Peel Windfarm rejected - Public Inquiry looms

acter, potential impact on wildlife and
protected species, and unacceptable
noise pollution. It was acknowledged
that the benefits of a renewable energy
development on this site were out

Most residents of Helsby and Frodsham
will be relieved to learn that Cheshire
West and Cheshire’'s (CWAC) Planning
Board voted unanimously to reject Peel
Holdings application to build a windfarm
on the marshes.

At the Board’s meeting on
18 November, representatives
of Helsby Parish Council, Frod-
sham Town Council, Residents
Against the Windfarm (RAW)
Peel Holdings and windfarm ;
supporters were given opportu- EEEE
nity to argue their case.

Helsby News understands
that the basic arguments were
around the balance of benefit
or harm to the community. The
planning authorities grounds for
objection included unacceptable harm
to the Green Belt, unacceptable harm to
the visual amenity and landscape char-
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weighed by the adverse affect on it.
CWAC's objection to the application
places the ball firmly in the court of the

Secretary of State for Energy and Cli-
mate Change, Chris Huhne, who under
the Electricity Act of 1989 must call a
Public Inquiry before any final decision
is made.
In addition CWAC is to ask
the Secretary of State to
~ explore with the Director of
| Public Prosecution whether
i the application is lawful
under the terms of the Wild-
4 life and Countryside Act.
So it seems Round 1 has
§ been won by the Objec-
& tors.... but let's not
celebrate too soon, for the
most recent Public Inquiry
gave us the Incinerator

despite local objections. A
lesson there, no doubt: there are no
certainties about Round 2!

Marj Thoburn

Helsby remembers

A packed St Paul's Church again saw
the residents of Helsby paying their
respects on Remembrance Sunday. At
the War Memorial, the names of the
fallen in the two World Wars were read
out by Rev Saville and wreaths were
laid by local organizations, including
one made by children of Horn's Mill
school.

Fireworks fun

Skies above Helsby were aglow as
Helsby Community Sports Club (HCSC)
held its third fireworks display on 5
November, with over a thousand people
enjoying a fantastic night of fireworks and
raising around £4,000 for the Club.

Chairman Stuart Wilkinson said: “A
massive thanks to everyone who came
and enjoyed the great night. Without help
from many volunteers, the event would
not have been possible. Thanks to those
who assisted behind the bar, cooked and
served food, teas and coffees, collected
money on the gate, parked cars, mar-
shaled, manned the PA system and the
guys who set the fireworks off.” Special
thanks also to Frodsham and Helsby
Rotary Club for their support and to local
concierge service Time Makers of Helsby
(www.time-makers.co.uk) for their kind
sponsorship of the event.

Michelle Pickstock
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Helsby Methodist Church St Paul's Church

" 7:30pm Carol Service

Fri 17 Dec Followed by mince pies and a drink
6.30pm Carol Service
Sun 19 Dec followed by mince pies and mulled wine in
Church Hall
4.00pm Christingle Service . e ;
Christmas The story of the first Christmas with g Lxib mod Cisiingls Seavice
Eve sweets, candles. oranges! . T
Start Christmas with the festive fun event 11:30pm Ridnight Hass

Christ 10.30am Family Celebration 10.00am Christmas Communion

"E)S es Family Senvice for ALL Children (and adults if they wish) invited to

ay Bring a present - share the fun! bring a gift to show the church family

Boxing Day 10.00am Sung Communion

Community Centre kitchen official opening

At the Community Centre in Helsby, the
Hall with associated accommodation is
a popular village venue. But in recent
times its high standards were marred by
a kitchen becoming d|Iap|dated by furni-
ture showing its s

age; hardly sur-|%
prising after over
30 vyears use
dating back to
when the Centre g
was built. Thisf
prompted the
Helsby  Parish§
Council to link upj|
with the Helshy
Community .
Association, the

body managing

the Hall, in seeking a grant towards
refurbishment from WREN (Waste
Recycling Environmental) who adminis-
ters the landfill communities' funds of
Waste Recycling Group Ltd.

