Helsby Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 12th December 2011 at 7pm in Helsby Library

Present:

Cllr. Chris Ellams – Chairman

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Bill Foster

Cllr.  Alan Gardner


Cllr. Andy MacPherson

Cllr. Patricia Holder

Cllr. Stuart Hulse


Cllr. George Randles


Cllr. Sarah Temple

Cllr. Frank Thomas

In attendance:-

Mr David Temple


CWaC Cllr. Les Ford

Chairman’s Announcements: Miss Rachel Flint (Reporter for the Chester Chronicle) sent in apologies as she could not drive with a broken arm.  Everyone wished her well.

1. PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC240/11.  There being no matters brought to the council’s attention it was proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC241/11.
1.1 Report from CWaC Cllr. Les Ford as follows:-

· Windfarm Inquiry – Cllr. Ford’s speech on the decimation of the raptor population was not challenged by the Peel barrister. The closing speeches would take place on Wednesday.  CWaC hoping to challenge on ecology and landscape grounds.
· Helsby Parish Community Forum – the very first one would be held in January 2012.

· Cllr. Ford confirmed that the County Association would be involved in matters relating to the Town/Parish Council movement in Cheshire.

· Cllr. Ford had already agreed to grant £1,000, out of his discretionary fund, towards the costs of manufacturing a beacon for the Diamond Jubilee celebrations. The Clerk would complete the formal request form. 
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – received and accepted from Cllrs. MacPherson, Kennedy, Johnson, Crossley-Jones and Rigby.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – none reported.

4. POLICE MATTERS
4.1 The Parish Clerk read out PCSO Tapley’s report as follows:-

· Numerous tickets issued at Lodge Hollow including 4 on one occasion;

· Caught 2 boys truanting from Helsby High smoking cannabis in the park close to young children.  Boy has had a youth reprimand;

· School Road Safety Day at Hornsmill was a massive success with everyone involved.  Message of safe parking and practice had been given;

· Tickets issued at Denbigh Close in relation to parking;

· No incidents of ‘Anti-Social Behaviour’ reported since 1st November;

· Speeding enforcement carried out on A56 Chester Road – 6 tickets issued;

· PCSO Tapley was now trained in CCTV Van which could be used to monitor events in Helsby when required.  Advance booking was advisable if anyone could think of a usage.

Page 748








Chairman’s initial…………

4.2 Security Chain Locks – request for funding to purchase 40 x Locks @£2.50 for residents living in Helsby Park Homes.  A good deal of discussion ensued mainly concerned about the precedent that this could set due to the large percentage of the population being elderly. Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council refuse the request to purchase Security Chain Locks for residents living in Helsby Park Homes due to the precedent that it could set and cost implications – PC242/11.
4.3 Numerous vehicles parked at Home View Developments and advertising boards in same area.  Cllr. Ford confirmed that CWaC were dealing with these matters and that the board at the bottom of Crescent Drive should have been removed.  A member of the public present asked to speak on the subject.  A proposal was made by Cllr. Temple, which was seconded by Cllr. MacPherson, to allow the member of the public to speak.  This was lost on the vote.

5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14TH NOVEMBER 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th November 2011 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC243/11.
6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1 CWaC Waste Services had agreed to send out a representative to speak at one of our meetings about the scheme for kerbside pickup starting in April 2012.  A briefing note had been circulated.  It was thought that the Helsby Community Forum would be a good place to start informing the public.

7. MINUTES OF THE STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 28TH NOV 2011.  Cllr. Thomas presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-
7.1 Standing Orders.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the revised Standing Orders document be now accepted and implemented as the governing document for Helsby Parish Council – PC244/11.
7.2 Publication Scheme.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the revised Publication Scheme be now accepted and implemented by Helsby Parish Council – PC245/11.
8. BURIAL GRANTS – no applications received.

