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In June 1977 Helsby had a terrific fancy dress parade,
held street parties and crowned a Rose Queen, all in
celebration of the Queen's 25th Jubilee. Those of us who
are long in the tooth remember it as a day filled with fun
and pride.

Come on Helshy!

The question is, with the Diamond Jubilee 2012 fast .48

approaching and celebrations being planned across the
nation, can Helsby rise again to the challenge?

If we all get behind the newly formed organising com-
mittee we can make it a great day for all of us to

remember. Such days make lasting memories for our M

children.

Marj Thoburn

Saturday 2 June 2012 is the BIG DAY

If your street, club, school, group hasn't already
now's the time to put your hand up and say "count u
Contact Terry O'Neill on 723205 or Jeanette Hughes

interest. Or just turn up at the next meeting of th

got involved,
sin".
on 726433 to register

e committee,

30 June, 7-9 pm in the Community Centre.

Yet more Traveller tales!

Helsby News has learnt that there was uproar at a recent Chesh-
ire West & Chester (CWAC) planning meeting when residents of
Dunham Hill heard that temporary permission for 2 years had
been granted for 3 pitches for travellers on land associated with
a bungalow at the Helsby entrance to Dunham. This mirrors the
decision for the site near Helsby Golf Club.

More importantly, we are told, the very next day there was a
further application for 14 pitches on land behind the house next
door! All on Green Belt land of course and with major implica-
tions for Helsby if permission is granted, as there is no longer a
school in Dunham Hill.

CWAC is reported to be producing a list of identified travel-
lers’ sites this summer followed by public consultations.
However, local residents are none too pleased with CWAC's
performance in this matter - look out for the forthcoming petition!

Marj Thoburn
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How mean do you get to steal plants from village
tubs planted by generous residents?

Well, there is some-
one in the village
doing just that. It's
not kids or vandals
but someone, out at
night, with a trowel ==
deliberately raiding
the new planters
outside the shops.
Shame on you [

Cheap Jack thief steals from planters

when you read this!

News is supported by Helsby Parish Council
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Contact the Editors on 724848 / 722304 to get your event listed!
June
Sun 26 ‘Chinese Banquet at Delamere Fortune Palace’,
Friends of St Paul’s, £20
July
Sat 2 Strawberry Tea, St Paul's Church Hall, 3.30 pm
Sun 17 Fireflies Concert [Ladies Choir], St Paul's Church, 7.30 pm
Tues 19 Tea Afternoon, Foxhill Conference Centre,
Tarvin Road, 2.30 to 4 pm
October
Weds 19 Concert with Music and Singing - more details to follow!

Have your say at the Parish Council Surgeries
Helsby Community Centre 10 am - 12 noon
z Saturdays 2 July, 6 August and 3 September

Wind Farm Windfall?

Following due proc-

ess, Peel Holdings'

application to build

wind turbines on the

Helsby & Frodsham

marshes is currently

with the Secretary of

State and a decision is not expected

until sometime next year. Presumably

recognising the validity of the strong

local opposition voiced to this plan,

Peel Holdings subsequently offered

to establish a fund that may become

available should the Frodsham

Marshes Wind Farm go ahead. The

amount involved would be calculated

on the size of the completed wind

farm. Figures in the region of £1,500-

£2,000 per megawatt of installed

capacity have been mentioned -

meaning that the proposed 60 MW

wind farm could result in a potential
fund of £120,000.

This Community Benefit Fund

would cover Frodsham, Helsby,

Elton, Dunham Hill, Hapsford, Ince,

Alvanley and Sutton Weaver and in
order for individual residents to take
the time to put across their thoughts
and aims for community activity,
focus groups were held in Frodsham,
Helsby and Elton in June.

It has been made very clear to all
parties involved that this offer of fund-
ing would not influence any decision
made by the authorities and could not
be taken as any kind of tacit agree-
ment to the scheme. It is also
understood that the Fund (remember
an exact figure has yet to be offered)
would be released over 25 years, and
with such a large community area
involved, it would have to be a very
large pot to avoid being spread very
thinly across the seven towns and
villages.

If you want to voice your opinion
on the use for funding made available
by Peel Holdings, this is your opportu-
nity so have your say. Online
questionnaires are available at
www.surveymonkey.com/s/frodsham
marshes with the deadline of 24 June.

