Helsby Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 23RD FEBRUARY 09 AT 7.11PM IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM

Present:

Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Chairman

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Vice-Chair
Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Alan Gardner


Cllr. Sam Johnson




Cllr. Kevin Kennedy – substituting for Cllr. George Randles

Cllr. Chris Ellams – substituting for Cllr. George Porter

In attendance:

Cllr. Susanne MacPherson

Mr Andrew MacPherson

1. PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – E01/09.

There being no matters brought to the committee’s attention it was proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – E02/09.

2. APOLOGIES: received and accepted from Cllrs. Randles and Porter.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: none.

4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 15TH DEC 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Ellams, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 15th Dec 08 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – E03/09.
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

5.1 Village Clock – Helsby Spice building.  Cllrs. Hulse and O’Neill had spoken with the manger who gave assurance that there was no asbestos present in the clock housing or area surrounding said clock.  Action – Clerk to write to J B Joyce of Whitchurch to inform them that no asbestos was present in the area in which their employees would be working.
5.2 Purchase and installation of new Christmas Illuminations for the 2009 display.  The Parish Council had instructed Cheshire County Council to purchase / install control gear on Lighting Column No’s 45, 46 & 47 before the end of March 09 - noted.

5.3 Application for licence to install bench on the grass verge at the junction of Chester Road / Lower Rake Lane (Chester to Warrington bound side).  Action – Clerk to chase progress with CCC Legal Department.
5.4 Helsby Marshes – the Ship Canal Company had completed their work at Hool Pool.  They had de-silted the area around the tidal flap and the culvert on the canal side and managed to lower the gate on the canal to stop water constantly entering the siphon.  They are looking into further improvements and are keeping in touch with the Environment Agency – duly noted.

5.5 Parcel of land opposite the Co-Op.  Honeywell (the owners) had agreed to cut / remove the shrubbery and tidy the land in the spring.  They had verbally confirmed that they would allow the Parish Council to plant up said parcel of land – duly noted.

5.6 Brown Tourist Signs for Helsby Hill / Quarry.  Signs being manufactured and should be installed before end March.  Habitats & Hillforts Project Manager and VRBC had confirmed that they would each grant £500 for the project – duly noted.
5.7 Dogs.  Cllr. Crossley-Jones reported that small dogs were being stolen in the Eddisbury area and were being used as bait for Pit Bulls – noted.

5.8 Obstruction of pavement - owner of Rough et Noir parking large vehicle outside shop.  Action – Clerk to contact Inspector Hodgson for assistance.
5.9 Overgrown hedge adjacent to pavement.  Action – Clerk to send Hedge & Tree Notice to 5 Hallastone Road.
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6. PLANTERS: working in partnership with the Helsby Village Action Group, the group proposed a scheme to promote the adoption of the village flower planters by contacting local shops / businesses / community groups to provide the plants and maintain the planters.  The project would be advertised in the next edition of the Helsby News to support the continuing enhancement of the village.  It was agreed that, if the project was not supported, the Parish Council could fall back on the promise that the new authority would provide the plants for the Spring / Summer 09 display.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to fully support Mrs Marj Thoburn MBE of the Helsby Village Action Group, proposal to promote the adoption of the village flower planters by contacting all shops / businesses / community groups to provide plants and to maintain the planters for the Spring / Summer 2009 display – E04/09.
7. HELSBY VILLAGE ‘BEST-KEPT’ COMPETITION 2009.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED that the Council be RECOMMENDED to run the Helsby Village “Best-Kept” Competition 2009 and that appointed Councillors judge the following categories:-

Award categories


Judges







Shops
1st, 2nd & 3rd


Cllrs. Hulse and O’Neill

Businesses 1st, 2nd & 3rd 

Cllrs. Randles and Gardner

Gardens – 1st, 2nd, 3rd in all wards
Cllrs. Ellams and Foster

Allotments Queens Drive (1st only)
Cllrs. Ellams and Kennedy


Allotments Cemetery (1st only)

Cllrs. Ellams and Kennedy
E05/09.

8. CHESHIRE WIDE “COMMUNITY PRIDE COMPETITION 2009” – applications due in by 4th March 09.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to enter Helsby into the following award categories in the pan Cheshire “Community Pride Competition 2009” costing £38.00 entry fee:-
Community Pride Competition 2009

Village Community Safety Award 2009

Cheshire Community Spirit Award 2009
· E06/09.

Mr Andrew MacPherson kindly offered to ask his contact at Admiral Taverns (owners of the Robin Hood Hotel) to remove rubbish left adjacent to the building.  Thanks were expressed to Mr MacPherson for his assistance in this matter.

9. OTHER MATTERS

9.1 Land cleared on ground adjacent to ‘The Highlands’ - improving light on Alvanley Road.

9.2 Christmas Illuminations – deferred to next meeting.

9.3 Interactive Speed Sign – the Helsby Village action Group (HVAG) had investigated feasibility but County Highways would not support installation of said sign in Helsby. The group was now seeking to purchase a “Speed Indicator Device” subject to funding, community support and finding local storage facility for sign.  Cllr. O’Neill would complete the funding application form by the due date of 12th March on the group’s behalf.
10. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – to be advised during the AGM in May.

The meeting closed at 7.44pm

Chairman’s signature………………………………………………….. Date …………………………………………..
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Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 23rd Feb 09.
