Helsby Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 10th October 2011 at 6.40pm in Helsby Library

Present:

Cllr. Chris Ellams – Chairman

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Vice-Chairman

Cllr. Bill Foster

Cllr. Alan Gardner


Cllr. Andy MacPherson


Cllr. Stuart Hulse

Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Susanne MacPherson


Cllr. Digger Rigby

Cllr. George Randles


Cllr. Frank Thomas





Cllr. Sarah Temple


Cllr. Kevin Kennedy

In attendance:

Revd Margaret Saville


Miss Rachel Flint – Reporter Chester Chronicle

Mr David Temple


Mrs Barbara Ginty – Helsby Newsletter

Mr John Whitley


Mr Graham Hughes



Miss Lisa Ellams
Winners of the Helsby village ‘Best-Kept’ competition

Prayers: led by Revd Margaret Saville
Chairman’s announcements – welcomed all to the meeting, congratulated the competition winners and emphasised the beneficial effect their efforts had on the village.  The Chairman gave a special mention to Mrs Pippa Randles and her helpers for organising the McMillan ‘Coffee Morning’ £948 was collected on the day.

Presentation of awards to the winners of the Helsby Village ‘Best-Kept’ Competition 2011.

1. PRESENTATION ON INCE & FRODSHAM MARSHES – members of the Environment Agency failed to turn up – no apologies had been received.

2. PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC202/11.  There being no matters brought to the council’s attention it was proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC203/11.
2.1 Report from CWaC Cllr. Les Ford – slow progress with RSK and ARRIVA re parking around station and village centre.

3. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – received and accepted from Cllrs. Crossley-Jones, Johnson and CWaC Cllr. Les Ford.
4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr. Holder declared personal interest in Item 12.1 as her neighbour was an applicant for Plot 13½ Old Chester Road allotments – duly noted.
5. POLICE MATTERS


5.1 PCSO Tapley apologised for not being able to attend and sent the following report that the Clerk read out:-

· Quiet month with no incidents of Anti-Social Behaviour to report.

· Speeding Op along Chester Road by 3-Ways Garage – issued 8 tickets all fined £60 with 3 penalty points and 4 warning were given.
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· Drink driver caught by Helsby Arms – he was well over the legal limit.

· ‘Operation Toupe’ was very successful with over 45 vehicles pulled in.  Issued well over £1,000 in fines for various offences including red diesel, no insurance and no waste carrying licence. Thanks were expressed to the Helsby Community Sports Club for use of their premises and particularly Cllr. Randles.

· Problem parking at the station was still on-going – PCSO Tapley had issued more tickets.

· The fire at the Robin Hood – PCSO Tapley attended during the day and night-time.  A local youth was arrested but later released without charge.
· Meeting about problem parking at Hornsmill Primary School.  This was also attended by Cllrs. Ellams and Foster. Cllr. Ellams reported that the solution would not resolve itself readily within the confines of the school. Some good options were discussed with emphasis on educating drivers through their children.

5.2 It was noted that Insp. Keith Curbishley had replaced Insp. Hodgson.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that a letter be sent to Cheshire Constabulary HQ to commend Insp. Hodgson for his responses that were always with the safety of residents uppermost in his mind – PC204/11.
6. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 5TH SEPTEMBER 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 5th September 2011 be accepted as an accurate record and  signed by the Chairman – PC205/11.
7. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES.

7.1 Application by Tesco Stores for an exemption for inclusion in NHS Western Cheshire Primary Care Trust’s Pharmaceutical List at Meres Edge Retail Park Chester Road Helsby had been withdrawn. It was agreed to write letters to Mr Fearn to acknowledge the work by his family and staff and also Tesco to thank them for listening to residents.
7.2 New lease for building renamed ‘The Eccies’ – executed.

