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Age Concern Cheshire to close Day Centre
FOR THE past 12 years Helsby's 
Greenwood Day centre has provided 
a friendly and enjoyable Thursday out 
for housebound elderly residents of 
the village. Transported from and to 
their homes, the members, most are 
well over 80, share a hot lunch, good 
company and a variety of activities. 
Just the kind of socialising needed 
and an excellent supportive service. 
Or so you would think. Not so.
 Age Concern Cheshire has 
decided to drop its day centres across 
the region in favour of a scheme 
called "Supporting You" which 
focuses on individual needs rather 
than bringing folk together to enjoy a 
day out with their peers. Whilst this 
change may work for residents in 
towns like Chester and Northwich 
where there are a variety of additional 
resources available this is not the 

case for our elderly neighbours in our 
rural area. 
 Earlier this year volunteers at the 
Helsby centre were told that Age Con-
cern would be withdrawing their 
financial backing from January and 
the service would be closed. In addi-
tion no further admission of new 
members from the waiting list would 
be allowed during this period.
 Undaunted, the group of local 
Greenwood volunteers are deter-
mined to continue providing the 
much-valued service. Several meet-
ings have been held to explore 
financial and administrative viability 
and support has been sought from a 
number of sources. 
 Local MP Graham Evans 
(pictured) has leant his voice to a 
petition to prevent closure and is seen 
here with day centre members. The 

AT LAST some progress is 
being made over the lack of 
parking in the village. The 
Parish Council's request for 
disabled parking outside the 
Post Office has been agreed. 
 The location is confirmed 
but because civil parking 
enforcement is a police mat-
ter, a Traffic Regulation Order 
is required and Cheshire 
West and Chester Council (CWaC) 
has to pursue this. Hopefully this 
won't take another three years! 
 As to the Station Avenue car park, 
despite the repeated requests by 
Helsby residents to resolve the cen-
tral village parking issues, CWaC has 
remained concerned that all day park-
ers would find somewhere else to 
park. 
 Prepared to take the risk, the Par-
ish Council has persisted with their 

request for a two-hour maximum stay 
restriction at the Station Avenue car 
park.
 At its last meeting the Council was 
informed that CWaC had agreed to its 
demand and shortly there will be 
restricted parking in the Station Ave-
nue car park from 8 am to 8 pm - a 
maximum of two hours with no return-
ing for two hours. Overnight parking 
will not be affected.

petition is currently being signed by 
hundreds of villagers and can be 
found in the Post Office, Health Cen-
tre, Hairdressers and the Chemists.
Get behind the Volunteers and sign 
up today!

Marj Thoburn

Parking problems

Let's hope this is a triumph for 
common sense. If early morning 
rail travellers simply move to all 
day parking on the village centre 
roads, it may be necessary to go 
back to the drawing board and 
for CWaC to issue more enforce-
ment regulations to counter this. 
 
Next time you pass the top of 

Station Avenue take a look at the 
signs. No wonder rail commuters park.
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‘Itea and Biscuits'
Basic computer skills session
Age UK's third annual ‘Itea and biscuits’ 
week will take place in September 
2010. ‘Itea and biscuits’ week is the 
perfect opportunity to get a taste of 
technology and what it can do for you.  
Helsby Library is holding two basic 
computer skills sessions between 10 
am and 12 pm on 22 and 29 of Septem-
ber. The events are free of charge but 
places are limited so please contact the 
library to reserve your spot.

Helsby Health Centre
During Dr Holliday's maternity leave, Dr 
Sita Kumar has returned to provide 
cover  and Dr Raj has joined the Prac-
tice until February 2010 to complete his 
GP training. Interviews for a new Prac-
tice Manager will be taking place in 
October. Flu vaccines will be available 
for vulnerable groups and over 65s from 
mid September. Please book an 
appointment via reception. 01928 
723676.

New to Helsby?
There’s more going on in the village 
than you might think! To find out about 
village societies, activities and clubs go 
to the Helsby Village Action Group’s 
website at www.hvag.org.uk.