Barbara Ginty
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Helsby News Needs You!

Anyone interested in helping to
deliver Helsby News around the vil-
lage? Contact the editorial team to
discuss available routes!

We'd also like to hear from anyone
with web design and/or development
skills to help us get our Helsby News
website off the ground.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Village ‘Best Kept’ Awards
Spruce up those
front gardens, shop
premises - Helsby
Parish  Councillors
will be judging them
during the summer
months.
Certificates are
awarded for 1st, 2nd & 3rd prizes and
the winner of each award category
gets a trophy to keep. The presenta-
tions are awarded during the October
Parish Council meeting and the cate-
gories are front gardens in North
Ward, Central Ward & South Ward,
shop premises and business premis-
es.

Rock ePetition update
56 people signed
the Rock speed
restriction ePetition
which closed 21
May 2011. Once
closed it was auto-
matically submitted
to CWAC’s Democratic Services. In
the same way as a paper petition,
signatories receive an acknowledge-
ment within 10 working days.

Anyone can present an e-petition
to a meeting of the council. Contact
Democratic Services using the con-
tact details below to learn more.
Democratic Services can be con-
tacted on 01244 975970 or email
democraticservices@cheshirewesta
ndchester.gov.uk.

No Listed Building Status for
Robin Hood

The application
to have the Robin
Hood added to
the List of Build-
ings of Special
Architectural or
Historic Interest has been turned
down after English Heritage made its
recommendation to the Minister for
Tourism and Heritage.

In citing the reasons for the deci-
sion, English Heritage stated: "that
while The Robin Hood Inn is of local
interest for the quality and relative
intactness of its main elevation, which
makes a positive contribution to the
street scene, it is however too altered
as a whole to be of special interest
within the national context. It is there-
fore not recommended for
designation”.
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Marvellous entertainment on your doorstep!

What a good show! Excellent choice by members of the
Helsby Entertainment & Events Group, who presented
'Lark Rise to Candleford', performed by the New Perspec-
tives Theatre Company - in the Community Centre during
May.

All about rural
life in Oxfordshire
in the late 1890s,
and performed by
just three actors
with only 2 props §
- an old and large
pine table and a |
metal trunk! But
how talented and
versatile they
were. Each of the actors played at least two musical
instruments, sang and danced and told tales of the lives of
country folk in a small farming community. It was funny,
sad, lively - and totally absorbing. The finale, when they
turned the table into a cart to ride into Candleford was
wonderfully unexpected. Working in conjunction with
CW&C Council and Rural Touring Arts, the New Perspec-
tives Theatre Company has about 6 plays in its repertoire,
read more on their website www.newperspectives.co.uk.

Barbara Ginty
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Local Business Wins National Award

After only his first full year of trading, Martin Howe was
recently awarded the prestigious honour of Franchisee
of the Year.

7l @ Dog Wash 1

aders in mobile dog grooming

The lo

His Helsby-based franchise is Dial A Dog Wash, the
country's largest mobile dog grooming company with

over 140 franchised member businesses, which
grooms more than 300,000 dogs each year and pro-
vides a unique doorstep service to dog owners.

STOP.PRESS

Beware of phone calls from a ‘Microsoft’ employee
either offering a free overhaul of the computer or claim-
ing that your computer is already infected with a virus
The caller then seeks to be allowed remote access to

your computer when he finds ‘problems’ which he can
rectify for a fee, payment by card. Neither of these
claims is true: Microsoft cannot possibly know if your
computer is infected or not. This is a scam to get
access to credit/debit card details. Please be warned!

Helsby Greenwood Club Needs You

As mentioned in the Spring edition of the Helsby News,
Helsby Greenwood Club has had to move out of Spring-
field, which has been our home for the past fourteen years.
As Weaver Vale Housing Trust has still made no decision
about their future plans, it looks as if St. Paul's Church Hall
will be our home for the foreseeable future.

Age Concern UK have now handed over to Rural
Community Services and start up money has been pro-
vided by CwWaC, so fully insured and under new
management only one problem is really pressing. We are
in desperate need of more VOLUNTEERS.