So handsome was the grant gener-
ously awarded by WREN that with
some topping up by the Council, the
Association, and the Village Action
Group, all of the kitchen furniture,
together with an
oven and water
boiler, were all
renewed earlier
in the year. In all
= jts splendour, a
ceremonial
¢ opening of the
new kitchen was
arranged for 4
o .Heartfelt thanks
~\were expressed
.. for making the

transformation
possible. Seen here, Richard Smith
(WREN) cutting the ribbon at the open-
ing ceremony watched by Mike
Culverhouse, members of the Commu-
nity Association and Parish Councillors.

Traveller site uncertainty

Helsby News has learned that whilst
CWAC is committed to working proac-
tively to make adequate provision for
Gypsy and Traveller pitches in the Bor-
ough, there is a considerable degree of
uncertainty about the process by which
sites will be identified in the future and
uncertainty about the future availability of
dedicated financial support to make fur-
ther provision on the ground.

The Coalition Government has said it
will withdraw current policy in relation to
planning for Gypsy and Traveller sites
and replace it with new ‘light-touch’ guid-
ance, and there will be fundamental
reforms to the planning system, expected
in November. Top-down targets for Gypsy
and Traveller pitches for each council
area have been withdrawn through the
scrapping of Regional Strategies.

Currently, the best available evidence
on Gypsy and Traveller pitch needs
comes from a sub-regional Gypsy and
Traveller Accommodation Assessment
published in 2007. It is now getting long in
the tooth and is in need of updating, hope-
fully in 2011.

With uncertainty about the availability
of dedicated national funding for Gypsy
and Traveller site provision, CWaC
expect that future provision will be a mat-
ter for local determination, taking into
account evidence of local need. The way
in which pitch provision is made in the
future will be determined by the availabil-
ity of sites and local resources.

Temporary planning permission for
the Towers Lane site runs out in March
2011. It is vital that the Council takes
stock at the moment and fully understand
the implications of these very significant
changes, particularly what they will mean
for how further pitch provision is made.

Fibre broadband plans

Cheshire West and Chester Council are
encouraging rural communities to vote
for fibre broadband. BT has launched a
nationwide survey to see how much
potential demand there is and the sur-
vey, the first of its kind, is running until
31 December enabling communities to
express their desire for the service.
This will help BT identify ‘hot spots’
where demand is high and influence the
company’s future deployment plans. By
participating in the survey, communities
will have the opportunity to make their
voices heard, thereby influencing where
BT decides to deploy the technology.
Make your interest known by visiting
the site and register your communities'
interest at www.bt.com/racetoinfinity.
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We would like to thank everyone
around the village who continue to
contribute and help distribute and

deliver Helsby News.

We definitely couldn’t function

without your support and would
like to wish you all a

very Happy Christmas and a
peaceful New Year!
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Full house

Isn’ it great to see all the shop premises
occupied again in the village centre?
Taking over the largest premises,
‘Under One Roof’ does what it says -
provides all the services needed for
landlords.

From external

repairs, property

maintenance, plumbing & electrical
jobs, right through to soft furnishings.
Andy, Lee and Scott, all local, started
out providing property maintenance for
letting agencies but branched out, pro-
viding all the appropriate services from

the one location in Helsby. And not just
for landlords of course, they do gas
boiler servicing, replace windows and
sell beds and all kinds of floor covering
from the vast showroom.

“Business is good, and local people
have been very welcoming, calling in to
see what we do”, says Scott. They are
having a Christmas raffle - with first
prize of a houseful of carpets. Tickets
are £5 and the date of the draw will be
held on 11 December.

At the other end of the block is a new

sandwich shop, ‘Pips’, run by Phillippa
Mulhollan from Dunham Hill. She and
her husband Mike have years of cater-
ing experience as their last project was
a café on a canal marina near Nant-
wich. Phillippa said she had always
wanted to run a sandwich shop and
when the small unit came empty again,
it was ideal for her purpose. Opening
hours are Monday to Friday 8 am - 2 pm
and on offer are hot breakfast rolls, a
wide selection of cold sandwich fillings,
plus a range of hot paninis and toasties.
All the sauces and marinades are made
on the premises and Phillippa tries to
source her supplies locally if possible.
All ingredients are fresh everyday and,
ably assisted by Elaine and Adele, they
also do take-out platters and will deliver
sandwiches locally on request.