Cheshire Rural Touring Arts 
Presents “Forgotten Fortress”
Being sent out to Helsby Hill at Christ-
mas to collect holly turns into a magical 
adventure for a young boy…. This musi-
cal theatre production will thrill 
audiences - don't miss it! Saturday 11 
December, 7.30pm, Community Cen-
tre. Tickets cost £7.50 - to book, please 
call Andrew on 726534.

Autumn Litterpick
Join the volunteers on Sat 2 October, 
10-12 noon. Community Centre. Every-
one welcome. Equipment Provided.
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I GUESS YOU need the patience of a 
saint to enter into the intrepid world of 
planning permission for local projects 
and that seems to be what is needed 
by all those committed to the future 
development of Helsby Community 
Sports Club.
 Helsby News has been told that 
the interlinked planning process for 
the housing proposals on the club site 
is complex and slow. What is certain 
is that planning permission for the 
rebuilding and relocation of the HCSC 
has been given in full. 
 But, and it may be a big BUT, the 
Brookhouse housing development 
has to be considered as a whole and 
is complicated by the fact that land 
exchange is necessary. An additional 

Planning negotiations make slow progress 
hurdle is associated with the fact that 
some of the development is in the 
Green Belt, with all that that can 
mean; and then there's the small mat-
ter of a plot of the land being owned 
by a third party. That's a lot to unravel 
in anyone's book!
 Brookhouse, the developers and 
Cheshire West and Chester Planning 
Officers along with our CWaC Coun-
cillors are edging slowly forward, we 
are told. There are clearly a lot of 
special requirements to be met to 
capture the full planning permission 
for the site.
 Helsby is keeping its fingers 
crossed. We hope that slow means 
sure!

Marj Thoburn

Success in Paris!
DO YOU remember a story earlier in 
the year in Helsby News about two fat 
blokes and their bikes? Two (large) 
residents of Mere's edge in Helsby 
were planning to cycle from London 
to Paris for charity. Well..... they have 
done it!!!
 On 25 July they arrived in Paris 
having cycled 300 miles in 4 days. 
They say it was an incredibly tough, 
but thoroughly enjoyable experience, 
ending with an amazing reception 
under the Eiffel Tower after cycling 
down the Champs Elysee as a group 
of 700. They are delighted to report 
that they raised £3,200 (easily reach-
ing their target of £2,400), thanks to 
the help and support of friends, family 
and some local businesses - namely 

Zoe's Unisex Hair Salon and India 
Gardens in Frodsham.
 Paul Hindle, one part of the duo, 
said: “Please send our grateful thanks 
to all for their support during this 
event”. 

September
Thurs 30 Village Society: Council for National Parks
   Community Centre 7.30 pm.
October
Sat 9  Frodsham and District Choral Society: Book Sale
   Frodsham Church Hall, 10-12 noon.
Thurs 28 Village Society: Royal Functions, Toastmaster Royale
   Community Centre 7.30 pm.
November
Sat 6  Frodsham and District Choral Society: Concert Mozart & Vivaldi 
   St Laurence’s Church 7.30 pm, Tickets from Ros Rowe 733247.
Fri 12  Community Association: Quiz Night, Community Centre 7.30 pm.
Thurs 25  Village Society: Egypt, Land of the Pharaohs, 
   Community Centre 7.30 pm.
December
Sat 11   Cheshire Rural Touring Arts Production: ‘Forgotten Fortress’
   Musical theatre, Community Centre, 7.30 pm, tickets 726534.

Parish Council Surgeries
2 Oct, 5 Nov & 4 Dec from 10 am - 12 noon in the Community Centre
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This year's Helsby Family Fun Day was another 

great event for the club and the village alike. 

