HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 2ND JUNE 08 AT 7.06PM IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM

PRESENT:

Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Chairman

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Vice-Chairman

Cllr. Alan Gardner

Cllr. Sam Johnson

Cllr. Chris Ellams – substituting for Cllr. G Randles

1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED 
– that the meeting be suspended for public participation – E07/08.  There being no 
matters brought to the committee’s attention it was proposed by Cllr. Ellams, seconded by 
Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting  
reconvened – E08/08.

2.
APOLOGIES: received and accepted from Cllrs. Randles and Porter.

3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: none.

4.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 25TH FEB 08.  Proposed by Cllr. 
O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the 
Environment Committee meeting held on 25th Feb 08 be accepted as an accurate 
record and duly signed by the Chairman – E09/08.

5.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES


5.1
Lighting of the Sandstone Bridge project.  The Parish Council had employed Ardern 

Electrical Ltd and their engineers were awaiting the go-ahead from Cheshire County 

Council before a start date could be confirmed – duly noted.


5.2
Information Boards x 2.  As the Parish Council had not heard from Info City Designs  

for some time, it was agreed not to pursue with said company and to keep an open 

mind should another company show interest in providing boards for the village.

5.3
Helsby Marshes – the committee was awaiting news from the Environment Agency 

re arranging a meeting with local farmers and Peel Holdings re drainage issues on 

the marshes and the un-silting of sluice gates.  


5.4
Land opposite the Co-op – Brookhouse seeking to obtain said land to transfer 


into Parish Council ownership.


5.5
Gating of footpath from top of Callender Gardens to the Rugby Pitch - Brookhouse 

liaising with Tesco to implement scheme.

5.6
Helsby Village ‘Best-Kept’ Competition – Cllr. Ellams kindly agreed to judge the 


gardens and allotments category along with Cllr. Foster.


5.7
Community Pride Competition – Cllr. O’Neill had been contacted by the judges and 

reported the following:-


*
Couple of untidy areas – Clerk written to business owners asking for land 
to 


be tidied up.


*
Community Sports Club – judge impressed with Bowls and Tennis Courts.


*
Youths leaving rubbish on Sherwood Court land – Weaver Vale Housing 



Trust (WVHT) now taken over maintenance of site.  The County Council 



were optimistic that WVHT would purchase land outright before March 09..


*
Judges would view Wetlands Area and Quarry during their next visit.



*
Clerk seeking permission to hire a large skip for Queens Drive Allotment 



Area to clear plots for re-leasing before next round of judging.
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5.8
Speeding Traffic – Primrose Lane.  The Parish Council had received confirmation 

that their request for a Speed Indicator Device was being progressed.  PCSO 


Maddocks was willing to assist in any scheme to slow traffic down.


5.9
Police Community Safety Award Plaques x 2.  The sign had been moved and 


installed on the ‘30’ sign at the southerly end of the village.

6.
VILLAGE CENTRE PARKING.  PCSO Maddocks had prevented motorists from double 
parking outside shops which caused a loss in lunchtime trade – the committee supported 
the PCSO’s action.  All avenues to ease village centre parking had been explored.  Cllr. 
O’Neill reported that Chester and Ellesmere Port were in the process of decriminalising 
parking and it was thought that Vale Royal would follow.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, 
seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to 
pursue parking issues when the new authority took over in April 2009 – E10/08.

Cllr. Hulse agreed to speak with the Co-op re vehicles unloading at the front of the store.

7.
FIVE-YEAR CAPITAL PROGRAMME: the following schemes were discussed:-


*
To enhance the slither of land opposite the Co-op when it transferred into Parish 


Council ownership.


*
Free-standing Clock – in abeyance due to the financial implications.

8.
OTHER MATTERS


8.1
Hedgerow Survey – the Chairman reported that a training event was organised for 

the afternoon of Saturday, 14th June in the Shocklach area for interested volunteers.


8.2
Planted Area outside the Community Centre – the Chairman thanked the Girl 


Guides for taking on and enhancing the area with plants that they had purchased 

themselves.
9.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: Monday, 22nd September 08.

The meeting closed at 7.35pm.

Chairman’s signature ………………………………………….  Date…………………………………..
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Minutes of the Environment Committee held on 2nd June 08.