If you enjoy meeting people, having a chat and a laugh,
going out on trips, playing games and having fun, Green-
wood needs you. If your skills extend to driving, cooking,
taking photographs, singing or playing, talking about a
holiday or a hobby or making things then you would be
equally at home.

It need not be all day though the lunches are delicious!
Some people come for a morning or an afternoon, once a
fortnight or once a month. No one is expected to come
every week. We have a weekly rota of volunteers and can
cover for each other, as with most village events.

A lot of hard work has gone into forming the new
company and setting up our own local management com-
mittee so that this village amenity can carry on. Our
concern now is that we may have to close not because of
lack of money, lack of members or suitable premises but
because we do not have enough VOLUNTEERS to help
with the day to day running.

If you feel you can help or you know of someone who
might be interested, please get in touch with Biddy Mason
on 01928 724710 or e-mail biddyone@talktalk.net or call
in on a Thursday and meet the members. You'll get a
warm welcome and the offer of a hot drink!!

Biddy Mason

Chris Ellams - New Parish Council Chairman

If anyone has the creden-
tials to know Helsby well it
has to be Chris Ellams, the
new Chairman of the Parish
Council, for Chris was born
in Helsby and has lived in
the village all of his life.

Wife Jean, a special |
needs teacher, comes from
Frodsham and his now
grown up daughters were
pupils at Helsby High
School. Chris became a
Parish Councillor for Cen-
tral Ward in 2006, taking a
particular interest in Helsby Village Action and the Railway
Users groups. His professional skills in IT, from his job
with Fujitsu, have benefited the Parish website where he
is web master.

During his year in office Chris hopes to see completion
of the final stage of the park project and will continue to
press for action on the parking issues in the village. He is
particularly keen to find ways of encouraging more resi-
dent participation in Parish matters and meetings in the
run up to the Queen's Jubilee in 2012.

Marj Thoburn
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Hillside Celebrates Links with South Africa Come and Sing

Helsby Hillside Primary School cele-
brated its links with two schools in
Capetown with a week of international
activities including African Drumming
workshops and lessons in Xhosa. the
language spoken at Enkululekweni Pri-
mary, one of the link schools.

Craig Richardson, Headteacher, told
Helsby News, "Developing the interna-
tional dimension in school, and
particularly our links with our friends in
Capetown, has given our students a
real sense of how they form part of a
global community. An awareness of
how other people live, their culture, life- §=
style and beliefs is really important and
helps our children understand their role
in the world of the future."

The links with South Africa are an
important part of the school's efforts as
they work towards the International School Award which they hope to achieve

For the last three years a group of
singers has prepared a number of
carols to sing at the carol service in St
Paul's Church at Christmas. This year
the group is planning an extra project:
learning some music for a concert in
Church on Wednesday 19 October.

plrg
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The Come and Sing group would like
to invite anyone in the village to join in

for this concert. You do not have to
read music or be a member of the

later this year.

Hillside and Helsby High are looking forward to working more closely
together in the future, including sharing a foreign language teaching assistant
to support the teaching of French across the two schools.

Fearns modernisation

Fearns Pharmacy, Britannia Road, is
pleased to announce that its modern-
isation plans are almost complete.
After 18 years ownership, which
seems like the blink of an eye to me,’'
said Joe, 'my successor and eldest
son, Michael, now a qualified phar-
macist and manager, had sensitively
pointed out that both the building and
| have dated. | had not noticed, but a
good look around and in the mirror
proved him right. What a blow!"

So, a team of builders, led by Joe's
youngest son, Ben, set about a com-
plete renovation of the shop, with all
of the enthusiasm of youth.

Carrying out the work while over-
lapping the busy routine of the shop
proved difficult and stressful for the
staff, but the resulting new fixtures
and fittings made it worthwhile. As
Joe said, 'this should improve the
efficiency of our service, but most

importantly, | believe that we have
enhanced the warm, friendly atmos-
phere which has always been a
feature of our pharmacy.’'