With more stalls than ever before and the added 

attraction of a climbing wall, a great day was 

had by all. There was something for everyone of 

all ages to enjoy, from the fun fair rides, Helsby 

High School Dance show and folk band, Cheer 

leading displays and the popular dog show, to 

raffles, tombolas, sports taster sessions, craft 

stalls, face painting and a children's 

disco. Thanks to all who came and 

enjoyed the day and to all volunteers 

who helped to once again make the 

event so successful. Overall the 

Helsby Community Sports Club raised 

£1,300 to help fundraising efforts.
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HELSBY HIGH SCHOOL’S success-
ful involvement with charity, 'Afritwin', 
is evident as the new academic year 
kick starts fundraising into full swing. 
 The school, and its team of 
approximately 24 sixth-form pupils, 
has partnered with two Capetown 
schools, wide-ranging in their 
resources and surrounding area. Ear-
lier this year, the two teachers 
responsible for the team visited the 
two schools to provide equipment, 
such as stationary and books, pur-
chased with money made so far. 
 Over the past few months the 
team has been divided into smaller 
groups in order to maximise the 
school's fundraising ability. A few of 

these events included a screening of 
the World Cup for lower year pupils 
and refreshment stalls at the school's 
sports day. One pupil, Melissa Under-
hill, has worked with her team to raise 
over £400 through a car boot sale and 
'Thorntons' chocolate party which 
both proved to be a beneficial suc-
cess. The most recent event was a 
talent show dubbed 'Afrivision', in 
which some of the musical sixth form-
ers performed, hosted in the school's 
main hall. Attended by a variety of 
pupils from different years, the acts 
were then judged by three teachers in 
an 'X Factor' style format.
 With the new school year comes a 
more intense fundraising process 

with approximately four months 
before February, when the Afritwin 
team plan to take part in an 
exchange. Their work in Capetown 
will involve experiencing the lives of 
the pupils at each of the two schools 
and providing materials and help in 
the form of, for example, teaching 
English. The money raised between 
now and the exchange will be split 
between funding the exchange itself 
and providing resources for the Cape-
town schools. In the mean time, the 
pupils are in regular contact with the 
Capetown students on a pen pal 
basis.

Jay Bradbury

Helsby pupils form partnership through Afritwin cha rity
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CONCERN is being expressed at the number of houses 
that are being built in our village. The Persimmon develop-
ment on the old BICC site brought an extra 103 houses 
into the village. Since then, several smaller developments 
have or are taking place. These include the Horse and 
Jockey site, the old school site opposite the Horse and 
Jockey, the site at the top of lower Rake Lane where the 
bungalow now stands and, most recently, the proposed 
development of housing on the Robin Hood site. There is 
also the possibility that should the Helsby Community 
Sports Club relocate, the existing site could be used for a 
further large housing development of around 90 houses. 
This, coupled with the smaller developments already sug-
gested, means an increase of over 100 new houses. Then 
there is also the retirement village for a planned 100 units.
 All this extra housing is going to have a huge impact on 
the current village infrastructure. There is insufficient park-
ing at our railway station, causing rail passengers to park 
in the shoppers' car park, Station Avenue and Lodge 
Hollow. Both our primary schools are full as is the High 
school. The closure of Dunham Hill school has increased 

the pressure on Horns Mill, especially as Dunham school 
had special facilities for the children of travellers. 
 The A56 through the village has many more parked 
cars and is becoming like it was before the M56 was built 
- busy! The sewage system has not been updated; we still 
rely on fire and ambulance cover from Ellesmere Port. The 
Health Centre will be under pressure. As for the policing of 
the area, this is still done by Frodsham NPU - and with the 
economic situation it is unlikely to get an increase in staff. 
 This is not an argument against the village expanding, 
but a very real concern - shared by some members of 
Helsby Parish Council and in particular Cllr Stuart Hulse 
who told Helsby News "The development of Helsby, with-
out the development of the infrastructure, could mean that 
Helsby could outgrow itself and that will cause more 
problems than it solves." 
 The question is - What is Chester West and Chester 
Borough Council going to do to ease our overburdened 
infrastructure whilst giving planning permission to devel-
opers? 

Barbara Ginty

What cost expansion?

Home-Start Vale Royal, which has 
been helping families with young chil-
dren in and around Northwich and 
Winsford for the last four years, has 
some great news! Thanks to Big Lot-
tery funding, they can now expand 
their services to Helsby, Frodsham, 
Tarporley and the surrounding areas. 
Home-Start aims to give support to 
families who may be struggling to 
cope with a variety of challenges, 
including post natal illness, isolation, 
disability, the demands of parenting 
young children and multiple births: 
helping to prevent these difficulties 
from escalating into a crisis. 

