Helsby Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 11th July 2011 at 7pm in Helsby Library

Present:

Cllr. Chris Ellams – Chairman

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Alan Gardner

Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Bill Foster



Cllr. Kevin Kennedy

Cllr. Susanne MacPherson

Cllr. Andy MacPherson

Cllr. Sam Johnson

Cllr. George Randles


Cllr. Sarah Temple


Cllr. Frank Thomas

In attendance:

Revd Margaret Saville


CWaC Cllr. Les Ford


PCSO James Tapley

Mr David Temple

Prayers – led by Revd Margaret

1. PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC145/11. There being no matters brought to the council’s attention it was proposed by Cllr. S MacPherson, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC146/11.
1.1 Cllr. Ford reported the following:-

· Costing of a scheme to create more car parking spaces at Helsby Station.  CWaC Engineering had drawn up plans that would see 23 spaces created on land owned by Network Rail and ARRIVA Trains Wales adjacent to Helsby Station.  The exercise had been instigated by Cllr. Ford as a feasibility study and the information, with estimated costs in the region of £70K, had been passed to the two rail companies.  Cllr. Ford urged the Parish Council to consider the wisdom of creating more spaces as these would be filled up in time.

· Car Parking at Station Avenue.  Registration numbers were taken to evidence that RSK staffs were using the car park and the list was shown to RSK manager Sam Kane.  Although RSK had arrangements locally for staff parking it was not clear if the allocated spaces where enough to cover demand. Cllr. Ford would continue to pursue Chief Executive of RSK to manage the staff parking effectively. 
· Assisted Transport to School – CWaC looking to save £1m.   Assisted transport to Faith Schools would be withdrawn altogether and other groups would see reduction in payments including over 17’s and children who attended schools out of area.  Cllr. Ford explained that the payment was discretionary and not statutory.  Many letters of objection re withdrawing the funding had been received. Parish Councillors expressed concern that this could have a big impact on the village as young people would use their own transport to get to school. 
2. APOLOGIES – received and accepted from Cllrs. Holder, Hulse and Rigby.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – none declared.

4. POLICE MATTERS

4.1 PCSO/Cheshire Constabulary/Highways/Cllr. O’Neill & Parish Clerk met to investigate feasibility of painting double yellow lines on both sides of the bend between Station Avenue / Lodge Hollow and to discuss car parking on junctions Lower Rake Lane / Chester Road and Old Chester Road / Robin Hood Lane.  Strong likelihood that double yellow lines would be painted on bend but not at junctions as these were covered by Highway Code. 
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4.2 Report from PCSO Tapley:-

· Action from the meeting mentioned in Item 4.1 should alleviate some of the parking problems.  PCSO still actively handing out parking tickets so slight improvement noticed.

· Robin Hood Lane parking at junction.  PCSO checking vehicles to talk to owners in an advisory capacity.  Worth noting that vehicles parked on Robin Hood Lane are having the effect of slowing down traffic.

· Inspector Hodgson thanked “Homewatch” for their input that brought about the capture of 3 Blacon lads for the theft of metal fencing.

· Anti-Social Behaviour in Helsby – mainly around the southerly end of the village – alcohol seized.  PCSO keeping a watchful eye around the Mere’s Edge area for ring-leaders.

· Parking at junction of Rake Lane / Chester Road.  One ticket issued – situation not as bad as reports.
Cllr. Gardner enquired about the “Traffic” epaulette worn by PCSO – this indicated that PCSO had traffic control powers in certain situations.

5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 13TH JUNE 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 13th June 2011 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC147/11.
6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MEETING

6.1 New Lease form building known as Ex-Servicemen’s Club.  Solicitors from both parties have agreed the new terms.  Lease expected to be signed within the next 10-14 days along with the “Deed of Surrender” as soon as the formalities were arranged.  It was noted that Walkerbar had already commenced trading from the building. The existing lease, with the club, was still valid and would cover the Parish Council’s interest until the new lease was signed.
6.2 The Rock – progress was being made re contacting landowners to attend to overgrown vegetation obscuring road signs and lighting columns.

6.3 Disabled Parking Bay outside the Post Office.  The Disabled Badge Sign had been attached to adjacent column.  Marking out the bay would follow.

6.4 Shipping Container – application for 5-year temporary permission (11/03061/FUL) – plans, submitted by the Parish Council, were in the validation process.

6.5 Consultation on proposed changes to Home to School Transport Policy.  Mr Temple had drafted a response that was approved by members and sent in to CWaC.