And, of course, driving through the
village you can't help but notice that
there are things afoot at the old Co-op!!!

Barbara Ginty

Determined volunteers saving Greenwood Centre

Following Age Concern Cheshire’s
decision to close all their day centres by
the end of this financial year, Helsby
volunteers and members have not
wavered in their determination to keep
the Greenwood Centre up and running.

Held every Thursday at Springfield
for the past fourteen years, the group
caters for elderly local residents who
value their chance to meet weekly,
enjoy a delicious lunch cooked by vol-
unteers on the premises, and to
exchange news and views and join in
the activities provided.

At present talks are ongoing with
other rural day centres to raise funds
from Cheshire West and Chester
(CWAQC). and with Weaver Vale Hous-
ing Trust for permission to continue to
meet at Springfield. Helsby Parish
Council has offered their support and
ClIr Frank Thomas has agreed to serve
on the new Management Committee.

Rev Margaret Saville (St Paul’'s) and
Rev Steve Santry (Helsby Methodist
Church) have agreed to serve together
with  Emma McGrady (Community
Matron in charge of the housebound)
and Craig Richardson (Head Teacher
Hillside Primary School). Volunteers will
also be represented.

The day to day running of the group
will continue to be carried out by volun-
teers. Once the Age Concern funding
ends the Centre will have to be self-
funding and village support will be
essential.

If you want to find out more, offer
support or get involved in any way then
Biddy Mason is the person to talk to.
01928 724710 or e-mail on
biddyone@talktalk.net. Don’t delay! If
you think this is a valuable village
amenity, please let them know. Once it
closes it will be very difficult to start up
again.

Play park ideas?

Several years ago, Helsby Parish
Council embarked on a program to
refurbish the park next to the parish
field. The programme was designed to
be undertaken in three phases as fund-
ing was obtained from different
sources. The first two phases (to create
a play area for juniors and then tod-
dlers) are complete. The Council is now
starting to think about the third phase
which is to landscape the rest of the
park, in particular the area at the top
end by Chester Road. And we'd like to
know what you think too!

At the moment, the area is mostly
grass with some shrubs remaining in
two crescent- shaped beds. The exist-
ing railings and entrance gates will be
retained (and repainted) and the Coun-
cil is conscious that any future scheme
needs to be low cost and low mainte-
nance. So do you have any ideas for
how you'd like it to look in future?

How about an open grassed area
with picnic tables to turn a quick trip to
the park into a leisurely family after-
noon? Or maybe paths leading to
seating areas where you can enjoy a
peaceful rest in the fresh air? What
about a collection of shrubs to give
interest throughout the year? Do you
think it needs a central feature like an
ornamental tree or a sculpture? Or
maybe you simply have a talent for
garden/landscape design and have
walked through the park thinking “if
only...".

However big or small, please let us
have your ideas by contacting the Par-
ish Clerk on 726433 or e-mall
helsbyparishcouncil@talktalk.net.
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School news

Forest school report

Year 3 children at Horn’s Mill Primary
School have been enjoying a weekly
visit to their Forest School site. Led by
Mrs Williams, they take part in ‘forest
school’ activities to develop not only
environmental awareness, but also
team building, problem solving and
self esteem. They have recently been
learning how to build survival shelters
and having fun abseiling down to their
site.

Horn's Mill football success

Year 5 and 6 girls took part in the
Cheshire Links School Sports Partner-
ship football competition at Frodsham
Leisure Centre. They came first and
will now be taking part in the next
round of the competition at Whitby
Sports and Social Club, Ellesmere
Port. The school is rightly proud of all
the girls who took part who were great
ambassadors for the school. Pictured
below is the winning team.