 They do this using parent volun-
teers who offer support, practical help 
and friendship to families in their own 
homes for a few hours a week. Volun-
teers who are parents themselves are 
recruited, trained and supported in 
this role by paid staff. 
 A family recently supported said 
'Home-Start was a lifeline to me; as 
an older mum, I felt quite isolated with 
young children (and twins was quite a 
shock!). My volunteer Liz advised on 
places to go even came with me and 
she was full of encouragement. With-
out such fantastic support my 

situation could have easily deteriorat-
ed!' 
 If you are interested in becoming a 
Family Support Volunteer, Trustee or 
Fundraiser for Home-Start, or you are 
a parent needing support, please 
contact Joyce on 01606 782888 or 
visit our website: www.home-
start.org.uk.

FRODSHAM SURE START is a Children's Centre that 
opened its doors in the autumn of 2008. Sure Start has 
been developed throughout the country for parents-to-be 
and their families. The Government Funding for each 
centre provides services for families and their under-5s, 
but by working in partnership with other organizations we 
are able to extend our services to include older children, 
especially during school holidays. Frodsham's Children's 
Centre is really a 'one stop shop' providing health, educa-
tion, learning and a huge amount of 'FUN'. We have a 
lovely Health Room where our local midwife sees expect-
ant parents, we also have the ante-natal education 

classes run by the Countess of Chester, and post- natal 
'Bumps to Babes' run by the local health visitors. 
 Being a parent/carer is a really hard job and as each 
child and family are individuals, the Centre aims to be 
open to new ideas and provide for families a safe, stimu-
lating environment. There are lots of different activities, 
from messy play to Zumba (adult exercise class) for chil-
dren and their family members to enjoy. A lot of our 
activities are 'drop ins' which means you can attend the full 
session if you wish or just come when you are ready; e.g. 
Stay & Play, Baby Den, Garden gang, and lots more. 
 So come and register to receive a regular calendar of 
activities, or if someone looks after your children, get them 
to sign up as an additional carer and then no-one will miss 
out. 'POP IN' to the Ship Street centre anytime to register 
and collect your welcome pack Mon-Fri 9.00 to 5.00pm. 

Home-Start Vale Royal expanding near you!

Frodsham Sure Start success
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Cri de Coeur for Fresh Volunteers

READERS learned about the Community Centre from this 
year's Spring issue and about the important role of the 
Helsby Community Association in managing the Centre. A 
growing concern for the Association is the desperate need 
for fresh volunteers to step into the shoes of ageing 
Committee members, vital for keeping this valuable village 
asset going. The immediate opening is for a new General 
Secretary, but before too long the key position of Booking 
Secretary must be filled by a new face. This ought to spark 
off an urge among villagers to come forward for jobs of this 
kind. Those feeling this urge should make themselves 
known to John Neukom (722934) or to any other of the 
Association officers, generally widely known people. The 
work requires use of a computer, but only with moderate 
competence, and is not time consuming (only six or seven 
committee meetings per year). A possibility is that new 
volunteers could be taken on board as deputies to present 
officers for easing more gently up the learning curve.

Helsby Hillside WI

PC ANDREW DELOOSE was the speaker at Helsby 
Hillside WI in June, his subject was "Police Work in 
Cheshire" and it was an interesting account of his career 
in the police force. The speaker in July was Bill Morton, 
Halton Council Countryside Officer. He spoke about Wigg 
Island, a small piece of land in the River Mersey near 
Widnes. This area is teeming with wildlife; from small 
rodents that swim on to the island when the tide comes in, 
a fox with a liking for Maltesers, to wild flowers and several 
varieties of butterflies. The September speaker was John 
Richards, on the subject of "Mission Aviation Fellowship".
 WI members joined in the Fun Day in July, with a stall 
selling a variety of items. The Annual birthday party will be 
celebrated with a trip to Llandudno for lunch. The Helsby 
Hillside Heritage Book is now on sale at Helsby Tesco.
 Helsby Hillside WI meets on the second Tuesday of 
each month at 7.30 pm in the Community Centre. Visitors 
and new members are always welcome.

