sun 20 Carol Service, Helsby Methodist Church, 6.30 pm.
Tues 23 Crib and Christingle Service, 4.30 pm, St Paul's Church.
Thurs 24 Christingle Service - The Story of First Christmas, Festive fun
event, Helsby Methodist Church, 4 pm.
Communion Service, 11.30 pm.
Midnight Mass, 11.30 pm, St Paul’s Church.
Family Celebration - bring a present, Helsby Methodist Church, 11 am
Christmas Communion, 10 am, St Paul’s Church.
Thurs 31 New Years’ Eve Party, Ex-Servicemens Club, £5 per ticket,
Children free, Dance, bar, buffet, 7.30 pm ‘til late.
New Years' Eve at Helsby Community Sports Club with two
fantastic artistes, £12 per ticket.

Fri 25

January 2010

Sun 10 Healing Service, 6.30 pm, St Paul's Church.

Sun 24 Gift Day at St Paul's, 11 am, An opportunity to show appreciation
for the ministry of St Paul's Church.

Thurs 28 Village Society, Urban Wildlife, 7.30 pm, Community Centre.

February 2010
Thurs 25 Village Society, The Humorous side of Police Work, 7.30 pm,
Community Centre.

March 2010
Thurs 25 Village Society, The Role of the Lord Mayor of Chester, 7.30 pm.
Community Centre.

Parish Council Surgeries
Talk to your local Parish Councillor at these monthly meetings:
Sat 6 Feb 2010  Sat 6 March 2010

Helsby Community Centre - 10 am — 12 noon

Police Surgeries
Sat 19 Dec, Sat 16 Jan 2010, 20 Feb and 20 March
Helsby Community Centre 2-3 pm

Editorial Team: Christmas Lights

Barbara Ginty 724848

Marj Thoburn 722304 Helsby Parish Council will once
Michelle Pickstock 722127 again be running a competition
Kevin Kennedy 726534 during December to see which

shops and businesses have the
Editorial: 01928 724848 / 722304

best dressed Christmas windows.

Email: editor@helsbynews.org They will be considering all
: aspects of design, creativity,
Printed by impact, colour and tastefulness.

W H Evans of Chester
Supported by
Helsby Parish Council

There was a good turnout last
year, but let's see if we can see
even more this year!

NEWS IN BRIEF

Hillside Centenary

Helsby Hillside Primary School will
hold its centenary in 2010. They are
planning to celebrate and would be
grateful for any photographs or mem-
orabilia to mark this special occasion.
So rifle through those old drawers
and boxes and see what you have
stashed away. If you can help please
contact the school on 722991 or by
e-mailing head@bhillside.cheshire.sch.uk.

Strictly Come 50 years of Dancing

Congratulations to Barbara Walters
who celebrates 50 years of teaching
at the Davies School of Dancing,
which she started in Helsby in
November 1959. Barbara is still hold-
ing classes in the village and has
seen hundreds of village children
through her classes over the years -
many will have fond memories of the
regular dancing displays. A big
thanks to Barbara for her dedication.

More space at the Cemetery

Helsby News is pleased to report that
the Parks, Cemetery and Allotments
Committee is confident that the most
recent revamping of the cemetery
land by the Parish Council, in partner-
ship with the allotment holders, has
now provided burial spaces that
should last between 30 and 50 years
on current usage.

New Village Action Group Project
Opposite the Co-op is a recently
cleared stretch of land which is ripe
for some innovative folk to re-design
on behalf of the village. Helsby Vil-
lage Action Group hopes that some
enthusiastic and community-spirited
residents will come up with some
ideas about how the land can best be
used to enhance the village rather
than let it become overgrown once
more. If you've got any ideas Terry
O’Neill is the man to contact on 01928
723205.

