Helsby Parish Council
Minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on Monday, 7th September 09 at 7.06pm in the Committee Room

Present:

Cllr. Alan Gardner – Chairman

Cllr. Chris Ellams

Cllr. Kevin Kennedy

Cllr. Susanne MacPherson

Cllr. Frank Thomas – substituting for Cllr. Hulse

In attendance:

Mr Andy MacPherson

Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. MacPherson and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Gardner chair the meeting in the absence of the Chairman and Vice-Chairman – E14/09.
1. PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. Ellams, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – E15/09.  There being no matters brought to the committee’s attention it was proposed by Cllr. MacPherson, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – E16/09.
2. APOLOGIES: received and accepted from Cllrs. Crossley-Jones, Hulse, Johnson, O’Neill and Randles.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: none.
4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 18TH MAY 09.  Proposed by Cllr. MacPherson, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Environment Committee meeting held on 18th May 09 be accepted as accurate and duly signed by the Chairman – E17/09.
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

5.1 Parcel of land opposite the Co-Op.  Honeywell had confirmed that due to budget constraints, they were unable to fund further works.  It was thought that the Helsby Village Action Group had funds available to pay for the enhancement scheme.  Quotes to be discussed at the end of the meeting under Part B.
5.2 Community Pride Competition.  The judges for the various categories had visited Helsby.  Cllrs. Gardner and O’Neill would attend the awards evening on the 24th Sept along with Cllr. Hulse who was representing ChALC.

5.3 Licence to install bench on the junction of Chester Road / Lower Rake Lane.  The draft licence to install said bench on the pavement had been received from CW&C Legal Department.   Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to continue with obtaining a Licence to install a bench on the junction of Chester Road / Lower Rake Lane but not to proceed with the installation of said bench at this time in view of the strong public feeling against installation – E18/09.
5.4 Speed Indicator Device (SID).  Cllrs. Gardner, Hulse, Johnson and Robertson had agreed to train to operate the device.  Three sites in Helsby had been approved for SID.  
6. HELSBY VILLAGE “BEST-KEPT” COMPETITION 2009 – all judging had taken place and the results are as follows:-
Best Kept Shop




Best Kept Business Premises

1st Serenity




1st Compass Computer Consultants

2nd
Jingles Unisex Hair Salon


2nd Courtyard Apartments

3rd Helsby Post Office



3rd Badgers Barn Day Nursery
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Chairman’s initial…………
Best Kept Garden – North Ward

Best Kept Garden – Central Ward

1st 4 Plovers Lane




1st 27 Mountain View

2nd 6 Foxhill Grove



2nd 33 Robin Hood Lane

3rd 58 Old Chester Road



3rd 177 Chester Road

Best Kept Garden – South Ward

Best Kept Allotment – Old Chester Road 

1st 1 Hillview Avenue



1st Plot 6 – Mr & Mrs Mackenzie

2nd 65 Latham Avenue



Best Kept Allotment – Queens Drive

3rd 29 Primrose Lane



1st Plot 12 – Mr & Mrs Marsh

All prizes would be presented at the October Parish Council meeting.

7. JUDGING FOR THE HELSBY VILLAGE “CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS COMPETITION” FOR SHOPS AND BUSINESSES.  It was agreed to defer discussion to the September Parish Council meeting so that all Parish Councillors could be included in the selection of judges.

8. PURCHASE OF CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS FOR LIGHTING COLUMN NO’S 45, 46 & 47.  Four new Christmas Motifs had already been reserved with Blachere Illuminations to take advantage of the “Buy One Get One Free Offer” costing £499 (excl vat at std rate).  It was decided to order 4 motifs to keep one as a spare.
9. INSTALLATION OF CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS (budget for 2009/10 is £9K which includes purchase of new as specified in Item 8). Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to invite quotations for electrical testing, installation, maintenance and removal to local storage point, after twelfth   night, of 24 No. Christmas motifs/string illuminations to Lighting Columns along Chester Road in Helsby - E19/09.
10. APPLICATION TO OPERATE AN EXTEC C-10 MOBILE CRUSHER at Meadow Farm, Lower Rake Lane.  The applicant had now changed his application for storage of the above, at the same location, and to hire out the machine.  The Clerk had contacted the Public Rights of Way Officer who confirmed that Lower Rake Lane was classed as a “restricted byway”.  The Clerk also contacted Network Rail as owners of the railway bridge to notify them of the heavy vehicles that would be traversing the bridge.  Further discussion was deferred to the September Parish Council meeting.  

11. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Wednesday, 16th December 09 in the Committee Room,
12. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC.  Proposed by Cllr. MacPherson, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 12 of Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 – E20/09.
PART B

13. Confidential Item.

Improvements to the land, belonging to Honeywell, situated opposite the Co-Op Late Shop, Chester Road.  Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to employ GSI Groundworks & Construction (owned by Cllr. Digger Rigby) to undertake the removal / disposal of 100+ Laurel Stumps, 2 x Litter Bins, 3 x Metal Posts, 1 x Oak Sapling and various debris and to apply 2 tonnes of top soil and grass seed to said land opposite the Co-Op Late Shop, Chester Road, Helsby (Chester to Warrington Bound) costing £690 in total – E21/09.

The meeting closed at 7.36pm.

Chairman’s signature…………………………………………….. Date ………………………………………………
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