9. HELSBY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION – Cllr. Holder reported the following:-

· AGM – Ladies Toilets were discussed and a letter would be sent to the Parish Council detailing the committee’s hopes;
· Hall bookings continue at 75% usage.  It was noted that fewer families hired the hall;

· Hire fees would be raised by 2-3%;

· Officer members of the committee would like to retire;

· Quiz Night – lack of support from Helsby Parish Council;

· Bookings up slightly.
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10. HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB – Cllr. Randles reported the following:-
· Negotiations between CWaC and Brookhouse were progressing with CWaC re-affirming commitment for the future development  of the club;

· Parties were close to signing ‘Heads of Agreement’;

Members raised concern about the club’s advertising banners particularly around Tesco Junction.  Parish Councillors debated advertising, by the various groups, throughout Helsby and the lack of ability to control what went up.  This was a good medium to advertise an event locally but the banners that were posted long-term were causing the biggest problem. It was generally agreed that all groups/organisations should advertise within the law.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council request that CWaC inspect Helsby to view and take appropriate action re the amount of posters/banners being advertised in public places throughout the village – PC246/11.
11. HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP

11.1 Diamond Jubilee – proposed raised bed on Maltby Triangle.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, employ Susan Griffiths Partnership (Landscape Architect), at a cost of £250 + vat, to do the drawings for a raised bed on Maltby Triangle land and that said drawing be sent to CWaC for their approval and will also be used by the Parish Council to obtain quotes – PC247/11.
11.2 Diamond Jubilee – Cllr. O’Neill reported the following:-

· Helsby Newsletter latest edition – editorial staffs were congratulated for the very informative full-page ad advertising the events that were being planned for next year’s celebration;

· Local APB notified of Helsby events;

· Letter would be sent to all active groups in Helsby inviting them to take part;

· Purchase of mugs – following a meeting with Churchill China it became apparent that the mugs were more expensive than first thought.  The idea might have to be shelved due to budget restrictions.

· Beacon on the Hill – Cllr. Ford and Mrs Ellie Morris had promised £1,000 each to cover manufacturing costs.

12. COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY – Cllrs. Foster, Hulse and Randles attended the recently held surgery on 3rd Dec when the following was discussed:-
· Update on Gypsy / Traveller situation;

· Helsby Parish Council congratulated on cheerful Christmas lighting display;

· Advertising signs in area around Home View Developments ;

· Noise emanating from events held at ‘The Eccies’.  The resident had now given the details to PCSO Tapley who was dealing directly with the Licensee.

12.1 Dates and Rota for 2012 were circulated.  Cllr. Thomas noticed that the advert in the latest ‘Helsby To Hand’ stated “No surgery in January due to bank holiday weekend”.  This was a mistake that the Clerk apologised for.  Surgery would go ahead as planned on 7th Jan.
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13. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL – CWaC

13.1 Local Transport Plan 2011-2026 Summary – duly noted.
13.2 Tenancy Strategy Consultation – new duty on the local authority to develop a tenancy strategy and to consult at this early stage.  The Parish Council did not own any housing stock although it was sympathetic to the need for change.  The existing ‘for life’ tenancy policy was no longer possible due to the need to house people in suitably sized accommodation.  Housing stock could be contracted out to private sector landlords and the ramifications relating to this could see 12-months contracts as ‘the norm’.
14. MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS
14.1 Plot 15b.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council enter into an Allotment Tenancy Agreement with Mr Graham Sedwell of 240 Chester Road WA6 0PW for Plot 15b Queens Drive with immediate effect – PC248/11.
14.2 RAW Group – thanking the Parish Council for their donation of £800 towards the costs to produce photomontage for the Frodsham Windfarm Public Inquiry. Conflicting information had been received that Peel’s barrister had disputed the validity of RAW testimony.  Cllr. Temple was able to report that this was not the case and that the group’s evidence was undisputed.

14.3 Rotary Club of Frodsham and Helsby.  Invitation to whoever holds the position of Chairman of Helsby Parish Council to be an Honorary Member of the Club in recognition of what they do in the public eye. Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council thank the Rotary Club of Frodsham and Helsby for their kind invitation to whoever holds the position of Chairman of Helsby Parish Council to be an Honorary Member of the Club and that we would be delighted to accept – PC249/11. 