7.3 Installation of Christmas Illuminations – to be discussed under Part B

7.4 Quotes received for cleaning War Memorial – to be discussed under Part B

7.5 Parish Office at Suite 1 Oakmere House Meres Edge Helsby – the counterpart lease had been signed and BT instructed to move phone.  Date of move will take place when line moved.  New e-mail address would be helsbyparishcouncil@btconnect.com although talktalk.net address was still valid for the foreseeable future.

7.6 Phase 3 – Helsby Park Development – tenders would be discussed under Part B

7.7 Shipping Container – quotes for supply would be discussed under Part B

7.8 Zebra Crossing – CWaC had agreed to arrange for a survey to be carried out to see whether a change of crossing type was justified as certain criteria had to be met – duly noted.

8. MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 26TH OCTOBER 2011.  Cllr. O’Neill presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-

8.1 Clerk’s invoice - £750.19.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve the payment of £750.19 for expenses incurred by the Parish Clerk for conducting the council’s business from her home for the period from 1st October 2010 to 30th September 2011 – PC206/11.
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8.2 Bank of Scotland Investment Account – matures 12th October 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council re-invests £25,000 plus accrued interest of £462.50 bringing the total estimated amount to £25,462.50, for a further 12 months with Bank of Scotland paying 2.05% gross (calculated 19th Sept 11) – PC207/11.
8.3 Budget Analysis.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Budget Analysis dated 26th Sept 2011, as attached to the Finance Committee minutes of the same date, be accepted – PC208/11.
8.4 Financial Statement.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Nat West Bank be instructed to transfer £50,000 from the Bonus Saver A/c to the Current A/c to cover payments for the ensuing quarter period as outlined in the Financial Statement dated 26th Sept 2011 as attached to the Finance Committee minutes of the same date – PC209/11.
9. BURIAL GRANTS – no applications received.

10. COUNCILLORS SURGERY – Cllr. Temple reported the following matters from the surgery held on 1st Oct that she attended along with Cllrs. Ellams and Foster:-

· Kings Drive resident – inconsiderate parking on grass verges.  Suggestion to place planters and/or stones on verges could not be considered by CWaC but Mr Whitley from Kings Drive reported that CWaC had promised to investigate bollards as a deterrent measure.
· Lodge Hollow resident – troubled with inconsiderate parking.  PCSO Tapley had again visited site and issued parking tickets.  An application to paint double yellow lines, on both sides of the bend, was being pursued by Highways.

· Kings Drive resident – highlighted safety issue of fence barring pedestrians from passing the Robin Hood.  It was assumed that the pavement would be closed until the demolition had taken place.

11. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER BOROUGH COUNCIL 

11.1 Station Avenue Helsby – proposed prohibition of waiting at any time.  Proposal to paint double yellow lines on either side of the bend between Lodge Hollow and Station Avenue.  The above action followed on from a site meeting that Cllr. O’Neill attended with PCSO Tapley, Highways and Constabulary staffs held to consider a solution to a long standing problem.
11.2 Neighbourhood Planning – Newsletter Issue 1.  CWaC was arranging a series of information sessions for Town & Parish Councils.  The event organised by APB in Northwich on 13th October was being attended by Cllr. Sarah Temple and Mr David Temple.

12. MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

12.1 Applications for Allotment Tenancy Agreements.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council enters into Allotment Tenancy Agreement with the following Helsby residents with immediate effect – PC210/11:-
Old Chester Road Allotment Gardens
Plot 13½ (Helsby) small plot – Mrs Michelle Edwards of 5 Rose Farm Court WA6 0AN
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Queens Drive Allotment Gardens


Plot 2(f) small plot – Mr Robert Whitmarsh of 10 Back Crosland Terrace WA6 9LZ


Plot 2(b) small plot – Mr Phil McNerney of 3 Crosland Terrace WA6 9LY


Plot 8(b) small plot – Joan Piercy of 26 Crosland Terrace WA6 9LY

 
Plot 13(f) small plot – Mrs Cheryl Dodd of 21 Sherwood Grove WA6 0BF


Plot 13(b) small plot – Jessica Martin of 11 Springfields Avenue WA6 0BZ

12.2 Helsby Community Association – Cllr. Holder reported the following from the meeting held on 21st September 11:-

· Hiring fees down by £500 on year and utility costs on the increase.  Parish Council asked to see breakdown of charges and if HCA had considered increasing hire fees.
· Bush needs cutting in car park.