Retirements at Age Concern

Jen Thomas and Maggie Jones, who
have long been active as organisers
of the Greenwood Centre’s Age Con-
cern Club for our older residents,
have decided to retire at Christmas.
They have been a very successful
and popular team, much loved and
valued by all who attend. Replace-
ment organisers will be recruited but
there is no doubt that they will be a
hard act to follow.
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Adopt a planter project a winner Traveller sites review

Sometimes local initiatives bring
unforeseen rewards and no more so
than the recently promoted Adopt a

Planter scheme. The project unex-
pectedly won the “Little Gem” award
from Cheshire Pride for residents’

Residents may be interested to know
that Cheshire West and Cheshire
Council (CWAQC) is in the process of

Hillside pupils planting for the winter

participation in improving
the village. It's understood
that the colourful flower
tubs were also seen by the
judges as contributing to
the bigger prize given to
Helsby as the winner in its
category of the Cheshire

_Village Pride Award 2009.
Every “adopter” has
agreed to continue tending
% the tubs so look out for the
winter pansy display and a
great show of daffodils in

the Spring.

Marj Thoburn

identifying suitable sites for travellers
in the borough.

A previous review in 2007 con-
cluded that CWAC needs to identify
45 permanent pitches by 2016.
CWAC is now conducting a review to
identify suitable list of sites, establish
site assessment criteria and survey
sites before reporting its findings in
March 2010. Site assessment criteria
are being developed and will be sub-
ject to public consultation. Details are
available from CWAC's website at
www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk
and search for ‘travellers’.

Kevin Kennedy

Helsby Remembered Them

A packed St Paul's Church saw residents of Helsby pay
their respects on Remembrance Sunday. Hundreds of
locals swelled the congregation and joined in the two
minutes silence at the war memorial. The turnout seemed
to mark our community’s awareness not only of past
sacrifice in the two World Wars but also of the current cost
in lives of our soldiers in far off Afghanistan. Helsby

doesn't forget.

Marj Thoburn

New Head at Helsby Hillside Primary

Since taking up his new post in Sep-
tember, Mr Craig Richardson is
quickly making his mark at Hillside
Primary.

A keen advocate of Information
Communication  Technology, Mr
Richardson is developing interactive
whiteboards to enhance the learning
process. Teachers can use compu-
ter-generated graphics and video
clips to illustrate ideas to help chil-
dren's understanding.

Despite the huge amount of
paperwork associated with managing
a school, Mr Richardson has started
Head Teacher's afternoon tea -
attended by 4 or 5 children. With this
term's focus on writing, the children
bring their books and, over fruit juice
and biscuits, a little monitoring is
managed - with appropriate encour-
aging remarks.

Hillside is a popular school, with a
good educational reputation - and
oversubscribed. So with the maxi-
mum of 30 children in most classes,

good behaviour in class is actively
encouraged and rewarded.

Very aware of the demands on
his staff and their welfare, Mr Rich-
ardson firmly believes that happy
staff help to make happy children
and a successful school.

Next year the school will be 100
years old and adapting to present-
day schooling needs highlights the
buildings' limitations. The current
reception area has visitors entering
onto a main pupil thoroughfare and
this is unsatisfactory. The latest
building plans show a new entrance
at the front of and slightly apart from
the main school area, which should
provide more security and a warm
and welcoming reception area for
parents and visitors.

This is Mr Richardson's second
headship - he was head for five
years at Culcheth, near Warrington.
A native from the North Lakes area,
after training in Chester he then
taught in schools in Chester, Barn-

ton and Crewe. Married with two
children, he is a keen sportsman,
plays football and cricket, and ran the
London marathon in 2006. He has
started a running class after school at
Hillside which is proving popular.
The role of School Headship these
days is multi-tasked. With enthusiasm
and hard work, the Head can propel a
school forward ... and of course back-
ward. With his drive and initiative,
there should be no doubt in which
direction Mr Richardson will take
Helsby Hillside.
Barbara Ginty
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A brief history of Helsby Golf Club

Helsby Golf Club was formed in 1901. However, the
course itself began in 1902 when the club moved onto 30
acres of land off Primrose Lane & Towers Lane, near to
today's 10th hole. When the lease expired in 1915, the
club moved to the top of Helsby hill, and built a challenging
new 9 holes. Harmers Lake then was not only a snare for
wayward hook shots from the 5th tee, but also an obstacle
to drive over from the 6th. Antique golf balls are still
dredged out of the lake today.

In 1936, plans for a new course on Towers Lane were
prepared by the champion golfer and renowned course
architect, James Braid. This new course occupied the land
which is now the front 9 holes.