Hillside School extension

There is a new main entrance now at
Hillside Primary School - following the
completion of the recent building
works. The extension includes a new
office and a visitors' reception area.

Helsby and Frodsham Lions

Members of Helsby and Frodsham
Lions (HFL) recently presented a
cheque to support Cheshire Girl
Guides’ redevelopment of their Petty-
pool Activity Centre. They are seen
here with County Commissioner, Jean
Gosling. Margaret Marsh, Secretary of
HFL makes the presentation.

Be Prepared...to help

1st Helsby Scout Group is looking for adult volunteers to
start a new Cub Scout Pack and a new Beaver Colony.

Scouting has become so popular with
young people in recent years that we
have long waiting lists and often have to
turn youngster away from our doors.

For more information, have a look at the Scout Group’s

website  www.1sthelsbyscouts.org.uk or

gsl@1sthelsbyscouts.org.uk.

by e-mailing

Autumn scenes

It has been reported from all over the world that this Autumn’s leaf show has
been the most colourful for decades. No more so than in Helsby, as these lovely

pictures show!

A winter’s tale...

Don't forget that Helsby Entertainment &
Events Group are presenting the fantas-
tic musical theatre production ‘Forgotten
Fortress’ from Chester’s Theatre in the
Quarter. The event is being held on
Saturday 11 December at 7.30 pm in the
Community Centre. Tickets cost £7.50
and are selling like hot mince pies! Avail-
able from the Post Office, Fearns
Pharmacy or the Library.
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A Welcome to Mr Dowler

Helsby High School's excellent reputa-
tion was well known to new Head
Teacher, John Dowler, long before he
was appointed to the post in Septem-
ber. Born, bred and educated on the
Wirral, Mr Dowler is more than
delighted with his experience of his first
term at the school.

Since graduating from Durham with
a Physics Honours degree, his teach-
ing career has taken him to Consett Co Durham, Neston,
Blacon, St Helen's and for the last 6 years to Hayden Bridge
where he was Head of a Northumbrian state school whose
catchment area was so vast that some of its students were
weekly borders! Coming back nearer to home offers Mr
Dowler a fresh challenge.

“I am finding Helsby High’s reputation well deserved.” Mr
Dowler told Helsby News. “The students are well motivated,
polite and hard working. The tradition of success in the school
comes from having well-qualified and experienced teaching
staff and an enthusiastic support team and of course we are
now reaping the benefits of the building programme”.

Consulting on the High's 2010/11 Development Plan and
clarifying priorities is currently taking up some of his time.
John Dowler believes that a good school is a school which is
always looking to do better, and that developing a self-evalu-
ative approach can create a culture where identifying ways to
improve becomes the norm. There is no doubt that he sees
Helsby High School as a very good school and that his
ambition is to continue to build up its strengths to make it
even better.

Welcome Mr Dowler. There can be no arguing with that.

Marj Thoburn

Welcome to Brian Yorke...

...the new Practice Manager at Helsby

Health Centre. Brian, who lives in Run-

corn, has previously spent 20 years in

banking and finance, mainly with

MBNA in Chester, before becoming

Business Manager at Culcheth High

School in Warrington two years ago.

A keen sportsman, Brian enjoys run-

ning and fitness - had to give up the

football unfortunately - and the rest of

his spare time is centred round his family who live locally.
Whilst this is his first experience of working in the Health
Service, he brings to this role the skills and experience gained
from the business environment in both the public and private
sector and he hopes that will put him in a good position to
ensure that the practice continues to offer great care and
service to their patients.

He is thoroughly looking forward to working in Helsby -he
feels the Health Centre is part of the community and very
much a family environment , and he welcomes the challenge
of helping to lead the practice through the planned changes
in the NHS that the Coalition Government have recently
announced.

Barbara Ginty

Incinerator Update

In August 2009, despite significant local

opposition and a public enquiry, Peel

Holdings were given planning permis-

sion by the Secretary of State to

establish a ‘Resource Recovery Park’

(RRP) on Ince Marshes, including a 95

MW energy from waste facility (incinerator). As well as the
incinerator, the RRP would also contain facilities for recycling
of electrical/electronic equipment, wood/timber and plastics,
and a bioethanol plant to process waste wood products into
industrial ethanol.

