HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 25TH FEBRUARY 08 AT 19:05 HOURS IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM

PRESENT:

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Chairman
Cllr. Mark Gilson – Vice-Chair
Cllr. Bill Foster

Cllr. Stuart Hulse


Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. George Porter

Cllr. George Randles


Cllr. Betty Williams

Cllr. Alan Gardner – substituting for Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

IN ATTENDANCE:

Cllr. Chris Ellams

1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and 
RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – E01/08.


There being no matters brought to the committee’s attention it was proposed by Cllr. Hulse, 
seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the 
meeting reconvened – E02/08.

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – received and accepted from Cllr. Crossley-Jones.

3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – none.

4.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 12TH DECEMBER 07.  Proposed 
by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the 
Environment Committee meeting held on 12th December 07 be accepted as an accurate 
record and duly signed by the Chairman – E03/08.

5.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES


5.1
Lighting of the Sandstone Bridge, Chester Road.  The Clerk reported that ‘Awards 

for All’ had approved the grant application for £4199.  The Council had received a 

revised quote from KDE Limited to undertake the works £8,899 which was an 


increase of £500.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Porter and 



RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to accept the revised 


quote from KDE Ltd likely to bring the total outlay for lighting the 



Sandstone Bridge to £8899 (excl VAT) – E04/08.


It was agreed to contact KDE Ltd for a ‘Method Statement and full Risk 



Assessment’ for checking by Cllr. Gardner prior to the work commencing.

6.
INFORMATION BOARDS X 2.  The Clerk had sent Info City Design contact details of all 
shops and businesses in Helsby (including Quinn Glass and Kemira GrowHow) to enable 
them to solicit sponsorship for purchase and installation of said boards – duly noted.
7.
HELSBY MARSHES – the Clerk reported the following progress:-


*
Environment Agency (EA) to contact Peel Holdings re maintenance and agree a way 

forward to try and resolve the flooding issue.


*
EA meeting with local farmers with a view to setting up a workshop to discuss 


maintenance of the marsh area in the short term 1-3 years.
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*
EA conducting a survey of the drainage of the marsh using consultants and would 


contact PC with findings.

*
Work ongoing by EA to un-silt Hool Pool Gutter which, it is hoped, will improve 


drainage on Parish Field and surrounding area.

8.
COMMUNITY PRIDE COMPETITION 2007 – the committee noted the Judge’s remarks 
and the points achieved for each of the categories.

9.
COMMUNITY PRIDE COMPETITION 2008.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. 
Williams and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council be RECOMMENDED to enter 
into the Community Pride Competition 2008 for the following award categories costing 
£35 in total for the entry fee:-


a)
Community Pride/Best Kept Village Competition – Helsby.

b)
Community Based Project – the scheme for the lighting of the Sandstone 


Bridge, Chester Road.

c)
Garden Awards Competition – to enter 104 Robin Hood Lane (subject to the 


owner’s permission).


d)
2008 Cheshire Countryside Award –  Harmer’s Wood.


E05/08.

10.
a)
Land opposite the Co-op.  Brookhouse was investigating land ownership with a view 

to legally obtaining said land and transferring it into the ownership of Helsby Parish 

Council – duly noted.


b)
Footpath leading from top of Callender Gardens to the Rugby Pitch.  Members of the 

committee met with Brookhouse (the owners of the footpath) to discuss gating the 

entry to prevent unauthorised access by persons painting graffiti on the fences.  


Brookhouse liaising with Tesco to solicit their permission prior to the scheme going 

ahead.


c)
Access strip for United Utilities between Persimmon Estate and Rugby Pitch – 


Brookhouse agreed to ask Persimmon to clean up the area and to investigate the 


installation of an access to the pitch for emergency vehicles.
11.
HELSBY VILLAGE ‘BEST-KEPT COMPETITION 2008’.  The following categories and 


judges were agreed:-

Award categories


Judges









Shops




Cllrs. Hulse and O’Neill


Businesses



Cllrs. Gardner and Randles


Garden – North Ward

)


Garden – Central Ward
)


Garden – South Ward

)
Cllrs. Foster and Gilson


Allotment – Queens Drive
)


Allotment – Cemetery

)
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Minutes of the Environment Committee held on 25th Feb 08.
12.
URGENT MATTERS 


12.1
Footpath adjacent to property nearest to the top of Lower Rake Lane – requires 


clearing and edging.  Clerk to contact Streetscene for action.

12.2
Proposed twin pipeline taking water from Bromborough to Northwich for the Gas 


Plant and being pumped back as Brine.  This would not affect the village as the 


pipelines would be installed on the other side of the M56.


12.3
Speeding Traffic in Primrose Lane.  The Clerk had forwarded to the PCSO the name 

of the resident who was willing to be an active member of ‘Speed Watch’.  The 


committee discussed request for ‘Speed Indicator Device’ (SID) to be operated by 

residents of Primrose Lane.  Proposed by Cllr. Porter, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and 

RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to apply to Cheshire 


County Council for a ‘Speed Indicator Device’ for residents in Primrose Lane 

and that said residents be trained up to use the device – E06/08.


12.4
Police ‘Community Safety Award 2007’ – award plaque.  Original plaque returned 

to manufacturers for banding kit.  When both signs are ready to install, Clerk will 


obtain quote as items need to be fixed above height of 2.3 metres on lighting 


columns.
13.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – to be advised during the AGM in May 08.

The meeting closed at 19:35 hours.

Chairman’s signature……………………………………………. Date…………………………….
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