There are now two consultation
rooms. One is for the pharmacy staff's
use, providing an area for private
matters and the weight-management
service. The second will be used by
other professions to provide a range
of part-time services. Already an opti-
cian is prepared to join the team, and
plans are being made for others such
as physiotherapists and chiropodists.
Sadly, the completion of the renova-
tion has coincided with the news that
Tesco plans to open an in-store phar-
macy. This is particularly upsetting as
the Parish Council gave permission
for Tesco to be built on the under-
standing that they would neither have
a post office nor pharmacy. This is
recorded in the Minutes of a relevant
meeting attended by Brookhouse, the
owners of the land and the building
which Tesco rents . The Parish Coun-
cil designed this agreement to
minimise the impact on existing serv-
ices and preserve some of the
traditional hubs of the community
spirit. Helsby has had an independent
pharmacy for longer than most can
remember, and now the old saying
"use it or lose it" has never been more
appropriate. One last word from Joe -
‘We look forward to the continued
support of our regulars'.

Barbara Ginty

congregation, just interested in meet-
ing with other singers for six weeks to
prepare for a concert. The music will
be simple to sing and will include
pieces by Vaughan Williams, Carl
Jenkins, jazz and some African
music; the evening will be comple-
mented by some solo performances.
If you are interested contact Gary
O'Neill on 723327 or simply come to
one of the rehearsals which are in St
Paul's church on Thursday evenings
from 8.00pm starting on 1 September.

Helsby Village Society

This year, after a pub lunch, mem-
bers of the Helsby Village Society
enjoyed a visit to Jodrel Bank for
their annual outing. HVS will open
again on 29th September 2011,
as usual in the Community Centre
at 7.30pm. The programme for
the rest of this year will be as fol-
lows:

September Dr R Dutton on the
Eden Project.
Mr John Holland on

Owls

November Mr Ray Milne on

Cheshire Lowland Search and

Rescue

December is our Christmas

Social, members only.

October

New members are always wel-
come, joining fees £2.00. Entry,
inc. refreshments £1 per evening.

Please just come along or
phone 723886 or 722556 for more
information.
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Helsby Footpath Society Bloomin® sellout

The Vilage Produce Assocation
(VPA) annual plant sale was held at
Helsby Community Centre on Satur-
day 21st May and started at 10am,
finishing at midday. Nearly two hun-
dred people came and by 11 o'clock
the big rush was over. By midday
almost everything had been sold.
Thanks to those who gave vegetable
and herbaceous plants, those who

The walk covering the southern part of Helsby (part of the Frodsham Festival
of Walks) this year was on Easter Saturday when many people were away but
was nevertheless very successful with thirty-six taking part.

The group divided into two and Sue Lorimer led the first party and Mike
Culverhouse the second. Everyone seemed to enjoy the occasion, the weather
smiled upon us, and some people finished off the occasion looking at the

photos on the walls in
the Community Centre.
A number of members

met on Saturday 26th
March at F/path No. 15
(Bates Lane) to replace
two old stiles. The new
ones (gates) were pro-
vided by the Public
Rights of Way (part of
CW&C Council) and a
local farmer Mr Dixon
stored them for us until
we were ready to use
them. The work took
some four hours and
was successfully com-

Alan Lea and Steve Smith working on the top gate pleted.

helped and those who came and
bought.

Library events

Helsby Library has lots of events and
improved services for you this sum-
mer! The Library is part of the UK
Online Centre scheme, with begin-
ners IT, aimed at people new to
computers and the internet. Here you
get support and help from Library
staff to make the most of internet
use, and it is completely free!

There are Trace your Ancestry
sessions on alternate Tuesday morn-
ings and a new Book Group, meeting
in the library on the 3rd Tuesday of
the month, 5.30 - 7pm. Please con-
tact the library to book a place. If you

need to apply for a blue badge, con-
cessionary bus pass or railcard you
can now do so at Helsby Library.
For children, weekly story and rhyme
times on Monday and Wednesday
mornings at 11.00am, aimed at
under 5s, and also the Library is
hosting the bookstart bookcraw! for
under 5s. Beautiful certificates
designed by leading children's book
illustraters are awarded for every 4
visits to the library.

Roll up, roll up for Circus Stars,
the Summer Reading Challenge
2011! Sign up for the Summer Read-
ing Challenge at your library during
the school holidays - it's FREE - and

you'll get a stage set and stickers to
start you off. As you read your way
through six books, you help the Cir-
cus Stars progress through Practice
and Rehearsal to their ultimate goal
- Showtime!