Since then, Peel has been busy seeking a partner to
operate the incinerator and develop the rest of the RRP. In
June 2010, a joint venture partnership was announced
between Peel Environmental and Covanta Energy. Covanta
Energy is a USA-based company who operate over 40 waste
plants around the world. They established a UK operation in
2005. At the Ince RRP, Covanta will design, build, own and
operate the incinerator and jointly market the remainder of the
site with Peel Environmental. Preparatory work on the site is
expected to start early next year and construction of the
incinerator itself towards the end of 2011.

So what else may change in the future? In September
2010, Peel announced that instead of the bioethanol plant,
they were proposing to build a 20 MW biomass-fuelled power
station. The plant would consume up to 175,000 tons per year
of recycled wood, virgin timber, energy crops and agricultural
residues to provide electricity for up to 37,000 homes, and
possibly also hot water and steam for local industries. The
revision was prompted by changes to Government subsidy
banding which makes use of waste wood more economically
sustainable. Compared to the original bioethanol plant, this
plant will have taller chimney stacks and a bigger main
building. In addition Covanta are expected to submit a further
planning application for an ash-handling facility.

Peel was required to set up a local liaison committee and
the Ince Resource Recovery Park Community Forum has
been meeting monthly since January this year and comprises
representatives from local councils including Helsby Parish
Council, directors of Peel and Covanta and also officers from
the Environment Agency and CWacC Planning Authority. Fur-
ther details about the Forum, including a link to submit any
questions and comments about the RRP, are available at
www.inceparkcommunityforum.org.

Helsby Hillside Wi

The Helsby Hillside members celebrated their annual Birth-
day Party this year on 19 October, with a trip to Llandudno,
where they had lunch at the Ambassador Hotel. The weather
was beautiful, sunshine and a lovely sea breeze. Most of us
took a bracing walk along the promenade and the pier; the
outing was very enjoyable.

The September speaker was John Richards, a former
airline pilot, he talked about the ‘Mission Aviation Fellowship’
an organization consisting mainly of former airline pilots who
fly to third world countries with food and aid, often following
disasters. Norma Walmsley was the October speaker, with a
talk entitled ‘The Colossus of Roads’. This was a talk with
excellent slides taken while on a trip, with her husband,
touring North America in a large camper van.

Helsby Hillside WI meets on the second Tuesday of ever
month in the Helsby Community Centre, Lower Robin Hood
Lane. Visitors and new members are always welcome.

Barbara Norgain
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| would like to start by thanking all residents, young and old
alike, for making Halloween and Bonfire night a total success
in the village. Both nights were very busy and it was nice to see
people braving the cold weather to trick or treat and watch the
excellent display at the Sports and Social club. | am happy to
report that not a single incident was reported in the Helsby
area over this period which is a terrific improvement on last
year. In the run up to Christmas | would like to remind residents
to make sure that you are not leaving valuables on display and
to take extra care around traffic with the longer darker nights.
I hope everyone has a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Contact me on 0845 458 6393 or by e-mail at
James.Tapley@cheshire.pnn.police.uk.

To report an incident please call 0845 458 0000.
In an emergency always dial 999.

The "Calming Blue Presence" - 4 years on

In 2006, in response to cries from residents that we needed more
visible policing in Helshy, the Parish Council took the decision to
press for our own ‘Bobby on the Beat'. In January 2007 we got our
first Police Community Support Officer (PCSO) aptly named by
retired police officer, ClIr Stuart Hulse “the calming blue presence”
needed to make villagers feel safer. Safer from what? Well, many
will remember complaining that they often found themselves con-
fronted by groups of unruly youngsters, apparently up to no good
and generally making a nuisance of themselves around the village
shops. Anti-social behaviour and underage drinking was a major
concern and there seemed to be trouble every weekend when kids
from other places descended on the village looking for trouble.

