Helsby Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 13th June 2011 at 7.00pm in Helsby Library

Present:

Cllr. Chris Ellams – Chairman

Cllr. Bill Foster


Cllr. Alan Gardner

Cllr. Kevin Kennedy


Cllr. Andy MacPherson
Cllr. Susanne MacPherson

Cllr. George Randles


Cllr. Digger Rigby

Cllr. Sarah Temple

Cllr. Frank Thomas

In attendance:

PCSO James Tapley


Revd Stephen Santry

Helen Farrar

Lisa Smith



Hilary Smith


Marj Thoburn

David Temple



Tony Angles

Rachel Smith – Chester Chronicle Reporter

Cllr. Andy Jones – Chairman of Dunham Hill & Hapsford Parish Council

Prayers led by Revd Stephen Santry
Chairman’s Announcements:-

· Community Benefit Fund meeting would take place at Helsby Community Sports Club on Wednesday, 15th June at 5pm to 8pm.  The venue had been organised for local people to find out more about the benefits should the planning application for the Windfarm be successful.
· Thanks to North Cheshire Rail Users’ Group for organising the Parliamentary Train Service on the North Cheshire Curve Line that keeps the link open.  
1. PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Susanne MacPherson and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC123/11.
Residents reported that they had instigated an E-Petition (141 signatures) on the CWaC Website and a petition in Helsby Post Office calling for CWaC to improve pedestrian safety at The Rock.  Residents had seen an increase in road traffic since the opening of Tesco Store and the main area of concern was between Swireford Road and the top of The Rock.  CCC had assessed the area in 2008 and it was agreed that the Parish Council lend its support by writing to Highways and seeking assistance from Cllr. Les Ford.  PCSO Tapley reported that speed enforcement was not a long-term solution due to the geography of the area. He would contact Chris Burnham for suggestions. 
Resident reported the unintended consequences if the proposed changes to CWaC Home to School Transport Policy take effect and the probability of an increase in students driving to school thus exacerbating the existing parking problem.  CWaC had drawn a Cycle Route to Helsby High School but had not implemented the scheme.  The item would be discussed in 13.1.
Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Susanne MacPherson and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC124/11.

1.1 Written report from CWaC Cllr. Les Ford.  

· Travellers at Towers Lane – pressured the relevant CWaC director to expedite the site planning applications for official CWaC sites.  Cllr. Ford is hoping that action will have materialised by September 2011.

· Cllr. Ford would renew efforts to contact MD of RSK re staff parking.
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2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: received and accepted from Cllrs. Crossley-Jones, Holder, Hulse, Johnson, O’Neill and CWaC Cllr. Les Ford.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. Rigby declared a personal interest in Item 14.4 as the complainant. 

4. POLICE MATTERS

4.1 PCSO Tapley reported the following:-
· Consistently low report of Anti-Social Behaviour

· Nuisance noise reported emanating from charity Rock Concert in Dunham Hill

· Increased speed enforcement along Chester Road – three ops in last month.  Helsby residents penalised for speeding over 40mph.  33-40 mph given advice.

· Last day of school this Friday for Year 11’s.  PCSO Tapley would be spending time at the school and in the vicinity to deflect any problems.

· Visit to Magistrates Court re issuing of ticket to owner of car illegally parked in Lodge Hollow.  Great result for PCSO Tapley ending in successful prosecution.

· Three months ago there was a rise in ASB in the southern end of the village.  Ring Leaders now registered with Police and on schemes to improve behaviour. 

· Damage to Football Pitch at Community Sports Club – regular patrolling of area will be increased.

· Theft of plants from flower tubs.  Pensioners thought to be carrying out the crime in the early hours. Marj Thoburn doing a piece about it in Helsby News to shame the perpetrators. 

4.2 Members reported illegal parking close to junctions on Robin Hood Lane and Lower Rake Lane.  PCSO Tapley confirmed that he could ticket obstruction. 

5. MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 9th MAY 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 9th May 2011 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC125/11.
6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1 New Lease for building known as Ex-Serviceman’s Club.  Solicitors from both parties were negotiating the terms.  Expected that new lease would be ready for signing before the end of the month – noted.
Residents living adjacent to and accessing the rear of their properties across Parish Council land at Mountain View – draft letter approved by NALC Solicitor as appropriate for purpose.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that letters be sent to residents living adjacent to land owned by the Parish Council at Mountain View to allow said residents to access the rear of their properties over the Council’s land until further notice – PC126/11.
6.2 Meeting venue for monthly Parish Council meetings.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – 1. That the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, hire Helsby Library at a cost of £11 
pr/hr for the monthly Parish Council meetings; 2. That the Parish Clerk be official keyholder and responsible for the security of the Library during the hours of use – PC127/11.
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Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council does not hire the Community Hall for the July and August meetings and maintains the status quo by continuing to use the Library for said monthly meetings – PC128/11.
It was suggested that the Community Hall was booked for the October meeting where the annual awards could be presented and even to consider delaying the awards ceremony until the Annual Parish Meeting in April 2012 to try and improve attendance – duly noted.
6.3 Disabled Parking Bay outside the Post Office.  Following Cllr. Ford’s assistance, CWaC had promised that the bay would be marked out within next 4-6 weeks.
6.4 Concern re maintenance schedule of grass verges.  The members considered the response received from the Head of Waste Services and Streetscene that there was no change in frequency of cuts but a series of circumstance may have led to the areas not being maintained to standard.  Councillors agreed that the situation was improving but reserved the right to meet with Manager of Streetscene should there be a deterioration in the level of service.
6.5 AGM of the Ince Resource Recovery Park Community Forum taking place at 7pm on Wednesday 29th June at The Boat Museum Ellesmere Port.  Cllr. Temple reported that representatives from Peel, Covanta and Ballast Phoenix would be in attendance.  The public were encouraged to attend and the event would be advertised on the Notice Boards.
6.6 Rake Lane – Cllr. Randles reported that, following the torrential rains, the gutters had emptied out into the road making passing difficult.  The Clerk had reported it to Engineering Services.
7. MINUTES OF THE HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 23RD MAY 2011.  Cllr. Gardner presented the minutes that included the following:

7.1 First Aid Awareness Training Course arranged for Helsby residents on Saturday 23rd July from 10am until 2pm at Helsby Community Centre.  Mr Rob Sharples from North West Ambulance Service had been booked to be the Course Leader and, to date, 18 people would be attending including 4 Councillors and the Clerk. Helsby News was asked to advertise the venue with deadline for bookings being 15th July.
8. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 23rd MAY 2011.  Cllr. Randles presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-
8.1 
Shipping Container.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972:-

1. 
Purchase a 20ft x 10ft Shipping Container to be sited on land adjacent to the VPA Hut at Mountain View (Mr Temple reported 4ins of lying water in that area and so it was agreed that said container be placed clear of any flooding risk); 
2. 
that a planning application be submitted for “A temporary siting of 20ft x 10ft Shipping Container for a period of 5 years”;

3. 
to approve the cost of the planning application - £85 (includes Parish Council discount);

4. 
to employ Hunt Planning services to draw and submit plans for the above costing £100 which includes Ordnance Survey Map – PC129/11.
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8.2  Tesco Notice Board – proposed by Cllr. Randles seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – to leave the Tesco Notice Board in storage at Tesco Store until further notice – PC130/11.
9. BURIAL GRANTS – no applications received.

It was at this point that Mr Angles and Cllr. Andy Jones – Chairman of Dunham Hill & Hapsford Parish Council arrived.  It was proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Susanne MacPherson and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Jones be permitted to address the Parish Council under Item 12 – PC131/11.
10. HARMER’S WOOD – Cllr. Holder’s report was duly noted:-
a) Quarry Clearance – Ben’s Quarry had been cleared at the cost of £1,000.  A tractor and muck-spreader, hidden under rubbish, were removed from the quarry.  It had taken 3 years to complete;
b) It was suggested that, under the new Litter Law, the CWaC should be contacted to implement the £80 penalty for litter dropped in the Woods.  

11. HELSBY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

A meeting with CWaC Property Services took place on 13th June with representatives from HCA/CWaC/HPC when it was reported that CWaC would be renewing all the window frames in the building (in 2013 or thereabouts) to bring them up to modern-day efficiency standards – duly noted.

12. COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY – Cllr. Gardner reported the following matters from the surgery held on 4th June that he attended along with Cllrs. Johnson and Rigby:-

· Resident from Latham Avenue reported that Dunham Hill PC was holding a meeting on 8th June at 7.30pm in the old Primary School to discuss traveller issues and the new planning application submitted for 14 pitches.  An invitation had been extended to Helsby PC and CWaC Councillors to attend – noted.
Cllr. Jones was invited to speak and he gave the history of the Travellers in Dunham Hill, the recently passed planning application for 2-year temporary permission for 3 pitches on land at Dunham Hill and that a further application had been submitted for 14 pitches on adjacent field.   He sought the Parish Council’s support by allowing him and his fellow supporters to approach Helsby residents seeking signatures on a petition asking CWaC to discuss in open forum why it had taken them so long to identify sites for the travelling community - granted.  Cllr. Jones confirmed that it was on the grounds of equal rights. Mr Angles reported that there were 13 traveller sites within a 5-mile radius.   
· Cllr. Rigby had been contacted by a relative of Mr & Mrs Herbert Fletcher who asked if the Parish Council could acknowledge the couples 71st Wedding Anniversary on 15th June 2011. A good deal of discussion took place questioning that this could set a precedent.  There was a proposal to send a card and a vote was taken by show-of-hands and so it was proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Rigby and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council acknowledges Mr & Mrs Herbert Fletcher’s 71st Wedding Anniversary on 15th June 2011 by the sending of a card – PC132/11.
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· Resident from Kings Drive appraised of the situation regarding the Robin Hood. Concern rose re overgrown vegetation along A56 footpath – Cllr. Rigby confirmed that CWaC had been out to site and cut back the overgrowth. Resident asked for copy of Councillor Contact List – Clerk already actioned.
12.1 Councillor Surgeries review – proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – to carry on with the existing format of 3 members attending each surgery (representing the 3 wards) with no change in frequency – PC133/11.  It was thought a change in venue might encourage more residents to attend and Tesco Store was mentioned.
13. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER BOROUGH COUNCIL

13.1 Consultation on proposed changes to Home to School Transport Policy.  Closing date for comment is 3rd July with a final decision due to be taken in July 2011 by the Council’s Executive.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that Mr David Temple be co-opted to draft a response to the consultation document for the Parish Council’s consideration and approval prior to sending – PC133/11.
13.2 Rural Conference “Gearing up for Change” taking place on Thursday, 23rd June at Oulton Park.  Cllr. Ellams had kindly agreed to attend.  Cllrs. Hulse and O’Neill would also be attending as representatives of ChALC / APB.

13.3 Liverpool John Lennon Airport Consultative Committee – inviting representative from both Helsby and Frodsham councils to attend the quarterly meetings in the terminal building.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Andy MacPherson represent Helsby Parish Council on Liverpool John Lennon Airport Consultative Committee and that Cllr. Thomas is substitute – PC134/11.
13.4 Frodsham Marshes Community Benefit Fund – the Wind Farm.  Venue arranged at Helsby Community Sports Club for Helsby residents to “Have a Say” on Wednesday, 15th June 5pm-8pm.  Posters advertising the event had been placed on the notice boards – duly noted.

13.5 Local Development Framework Core Strategy – consultation on “Safeguarding of Minerals and Minerals Infrastructure”.  Cllr. Temple reported that this was an informal consultation which did not affect Helsby and had minimal impact on us – duly noted. 
13.6 Local Development Framework Core Strategy – Spatial Planning.  Consultation on the focus points for growth which split the borough into 5 areas.  Cllr. Kennedy kindly agreed to view the document.

13.7 Air Monitoring Unit – confirmation received that the unit would be placed on the Parish Councils land next to the building known as Ex-Serviceman’s Club.  The Clerk had put CWaC in touch with Mr Walker as the power supply for the unit would be “piggy-backed” from the building.  

14. CORRESPONDENCE & MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

14.1 Frodsham Town Council advising that the newly elected Town Council Mayor and Deputy Mayor Cllrs. Andrew Dawson and Rita Shearn respectively – duly noted.
Page 694








Chairman’s initial………….

