 Community Foundation for Merseyside Helsby Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th April 2011 at 7pm in Helsby Library

Present:

Cllr. Sam Johnson – Chairman

Cllr. Chris Ellams – Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Bill Foster



Cllr. Alan Gardner


Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Stuart Hulse


Cllr. Kevin Kennedy


Cllr. Susanne MacPherson


Cllr. Terry O’Neill


Cllr. Digger Rigby


Cllr. Sarah Temple

Cllr. Frank Thomas

In attendance:

Revd. Margaret Saville

CWaC Cllr. Les Ford


Mr Andy MacPherson

PCSO James Tapley


Mr Henry Newton

Miss Rachel Flint – Reporter for the Chester Chronicle

Prayers: led by Revd Saville

Chairman’s Announcements: it was the last meeting that Cllr. Johnson would be the Chairman and he thanked the Parish Council for its support.

1. PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. MacPherson, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC58/11.
Resident from The Rock concerned that the article in the Helsby News inferred that full consultation had taken place with residents relating to an ePetition displayed on CWaC website for speed calming measures when in fact no discussion had occurred. Councillors explained that CWaC had the facility on the website and if enough residents signed an ePetition, it gave CWaC officers the impetus to investigate.  It was recognised that The Rock had a couple of bad junctions and that lighting was impeded by overhanging hedges.  

Cllr. Ford reported on the recent meeting held with ARRIVA / Network Rail re lack of car parking at the Station.  Money was the primary problem but the two sides agreed to investigate the left-hand side nearest to the gate where the barrow crossing used to be.  Cllr. Ford would ask CWaC staff to cost out the scheme and then take it back to the rail companies.

Cllr. Ford asked the Parish Council to advise him if they had concerns about Mr Ralph Walkers’ application for a Premises Licence for the Ex-Serviceman’s Club building.

Cllr. Hulse asked the Parish Council to thank Cllr. Foster for the excellent work he did in re-painting the southerly gateway sign – this was duly acknowledged.

Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Rigby and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC59/11.
2. APOLOGIES – received and accepted from Cllr. Randles.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr. O’Neill declared a personal interest in Item 6.1 as a member of the Northwich & Rural North Area Partnership Board – VAVR had applied to the APB for funding.
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4. POLICE MATTERS

4.1 PCSO Tapley gave the following report:-
News from Inspector Hodgson:

· Shed break-ins – travelling criminals – leads being followed.

· Spike in Anti-Social Behaviour – seasonal.  Plans in place to combat.

       News from PCSO Tapley:

· At the last meeting, a member of the public raised a complaint about lack of PCSO presence in the village.  Contact details were given but, to date, the member of the public had not made contact.
· Clarification as to the logic behind regular visits to Helsby High School. This was not primarily to resolve internal matters but to gather intelligence i.e. ASB in the community and who the offenders were.

· Harmers Wood – patrols increased re drug dealings taking place – cannabis seized.

· Stepping up patrols in Helsby both vehicular and on foot at key times / locations – cannabis seized.  Patrols would be increased during the light nights.
· Robin Hood – forced entry.  PCSO tried to re-enforce door to prevent reoccurrence.

Cllr. Crossley-Jones commended the local police for very prompt action with youth being apprehended for chasing sheep around a field on a motorcycle.  PCSO was thanked for his input in this.

5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14TH MARCH 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Ellams, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that the minutes of Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 14th March 2011 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC60/11.
6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1 Voluntary Action Vale Royal – VAVR – Summer Playscheme request for funding – the Council’s request to obtain more information before considering the request was being pursued. 
6.2 Venue for monthly Parish Council meetings.  Proposed by Cllr. Holder, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, book St. Paul’s Church Hall for the 13th June meeting costing £24.00 – PC61/11.
7. MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 28TH MARCH 2011.  Cllr. Kennedy presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-

7.1 Review of Financial Regulations.  Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the existing Financial Regulations be accepted in entirety – PC61/11.
7.2 Review of Risk Assessment.  Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED that the existing Risk Assessment be accepted in entirety – PC62/11.
7.3 Review of Assets Register.  Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the register value of £143,293.72 for list of assets held as at 31st March 11 be accepted as accurate – PC63/11.
7.4 Review of Insurance Schedule / Policy.  Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 114 of the Local Government Act 1972, apply to AON to increase the Fidelity Guarantee Insurance from £140,000 to £190,000 to protect the predicted maximum amount of monies held in balances – PC64/11.
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7.4a
AON Local Council Insurance Renewal – following negotiation the AON renewal quote for ensuring fiscal year came in at £1,595.51 (does not include added premium for increasing the Fidelity Guarantee see 7.4).  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 114 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve the renewal quote of £1,595.51 received from AON for the Insurance renewal premium for the period 1st June 11 to 31st May 2012 – PC65/11.
7.5 
Budget Analysis as at 28th March 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Budget Analysis dated 28th March 2011 be accepted – PC66/11.
7.6
Financial Statement.  Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Financial Statement dated 28th March 11 showing £101,236.29 held in balances be accepted – PC67/11.
7.7
Annual Language Partnership. Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve grant of £500 towards expenses incurred through the Annual Language Partnership between the 3 schools involved Helsby-Whitby-Kelsterbach – PC68/11.
8. BURIAL GRANT.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with the Local Authorities’ Cemeteries Order 1977 SI 1977/204, art 10 10(1) and (6), grant burial right for Plot 29 West Pink in Helsby Public Cemetery to Mrs Barbara Norgain of Rockwood Sandy Lane Helsby Frodsham WA6 9BD – PC69/11.
9. HELSBY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION – no matters reported.
10. COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY – Cllrs. Temple and Ellams attended the surgery held on 2nd April where the following items were discussed:-

