Helsby Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 28TH SEPTEMBER 2009 AT 7.00PM IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM

Present:

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Chairman

Cllr. Kevin Kennedy – Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Alan Gardner

Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. Susanne MacPherson


Cllr. George Randles

In Attendance:


Mr Andy MacPherson

1. PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – F34/09.  There being no matters brought to the committee’s attention, it was proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. MacPherson and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – F35/09.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: received and accepted for Cllr. Sarah Temple.

3. DECLARATIONS ON INTEREST: none.

4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 6TH JULY 09.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 6th July 2009 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – F36/09.
5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

5.1 Rent arrears – Helsby Ex-Serviceman’s Club.  The Club had paid £750 off the arrears and now owed £500 for ground rent for the previous and ensuing quarter period – duly noted.
5.2 Investments – confirmation had been received that Bank of Scotland had received the cheque for £16,690.37 and the application form to open a “Guaranteed Fixed Deposit Account”.  The account would be officially opened when the cheque cleared – duly noted.

5.3 Fidelity Guarantee – confirmation received from the council’s insurers Allianz Insurance plc that they had approved the increase cover from £100K to £120K.  The extra premium had already been paid – duly noted.

6. CLERK’S INVOICE - £720.19.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to approve the Clerk’s invoice totalling £720.19 for expenses incurred to conduct the Council’s business from her home for the period 1st October 2008 to 30th Sept 2009 – F37/09.
7. PARTICIPATORY BUDGETING (PB).  The Parish Council had expressed interest in PB but did not want to commit to the process until further information had been obtained and the Finance Committee had considered the implications.  The Committee discussed where the money would come from to participate in the scheme.  The Cheshire Association of Local Councils would arrange a meeting on PB before interested parties set their budgets for the ensuing fiscal year – duly noted.
8. PAY SETTLEMENT 2009.  The National Joint Council for Local Government Services (NJC) had confirmed that the Local Government employers and trade unions had agreed terms of the 2009 pay settlement.  The agreement is as follows:-

· Pay

From 1st April 2009 an increase of 1.25% on SCP’s 4 – 10 inclusive.

From 1st April 2009 an increase of 1.00% on SPC’s 11 – 49 inclusive.

Page 175









Chairman’s initial…………

Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED that the Council be RECOMMENDED to:

1. To increase the Clerk’s salary by 1.00% from 1st April 2009;

2. to  increase the General Assistants salary by 1.25% from 1st April 2009;

3. to apply the appropriate increase to the Youth Workers salaries when it was known what pay scale they were on and that said increase be backdated to 1st April 2009;

F38/09. 
9. BUDGET ANALYSIS as at 28th Sept 09.  Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED that the Council be RECOMMENDED to accept the Budget Analysis dated 28th Sept 09 detailing payments and receipts for the current fiscal year as now attached to these minutes – F39/09.
10. FINANCIAL STATEMENT as at 28th Sept 09.  

Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. MacPherson and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to transfer £10K from the Nat West Bonus Saver Account to the Nat West Current Account to cover the payments for the ensuing quarter period – F40/09.

Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to accept the Financial Statement detailing £106,835.19 monies held in balances as at 28th September 09 as now attached to these minutes – F41/09.

11. URGENT ITEMS – none.

12. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: 4th January 2010.

13. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 12 of Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 – F42/09.
PART B

14. Confidential Item

Quotes received form the installation of Christmas Lights.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to employ Weaver Vale Housing Trust to PAT test 24 x Christmas Lights, to pick up from local storage point 24 x Christmas Lights and install on Lighting Columns in Helsby.  To maintain lights and features in good working order during operational period and to remove and deliver to store after 12th Night costing £3,351.48 plus vat at std rate – F43/09.

The meeting closed at 7.38pm
Chairman’s signature……………………………………. ………..  Date……………………………………….
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Minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 28th September 09.