Helsby News asked current
PCSO, James Tapley (pictured), who
came into post in March 2009, to tell us
about his experience of working in the
village. When he started there had
been serious vandalism in the village
in the previous month with gangs of 15
or more youths roaming the village,
many of them drunk. Businesses and
residents were fed up with the disruption. James adopted a policy of
getting to know the names and faces of the ‘likely lads’(and lasses).
Sitting on walls talking, kicking a ball around and offering informal
advice about places to meet up, seems to be paying dividends. He
is regularly into Helsby High and has the co-operation of the local
shopkeepers particularly around the selling of alcohol and cigarettes.

“When | first arrived in Helsby | was confiscating alcohol and
taking drunk kids home on a regular basis. This hardly happens now.
The kids now know what they can and can't get away with. | respect
them and they respect me. This Halloween and Bonfire night,
although busy in the village, didn't produce a single call out. Unlike
last year when PC Donna Beswick and | didn't even have time to
have a meal break!”

Interestingly Government forecasts for crime in Helsby this year
were set at an anticipated 115 incidents. To date there have been
only 62. Apparently vandalism by kids, harassing people and dam-
aging property are included in these statistics so | guess we could
say that our PCSO is making a difference. But James is shrewd
enough to know that keeping on top of things and being visible is
what a good ‘calming blue presence’ is all about. He is grateful for
residents’ helpful support and spurred on to continue making his
contribution to making Helshy the place we love to live.

Marj Thoburn

Christmas lights competition hots up!

Winner of the 2009 award for
Best Business Premises Christ-
mas Lights, Suzanne shows off
the cup which she hopes to win
again this year.

Standing outside her hair-
dressing salon ‘Headlines’,
Suzanne told Helsby News that
she faces strong competition
from other village shops! “But |
would love to keep the cup
down this end of the village
again next year!!!” she confided.

Judging for the competition
takes place in December.

St Paul’'s news

Do you remember our plans to make changes in the South Aisle to
give us a more flexible space for worship and social events? Well the
first phase has now been completed. The pews have been removed
and sold at a bargain price, carpet laid and chairs provided to give
us the seating we still need for special services. Do come and have
a look at our achievements, especially over the Christmas period
with our special services coming up. The second phase is to install
a kitchenette which will be hidden from view when not in use - this,
alongside improving the toilet facilities in the Church Hall are on-
going projects.

Our second piece of news is that the new Garden of Remem-
brance for cremated remains was consecrated for use in October.
This is the culmination of three years work in preparing the ground
and negotiating with the Diocese about the use of the land. Our
Working Party worked extremely hard to transform the piece of
waste ground (which for many years had become a dumping ground
for the flowers and wreaths that had been placed on graves) into a
very pleasing area where people will be able to come to remember
their loved ones. We were delighted to welcome the Bishop of
Birkenhead, the Rt Revd Keith Sinclair, to consecrate our new
Garden of Remembrance when we had a lovely little service with a
few members of the congregation and the Working Party.

Reverend Margaret

Rail matters
We have received news that our hopes early in ﬁ)\
the new year of the installation of CIS screens
giving electronic details of the various trains has
received a setback. Cheshire West and Chester
Council were due to make a bid for money from
the ‘Access for All Scheme’ but the Department
for Transport issued a Spending Review notice after the Govern-
ment Comprehensive Spending Review stating that there had to be
an overall spending reduction of 15% in real terms. Councils would
be told before the end of the current year what effect this would have
on grant applications. No news after the public consultation over the
removal of the Barrow Crossings at our local station. Passengers
who previously would have used the Crossings to reach or come
from trains at Platform 2 because of a disability should now contact
Arriva Trains Wales for help. A minimum of 24 hours notice is
needed; call Journey Care Line on 0845 300 3005 between 08.00
and 20.00. A reminder that Senior Rail Cards can be purchased or
renewed from the Cheshire West and Chester Office at Castle Park,
Frodsham. These are available at the reduced price of £18.00.
Frank Thomas
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Helsby History
Bells & holly

First an update on the

National School bell

mentioned in the last

issue of Helsby news.