14.4 Phase 3 – Children’s Park.  Letter from resident concerned about the costs, granite benches and lack of picnic tables.  The Clerk had explained what, why and where the money was spent.  Cllr. Temple had placed an article in Helsby News inviting members of the public to come forward with ideas for what they wanted to see in the scheme and even went so far as to make suggestions which included picnic tables  to guide residents but no one responded.  It was agreed that the Parks Committee could consider purchasing picnic tables.
14.5 Boundary Commission for England – initial proposal Mersey Banks CC Electorate 80,371.  Helsby and Frodsham had been placed into a constituency area that covered Bromborough to Weaver Ward.  Most councillors raised objections to the proposal.  The Chairman, Cllr Thomas and the Parish Clerk were tasked to formulate and send in the Council’s objections.
14.6 Lodge Hollow residents – the Clerk read out the petition sent to the Area Highways Office requesting that talks were initiated to try and solve the parking congestion around the area of Helsby Station.  The Parish Council wholeheartedly supported the residents of Lodge Hollow and various proposals were discussed.  It was agreed that the Helsby Community Forum would be a good venue to start with and that residents would be encouraged to attend and air their views.
Page 751








Chairman’s initial………….

14.7 Society of Local Council Clerks annual membership due for 2012 - £157.  Councillors questioned why the Parish Council should pay for the Clerk’s membership of a union that benefits Clerks.  It was agreed nationally that councils should encourage their clerks to be members of the SLCC by so doing, this could also benefit councils.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 143 of the Local Government Act 1972, renew the annual membership for 2012 of the Society of Local Council Clerks costing £157 – PC250/11.
14.8 Wirral Transport Users’ Association – annual membership due £12.50.  There was a direct link between our area and Wirral to warrant keeping up with membership to boost communications. Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, renew its annual membership of Wirral Transport Users’ Association costing £12.50 – PC251/11.
14.9 Village ‘Best-Kept’ Christmas Illuminations.  Competition for shops and businesses.  Proposed by Cllr. Holder, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the results of the village ‘Best-Kept’ Christmas Illuminations competition be as follows:-
1st Prize 
Headlines Hair Design

2nd Prize
Serenity for Beauty

3rd Prize
Helsby Fast Food


     PC252/11.  The Clerk would arrange to have certificates printed and trophy engraved.

14.10 Arrangements for office closure at Christmas.  The Clerk would place a notice on the boards to notify residents of the closure and would leave a voicemail with information.
14.11 Helsby Site on Facebook.  Cllr. O’Neill was following the Facebook site where residents could leave their opinions.  The Clerk proposed that the Parish Council think seriously about starting up a Facebook page and maybe even Twitter to communicate with residents who preferred to use this particular medium.  

15. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS
15.1 Training Dates 2012. Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve the following training for the Parish Clerk at £30 per session – PC253/11:-  
CiLCA
Session 1 – 11th September 2012


Session 2 – 3rd October 2012


Session 3 – 19th November 2012

15.2 Cllr. Hulse reported the following:
· Membership Committee formed;
· Local Council Review – encouraging the Parish Council to order 3 copies one for each ward;
· New website developed which would be linked to principal authorities;
· Area meetings would cease to exist and would be replaced by parish conferences;
· Re-branding of ChALC in the New Year.
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Cllr. Thomas reported the following:-

· NALC – Post Office Advisory Committee.  New proposals to turn local Post Offices into a combination of convenience store with Post Office that would have a reduced service and not carry as much cash. This would not be compulsory for existing Post Offices but it is what is being proposed for the future. This was 
something that Parish Councils would need to keep a watchful eye on.  Trials going on in other counties but not Cheshire.
16. TRANSPORT MATTERS

16.1 Her Majesty the Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh were in Helsby for 20 minutes on the 1st December at around 9am.  They were in the Royal Train.