6.6 Application for In-store Pharmacy at Tesco Helsby.  Members discussed the responses received from Brookhouse and Western Chester PCT re the Parish Council’s objections to granting the application.  It was believed that certain facts in the Tesco application were questionable particularly relating to statement that referred to Tesco acting out of public demand for a pharmacy. Mr Fearn was considering extending opening hours to 6.45pm Mon-Fri to cover surgery hours. Petition had raised over 2,000 signatures.  Helsby Health Centre stance on the application was unknown but Cllr. Thomas and Crossley-Jones would push for a meeting with Centre Manager.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council write a letter to the Western Cheshire PCT expressing strong objection to the Tesco In-Store 
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pharmacy application on the grounds that, in the Parish Councils opinion, Mr Fearn’s Pharmacy is adequate for the village as is Sainsbury’s “out of hours” pharmacy  within 10 minutes’ drive from Helsby – PC148/11.
6.7 Amendments to Ince Resource Recovery Park Plot 9 Biomass Plant.  Cllr. Temple had circulated draft comments that were approved and sent in on 23rd June 2011.  The Parish Council congratulated Cllr. Temple for noticing that different wind speed figures had been quoted by Peel on the Biomass application and the Wind Farm plans.
7.  MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 27TH JUNE 2011.  Cllr. O’Neill presented the minutes that included the following recommendations.
7.1 Connexions grant money of £2,000.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. A MacPherson and RESOLVED – that the Council spend the Connexions grant money of £2,000 towards funding Phase 3 of the Helsby Park Development which would benefit the young people of the village – PC149/11.
7.2 Participation Budget.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. A MacPherson and RESOLVED – that the Parish  Council organise a Participatory Budget event in 2012 and that £4,000 be earmarked out of reserves as the pot of money that local groups could bid for with a maximum bid of £1,000 – PC150/11.
7.3 Transfer of money to invest.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. A MacPherson and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council transfer £40,000 from the Bonus Saver A/c and place said monies in a 12 month “Guaranteed Investment Bond” with the Co-Operative Bank – PC151/11.
7.4 Budget Analysis as at 27th June 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. A MacPherson and RESOLVED  - that the Parish Council agree to
a) Vire unspent monies totalling £1,050 from 261-Community Projects (First Aid course) and put said money towards the costs of replacing the stolen gates;
b) to vire £230 from the 240-Cllr/staff training budget to cover the overspend in 266-H & S staff training budget;
c) to vire overspend of approximately £200 from the 258-sundries budget to pay for the shortfall in the budget for increased copies of Helsby News – PC152/11.
7.5 Financial Statement as at 27th June 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. A MacPherson and RESOLVED – that the Financial Statement detailing £179,211.92 held in balances as at 27th June 2011 be accepted – PC153/11.
Cllr. Thomas questioned the validity of the Finance Committee meeting which had taken place without a member from South Ward present – the Clerk replied that, as long as the committee was quorate, the meeting was legal. 
8. MINUTES OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY & ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 4TH JULY 2011.  Cllr. Temple presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-

8.1 Trimming of Cemetery Conifers.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 1 of the Parish Councils and Burial Authorities (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1970, employ Old Vicarage Tree Surgery to cut long branches and undertake a 6-8ins trim off all conifer trees at Helsby Public Cemetery at a cost of £240 ex vat std rate – PC154/11.
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8.2 Allotment Site Inspections.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – to issue to Plot 2 & Plot 8b (both at Queens Drive Allotment Gardens) informing them that ‘Notice to Quit’ would be served and that Plots 8f, 13f & 16b (all Queens Drive site) be sent a warning letter to improve within 30 days – PC155/11.
8.3 Frequency of Inspections.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – to increase the frequency of allotment site checks during the growing season (March to October) to monthly inspections undertaken by the Chairman of the Parks Committee, the Parish Clerk and another member of the Parks Committee – PC156/11.
8.4 Management of Allotments. Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – to 1) send a sequence of standard letters, varying in magnitude, to allotment holders non-compliant with terms of allotment tenancy agreement; 2) modify the allotment tenancy agreement to adopt new system of notification; 3) give authority to the Parish Clerk to send out warning letters immediately after an inspection with prior agreement from the Parks Committee Chair of Vice-Chair and representative(s) conducting the site inspection – PC157/11.
8.5 Grounds Maintenance Equipment.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with sub-section 9 of the Open Spaces Act 1906, purchase a hedge cutting attachment for the Ryobi Strimmer costing in the region of £40 – PC158/11.
8.6 Helsby Park Development.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, employ Susan Griffiths Partnership Landscape Architects to create a detailed drawing and to manage all aspects of the Phase 3 Helsby Park Development project through to post contract (increased to 12 months defects period to cover planting) at a fee of £2,852.50 plus vat at std rate – PC159/11.
8.7 Stolen Double Gates.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government (Misc. Prov) Act 1976,  1) employ Joe Preston & Son to supply and fit 1No pair 3.1m wide double gates to match existing stolen gates primed ready to paint £485.00 plus vat at std rate; 2) to weld continuous flat bar vertically by the hinges to hinder cutting operation to all existing 11No hanging gates £358.00 plus vat at std rate – PC160/11.
8.8 Removal of bin and gravel.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 1 of the Parish Council and Burial Authorities (Misc. Prov) Act 1970, employ Mr Rod Maddocks of Crescent Drive to remove / dispose of waste bin, gravel mound and stone sets located in Helsby Public Cemetery at a total cost of £140 – PC161/11.
9. BURIAL GRANTS – no applications received.

10. COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY – Cllr. Randles reported the following items discussed at the surgery held on 2nd July that he attended with Cllr. Hulse:-

· One resident from Kings Drive attended to talk about the following:-
· Update on Tesco In-store pharmacy application.

· Status of Traveller Site

· Dog fouling in the village

· Planters outside the sandwich shop had been raided – request CCTV in village.
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The frequency of surgeries was re-visited due to the disappointing turnout.  It was hoped that the designs for Phase 3 of the park development could tempt residents to talk to us.

11. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER BOROUGH COUNCIL – CWaC

11.1 Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment 2010/2011.  The Clerk had e-mailed development sites in Helsby thought to have been omitted.  Confirmation received that the study only took account of developments granted up to 1st April 2010 and some site permissions were not granted then.  The report was due to be updated in forthcoming months.
11.2 Department of Energy & Climate Change had written to CWaC to confirm that the Secretary of State had decided to call for a public inquiry to be held into Peel Wind Farms (Frodsham) Limited’s application for his consent under Section 36 of the Electricity Act 1989 to construct and operate a 60MW wind turbine generating station at Frodsham Canal Deposit Grounds. He also decided that a pre-inquiry meeting should be held at 1pm on Wednesday, 14th September 2011 at the Holiday Inn Runcorn.  Agreed that Cllr. Temple represent Helsby Parish Council at the public inquiry.  It was also agreed to consider joining forces with “Residents Against Windfarm” action group.
11.3 Area Partnership Board – Cllr. O’Neill reported the following from the last meeting:-

· Looking at forum boundaries due to increase in CWaC councillors;

· Rural Network Launch – LDF Strategy on-going – need to be aware of what was going on;

· North Cheshire Network – replacing Vale Royal Voluntary Section.  In it to help each other out.

12. CORRESPONDENCE & MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS
12.1 Graham Evans MP urging the Parish Council to get behind his campaign by signing a petition to put pressure on the Highways Agency to re-surface the M56 with modern “whisper quiet” motorway surfaces.  Members of the public can sign an “on-line” petition but they must leave their e-mail address and this can then open up to political matters coming through.  Cllr. O’Neill reported that re-surfacing the motorway was one of the actions identified in the “Parish Plan”.
12.2 First Aid Course – reminder that course, organised by the Parish Council, takes place on Saturday, 23rd July at 10am in the Community Centre – duly noted.

12.3 Quinn Glass – Cllr. Thomas reported that the founding family had run into financial difficulties and the Irish Government had stepped in.  The Elton plant had just secured a major order from “Jacob’s Creek”, the Australian wine growers, to bottle its produce for the next 5 years.  Rail line had been delayed due to badger set.

13. DIAMOND JUBILEE COMMITTEE – Cllr. O’Neill reported the following:-

· Group would use HVAG constitution with elected officers and an “Action Plan” approach to targets.  Next meeting to take place on 11th August 2011.

· All day event set for Saturday, 2nd June 2012 starting at Community Centre followed by parade ending up at Helsby Community Sports Club.  The Committee opted for the events of the day to take place at the club for Health & Safety reasons.
· The committee had been tasked to think of something that would commemorate the occasion in the long-term and were following up suggestions. 
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14. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

14.1 Training Programme 2011-12.  Clerk to arrange “Power of Well Being” training event for Helsby Parish Councillors not yet trained.

14.2 Cllr. Thomas reported that the Chief Officer had been offered two places on the Traveller Awareness organised by CWaC at Constabulary HQ.  The members from Mickle Trafford and Alvanley had volunteered to attend. 