Barbara Norgain

Historical Helsby

HIGH ON THE wall inside St Paul's church is a plaque 
commemorating the life and work of Robert Wield Hill, head-
master of Helsby School for 27 years, organist and bible class 
teacher. Remarkably, despite his 27 years of service, when 
Mr Hill died on 8 November 1909, he was only 47. Mr Hill was 
remembered with affection even though he was a strict disci-
plinarian. It is said he always carried a cane and was not 
averse to using it.
 The National School was erected in 1846 opposite the 
Horse & Jockey on a piece of land "Townfield Flat" which was 
owned by the Marquis of Cholmondeley. It was supported by 
subscription and a small weekly charge from the scholars. 
The school bell was hung by the village wheelwright, John 
Fletcher, the great grandfather of Mrs June Stubbs who 
rescued the bell when the school was eventually demolished. 
Helsby was without a church at that time and the school was 
licensed for divine worship with the incumbent of Alvanley 
officiating. An infants' school was built on the site in 1873 at 
a cost of £640, the sole expense of the Rev. William Charles 
Cotton M.A. the vicar of Frodsham. Mr Hill became the 
headmaster in 1882 at the tender age of 20.

 By 1892 the attendance at the senior school averaged 74 
while infants section, built to accommodate 60, had an aver-
age attendance of 83. Helsby's population was expanding at 
a great rate following the success of the Telegraph Manufac-
turing Company and the little school was bursting at the 
seams. On 21 April 1894, James Reynolds JP laid the corner-
stone of a new extension which was officially opened by the 
Vicar of St Paul's, the Rev Theodore Vale, on 3 August 1894. 
(Both stones were rescued from demolition by Mrs J Stubbs.) 
To help fund the building work, a huge "Village Fair, Produce 
Show and Grand Bazaar" was held on the 3 & 4 August 1894 
on land near Helsby Station. Cheap rail tickets were adver-
tised from Chester, Warrington, Manchester, Liverpool and 
Birkenhead. The new extension incorporated the School 
House into the school so Mr Hill and his family moved to the 
nearby terrace of "Elm Mount", Chester Road.
 Even though the new school could now take an additional 
60 older pupils and another 42 infants, the school soon 
became overcrowded and in the early 1900s the nearby 
Methodist Chapel was used as an overspill classroom. Mr 
Hill, the esteemed Headmaster, died in 1909, before the 
opening of Helsby's first senior school in 1910. Can anyone 
confirm that it is Mr Hill in the school photo above?

Sue Lorimer

Information about the school in the twentieth century is more 
difficult to come by and Sue would be grateful for memories and 

contributions from past pupils. 
Please contact her on 725227.

Did you know?

HELSBY VILLAGE SOCIETY’S had its origins in the Helsby 
Environmental Protection Association [HEPA] formed in 1970 
at a time when the growing threat and nuisance from petro-
chemical and associated industry on Helsby's environment 
was causing grave concern to many people in the village. 
Times don't seem to have changed it seems.
 The Village Society, formally inaugurated in 1977, had its 
first meeting in the then Parish Rooms, now the Helsby Spice 
restaurant. The objects of the Society are the same now as 
they were then; encouraging high standards in local planning, 
protecting areas of special interest and landscape value, 
stimulating civic pride and improving the appearance of the 
village. Society members have planted daffodils around the 
village, helped with the litter picks, supported the creation of 
Harmers Wood and monitored the unpleasant odours across 
the village. They meet in the Community Centre at 7.30 pm 
on the last Thursday of the month between September and 
April. There is a varied programme of talks and the list can be 
found on the Library foyer notice board. Membership fee is £2 
and new members are warmly welcomed.