16.2 Work started on ‘Customer Information Screens’ at Helsby Station.
17. PLANNING

17.1 The Chairman summarised the Parish Council’s responses (in bold ink) to the following planning applications:-

	Application No.
	Address
	Proposed development
	Ward member

recommendations

	11/4784/ADV
	Tesco Helsby
	Erection of vinyls to store elevations & assoc. free standing car parking area directional signs.
	No objections

	11/5160/FUL
	33 Mountain View
	Single storey front extension
	No objections

	11/5048/FUL
	IRRP
	Temporary access road for construction traffic, associated temporary bridge link, acoustic attenuation fence & drainage realignment
	No objections – notified CWaC of Environment Agencies preferred option re to cease pumping operations at Frodsham and Ince pumping stations

	11/5363/FUL
	17 Sherwood Grove
	First floor side extension
	No objections

	11/5440/FUL
	Kevawn, 

Alvanley Road
	Two storey side extension, single storey rear extension and remodel roofline
	Awaiting recommendations

	11/5182/FUL
	Total UK Ltd

Three Ways Garage
	Replacement fuelling facilities including storage tanks, vents, pump islands and canopy
	Awaiting recommendations


Three Ways Garage application – Cllr. Thomas reported that Total UK Ltd had been sold to another firm who were in partnership with Shell and that the petrol station would be closed during the alterations which included replacing the existing 3 tanks with 2 larger tanks.
17.2 Application to vary a permit to operate – received from Quinn Glass Ltd.  Emissions would not violate any figures.  It was useful having the monitoring station in Helsby that could scrutinise any environmental changes.
17.3 Fencing – corner of Proffits Lane.  Erected as a sound barrier.  Clerk to follow-up the screening hedge with Enforcement.

17.4 The following decisions had been received from CWaC Planning:-

11/2938/FUL
41 The Rock (Two storey side extension) – approved

11/3176/FUL 
Land adjacent to Pine Cop Proffits Ln (one dwelling) – approved.
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18. ACCOUNTS

18.1 Safe Custody Hold – Nat West had charged £25 for the safe storage of the Council’s documents – duly noted.

18.2 Winsford Town Council.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with s.8(1)(l) ss.A of 1894 Local Government Act, approve the payment of £570 (Cheque No. 4046) to Winsford Town Council for the monthly play inspections carried out between and including April 2010 to October 2011 – PC254/11.
18.3 Bank Reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank statement and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation Sheet detailing £122,313.53 held in balances as at 12th December 2011 be accepted as accurate and that the bank statement be initialled by the Chairman – PC255/11.
18.4 Payments for November / early December 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the following payments totalling £20,257.29 for November to early December 2011 be passed for payment – PC256/11:-
	Chq

No.
	To whom paid
	Particulars of payment
	Amount

£

	4039

4040

4041

-43

4044

4045

4046

4047

4048

4049

4050

Auto

4051

4052

4053
4054

4055

4056
	Home View Developments

R. Young

Employees

HM Revenue & Customs

AON Limited

Winsford Town Council

Horticon Limited

BT Payment Services

Scottish Power

Helsby To Hand Limited

Nat West Bank

Susan Griffiths Partnership

T J O’Neill

Mr J B Robotham

Johnsons of Nantwich Ltd

Blachere Illuminations Uk

BT Payment Services Ltd
	Repairs to water taps – QD Allotments

Donation towards RAW Group expenses

November 2011 – staff salaries

PAYE and NI on above salaries

Extra premium for Christmas lights

Play Inspections April 2010 to October 2011

Phase 3 – Park Development

HPC – phone

Electricity – Helsby Community Centre

Advert for 3 months – new office

Safe Custody Hold – legal docs

Stage 3 – Contract Administration fees

Travel expenses plus parking fee – Chester

Various purchases for HPC

Print costs of Helsby Newsletter

10 x Harp type Christmas lighting motifs

HPC phone bill and rental to 31st Dec 2011
	       35.00

     800.00

  1,625.37

     461.63

       14.74

     570.00

13,361.94

       35.23

     360.55

     108.00

       25.00

     976.80

         8.00

       63.37

     657.00

  1,125.00

       29.66


It was at this point Cllr. Hulse informed the Parish Council about the effort that Cllr. Randles had made to keep a young man alive who he found lying on the ground on Helsby Hill.  Cllr Randles gave CPR until the emergency services arrived and took over and the Parish Council acknowledged him as a true humanitarian.  Regrettably, the young man died a few days later in hospital. 

19. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – 9th January 2012.

The meeting closed at 8.32pm

Chairman’s signature…………………………………………………………  Date…………………………………………………..
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