HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 30TH JUNE 08 AT 7.00PM IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM

PRESENT:

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Chairman

Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Chris Ellams

Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. Kevin Kennedy


Cllr. George Porter

Cllr. George Randles


Cllr. Sarah Temple (substituting for Cllr. Frank Thomas)

1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and 
RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – F21/08.

There being no matters brought to the committee’s attention, it was proposed by Cllr. 
Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and 
the meeting reconvened – F22/08.

2.
APOLOGIES – received and accepted from Cllr. Alan Gardner and Cllr. Frank Thomas.

3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: none received.

4.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 31ST MARCH 08.  Proposed by Cllr. 
Randles, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Finance 
Committee meeting held on 31st March 08 be accepted as an accurate record and 
duly signed by the Chairman – F23/08.

5.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES


5.1
Internal Audit – complete with recommendation agreed by full council.


5.2
5-Year Capital Programme – the Environment Committee had identified a scheme 

to enhance the area opposite the Co-op when it transferred to Parish Council 


ownership currently being progress by Brookhouse – agreed.

6.
REVIEW OF GRANTS RECEIVED


6.1
Rural Social Community Programme - £1500 towards Groundwork’s professional 

fees – invoice from Groundwork received and all monies now spent – duly noted.


6.2
Cheshire County Council - £75 grant towards ‘Walks Leaflet’.  Balance is £65 as 


£10 already spent on print costs for 1st Leaflet – Helsby Footpath Society recipient 

of grant which is being held in the Council’s Nat West A/c on their behalf.


6.3
Money donated from disbanded Youth Discos - £2664.54.  When a venue for a 


Youth Club is confirmed, the money will be used to equip Club.  Cllrs. Hulse and 


O’Neill are pursuing this matter with the relevant authorities - noted.

6.4
Donation of £100 received from Tesco towards Laptop Computer which will be 


spent on software for the Helsby News Laptop - noted.

6.5
Awards for All – grant of £4199 towards Sandstone Bridge Lighting Project.  Ardern 

Electrical had go-ahead from County Council to proceed and were waiting delivery 

of the lights.


6.6
RSK Environment plc grant received for £2500 towards 2008/09 cost of Police 


Community Support Officer – spent.

7.
REVIEW OF GRANTS APPLIED FOR

7.1
Big Lottery Fund – HVAG application to Community Spaces for £49,999 towards 


Helsby Play Area re-building project. Acknowledgement received for Stage 1 and, if 

successful, a Facilitator will be allocated to assist with final stage of application – 


expected decision for Stage 1 is end July.
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7.2
Helsby Play Area Re-building Project - Groundwork Stage 2 Fundraising – the 


following was reported:-


*
Groundwork confirmed grant of £47,500 from WREN for Junior Scheme 



(11% obligatory payment of £5225 will come out of Section 106 £8300).


*
Groundwork to chase decision on Biffa application for £50K.



Groundwork can proceed with tendering for Junior Section of the play area in July if 

Biffa decline application.



*
Marks & Spencer bid now in for £25,000 towards landscaping – no news on 


when decision will be reached.



*
Bid being submitted to Veolia for same.



Agreed to discuss the above more fully at the next Parks Committee meeting.

8.
NEW KITCHEN FOR HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE – the following was discussed:-

*
Cllr. Temple reported on the meeting with Mr Culverhouse in pursuance of a written 

specification to obtain like-for-like quotations – to be progressed by Cllr. Holder and 

Cllr. Temple.

*
Feasibility/functionality of new kitchen i.e. usage and ease of cleaning.


*
Funding new kitchen and obligatory ‘Landfill Tax’ payment of 11% to WREN if 


application approved.  Payment estimated to be in the region of £1200.  



Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the 


Council be RECOMMENDED to write to the Helsby Community Association to 

ascertain if they would be willing to split the 11% obligatory payment to 


WREN (approx £1200) the Parish Council paying a maximum of £500 – F24/08.
9.
REVIEW OF INVESTMENT PROGRAMME WITH THE CO-OP - £15K due to mature on 
26th July 08 paying 5.28% gross = £790 or thereabouts.  Proposed by Cllr. Porter, 
seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the Chairman of the Finance 
Committee and the Clerk investigate other investment providers in time for the next 
Parish Council meeting when re-investment of £15K (plus accrued interest) will be 
decided – F25/08.
10.
NAT WEST CURRENT ACCOUNT – pursuance of interest paying account in addition to 
existing current account.  Discussed Bonus Saver A/c paying 3% gross on balances from 
£25K - £49,999 (quarterly bonus paid if only one withdrawal made per quarter) usual 
multiple signatories applied.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Randles and 
RESOLVED – that the Chairman of the Finance Committee and Clerk research best 
option Nat West A/c for investment purposes in time for the next Parish Council 
meeting – F26/08.
11.
LAND REGISTRY – First Registration.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Hulse 
and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to employ Hough & Co 
solicitors to apply for first registration with the Land Registry for the Council lands at 
Cemetery/Old Chester Road Allotment ground and Parish Field/Children’s Play Area 
costing £60 for Land Registry fees and £94 (incl VAT) for Hough & Co fees – F27/08.

Clerk to check with Land Registry to ensure that land at Queens Drive was registered under 
the Council’s ownership.
12.
DONATION REQUESTS (LGA 1972, s.137)


12.1
Vitalise – essential breaks for disabled people and carers.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, 

seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Council be 



RECOMMENDED to donate the sum of £50 to Vitalise – F28/08.
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12.2
Cheshire Centre for Independent Living – helping impaired and disable children and 

adults live independent lives.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Hulse 

and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to donate the sum of 

£50 to the Cheshire Centre for Independent Living – F29/08.

13.
BUDGET ANALYSIS as at 30th June 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. 
Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to accept the up-to-
date Budget Analysis detailing payments and receipts as now attached to these 
minutes – F30/08.

14.
FINANCIAL STATEMENT as at 30th June 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. 
Kennedy and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to accept the 
Financial Statement showing £64,488.15 monies held in balances as at 30th June 08 
as now attached to these minutes – F31/08.
15.
OTHER MATTERS


15.1
VAT Recovery – the Committee discussed the proposal to reclaim VAT quarterly as 

opposed to annually and the extra work involved to the Clerk who maintains a 


manual system of accounting.   Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr.


Porter and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to investigate 


the merits of SAGE for its accounting system – F32/08.


15.2
Helsby Community Centre – a proposal was put forward to investigate 



alternative suppliers for electricity and gas but, as the centre was owned by the 


County Council, it was agreed that the decision would be theirs to determine 


which utility company they used.

16.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday, 6th October 08 at 19:00 hours.
The meeting closed at 8.10pm

Chairman’s signature ……………………………………………. Date ………………………………
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