Janet Ford



Page 6

Use it or Lose it!
IN THIS TIME of cutbacks and financial constraints we all 
need to make sure that our local resources are minimally 
affected and no more so than our local library.
 Helsby Library, situated off Lower Robin Hood Lane, 
between the Community Centre and Health Centre is a 
gem and whilst there are 4,055 listed members, only a 
third of those are active. 
 Joining the library is free, and now even easier. Either 
call in or simply complete the online registration form, go 
to: www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/libraries
 Renewing Books is now so simple, it can be done the 
old fashioned way in person, by phone 24 hours on 0845 
148 0 148 or on line. You will need a PIN to use online 
services, ask at the library, and if you give your email 
address they'll remind you when your items are due to be 
returned. What a service!
 And then there's the online Virtual Reference Library 
where there are thousands of works at your fingertips: 
including newspaper archives, specialist subjects, art, 
music, biography, business advice, Encyclopaedias and 
dictionaries - 24 hours a day.
 And not just books! There are DVDs and three comput-
ers for public use. If you are unsure about using a 
computer taster sessions are available in the library. Just 
contact Helsby Library for details. 
 Helsby Library needs to be used. Every book stamped 
out helps keep the library open. You can take up to 20 
books out on loan, if you can carry them! 
 Helsby needs its library and its library needs you. Drop 
by and take out that extra title. It will make a difference to 
the count that keeps the library open. 

Marj Thoburn

Next May’s local elections
DID YOU KNOW that the Parish Council is a corporate 
body and, as such, has a legal standing? It must hold at 
least three meetings a year and facilitate the Annual 
Parish Meeting of the Parish Electorate. The power to 
spend money is governed by statute (Acts of Parliament) 
and where no specific powers exist they can often rely on 
Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 (power to 
spend money as long as it benefits the local community). 
The council can set-up sub-committees to carry out some 
of its functions. It has a duty to keep a record of its 
meetings.
 Council business cannot be transacted unless three (or 
one third, whichever is the greater) of its members are 
present - known as a quorum. Press and public are 
allowed to attend all meetings unless excluded by resolu-
tion when confidential matters are discussed.
 A council can appoint suitable staff to carry out its 
functions and can delegate powers to the Clerk to make 
decisions on its behalf. It should adopt Standing Orders 
(governing document) to ensure the smooth running of its 
business and has a duty to elect a Chairman. The council 
is financially accountable to its electors and must take 
responsibility for determining the precept, setting budgets, 
monitoring expenditure and ensuring it has adequate Pub-
lic, Employee, Liability & Fidelity Guarantee insurance 
cover in place. The latter is important as it insures the 
council's monies against theft.
 Precept Request - Local Town and Parish Council's 
are not capped by the Government (correct as at going to 
press). This means that local councils are not limited to the 
amount of money that they can request from the local 
authority (Cheshire West and Chester Council) to carry 
out its functions. The precept payment is calculated on the 
average Band D properties in the village (Helsby has 
1961) and the amount slides up and down the scale 
depending on what Band your property fits in. The Parish 
Precept is paid through your Council Tax payments. 

Jeanette Hughes, Parish Clerk

Public Cemetery - Old Chester Road 

For those of you who are thinking about choosing burial 
for your final resting place or for your loved ones, you may 
be interested to know that Helsby Parish Council was 
granted planning permission to extend the existing burial 
ground at Old Chester Road.  We now have enough burial 
capacity to last for the foreseeable future.  Our current 
prices for Helsby residents are as follows:- 

Burial fees - full grave 
Purchase of lease of exclusive rights of burial £340 
First interment fee                                              £100 
Subsequent interment fee                                  £100 
Admin fees                                                         £25 

Memorial fees 
Placing of memorial stone                                  £50 

Cremated remains fees 
Purchase of lease of exclusive rights of burial   £125 
Interment fee (1st Casket)                                  £50 
Subsequent interment fee                                 £50 
Admin fees                                                        £25 
  
Search and response for cemetery records     £25 
  
Please feel free to contact the Parish Clerk on 726433 or 
E-mail: helsbyparishcouncil@talktalk.net for further infor-
mation 