· Annual Quiz Night organised for Friday 10th November 2011. Agreed that the Parish Council purchase a raffle prize for the evening. 
12.3 Greenwood Club – Cllr. Thomas has had to step down.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Patricia Holder replaces Cllr. Thomas as the Parish Council’s representative on the Committee of the Greenwood Club – PC211/11.
12.4 Helsby Health Centre.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Susanne MacPherson and RESOLVED – that best wishes be sent to Dr. Sam Smith to mark the occasion of his retirement from Helsby Health Centre and to acknowledge the invaluable effect he had on the village and its inhabitants – PC212/11.
13. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS
13.1 AGM – Middlewich Civic Hall Thursday, 20th October 2011.  Cllrs. Hulse, Thomas and O’Neill are attending as ChALC Executive Members and the Chairman and Parish Clerk will be attending on the Parish Council’s behalf – duly noted.
13.2 NALC Executive Committee – Cllr. Thomas reported that the Government are mindful to stop gratuities to local council employees.  They have not said what they will replace with but legislation may come in the next couple of months.  This will impact on Helsby Parish Council who budget £500 per annum which is accumulated in readiness for the Clerk’s retirement.
14. TRANSPORT MATTERS

14.1 New Rail Timetable – includes bus time on Sundays for next 2 weeks.

14.2 North Cheshire Rail Users Group – AGM 27th October at 7.30pm Frodsham Community Centre.

14.3 Liverpool Airport Liaison Committee – Cllr. Andy McPherson reported the following:

· Airport had busiest August in its history with 581,000 passengers

· Airside facilities updated

· General cleanliness of building being monitored

· Frodsham Windfarm – Airport lodged holding objection.  If Peel provides extra radar and combination of different frequencies they will withdraw objection.  Cllr. Temple added that there could be agreement between both parties made before the public inquiry.
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15. PLANNING
15.1 The Chairman summarised the Parish Council’s comments (in bold print) relating to the following new planning applications:-

	App. No.
	Address
	Proposed development
	Comments

	11/03830/FUL
	1 Magazine Cottages
	Proposed link extension
	No objections

	11/04081/WAS

11/04083/OUT
	Plot 4 IRRP

Plot 3 IRRP
	Bottom Ash Aggregate facility

Timber recycling plant
	See comment

below

	11/03158/FUL
	124 Chester Road
	Two storey side extension (demolish existing) and rear balcony to first floor including glazed doors and other alterations
	No objections


IRRP plans – Cllr. Temple was still ploughing through the plans. The applications appeared to be within what was already consented for the site but the buildings were being moved thus warranting a change.  We still had concerns about the way some of the air monitoring assessments would be undertaken.  The information from the new air monitoring unit, situate on land owned by the Parish Council at Mountain View, should prove interesting.  Environmental Protection had spoken about resurrecting the Air Quality Forum.  
15.2 The following decisions received from the Planning Authority were duly noted:-

11/02714/FUL 19 Coppins Close (brick double garage) – approved.

11/02536/FUL Willow Croft Proffits Lane (boundary fence) – approved.

With regard to the high fence surrounding Willow Croft, it was noted that a condition had been placed to plant a hedge fronting the boundary with Chester Road and that the Parish Council would monitor the site to ensure compliance. 

15.3 Railway Inn Car Park – it was noted that the illuminated advertising signs had been removed – planning had been refused for the signs in 2006.

15.4 Pre-inquiry meeting re Frodsham Windfarm.  Cllr. Temple reported that we would be allowing 30 minutes to make comments.  The inquiry would start on 22nd November and last until Christmas after which the Inspector would make his report to the Secretary of State.  Cllr. Temple had already submitted outline statement.