· Gypsys – Towers Lane update

· Objection to purchase of stand-along clock to commemorate Her Majesty The Queen’s “Diamond Jubilee”.  Resident preferred money to be spent on other projects i.e. field drainage, seats etc.

· Proposed Wind Farm – Community Benefit Fund
· PCSO – lack of visibility

· Amenity issues relating to land at rear of Lodge Hollow belonging to Weaver Vale Housing Trust- Clerk to contact the Trust
· Helsby Library “then & now” photographic project.

A good deal of discussion followed re history of the parish field drainage and the current Environment Agency consultation with regard to the two pumping stations on the marshes.  The parish field drainage was delegated to the Parks Committee.
11. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL – CWaC

11.1 Planning System – Electronic Consultation.  The role out had been put back having considered feedback from Parish Councils. Helsby Parish Council agreed to be involved in the Pilot Programme which would commence mid-May.
11.2 Application received from Mr Ralph Walker for a Premises Licence under the Licensing Act 2003 for the Ex-Servicemen’s Club – as there were no changes to the current licence the Parish Council had no reason to object.
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11.3 Promoting and Enforcing Responsible Dog Ownership – exploring the opportunity to establish a Borough wide Dog Control Order (making it an offence to fail to remove dog faeces).  The Parish Council was in favour and supported the initiative but preferred to use the PCSO to issue fixed penalties rather than by “imposing peer pressure to challenge and report offenders”.
11.4 Rural Regeneration & Housing Strategies – commencing a 12 week public consultation period on the draft strategies – comments required by 20th June – duly noted.
11.5 Local Council Elections 5th May 2011 – notification received that there had been 5 nominations for each of the 3 Wards therefore a Parish Council election was unnecessary. Councillors were advised to submit a nil return on their expenses form when official notification was received from Chief Executive. 

11.6 Helsby - Single Member Ward.  An election would take place for a new Borough Councillor and it was agreed that a specific item be placed on the monthly agenda to receive a report. 

12. CORRESPONDENCE & MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS
12.1 Cheshire Community Action.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 143 of the Local Government Act 1972, renew its annual subscription with Cheshire Community Action costing £50 – PC70/11.
12.2 Community Pride Competition 2010 – the Community Pride Co-Ordinator Mrs Sylvia Batty had written to clear up any misunderstandings relating to last year’s judging – duly noted.  It was appreciated that judges did so voluntarily but Helsby was still marked down on areas that the Parish Council had no control over namely the play area on the Persimmon Estate. It was agreed to write to Mrs Batty to acknowledge her letter and to re-enforce that the Parish Council would consider entering Helsby into next year’s competition. 

12.3 North West Air Ambulance – thanking the Parish Council for the generosity and support thus enabling NWAA to continue their life saving work throughout the region – duly noted.

12.4 Helsby Greenwood Centre – Cllr. Thomas gave a very thorough report including that the group had moved to St. Paul’s Church Hall but hoped that the previous venue would become available to them once more.

12.5 Applications for Allotment Tenancy Agreements.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council enter into new Allotment Tenancy Agreements with the following Helsby residents:-
Plot 15F Queens Drive Allotments – Mr Graham Sedwell of 240 Chester Road
Plot 17 Queens Drive Allotments – Mr Graham O’Reilly of 18 Newfield Terrace

· PC71/11.
13. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

13.1 Affiliation Fee Request.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 143 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve the ChALC affiliation fee for 2011/12 costing £1,173.60 – PC72/11.  
Cllrs. Hulse, Thomas and O’Neill declared personal interest in the above as Executive Members of ChALC.

13.2 Local Council Review.  Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve the annual subscription charge of £13.50 for one copy of the Local Council Review – PC73/11. It was agreed to circulate to Councillors.
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13.3 Vale Royal Area Meetings – to select representatives.  It was agreed that Cllrs. Thomas, O’Neill and Ellams be selected.  The Parish Clerk already attended as Area Secretary.
13.4 Strategic Housing & Spatial Planning Service – Cllr. Hulse commented on the recent mini-seminar with Heads of Department.  Changes planned to the Social Housing Sector.
13.5 Condolences had been sent to Bishop Alan Chesters (past President of ChALC) whose wife died recently.