Remember it's FREE to join the
library. You can borrow up to 20
items - books, DVDs, Wii and Nin-
tendo DS games, AND free internet
use for an hour every day for library
members. Your local library is
Helsby Library, Lower Robin Hood
Lane - next to the Health Centre.
Telephone no. 01928 724659 email
helsby.library@cheshirewestandch
ester.gov.uk.

Hornsmill School news

Pictured right are grandparents who were recently invited into school
to share a special lunch with their grandchildren. Many commented
on how different school dinners were and how they had changed
from their own school days!

Meanwhile, to commemorate the
Royal Wedding the whole school and
pre school had a street party celebra-
tion (pictured left).
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I'm pleased to report that the last few
months have been very good to Helsby,
with very few incidents of Anti Social
Behaviour being reported to me. A big
thank you to all the youngsters in the
village. | have been conducting several
traffic enforcement days in random loca-
tions in Helsby and have been very
successful in catching speeding motor-
ists, people not wearing seatbelts and
using mobile phones. | don't enjoy giv-
ing tickets to Helsby residents, however
the success of the operations tells me
there is an issue so | will be around!

With the summer holidays fast
approaching we have all our usual Anti
Social Behaviour measures in place but if
last year's figures are anything to go by
then | am confident of a good peaceful
summer for us all. Inspector Hodgson tells
me that we have recently solved some
historic burglaries in the Helshy area but
asks residents to remain vigilant over the
holiday period.

There has been a slight increase in
burglaries in the area so if you are going
away on holiday it may be an idea to let
your next door neighbour or nearest home
watch coordinator know. As always
please report any suspicious people or
vehicles you may see to me.

STOP PRESS
| recently had a day in Northwich Magis-
trates Court over a disputed parking
ticket from Lodge Hollow / Station Ave-
nue. | am pleased to report that
magistrates supported my ticketing
standard and dismissed the appeal.

You can contact me on 0845 458
6393 or by emailing me at
James.Tapley@cheshire.pnn.poli
ce.uk. To report an incident (eg

nuisance youths, suspicious per-
sons) or for immediate police
attention call 0845 458 0000. In an
emergency always dial 999.

Historical Helshy

Crawford's Holiday & Rest Home

In the 1950s, two houses in Vicarage
Lane, 'The Mount' and 'Birdhirst'
exchanged names. Thus the house now
known as 'Birdhirst' was originally called
‘The Mount' and was built in 1891 by
James White, a Colour, Oil and Tallow
Merchant from Huntley, Glos, who lived at
"Helsby House", Chester Road.

‘The Mount' was built on land leased
from the Marquis of Cholmondeley. At the
time James White thought he also had an
option to lease or buy a section of land
called "Stackyards" on Chester Road,
which would give him access to the new
house from the Turnpike. However the
Marquis of Cholmondeley must have
reneged on the deal, as evidenced by
documents in Chester Records Office,
because access to the property is via
Vicarage Lane and to the rear of the prop-
erty.

In  1910/11, James White built
"Birdhirst" (adjacent to 'The Mount’} and
moved there, and 'The Mount' was sold to
William Crawford & Sons, Biscuit Manu-
facturers. On his retirement, James
Crawford gave the house to be used as a
Holiday and Rest Home for Crawford’s
female employees which opened in July
1911. It was ‘a haven of rest and peace'.
The girls enjoyed walking on Helsby and
Frodsham Hills and trips to Chester by
pony and trap. The Crawford girls, coming

Photo of "The Crawford Girls 1918"
courtesy of Liverpool Records Office.

from the city of Liverpool, were much
more worldly than the local girls and |
understand they were not popular except
with the local boys.

The Helsby Home was managed by
Matrons/Superintendants, who oversaw
the girls' material needs and "by their
example, created a real Christian atmos-
phere". They were: Miss Mather 1911;
Miss Eva Mathieson 1914-1918; and Miss
George 1918-1937.