Jim Lloyd has

unearthed a Helsby &

Manley Church Mag-

azine dated November 1904 in which
Mr Crossland Taylor, Director of BICC
and a church warden, was thanked for
his generous gift of a new bell to the
National School. It is presumably this
bell June Stubbs rescued when the
school was demolished.

Roads and lanes get their names in
many ways; some after geographical
features - e.g. The Rock, Rake Lane,
others after the landowner or builder -
e.g. Bates Lane, Swireford Road.

Bank House

Lane has been

known by

many names

over the years.

The old deeds

to ‘Thornfield’

refer to it as

‘Catten Lane’

and later as ‘Holly Lane’. The Title Map

1845 shows that the field below

"Thornfield’ was called ‘Cotting Greave’

(‘cotting' - belonging to a cottage, and

'greave’ - a thicket). Perhaps ‘Catten’

was a corruption of ‘Cotting’ and ‘Holly’
was associated with the thicket.

In 1845 both the ‘Cotting Greaves’
and ‘Thornfield’ were owned by Samuel
Burgess of Undermount, Chester Road
and occupied by Thomas Blair. The
1861 census refers to ‘Bank House
Lane’ as ‘Blare’s Lane’. The Littler fam-
ily lived at ‘Thornfield’ at the end of the
19th Century and at the beginning of
the 20th Century John Barnes farmed
there.

In his youth Mr Herbert Fletcher
knew ‘Bank House Lane’' as ‘Barnes
Lane’ and later it was known as ‘Barr's
Lane’ when Mr Walter Barr and his
brother-in-law ran a poultry farm at
‘Thornfield’ in the 1920s and 1930s.
According to the Trade Directories of
the time the poultry farm was known as
‘Homefield'.

Nowadays the road is named after
the Grade Il listed, former farm house,
‘Bank House’, but ‘Holly Lane’ is more
Christmassy!

Sue Lorimer and Margaret Mars

h

Victory for Golf Juniors

Helsby Golf Club Juniors
recently beat Runcorn and
Widnes in a series of triangular
matches to bring back the Win-
ner's Shield to the club. Club
Captain Martin  Mann was
delighted at the performance of
the young players, and gave the
junior golfers a huge welcome
on their return with the trophy.

Peter Alliss presents....

Prior to the start of the recent

2010 Ryder Cup, the ‘Voice of

Golf' Peter Alliss presented a

powered wheelchair to Jake

Hudson from Bolton on behalf

of Helsby Golf club. Also

present were Colin Mont-

gomerie, the winning European

team captain and Corey Pavin,

the USA team captain. This is the 278th wheelchair that the Club has provided
and will certainly make a difference to Jake who plays for the wheelchair football
team Bolton Bullets. Jake is pictured directly behind Colin Montgomerie.

30th Shell Four Villages Half Marathon

The Helsby Half, as it affectionately known, has grown in both runner numbers and
stature since its inception in 1982. That year saw around 100 runners attending the
inaugural event, while today, even with an entry limit of 2,000, the number of entries
exceeds the race capacity. Starting as a local BICC fun run, the race was inspired
by the first London Marathon (1981), as well as to raise money to send a terminally
ill local lad on the trip of a life-time to Disney Land. The intention of the race has
always been focused on fund raising for local charities and other good causes.

On January 23 2011, 2,000 competitors will take part in the 30th Shell Half
Marathon .The race this year is scheduled to be the first of the Cheshire Grand Prix
series of 2011 and will feature some of the county's top runners, as well as elite
amateur runners from further afield.

Helsby Running Club would like to thank all the members of Helsby Community
Sports Club and the volunteers from many local community groups who work so
hard to make this event hap-
pen. Finally we would like to
thank our sponsors - Shell,
Asics, Running Bear - for the
support they give the race and
our community. We have also
enjoyed the support of local
businesses such as The Helsby
Arms and Frodsham Brewery.
Last year we donated over
£6,000 to local charities and
good causes, many of whom
helped out on the day, making
the Shell Four Villages Half
Marathon a truly local commu-

Bobby Charlton presenting the first trophy to nity event.