14.3 VR Area Meeting – arranged for 15th July at Wyvern House.  Inspector Mark Watson – Head of Diversity at Cheshire Constabulary was the keynote speaker and had been invited to talk about Travellers.

14.4 NALC Conference in Sheffield – Cllr. Stuart Hulse attending.

14.5 NALC Council meeting – Chief Executive reported that Parish Councils were becoming increasingly popular with government because of the services that they could take on.  Councillors where insistent that funding must follow function.

15. TRANSPORT MATTERS

15.1 Cllr. Thomas reported the following:-
· Junk mail in Station Master’s House – removed due to fire hazard

· Installation of visual display screens – concerns that tannoy system could cause amenity issue with neighbours.  Cllr. Thomas would take this up with rail companies.

· Complaint re lack of carriages on Friday train from Llandudno.  Passengers having to stand.  Local MP taking it up.

15.2 Liverpool John Lennon Airport (LJLA) Consultative Committee – Cllr. A MacPherson reported the following:-
· In 2012 Aviation Tax comes in.  Air Passenger Duty already in force but in 2012 airports will be hit by EU Emissions which will be charged per mile of travel. International flights will be cheaper from Southern Ireland and Regional Airports may struggle to stay open.

· Southport Air Show 23/24 July – using LJLA.

· Between March & May – LJLA had received 73 complaints 46 of which came from the same resident in Dunham Hill.  LJLA were obligated to respond to all communications.
· Cllr. MacPherson was asked to circulate the formal minutes from the meeting.

16. PLANNING
16.1 The Chairman summarised the council’s commitment re the following new planning application:-

11/02266/FUL
8 Old Chester Road
Single storey front and rear extensions

No objections

17. ACCOUNTS

17.1 Bank Reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank statement and confirmed they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation Sheet detailing £177,490.99 held in balances as at 11th July 2011 be accepted as accurate and that the bank statement be initialled by the Chairman – PC162/11.
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17.2 Cheque No’s 3955/3954.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that retrospective permission be granted for the issuing of Cheque No’s 3955 £137.34 and 3954 £67.68 both written out to “BT Payment Services” – PC163/11.
17.3 Broken bough on tree at parish field.  Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Temple and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with sub-section 9 of the Open Spaces Act 1906, grant retrospective approval re employment of GSI Groundwork & Construction (owned by Cllr. Digger Rigby) to cut and remove broken bough on tree at parish field costing £240 sum – PC164/11.
17.4 Gates.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government Act (Misc. Prov) Act 1976, grant retrospective approval re employment of Joe Preston & Son Limited to weld washers on 11No gates costing £80 plus vat at std rate – PC165/11.
17.5 Payments for June / early July 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Crossley-Jones, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the following payments for June / early July 2011 totalling £5,089.95 be passed for payment – PC166/11:-
	Chq

No.
	To whom paid


	Particulars of payment


	Amount

£

	3954

3955

3956

-58

3959
3960

3961

3962

3963

3964

3965

3966

3967

3968

3969

3970

3971

3972
	BT Payment Services

BT Payment Services

Employees

HM Revenue & Custom

Kentra Training Ltd

Joe Preston & Son Ltd

Joe Preston & Son Ltd

CWaC

Mr T J O’Neill

Hunt Planning Services

Smith of Derby Ltd

Helsby To Hand

Johnsons of Nantwich

CWaC

United Utilities Water

GSI Groundworks

Phoenix Business Sys.
	Phone – Helsby Community Centre

Phone – Helsby Parish Council

June 2011 salaries

Tax & NI on above salaries

1-day training course for General Assistants

Work on railings at Children’s Park

Emergency work to weld 11No gates

Planning fees – Shipping Container

Travel expenses Rudheath & Cuddington

Architect fees and Ordnance Map

Annual Village Clock maintenance

Advertising costs – surgeries

Print cost of newsletter plus insertion

Hire of Helsby Library for June HPC meeting

Water – QD allotment gardens

Urgent tree removal – parish field

New drum and toner for photocopier
	     67.68

   137.34

1,658.77

   428.23

   330.00

   426.00

     96.00

     85.00

     22.40

   100.00

   211.20

     72.00

   840.00

     33.00

   158.30

   240.00

   184.03


18. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – 8th August 2011.

18.1 September meeting – agreed to move this forward to 5th September at Clerk’s request.

The meeting closed at 8.15pm

Chairman’s signature…………………………………………………………………………… Date………………………………….
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