The Mount" employed a gardener, Mr
Perkins, who lived in "Mostyn Cottage",
Robin Hood Lane (the old Robin Hood
pub) and his daughter. Madge Kirkham,
recalls having to keep Miss George com-
pany overnight when Miss George was by
herself at "The Mount". On Miss George's
retirement in 1937, Crawford's Holiday
and Rest Home in Helsby closed and the
girls went to the Girls Friendly Society
Home in Southport. Sometime during
Miss George's time as a Matron, the
house took in Austrian Refugees.

Miss George and refugees from Austri

Unfortunately the photo, given by
Joan Garner, is undated, although I
assume the refugees were from the 1st
World War, and thus it is early in Miss
George's tenure. If you can throw any
light on this, or have any other information
on Crawfords, please '‘phone me on
725227.

Sue Lorimer

a

Rail matters

There is good and bad news for our
local station for this edition of Helsby
News.

In March the Department for
Transport (DfT) finally made a deci-
sion on the removal of the Barrow
Crossings, which were removed two
and a half years ago. They decided
that the consultation process replies
had not convinced them to order the
re-instating of the Crossings mainly
on safety grounds. The North Chesh-
ire Rail Users' Group are very
disappointed at this decision but Pas-
senger Focus has agreed to ask the
DfT to reconsider their decision on
the grounds that there is only one
entrance to the station and a consid-
erable number of passengers were
not able to climb the steps of the
bridge to the three other platforms.

The good news is that Arriva
Trains Wales has decided to include
Helsby and Frodsham stations in their
scheme to install Customer Informa-
tion Screens (CIS) which is due to
start in October this year. This means
that the screens should be up and
operating by March next year at the
latest. CWaC had indicated that they
would apply for Government grant
funding in the middle of next year.
When the work is completed passen-
gers will be able to see the progress
of the train they hope to travel on.

Frank Thomas
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High School Basketball

Both the U15 and U16 basketball
teams from Helsby High School
reached the Final Fours of the Eng-
land Basketball Schools Premier
Competition held in Nottingham on
the 14th and 15th of May.

After an unbeaten regular season,
the U16s narrowly lost 72-70, to Bark-
ing Abbey (London), recently
announced as Great Britain's first
Regional Institute of Basketball and

home to 25% of all 2010 National
Team players.

Paul Park (Head Coach and Head
of PE) said: "All the players, at all
levels, were an absolute credit to
themselves, the school and their fam-
ilies. Both on and off the court
throughout the year, the boys have
shown great commitment, determina-
tion and selflessness and the Ul6s
were desperately unlucky not to come
away as National Champions again
against an excellent team made up of

players from all over the South of
England and even Europe."

Helsby Golf Club Ladies run their "Race for Life"

Jackie Eve and Ruth Met-
calfe, both members at
Helsby Golf Club turned
their hand to another skill
lately when they put on
their running shoes and
ran in the 5km "Race for
Life" at Delamere Forest.
Neither are regular run-
ners, but having followed a
strict 12 week training
plan, they were delighted
to achieve their personal
targets whilst raising at
least £270 for the Breast
Cancer charity.

Jackie & Ruth with their meddlsinfo@helsbysports.com.

Helsby Rugby presents...

Helsby RUFC
recent end of sea-
sons presentations
saw Clubman of
the Year awarded
to Terry O'Neill,
Most Improved
Player to Keele
Dunbar and the
youngest ever
Player's Player of
the Year to Luke
Ryder (pictured).
Well done to
them all. Next season Helsby is hoping to
start a second team, for more details email

Pyke Cup

Helshy Football Club was originally formed as long ago as 1895
under the name Helsby Town F.C. Local records show a victori-
ous Helsby returning to the village railway station after winning
the Liverpool County Cup in 1905.

British Insulated Callenders Cables (BICC) established a
manufacturing site in Helsby during the 1920s, and Helsby Town
then merged with the cable works team to become Helsby BI.
Helsby Bl were admitted to the West Cheshire League in 1936,
and the team made an immediate impression, completing the
season in 3rd place and reaching the final of the prestigious Pyke
Cup. After a drawn first game against Buckley Town, Helshy
emerged triumphant in the replay.

Do you recognise any of the faces in the pictuoenfl 9367

Please email info@helsbysports.com or ring 078566Y1.

A roaring success!