M Edwards with chairman Richard Scott .
Betty Grieve
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Helsby Rugby host annual Tag Tournament

JUNIOR pupils from local primary schools recently took part
in a tag rugby competition at Helsby Community Sports Club.
Norley C of E Primary School were overall winners which
featured teams of four girls and four boys in 10-minute match-
es. Helsby Hillside finished a close second.

Organiser Maxine Walker, Helsby High School sports
coordinator, said “It was a huge success thanks to all the
schools participating and the efforts of the club coaches.” She
continued, “Tag rugby is an excellent game for children of all
abilities. It develops the children’s sense of team work and
fair play from a very early age. The rugby club’s involvement
with the sports partnership has been first class in promoting
and developing the game. We hope to continue with the

excellent links with Helsby Rugby Club by inviting the year
three and four children to play in a tournament next year.”
Helsby Rugby Club members John Kimpton, Terry
O’'Neill, Richard Owen and Rugby Development Officer Chris
Hughes refereed the matches. All children are welcome to
take part in Helsby Rugby Club’s Sunday training sessions at
Helsby Community Sports Club from 10.30 am - noon.

It's back - 100 Club

Helsby Tennis Club is re-launching its successful 100 Club,
with the first draw taking place this month. Costing just £15

a year, it's open to the first 100 people to register and lucky
winners can win one of three cash prizes each month. If you
want to join, please go to the Helsby Tennis Club Facebook
page or call 07754 484220 and leave your details.

Tremendous tennis

Helsby Tennis club is going from
strength to strength under LTA coach
Bill Connell's expert guidance. Bill
coaches juniors on Saturday mornings
and Wednesday evenings and has
teams playing in local junior leagues.

Bill also coaches adults - group ses-
sions on Saturday afternoons (only £6
per person or £4 for members from 2
pm to 4 pm) and individual sessions by
arrangement. He charges £13.50 per
hour for an individual lesson or £10 per
player if two friends come together.

If you're looking for a different
Christmas present, Bill is offering a 3 x
1 hour coaching gift card for £40 - the
sessions will be held at mutually con-
venient times at Helsby Tennis Club
and are available to either members or
non-members. Bill is very happy to
coach expert players, improvers or total
beginners. Bill provides all equipment
(including racquets, if needed) at no
extra charge. Bill can be contacted on

New Brewery, New Members

New coolers and pumps have recently
been installed at Helsby Community
Sports Club thanks to a deal with
Carlsberg, resulting in a wider choice of
lagers and bitters being served. To
launch the changes the club held a
successful weekend of celebrations,
including drinks promotions, incentives
to bring new members and guests
along, a free prize draw sponsored by
the new brewery, and a fantastic night
of live music when Matt Shaw, ‘Stars in
Their Eye’s’ winner, performed a fabu-
lous Meatloaf tribute.

As well as a well stocked bar and a
busy sports and entertainment pro-
gramme, HCSC also shows most
football and rugby games through sky
sports on the big screen.

If you fancy knowing a bit more
about what events and entertainment
take place at the club, or the wide vari-
ety of sports on offer, call on 01928
722267 after 7 pm weeknights (and 12

Helsby Parish Councillors

North Ward

Sylvia Crossley-Jones 723115
Alan Gardner 722360
Digger Rigby 727036
Trish Robertson 725098
Sarah Temple 722181
Central Ward

Chris Ellams 724409
Patricia Holder 727384
Stuart Hulse 724272
Sam Johnson (Chair) 722297
Terry O’Neill 723205
South Ward

Bill Foster 727392
Kevin Kennedy 726534
Susanne MacPherson 722168
George Randles 724775
Frank Thomas 722179
Clerk

Jeanette Hughes 726433

Primrose Cottage, Back Lane,

07710 103086 or e-mailed at | noon weekends).
bill9445@hotmail.com. Alvanley, WAG 9AN
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