HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY, 

02 JANUARY 2008 AT 19:00 HOURS IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM

PRESENT:
Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Chairman
Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones – Vice Chairman

Cllr. Mike Bellairs


Cllr. Mark Gilson

Cllr. Patricia Holder

Cllr. Stuart Hulse


Cllr. Sam Johnson

Cllr. George Randles

Cllr. Frank Thomas

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr J Whitley

Mr T Littler

1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and 
RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – F01/08.


Members of the public raised concern about the legalities of the Council borrowing a large 
amount of money to grant to the Helsby Community Sports Club.  The Clerk responded by 
quoting LG(MP)A 1976 s.19 (as verified by NALC) that the Council could grant monies in 
accordance with that specific power.  Concern was also raised about the costs to the 
Council Tax Payer as the revenue, to pay back the loan, would come from the Parish 
Precept.


Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that Public Air 
Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – F02/08.

2.
APOLOGIES – received and accepted from Cllr. Gardner.

3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllrs. O’Neill and Randles declared a prejudicial 
interest in Item 6 as members of the Helsby Community Sports Club Executive Committee.
4.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 01 OCT 07.  Proposed by Cllr. 
Bellairs, seconded by Cllr. Gilson and RESOLVED – to amend Item 6 (F40/07) as 
follows:-


Delete ‘but future invoices should have more detail’ and add ‘A further proposal was 
put forward by Cllr. Bellairs, seconded by Cllr. Gilson and resolved that future 
invoices should have additional information, to be discussed with the Clerk.

The minutes were then signed and the amendment initialled by the Chairman. – F03/08.

5.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING


5.1
GrowHow – Laptop Computer donated and received – noted.


5.2
Bus Shelters – insurers notified to reduce cover from 6 to 2 – noted.


5.3
Installation of lighting on the Sandstone Bridge.  Application gone in to ‘Awards for 

All’ for £4199 funding, balance of £5670 to be paid by the Council assuming the bid 

was successful.
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6.
HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB.  The committee discussed financing a grant of 
£200K and the following was discussed:-

*
Figures discussed re borrowing £200K from the Public Works Loan Department 


over 20 years and the implication of funding the repayments through the parish 


precept.


*
Implications of the Council having to go through a full intermediate audit.


*
Provision made for an office for the council in the re-building programme.


*
Club already guaranteed £165K from RDP (conditionally) and £200K as a Section 

106 from Brookhouse (likely to be handed over 2/3rd the way through the building of 

the Retirement Village at Mere’s Edge).


*
Council a corporate body, Parish Councillors would not be held responsible to pay 

back the loan.


*
Assumption that the new authority ‘Cheshire West and Chester’ would take stock 
of 

buildings when they took over in April 2009. VRBC were the current owner of the 

club.

At this point, Cllrs. O’Neill and Randles left the room whilst the following was discussed:-

· Importance of clarity re the significant increase on Band D.
· Concern rose that current level of consultation was not sufficient to gauge resident’s views.

· Necessity to have a budget figure in place for the loan repayments to accord with the application process.

Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to grant £100K to the Helsby Community Sports Club on the understanding that they will provide an office plus facilities for the Council rent free and that they will investigate the membership costs for Helsby residents during the term of the loan – F04/08.

Cllrs. O’Neill and Randles rejoined the meeting.

7.
PROGRESS OF EXISTING GRANT APPLICATIONS AND DONATIONS RECEIVED

7.1
Rural Social Community Programme - £1500 towards Groundwork’s professional 

fees for Stage 2 – Helsby Recreation Area – awaiting invoice from Groundwork for 

same – noted.


7.2
Groundwork Stage 2 – fundraising.  Still awaiting news from Big Lottery ‘Playful 

Ideas Fund’ re application for £35K.  It was assumed that, if successful, WREN and 

Biffa would follow suit.  Another Big Lottery Funding pot would open up in 


Feb/March 08 for community groups only.  HVAG could apply on the Council’s 


behalf (Clerk would complete all paperwork).  Groundwork could not apply as they 

would be acting fund administrators – noted.


7.3
Shell UK - £1K.  All funding used up on the purchase and installation of goalposts – 

noted.


7.4
Police Community Safety Award 2007 - £250 award winnings.  Council had 


approved purchase of another plaque that would use up all of the award money –


noted.


7.5
Brookhouse donation of £500 towards Christmas Illuminations.  Full amount spent 

on purchase of same – noted.


7.6
Tesco - £100 donation towards purchase of Laptop Computer.  Council latterly 


agreed to purchase software for the laptop, donated by GrowHow, now in the 


ownership of the Helsby News Staffs – noted.

Page 114







Chairman’s initial…………….

Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 02 Jan 08.


7.7
Cheshire County Council - £75 donation towards ‘Walks Leaflet’. The Clerk had 


submitted an application on behalf of the ‘Helsby Footpath Society’ and the cheque 

for £75 had been received and banked.  Mr Mike Culverhouse was in the process of 

ordering the leaflets for distribution around Helsby – noted.


7.8
Money donated from disbanded Youth Discos - £2664.54.  Council agreed that this 

money be spent on the village youth – noted.

8.
CLERK’S GRATUITY.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and 
RESOLVED –  to RECOMMENDED to the Council that a gratuity of £500 per year 
be set aside for the Clerk, to be paid on the termination of her contract.  The first 
payment to be made for fiscal year 2007/08 and that ChALC are contacted re the safe 
holding of said gratuity – F05/08.

9.
BUDGET CALCULATIONS RECEIVED FROM THE COMMITTEE FOR 2008/09.


The committee agreed the following amounts:-


Health & Safety


   £520


Parks, Cemetery & Allotments
£4,050


Environment



£9,200

10.
CALCULATION OF BUDGET FIGURES FOR THE FINANCE COMMITTEE FOR THE 
ENSUING FISCAL YEAR 2008/09.  The committee worked through the individual budget 
headings for the purpose of calculating the precept request for fiscal year 2008/09 as now 
recceived and attached to these minutes.

11.
PRECEPT FOR THE FINANCIAL YEAR - 01 APRIL 08 TO 31 MARCH 09.  Proposed 
by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council be 
RECOMMENDED to issue a precept request to Vale Royal Borough Council for 
£90,000 based on budget calculations for the ensuing fiscal year 2008/09 as now 
attached to these minutes– F06/08.


Cllrs. Crossley-Jones, Gilson, Bellairs and Thomas asked that it be minuted that they 
voted against the resolution.

12.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT as at 31st Dec 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. 
Holder and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to accept the 
Financial Statement as at 31st Dec 07 showing £39,169.20 held in balances – F07/08.
13.
URGENT MATTERS


13.1
Photocopier – the existing machine was in need of urgent repairs at a cost likely to 

bring the total outlay of £100.  In view of the machine’s age, it was proposed by Cllr. 

Crossley-Jones, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council be 


RECOMMENDED to purchase a new photocopier – F08/08.


13.2
Mileage Rates for Councillors and Employees currently 0.527p per mile.  Proposed 

by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council be 

RECOMMENDED to reduce the mileage rate to 0.40p per mile with immediate 

effect – F09/08.

14.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – Monday, 31st March 08 at 19:00 hours.

The meeting closed at 21.40 hours.
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