Jeanette Hughes, Parish Clerk

Rail matters

THERE IS still no news about our reply to the Network Rail 
consultation over the removal of the Barrow Crossings. The 
decision is awaited from the Department for Transport over 
this issue that has been ongoing for TWO years this month.
 Rail users may well like to take advantage of a special 
offer from Arriva Trains Wales. From 6 September to 11 
December persons 55 years and over can travel anywhere on 
the Arriva Trains Wales network for £15 return with a "Club 
55" Ticket. Holders of a Senior Rail Card can obtain a £2 
reduction on this figure. The return ticket is available for one 
calendar month. Proof of age will be required to validate the 
ticket and details of the scheme can be found on the Arriva 
Trains Wales website. Tickets can be obtained on line, at any 
station booking office, calling 0870 9000 773 or from the 
conductor on the train when joining at Helsby station. This 
means that travellers will be able to go from Helsby, for 
example, to stations in South Wales with a change of train at 
Chester.
 The Annual General Meeting of the North Cheshire Rail 
Users' Group will be held on Wednesday 20 October at 
7.30pm in Helsby Methodist Church Hall The Keynote 
speaker will be the local area manager from Northern Rail. 
Local residents will be very welcome to attend.

Frank Thomas
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Golfing Triumph for Kevin

KEVIN FRANCIS from Helsby Golf 
Club recently completed three wins in 
a row when he carried off the London 
Pride EGU National Gold Medal at 
Woodhall Spa Golf Club in Lincoln-
shire.
 The 45 year old services manager 
lives in Runcorn and plays off a hand-
icap of five. He followed up his 
opening 36 Stableford points with a 
brilliant 38 for a winning 74 points.
 Kevin (pictured © Tom Ward) was 
naturally delighted with his success - 
“I'm shell-shocked - this win means 
everything and when you are leading, 
you expect someone to pip you at the 
end but, fortunately, it didn't happen. 
My club captain Martin Mann told me 
to go and win it for the club so he'll be 
pleased.”
 It is a fantastic achievement by 
Kevin and all at Helsby Golf Club are 
very proud of 

THE RECENT 2010 MEGA 
(Merseyside Entertainers Golf Asso-
ciation) Charity Day was a great 
success for Helsby Golf Club Pow-
ered Wheelchair Appeal. 
 The weather was superb, golf 
enjoyable and the evening entertain-
ment excellent. Most importantly, 
following the competition during the 
day, a powered wheelchair was pre-
sented to 9 year old Harry Graham 
from Widnes. 
 Harry was accompanied on the 
night by his mum Jane, dad Steve, 
brother Alfie and sister Maisie. He 
attends Chestnut Lodge school in 
Widnes. Also at the presentation was 
Harry's PE teacher Mark Eccleston 
who won a silver medal for Tennis at 
the Athens Paralympics in 2004. 
 The Helsby Golf Club appeal has 
now donated 277 powered wheel-
chairs and is among the biggest and 
most successful appeals of its kind in 

Golf Club powered wheelchair appeal

the country. Over £800 was raised on 
the day and each wheelchair repre-
sents a life transformed, as Harry and 
his family will testify.

Harry with his PE teacher Paralympic 
medallist Mark Eccleston.

Helsby Bowls host successful junior championships!

The British Crown Green Bowling Association's junior team event was held on 
the greens at Helsby in July. 14 county teams, each squad made up of eight, 
from across England and Wales took part in this fantastic competition that saw 
Wales lift the title after a marathon twelve hour tournament. 

Tennis Round Up 

HELSBY TENNIS CLUB goes from strength 
to strength. We now have 70 full members 
with three teams competing in local leagues 
after a notable absence of competitive tennis 
at the club - two men's teams and a mixed 
team. We also now have two teams playing 
in local leagues for Under 14s and under 16s. 
In addition, social tennis is extremely popular 
including Club Night every Tuesday and jun-
iors and adults coaching sessions on 
Saturdays throughout the year.
 Bill Connell (pictured), our new club coach 
continues to hold the group coaching ses-
sions on Saturdays and individual coaching sessions, by appointment, at very 
reasonable rates. 
 The Club Championships for both Singles and Doubles are well under way 
with several upsets in the first round - the eagerly anticipated Finals Day will 
take place later on in September.
 There was an open tennis session at the Helsby Community Sports Club 
Fun day in July and this was a huge success. Bill Connell was present to help 
youngsters and to set up the "Lobster" ball feeding machine, whilst other 
members held a serving competition and sold cakes to raise funds for the club. 
New members are always welcome - ring 07754 484220 and ask for Cath for 
more information.