Intrepid members not only brought the course equip-
ment down from Helsby Hill but also dismantled the
clubhouse and rebuilt it nearby the entrance off Chester
Road. Not content with that, they dug up their sacred
greens and brought them down the hill too, much to the
annoyance of the land owner. The 18 hole course was
completed in 1968 when more land was purchased and
following a fire, the club's new and larger home was built
off Towers Lane.

Way back in the 1920s, Helsby was the first golf club in
Britain to appoint a lady as Captain, and the voice of golf,
Peter Alliss, is an honorary member, regularly visiting the
club to speak and present prizes. So our village golf club,
with 600 members, is very much part of the local scene,
supporting community sports club activities, running
coaching for school students at both junior and senior
levels and this year has established a Golf Academy with
no less than 6 qualified instructors. Actively supporting
charities, club members have raised funds to purchase
no less than 268 powered wheelchairs, which have been
donated to The Powered Wheelchair Appeal, a charity
that provides youngsters with disabilities the means for
more independence. Bert Dyson a member, has led the
club's efforts in this appeal and has been rewarded with
an MBE for his good work.

In spite of the troubled financial climate, Helsby Golf
Club is thriving and welcomes enquiries for membership
from both experienced golfers and those wanting to take
up the sport.

John Kerry

Special craft raffle at St Paul's

Want to win a family heirloom to pass on to the next
generation? Enter St Paul's Craft Raffle at £5 a time to
have a chance of winning the beautifully handcrafted
items donated by parishioners and pictured here. The
raffle will be drawn at the carol service on 13 December.
Put your name,
address and tel-
ephone number
and your £5 in
an envelope

marked "Craft
Raffle" and get it
to St Paul's
before 12
December. Best
of luck!

Helsby Parish Nurse

Joan Piercy, a registered nurse, was presented with
her accreditation certificate and badge for Parish
Nursing Ministries UK at the Remembrance Service
held at St Paul's. Here she is being presented with
her award by Parish Council Chairman, Alan Gardner.

Joan is supported by St Paul's Church and Helsby

Methodist Church to promote physical and spiritual
well-being for those who contact her. She regularly
holds well-be-
ing clinics
after services,
checking
health and giv-
ing advice.
She brings to
her nursing
care her
Christian faith
and a holistic
approach to
health.

Recently a Well Man's Breakfast was held at St
Paul's church hall with Mr Geoff Hutchinson, a con-
sultant surgeon, as guest speaker. Plans to hold
something similar for the ladies are under way.

Congratulations Joan on attaining your accredita-
tion and for making a valuable contribution to the
well-being of the community.

4 )
Helsby Entertainments & Events Group

The group hosted its recent rock ‘n roll evening with The
Atlantics at Helsby Community Centre on Sunday 11
October. The event was a great success as the band
pulled out all the stops and people jived the night away.

We are currently planning our next event, and are
pleased to announce the return of the hugely successful
Shoo Shoo Baby, with their reputation for excellent
singing and witty repartee.

Tickets will be on sale from the usual outlets at
Fearns Pharmacy, the Library and the Post Office. Due
to Shoo Shoo’s national success and following, we are
expecting this to be a popular event, so book early! Look
out for posters around the village early next year.

If you're interested in learning more about what the
group does, or helping out in planning or organising the
events, then please contact Andrew on 01928 726534.

Andrew Lucad
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Focus on... Frank Thomas

ClIr Frank Thomas recently retired from
his editorial involvement with Helsby
News and it felt fitting that we should
recognise, in some small way, his con-
tribution to the setting up of this Village
Newspaper. In talking to Frank, as |
have for this feature, you can't fail to
realise that he has contributed so much
more to Helsby life.

Frank and his wife Jennifer came to
Helsby in 1961 and raised and edu-
cated their family in the village. Frank
spent his working life at de Havilland,
later British Aerospace and after a long
career retired in 1993. He qualified as a
football referee in 1959 and officiated at
local matches in the County throughout
the 60s and 70s finally hanging up his
referee boots in 1982. His involvement
extended far beyond running around a
football pitch and he was active in the

committee work of the Sun-
day League and Cheshire
County FA. He is still Presi-
dent of Chester and District
Sunday League.

This experience must
have given him a taste for
local service and in 1991
Frank joined our Parish
Council as a South Ward
member and thus started his
amazing record of active involvement in
our local community.