Helsby & Frodsham Lions visited Alvanley Cricket Club dur-
ing their Junior Practice evening to see them in action. One
of the key pieces of equipment used for coaching the juniors
is the automated bowling machine. This has recently been
repaired, at great cost, and required new bowling balls spe-
cific to the machine. The Lions presented the Cricket Club
with a cheque to
help  purchase
them. It was
good to see the
young cricketers
in action, their
ages ranging
from 9 to 13
years old and
including several

young girls.
Helsby & Frod-
sham Lions

meet on the 1st

Wednesday of

each month at

7.30 pm in the

Railway Inn and Left to right the cricketers are Bethan Pode,

would welcome Alistair Grant, Jack Bailes and Harry Strudwick.
anyone inter- Behind are Helsby & Frodsham Lions David El-
ested in coming liott, Judy Stewart and Margaret Marsh with Al-
to join them. vanley Cricket Club Chairman Chris Fletcher.
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Development Update - Moving forward

Members at Cheshire West and Chester Council (CWAC)
have recently voted in favour of granting planning permis-
sion to allow houses to be built on the Helsby Community
Sports Club's current Chester Road site, thus bringing the
Club's intended move to the Mere's Edge site in Helsby
one step closer. The agreement is still subject to a satis-
factory Section 106 agreement in conjunction with the
Club, CWAC and developer Brookhouse.

It's been a long process which the Development team
anticipated way back in 2006 when the initial plans were
drawn up, but the go ahead of this enabling development
moves the process considerably closer to its final realisa-
tion of a very exciting community project for Helsby and
the whole of the surrounding area.

It is the Club's intention to build a purpose built club-
house, with sports hall, much improved changing rooms,

function room, gym, meeting rooms and Parish Clerk's
office at Mere's Edge, along with additional external sport-
ing facilities, including football and rugby pitches and
training pitches, tennis courts, bowling greens, fishing
pools and Multi Utility Games Area (aka as MUGA). Watch
this space for more news soon.

Michelle Pickstock

Helsby Running Club News

The Helsby Running Club and Andy Robinson organised
the first Sandstone Trail Ultra Marathon Challenge in five
years!!l More than 100 runners and walkers took up the
challenge on Saturday 21 May.

Starting in Whitchurch, the course followed the Sand-
stone Trail Ridge for 33 miles finishing at Frodsham

Community Centre. Helsby Running Club champion, Adair
Broughton, finished in just over four hours breaking the
former record by just under 40 minutes.Walkers of all ages
took up to 12 hours to reach the finish line at Frodsham
Community Centre, where they were greeted by cheering
crowds and a pie and pea supper for their hard work.

Scottish Islands Peak Race

Silver surfers Jackie Keasley, Trevor Murphy and Phil
Gillard, sailed 160 miles aboard Yacht Josephine, ran 61
miles and climbed 1400 feet to finish 28th out of a field of
39 in the running and 26th out of 43 in the sailing!!!

Never too old!
Helsby Running Club’s Joe Beswick,
obtained two championship records in
the Northern Veteran's Track & Field
Championships held at Leigh Sports
Village on 16 May 2011. His records
were obtained in the Javelin and Dis-
cus for his age category - Male over
80!

Betty Grieve

4 N

It is with great regret that the Helsby Community
Sports Club announces it will not be holding its annual
Family Fun Day this year.

It is hoped that the event will be back next year as
part of the village Diamond Jubilee celebrations and
then annually thereafter. Unfortunately this year, due
to a very limited number of over-stretched volunteers,
the Club does not have the capacity to ensure a safe
and successful event. Note that the annual village
fireworks event will go ahead as usual in November.

Cancellation of Family Fun Day

Helsby Parish Council

North Ward Central Ward South Ward

Sylvia Crossley-Jones 723115 Chris Ellams (Chair) 724409 Bill Foster 727392
Alan Gardner 722360 Stuart Hulse 724272 Susanne MacPherson 722168
Patricia Holder 727384 Sam Johnson 722297 George Randles 724775
Kevin Kennedy 726534 Andy MacPherson 722168 Digger Rigby 727036
Sarah Temple 722181 Terry O’Neill 723205 Frank Thomas 722179

Clerk Jeanette Hughes 726433, Primrose Cottage, Back Lane, Alvanley, WA6 9AN
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