John Burke and Kevin Mayhew

Tennis undertaking 

Clubmark

HELSBY TENNIS CLUB is about to 
embark upon the Clubmark accredita-
tion process. The Sport England 
scheme will demonstrate the Tennis 
section's commitment to providing a 
club that is well run, with sound prac-
tices and procedures, and committed 
to providing a safe and fun environ-
ment for children to learn to play 
tennis. Already the Bowls, Football 
and Rugby sections at the Helsby 
Community Sports Club have 
received this quality accreditation. 
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Helsby Parish Councillors

North Ward 
Sylvia Crossley-Jones  723115 
Alan Gardner    722360 
Trish Kidd     725098
Digger Rigby    727036 
Sarah Temple    722181

Central Ward  
Chris Ellams     724409 
Patricia Holder    727384 
Stuart Hulse     724272 
Sam Johnson (Chair)  722297 
Terry O’Neill     723205 

South Ward  
Bill Foster     727392 
Kevin Kennedy    726534 
Susanne MacPherson  722168
George Randles   724775 
Frank Thomas    722179 

Clerk
Jeanette Hughes    726433
Primrose Cottage, Back Lane, 
Alvanley, WA6 9AN

Plans for 50th Celebrations

WE ARE LOOKING to grow Helsby Rugby Club next 
season, our 50th year, so if you are aged between 16 and 
60 you can either turn up for training from 6.30 pm on a 
Wednesday evening or call 07969 000 878 for more 
information. If you can't play, why not come and support 

your local rugby team? 
  Fixtures are displayed on 
Tesco’s fence or available at 
www.helsbyrugby.co.uk. There's 
always a warm welcome in the 
club house for after match drinks 
and we also run an 'all welcome' 
tour once or twice a year.
  The club also offer junior 
teams for all age groups, so 
come and give us a try!

What’s On @ Helsby Community Sports Club

2 October - Copycat Kinks
9 October - Ricky Stone, male vocalist with bingo and raffle

30 October - Lissa, fantastic female vocalist, bingo and raffle
5 November - Family fireworks and family fun fair

6 November - Macca Band, Paul McCartney tribute band
13 November - Matt Shaw as Meatloaf

THIS SUMMER, the longest running 
and most established rugby magazine, 
Rugby World, has recognised Tony's 
Ryder's fantastic efforts at Helsby 
Rugby Club and awarded him the 
'Unsung Hero' award from hundreds of 
entries. Tony Ryder has been a playing 
member of Helsby Rugby club for 42 
years. He captained the 1st team for six 
years, during the height of our success 
when we had four teams playing rugby 
each week. 
 He's been the fixture secretary for 
over 20 years, he cuts and marks the 
pitch for each match, makes sure the 
balls are pumped up and that water is 
available on match day. As if that wasn't 
enough Tony also sorts out the kit 
washing, coaches the first team and 

when required he will play at one of the 
toughest positions on the pitch ‘prop’.
 Mary, his wife, also helps out by 
preparing and serving the after match 
food and puts up with him! 
 As well as a write up in the maga-
zine, Tony has won a seven aside 
playing strip donated by the magazine’s 
sponsors. Helsby Community Sports 
Club, Chairman, Stuart Wilkinson, com-
mented, ‘Tony has carried out every 
role at the club, from Club Captain to 
Groundsman and in the opinion of the 
Committee fully deserves this prestig-
ious award. Let’s hope that he will 
continue to be the cornerstone of the 
club for the next 30 years!’.
 Congratulations Tony and thanks for 
all of your efforts over the years. 

30 Years later

SAVE THE DATE for the 2011 Helsby half marathon! Put 
23 January 2011 in your diaries. Entry will again be online, 
expected to open end of September. This will be the 30th 
running of this fantastic event - we'd be delighted if you 
could help make it a special one.
 An appeal: does anyone have any stories big or small 
from the race? Can you recall something amusing from 
one of the early races? Is there a race that holds a special 
meaning for you? Perhaps you've run the event many 
times and have a story to tell? Or maybe you have some 
photos that you would be happy to share. Please get in 
touch via email to riley.steve@virgin.net.

Ryder Recognised by Helsby Rugby Committee
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