The list of his participation in the
committee life of local government over
the past 18 years cannot be done jus-
tice here. In his time he has been Chair
of the Parish Council, Finance Commit-
tee, Parks and Cemetery Committee,
represented the Council on Liaison
Committees at Ince B, Kemira, Quinn

Glass. He has been
Chairman of Cheshire
Association of Local
Councils, Vice-Chairman
of Frodsham Forward
and serves on a number
of transport and post
office advisory groups.
But it is the sheer vol-
ume of those thousands
upon thousands of hours
that he has spent in com-
mittee work on behalf of
the village that is impressive. Thanks
Frank. It's quite a record and one that
we hope will continue.
Marj Thoburn

NB. Although standing down from
Helsby News, Frank has agreed to
continue to be the eyes and ears on
Transport issues.

More lost pubs...

Many thanks to all who contacted me
with information about the Railway Inn.
| now have a more comprehensive list
of landlords and it appears that in the
1920s, underprivileged Jewish children
from Manchester used to stay in the
outbuildings for short holidays.

It is a reflection of the times that with
a current population of approximately
5,000 Helsby can only support one pub,
whereas in 1630 when the population
was about 115, there were three inns.
But pubs come and go. There used to
be a Bricklayer's Arms and a Red Lion.
In 1850, as well as the Robin Hood and
the Horse & Jockey, there were three
other beerhouses run by Thomas Rim-
mer, John Platt and James Kinsey.

Going back to the 1845 Tithe
Records, both Elizabeth Kinsey and
John Platt owned houses and land in
the vicinity of Tesco on Chester Road.
The 1851 census shows that John Platt
was a 59 years old bricklayer who lived
with his nephew George Prichard, a
farmer. It is not unreasonable to
assume that this became known as The
Bricklayer's Arms. Perhaps it was not
until after John Platt's death that
George Prichard took over what was to
become The Railway. The 1861 census
clearly shows George Prichard - publi-
can Rake Lane End as well as the
Bricklayer's Arms - run by Samuel and
Martha Peacock.

Documents dated 1786 in The Mar-
quis of Cholmondeley Records shows
the Red Lion in the Collier Square area,
roughly at the corner of the present
Bates Lane and Old Chester Road.

The recently-closed Robin Hood

However, by 1797 the Award of Land
Act, when appointing Old Chester Road
as a public highway, refers to the road
going from " Three Lane Ends" in the
south to "a house in the possession of
Robert Cawley in Helsby, the aforesaid
formally known by the name or sign of
The Red Lion".

The Alvanley Parish Baptism
Records show the parents of seven
children baptised between 1830 and
1848 were John and Elizabeth Peacock
- publicans. At the time they lived at
Rose Cottage, Robin Hood Lane. Could
that have been a beerhouse serving the
nearby Quarry? From approximately
1860 - 1864 Samuel Cobbe ran Toothill
Beerhouse on Hill Road North, serving
the workers from the Harmers Wood
Quarries and during the 1870s and
1880s Charlotte Hulme ran a beer-
house for Helsby Quarry from her
house in Sandy Lane.

Our predecessors were a boozy lot
back in the 19th century. Perhaps it is
as well that the water quality has
improved! If you can throw more light on
these 'lost pubs' please contact me on
725227.

Sue Lorimer

Transport News

Some Consultation?

Wednesday October 7th was the day
chosen for Network Rail to start the
"consultation" ordered by The Depart-
ment for Transport over the removal
of the Barrow Crossings at Helsby
and Frodsham stations.

Along with three other members of
the North Cheshire Rail Users' Group
I met up with the Network Rail (NR)
Official at Helsby Station. Our hopes
of a possible replacing of the cross-
ings were quickly dashed as we were
told that modern safety requirements
would be expensive.

We pressed our case and queried
if this meeting was a proper consulta-
tion but now await an official
notification of any decision. Mike Hall
MP has written to the NR person
requesting a copy of his findings.

New Timetable

The new train timetable will come into
effect on Monday 14th December.
Arriva Trains Wales has included two
trains to Manchester Airport. These
leave Helsby station at 18:59 and
20:00 hours with return trains leaving
the airport at 05:33, 20:32 and 21:32
hours. Not what most travellers would
have expected.

