HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 31 MARCH 08 AT 19:00 HOURS IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM

Present:

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Chairman
Cllr. Alan Gardner

Cllr. Mark Gilson

Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Stuart Hulse

Cllr. Sam Johnson

Cllr. George Randles


Cllr. Frank Thomas

1.
Public Air Time – proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – 
that the meeting be suspended for public participation – F10/08.


There being no matters brought to the Committee’s attention it was proposed by Cllr. Hulse, 
seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the 
meeting reconvened – F11/08.

2.
Apologies – received and accepted from Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones.

3.
Declarations of interest – none.

4.
Minutes of the previous meeting held on 2nd Jan 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded 
by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting 
held on 2nd Jan 08 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman 
– F12/08.

5.
Matters arising from the minutes not covered elsewhere


5.1
New photocopier, purchased, in use and added to the Insurance Schedule.

6.
Appointment of Internal Auditor.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and 
RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to appoint JDH Business 
Services of Mold to undertake the internal audit of the Council’s accounts for the 
period 1st April 07 to 31st March 08 – F13/08.

Confirmation had been received from the Audit Commission that they had appointed Jackie 
Bellard of the Audit Commission’s Limited Assurance Specialist Unit as auditor to Helsby 
Parish Council and that the appointment covered the audit of accounts for financial years 
2007/08 to 2011/12.

7.
Review of Financial Regulations.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and 
RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to accept the existing Financial 
Regulations document in its entirety as now attached to these minutes -  F14/08.


The Clerk reported that the Nat West Bank would be phasing out cheques but could not give 
a date yet.  This would impact on the Council’s current procedure of multiple signatures on 
all payments by cheque.  Cllr. Thomas kindly agreed to seek advice from NALC.

8.
Review of Risk Assessment.  As the Council had not taken on any more risks, it was 
proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council be 
RECOMMENDED to accept the existing Risk Assessment document in its entirety as 
now attached to these minutes – F15/08.
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9.
Review of Insurance Policy.  The committee endorsed the existing schedule and asked the 
Clerk to investigate if the War Memorial, located in St. Paul’s closed churchyard, was 
insured through the Borough Council or Church with a view to consider insuring said item if 
not already covered. 

10.
Review of Assets Register.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Holder and 
RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to reduce the value of the Youth 
Shelter from £5,457 to £100 bringing total value of assets to £116,290.50 and that all 
other assets on the Asset Register (as now attached to these minutes) remain at their 
existing valuations – 
F16/08.


Clerk to pursue registering Cemetery and adjacent allotments with Land Registry.

11.
Review of grants received.


11.1
Rural Social Community Programme - £1500 towards Groundwork’s professional 

fees for Stage 2 ‘Funding for Helsby Recreation Area’ – awaiting invoice from 


Groundwork for same amount.

11.2
Groundwork Stage 2 – fundraising.  The Clerk reported the following progress:



*
Seeking further quotes and had already managed to reduce costs by 



£26,755.60.


*
Landscape Architect asked to split the play area phase in two (junior and 



toddler) with a view to funding the two smaller schemes separately and 



taking this approach back to WREN and Biffa who previously rejected the 


larger scheme on grounds of lack of match funding.



*
New Community Spaces Lottery fund coming on line soon - Parish Council 


would be able to apply to.


11.3
Cheshire County Council - £75 donation towards ‘Walks Leaflet – awaiting news 


from Helsby Footpath Society and invoice for same.


11.4
Money donated from disbanded youth discos - £2,664.54.  Deposited in Nat West 


A/c waiting to be spent on schemes identified for young people.


11.5
Police Community Safety Award - £250.  Spent on another award plaque for outside 

display.


11.6
Tesco donation of £100 for Laptop – Council latterly agreed that the money be spent 

on software for the Helsby News Laptop Computer – Cllr. Thomas to chase.


11.7
Awards for All – donation of £4199 towards bridge lighting scheme due to start 


within next couple of months.
12.
Review of schemes identified in the 5-Year Capital Programme.  

12.1
To purchase and install a ‘Multi-Use Games Area’ for older children – latterly 


agreed that this be incorporated into the Helsby Community Sports Club 


rebuilding programme.

12.2
To provide office accommodation for the Council – the Council had agreed to grant 

the Helsby Community Sports Club £100K on the condition that a purpose built 


office for the Council be included in the rebuilding programme.


12.3
To purchase and install Fingerpost Signage for the village –  signs installed in 2007 

(scheme complete).


12.4
To install new bus shelters on either side of the carriageway adjacent to the High 


School – purchased and installed in 2007 (scheme complete).


12.5
To purchase and install lighting for the sandstone bridge – installation imminent.


12.6
Cemetery extension and creation of a Wildlife Garden – Council appealing against 

refusal of planning consent for same – 2008.
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12.7
Discussion of additions to the 5-Year Capital Programme.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, 

seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council be 



RECOMMENDED to delegate identification of schemes for the 5-Year Capital 

Programme to the next meeting of the Environment Committee – F17/08.
13.
Review of Investment Programme.  It was agreed that discussion take place at the next 
meeting when the existing investment with the Co-op for £15K would be nearing maturity 
with a view to re-investing a larger sum with money taken from the closure of the HSBC 
Current A/c.  
Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that 
the Council be RECOMMENDED to close the HSBC Current A/c currently holding 
£3,694.11 and deposit said amount into the Nat West Current A/c – F18/08.

14.
Budget Analysis as at 31st March 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Johnson 
and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to accept the up-to-date 
Budget Analysis detailing payments and receipts as now attached to these minutes – 
F19/08.

15.
Financial Statement as at 31st March 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. 
Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to accept the 
Financial Statement showing £32,519.02 monies held in balances as at 31st March 08 as 
now attached to these minutes – F20/08.
16.
Urgent matters requiring immediate attention – none.

17.
Date of the next meeting -  to be advised during the AGM in May 08.

The meeting closed at 19.48 hours.

Chairman’s signature…………………………………………………Date………………………...
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