15.5 Helsby Community Sports Club – update requested for next meeting.

16. ACCOUNTS
16.1 Bank Mandate – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council instructs the Nat West Bank to remove George Porter and add Christopher Ellams name to the Bank Mandate – PC213/11.
16.2 Retrospection permission.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that retrospective permission be granted for the following cheques already written and sent – PC214/11:-
Chq No. 4000 – R Maddock £462.50 (work on Parish Field)

Chq No. 4005 – BT Payment Services £67.68 (phone Community Centre)

Chq No. 4006
- BT Payment Services £163.88 (phone Parish Council)

Chq No. 4011 – Peter Quick (purchase & engraving 6 x trophies)
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16.3 Bank Reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation Sheet detailing £156,623.52 held in balances as at 10th October 2011 be accepted as accurate and that the bank statement be initialled by the Chairman – PC215/11.
16.4 Payments – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that the following payments totalling £7,560.73 for September to early October 2011 be passed for payment – PC216/11:-
	Chq

No.
	To whom paid
	Particulars of payment
	Amount

£

	4000

4001

-03

4004

4005

4006

4007

4008

4009

4010

4011

4012

4013

4014

4015

4016

4017
	R Maddock

Employees

HM Revenue & Customs

BT Payment Services

BT Payment Services

Johnsons of Nantwich Ltd

Susan Griffiths Partnership

Electrical Projects Install.

Walker Smith Way

Peter Quick

Mrs Jeanette E Hughes

Mrs Jeanette E Hughes

Helsby To Hand

United Utilities Water plc

BT Payment Services Ltd

BT Payment Services Ltd
	Parish field work

September 2011 – salaries

Tax & NI on above salaries

Phone – Community Centre

Phone – Parish Council

Print costs – Helsby Newsletter

Landscape Architects fees

Replace bulb – sandstone bridges lights

Legal fees – Eccies lease

Purchase & engraving 6 x trophies

Clerk’s invoice – admin fees

Mileage £14.80 and various purchases for the Parish Council £52.60

Advertising Oct, Nov & Dec 2011

QD allotments water charge

Rental and internet security fees

Rental 5th – 31st Oct (internet)
	       462.50

     1,625.37

        461.63

          67.68 

        163.88

        657.00

        946.20

        131.46 

     1,847.21

        150.00

        750.19 

          67.40

          72.00

          57.47

          81.18

          19.56


17. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday, 14th November 2011 at 7pm Helsby Library

17.1 Remembrance Day Service – reminder that the service takes place on Sunday 13th November at 11pm in St Paul’s Church.

18. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paras 7, 8, 9 and 12 of Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 – PC217/11.
PART B – exclusion of the press and public

19. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS

19.1 Phase 3 – Helsby Park Development Project.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, accept the quotation received from Horticon Ltd and that they be employed to undertake the work for the Phase 3 – Helsby Park Development at a cost of £12,041.00 plus vat at std rate – PC218/11.
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19.2 Purchase of refurbished shipping container 20ft x 8ft.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, purchase a 20ft x 8ft refurbished shipping container plus extras costing £1,810 plus vat at std rate from Universal Containers located in Manchester – PC219/11.
19.3 Quote for ground prep for container – will obtain quotes after site meeting with container supplier.
19.4 Installation of Christmas Lights 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, employ Weaver Vale Housing Trust to undertake the electrical testing, installation and removal after twelfth night of 33 No. Christmas Lights along Chester Road Helsby costing £4,235 ex vat at std rate – PC220/11.
19.5 Cleaning of War Memorial located in St Paul’s Churchyard.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 1 of the Parish Councils and Burial Authorities (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1970, employ the services of Quadriga Contracts Limited of Northwich to undertake the cleaning of the War Memorial located in St Paul’s Churchyard at a total cost of £795.00 plus vat at std rate – PC221/11.
The meeting closed at 7.50pm

Chairman’s signature…………………………………………………………. Date……………………………………………………
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