Senior Rail Cards can now be
renewed at the Council office at Cas-
tle Park, Frodsham, at a reduced rate
from the actual cost.

Frank Thomas
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| would like to say a big thank you to
all the residents of Helsby, young
and old, for making Halloween and
Bonfire night safe and enjoyable
occasions for everyone. Statistically
Halloween and Bonfire Night are the
busiest time of the year for Anti
Social Behaviour. This year Helsby
was excellent with only a couple of
minor incidents.

Parking has continued to be a
problem outside schools, so much so
that despite my campaign to warn
and educate, | have had to issue
some offenders with tickets. | will
need to continue to do so as long as
there is risk to the children, pedestri-
ans and local residents.

These dark nights mean we need
to increase our vigilance when cross-
ing roads and recognise how
important it is that bright clothes are
worn so motorists can see us.

I'd like to end by wishing every-
one a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

James Taple

You can contact me on 0845 458
6393 or by emailing me at
james.tapley@cheshire.pnn.police.uk.
To report an incident (eg nuisance

youths, suspicious persons) or for
immediate police attention call
0845 458 0000. In an emergency
always dial 999.

Horns Mill Pre-School

It's 25 years since Hornsmill pre-school welcomed the first 12
children through its doors, based in a small classroom within the
school, thanks to funding efforts by founding members Judith
Sykes and Marje Rimmer, and their active committee.

Some 12 years later, when alternative accommodation had
to be found to stay open, the local community rallied round. An
old mobile classroom was donated, parents organised a crane
driver to move it into its current location and another parent
provide and fitted a kitchen. “It was amazing how the community
pulled together and since then we have gone from strength to
strength”, said Sue - now Manager. In recent years a lottery grant
has seen a safe enclosed outdoor play area added which allows
the children to enjoy free flow inside and outside play.

Progress and change have come a long way - in the early
days there were just two staff members, today there are nine fully
qualified staff, and an Administrator. Children only attended two
morning sessions a week back in 1984, now there is an option
for five days. Ironically, 25 years ago it was all about free play
and today, in line with Early Years Foundation Stage guidance,
there is a move back towards child-led play but with extended
learning opportunities.

Sue is very proud of her dedicated team and the individual
skills that they each offer. They have worked hard to improve
communications between staff and parents, introducing home-
school link books, every child has a designated key person and
everything that they do is underpinned by a strong belief in being
inclusive’. Efforts rewarded by OFSTED, for in September,
Hornsmill Pre-school was awarded the highest possible classifi-
cation with an 'Outstanding’ OFSTED report. A fantastic
achievement and reflection of the hard work, commitment and
dedication of all of the staff there. Well done Sue and the team,
here's to the next 25 years!

Hornsmill Preschool has a limited number of places availa-
ble; they are open term time Monday to Friday between 9am and
3pm, offering both sessional and full day places. Contact Sue for
more information on 07853 403764.

Michelle Pickstock

Roof appeal

An urgent challenge facing Hornsmill Pre-school is the
need to raise around £6,000 to replace the dilapidated
and leaking flat roof of their building. The roof has been
repaired on several occasions but has now reached
the point of having to be replaced. So far their fund-
raising efforts have managed to secure £2,500 but
there is still a big shortfall. If you can help, please call
them on 07853 403764.

Poet visits Horns Mill Primary School

The poet David Horner has been working with all the
classes at Horns Mill Primary School to compose some
imaginative and exciting poems.

He started his visit with a reading of his humorous
poems to the junior children who roared with laughter at
both the hilarious content and David's amusing reading.

David then started working with different classes
throughout the school over two days and this culminated
in a celebration assembly where different children read
aloud some of the poems composed with David.

If you would like to get a taste of David's work you
could visit his website www.davidhorner.com. You could
also add your own line to the longest poem in the world,
currently just over 5000 lines and growing!

This visit was all part of the enrichment of the curricu-
lum at Horns Mill, ensuring that the children have exciting
learning experiences which stimulate and provoke their
thinking. Currently the school is looking at making even
greater use of the locality to support the learning in school
so don't be surprised if you see groups of Horns Mill pupils
out and about in Helsby!