14. TRANSPORT MATTERS – Cllr. Thomas reported that the Department of Transport did not think that the Barrow Crossing should be re-instated due to the dangers of passengers crossing the lines.  Passenger Focus to respond re lack of access and the wider implications of the policy.

15. HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP – Cllr. O’Neill reported that the meeting held on 7th April to discussed “Diamond Jubilee” was well attended with plenty of volunteers willing to form the basis of a committee. Using the Parish Field as a central venue and organising a parade figured highly in the discussion.
16. PLANNING
16.1 The Chairman summarised the Council’s response (bold print) to the following new planning application:-

	Application

No.
	Address
	Proposed Development
	Comments

	11/00912/S73
	Green Meadow Chalet

Park, Towers Lane,

Alvanley
	Variation of Condition 1 & 2 of Application 06-1888-COU granted on appeal 05.03.09
	Strong objections due to effect on the openness and visual amenity of the Green Belt




It was understood that the above application would be discussed at 26th April Planning Committee meeting.  Members were informed that “Purdah” did not affect CWaC Councillors from attending said meeting.

17. ACCOUNTS

17.1 External Audit of the Parish Council’s accounts for Year Ending 31st March 2011.  The Audit Commission had called in Cheshire’s accounts on 16th May 11 which would be achievable.  The Clerk had placed the “Notice of Appointment of Date for the Exercise of Electors’ Rights” in the Library / Community Centre Notice Board – duly noted.
17.2 Bank Reconciliation and Balance Sheet for the Parish Council’s accounts for Year Ending 31st March 2011.  The Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation Sheet showing monies held in balances totalling £98,457.67 and Balance Sheet for Year Ending 31st March 2011 be accepted as accurate with bank statements being initialled by the Chairman – PC74/11.
17.3 Request for retrospective permission.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that retrospective approval be granted for the following cheques:-
Cheque No. 3904
BT Payment Services (HPC phone)

£109.46

Cheque No. 3905
same (Community Centre)


  £68.07

Cheque No. 3906
UU Water (Community Centre)

£124.65

Cheque No. 3910
HM Revenue & Customs (Tax/NI March)
£491.94 -PC75/11.
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17.4 Invoice for payments.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that the following payments for March 2011 totalling £5,729.48 be passed for payment – PC76/11.
	Chq.

No.
	To whom paid
	Particulars of payment
	Amount

£

	3904

3905

3906

3907

-09

3910

3911

3912

3913
3914

3915

3916

3917

3918


	BT Payment Services

Same

United Utilities Water plc

Employees

HM Revenue & Customs

Mr T J O’Neill

Mrs Jeanette E Hughes

ChALC

Mr John B Robotham

Old Vicarage Tree Surgery

Ralph Avis Waste Services

CWaC

United Utilities Water plc
	Phone – Parish Council

Phone – Community Centre

Water – Community Centre

Above cheques already cleared at bank

March 2011 salaries

Tax & NI on above salaries

Above Cheque No. 3910 already sent

Travel expenses – Backford Hall

Travel expenses £18.00 and paper £14.38

Audit Training – Parish Clerk

Weedkiller/compost/plants

Tree/hedge work – Parish Field

Skip Hire – QD Allotments

Annual apportionment costs – Community Centre

Water charge – AD Allotments
	   109.46

     68.07

   124.65

1,601.87

   491.94

       8.80

     32.38

       5.00

     28.73

   282.00

   156.00

2,803.81

     16.77


18. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – 9th May 2011 at 7pm in Helsby Library.  Note that, following the Local Council Election on 5th May 2011, Councillors will be required to sign the “Declaration of Acceptance of Office and Compliance with the Code of Conduct” prior to the start of the meeting.
The Annual Parish Meeting of the Parish Electorate will take place on Thursday, 21st April 11 at 7pm in Helsby Community Centre.

Cllr. Hulse took the opportunity to thank Cllr. Johnson for his year in office saying that he had done the Council proud – this was endorsed by all present. 

19. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Ellams and RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item on the grounds that it involved the like disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 7, 8, 9 & 12 of 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 – PC77/11.
PART B – Confidential Item

20. Lease of Helsby Ex-Servicemen’s Club.  
a) Surrender of existing lease.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that the template “Surrender” document be sent to the Trustees of the Helsby Ex-Servicemen’s Club suggesting that they consider using the document as appropriate for purpose in this instance and to strongly advise the Club to seek legal advice prior to signing.  If the document was deemed to be usable, it would be sent to Walker Smith Way for their legal opinion– PC78/11.
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b) New Lease Agreement with Mr Ralph Walker.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that the Council uses appropriate sections from the template Lease Agreement to produce a draft lease that will be sent to both Mr Walker’s solicitors and Walker Smith Way to accommodate both parties.  Cllrs. MacPherson and Kennedy were delegated the above task and to act on the Parish Council’s behalf in progressing the matter to its conclusion – PC79/11.
The meeting closed at 8.50pm

Chairman’s signature………………………………………………………………..  Date………………………………………………….
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