Life Education comes to school

The 'Life Education
Centre' works in
partnership with
schools and teach-

ers, providing
programmes for pri-
mary school

children such as

increasing sense of

self worth, encour-

aging positive attitudes to health, recognising the risks
associated with drugs including tobacco and alcohol and
developing life skills necessary to put healthy choices into
practice. Using a mobile classroom packed full of high-
tech resources, the educator's outstanding teaching skills
make a great impact on the children.

This scheme has the support of Rotary clubs through-
out the country and Frodsham and Helsby Rotary had the
caravan for two weeks this summer, towing it around the
district covering Frodsham, Kingsley, Norley and Helsby
involving a total of seven schools.

The Life Education Caravan is one of our major serv-
ices to the community. We are very proud of our record
over the years, long may it continue.

Roy Wallwork
L.E.C. Coordinator
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Cheshire West Coach of the Year Award

At this year's Cheshire West and
Chester Sports Awards evening, held
at Ellesmere Port Civic Centre, John
Clements picked up the Coach of the
Year for his work with Helsby Bowls
Club. The award was presented by
Lord Mayor of Ellesmere Port, Coun-
cillor Tony Sherlock.

John was nomi-
nated for the award by
Helsby Community

Sports Club for his tire-
less efforts coaching
bowls at Helsby and
also for the support he
has offered to other
clubs. He has proved
himself to be a very
hardworking, commit-
ted, fair and friendly
coach.

Without John's
determination in setting
up the Junior Bowls
section, offering free
coaching and encouraging young-
sters to play bowls, then Helsby
Bowls Club would have become stag-
nant and unable to develop further -
John's coaching and inspiration has
given the club a real development
path and ensured the bowls section
has a bright future.

In 2007 John was appointed as
one of the two Cheshire County Jun-
ior Managers, a position he still holds
with great pride to date. John's nomi-
nation was supported by Cheshire
County Bowl's Development Officer
and the North West Regional Coach,

who stated, "We have
both known John Cle-
ments for a long time,
he has been a great
supporter of the
Cheshire C.B.A coach-
ing scheme and has
worked with us on
many occasions at
many coaching ven-
ues. John has always
shown great enthusi-
asm especially where
younger bowlers are
involved. He has an
empathy with young-
sters and also the
ability to make crown
green bowls a sport to be enjoyed for
life. As the Cheshire County Develop-
ment Officer and Sheila as the North
West Regional coach, we would be
delighted to endorse John for the
award "Coach of the year" nomina-
tion". Well done John!
Michelle Pickstock

Fireworks evening

Friday 7 November saw another capacity crowd enjoy the club's second
firework display, as the sky above Helsby was lit with a fantastic display of
lights. With rising costs the club had no choice but to charge a small entrance
fee this year, but this didn't deter the crowds. The club would like to thank
everybody who turned out to support the event and the many volunteers who
helped to make the evening so successful. Special thanks to Frodsham and
Helsby Rotary Club, the volunteer marshals and other volunteers on the bar,
gates and barbeque. We are looking for ideas to increase the attractions next
year to complement the fireworks, funfair and live artist - suggestions welcome

to info@helsbysports.com.

Saturday Night entertainment and New Year's Eve
Between now and Christmas why not come along and try
out our Saturday night entertainment? Every weekend there
is entertainment on at the Helsby Community Sports Club.
The first Saturday of every month is star night which is a
double bill with two fantastic artistes.

Furthermore, This New Year's Eve promises to be a
great night, starring top male vocalist Daniel Fox (pictured).
Daniel made it to boot camp this year with ITV's X-Factor
and will be supported by Holi, a 50s diva tribute show.
Tickets are on general sale to members and non-members,
available at £12 each from the club.

Club News

Extra-ordinary General Meeting
There are lots of rumours flying
around the village about the club’s
recent EGM. Its purpose was twofold:
to elect a new Club Chairman follow-
ing the retirement of the previous
Chair due to ill health; and to discuss
how the club must change in light of
increasing costs. With two pubs in the
village already closed due to the
downward trend in wet sales, Helsby
Community Sports Club is deter-
mined not to become another closure
and is currently reviewing its opera-
tional procedures to ensure future
sustainability, whilst awaiting plan-
ning permission for its new facility.
The club is very confident that, once
planning permission is secured, the
new club will go from strength to
strength with extensive sports and
function facilities.

Message from new Club Chair

| was elected as the new club Chair at
the club’s EGM in October, following
a few turbulent months financially. |
have been involved with the club for
over 25 years, firstly as a player with
the Rugby section then moving on to
help develop the Junior Rugby Sec-
tion and to coach the Junior teams.

Over the years the club has seen
a number of changes firstly from
when it was a factory sports and
social club, belonging to and heavily
subsidized by the BICC, through to
today, run by a group of volunteer
representatives from each of the sec-
tions, supported by local parish and
borough councillors.

| have decided to become
involved, and assist in any way | can,
to help maintain the high profile we
have locally in the sporting arena and
also to focus on increasing the use of
the current facility for social and com-
munity events.

You may have noticed from local
advertising that we are increasing the
use of our facilities, for example the
recent firework and poker nights, and
the introduction of our new Wednes-
day night quiz.

| welcome support from any cur-
rent club users who are willing to
assist and also look forward to wel-
coming any visitors and new
members.

Stuart Wilkinson
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Clubmark for Helsby Bowls

Helsby Junior Bowls club has
become the first bowls club in Chesh-
ire to achieve Clubmark accreditation,
and only the second club in the North
West of England. Clubmark is the
only national cross sports quality
accreditation scheme for clubs with
junior sections. It is built around a set
of core criteria which ensure that
accredited clubs operate to a set of
consistent, accepted and adopted
minimum operating standards. Club
Development Officer, Michelle Pick-
stock, Bowls Coach John Clements
and junior bowls player, Alistair

Jones, accepted the award from the
Mayor of Ellesmere Port at the recent
Cheshire and Warrington Sports Part-
nership awards night (pictured).

Half Marathon

The 29th Shell Four Villages Half
Marathon takes place on Sunday 17
January.

The race gets underway at 11 am
from the sports club, passing through
the villages of Dunham-on-the-Hill,
Mouldsworth, Manley and Alvanley
before finishing at Horns Mill School.
Why not come along and watch and
enjoy a drink and a snack at the club?

Sport Relief Mile event

Helsby Community Sports Club, in conjunction with the 10
Bridge Clinic, will once again be hosting a Sport Relief Mile
event on Sunday 21 March. Rise to the Challenge and do
the Mile - you'll be joining thousands of people at Mile
events across the length and breadth of the country.
Choose your challenge - 1, 3 or 6 miles - and start raising
cash to change lives. What are you waiting for? Register
online with Sport Relief today at www.sportrelief.com.

League Table Round Up Helsby Parish Councillors
Newly promoted to Division 1 of the West Cheshire league, Helsby FC's 1st
team has made a good start to the season, holding their own and currently North Ward
Iy?ng_ in fifth place. Helsby’'s 2nd team is currently top of the Chester and Sylvia Crossley-Jones ~ 723115
District league. ) ) Alan Gardner (Chair) 722360
Helsby RFU are not faring so well as their football counterparts at the Digger Rigby 797036
moment, sat in 10th position in the South Lancashire and Cheshire league Trigs% B s 795098
division three. However, with 14 matches still to play, there’s plenty of time Sarah Temple 792181
to turn things around and they have everything to play for.
Central Ward
Chris Ellams 724409
Ha”oween Party Fun Patricia Holder 727384
Stuart Hulse 724272
Helsby FC under 9s football team held a Halloween party Sam Johnson 722297
to raise some much needed funds, with a fountain of Terry O'Neill 723205
blood and two huge blow up pumpkins as decorations.
Organiser Duncan Cowley said, “The fancy dress South Ward
outfits were incredible with the Horny Devil and Edward Bill Foster 727392
Scissor-hands taking a starring role.” Edward “Lewis” Kevin Kennedy 726534
Scissor-hands (pictured) won the adults competition and Susanne MacPherson 722168
a £10 voucher. Harry Tilston won the children's compe- George Randles 124775
tition, a prize of a £10 voucher, with an innovative idea of Frank Thomas 722179
a headless monster.
A special thank you to the Halifax Estate Agents of Clerk
Frodsham who donated 12 bottles of wine, which was an incredible gesture. | Jeanette Hughes 726433
£156 was raised on the day and the team also secured a £200 donation from | Primrose Cottage, Back Lane,
Shell soon after the event. Alvanley, WA6 9AN

Duncan Cowley
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