14.2 Vale Royal Area Playscheme – request for funding.  They were hoping to run the scheme at Hillside Primary School.  The scheme would operate from 1-26 August but the split between Frodsham & Helsby had not yet been agreed. Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Temple and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, grant £50 for every week that the Playscheme was in Helsby during the month of August subject to a maximum amount of £200 – PC135/11.
14.3 Repairs to railings surrounding the Children’s Park.  The annual RoSPA Report identified the bent railings as a medium risk as children could access the park through the gaps.  The members discussed the quote for the repairs.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with the Open Spaces Act 1906, ss.9 and 10, employ Preston’s  to carry out the repairs to the park railings at a total cost of £355 ex vat at std rate – PC136/11.
14.4 Complaint from Mr A J Rigby (Cllr. Digger Rigby) re excessive weed growth on Plot 2 – Queens Drive Allotments.  The Parks, Cemetery & Allotments Committee had endeavoured to address the untidiness of the site over the past 3 years.  However, certain tenancy holders were ignoring the committee’s requests for weed control and proper cultivation including Plot 2. Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that letter be sent to Plot 2 giving specific timescale for improvements and that conditions of tenancy agreement would be invoked re forfeiture of plot should the request be ignored – PC137/11.  Draft letter would be circulated by e-mail to Parks Committee members for approval prior to being sent.  Letters would also be drafted for Plots 8f, 8b and 16b.
14.5 Proposed Pharmacy at Tesco Store.  Confirmation had been received that Tesco had applied to the PCT for Pharmacy in the Helsby store.  Members commented that this could have detrimental impact on the existing village Pharmacy which had just undergone extensive improvements.  Cllr. Thomas had already notified the local press and MP.  It was believed that the PCT could approve the application as it matched criteria for “out-of-hours” service. Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Fosters and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council write to CE of PCT, Brookhouse and Tesco Head Office stating that the existing Fearns Pharmacy served the parish and that an “out-of-hours” service was already available from Sainsbury thus negating the need for another Pharmacy in the village – PC138/11.  
14.6 Cheshire Community Action – Open Day & Members Evening 7th July 2011 – duly noted.

14.7 Cheshire Community Action – “North Cheshire Network” Friday 24th June.  Agreed that Cllr. O’Neill would represent the Parish Council at the event.

15.  CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS
15.1 Power of Well Being Training – booked for 7th July.  It was agreed to postpone the training course whilst Clerk established if re-training was necessary for members that were already taught.
15.2 Appointment of Parish/Town Council Representative to the CWaC Standards Committee.  It was agreed that Cllrs. Thomas and Hulse select the representatives from the list of names.
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15.3 Quality Council Forum attended by Cllrs. O’Neill, Ellams and the Clerk.  Presentation by Winsford TC on Participatory Budgeting event entitled “Your Money, Your Choice”.  The Clerk believed that it was an excellent method of engaging with the community.  Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Finance Committee be tasked to consider organising a Participatory Budgeting event in 2012 and putting aside budget provision for local groups to bid for – PC139/11.
15.4 Cheshire Quality Forum.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Ellams and the Parish Clerk be selected to attend the Cheshire Quality Forum meetings on behalf of Helsby Parish Council – PC140/11.
16. TRANSPORT MATTERS

16.1 Skipton-East Lancashire Rail Action Partnership seeking support to reopen the Colne to Skipton missing rail link.  It was agreed that no action be taken.

16.2 Real-Time Information Boards.  Cllr. Thomas was able to report that ARRIVA Trains Wales had recommended installation of the boards at Helsby & Frodsham stations. This was subject to the approval of the hierarchy from Cardiff and if sanctioned would be installed between Sept 11 – March 12.  Helsby would get 4 screens – one for each platform.
17. PLANNING

17.1 The Chairman summarised the Councils comments re the following new planning application:-
11/1482/FUL
20 The Paddock
Wooden fence to rear garden (retrospective)






No objections

17.2 Appeal to the Secretary of State against CWaC refusal to grant planning permission for the following proposal:-

APP/A0665/A/11/2152375

V/10/01966/FUL
Bird Hirst, Vicarage Lane

Proposed extensions to front and side and conversion to three dwellings.  

Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Planning Inspectorate be advised that it was the opinion of Helsby Parish Council to recommend the refusal of Appeal Ref.  APP/A0665/A/11/2152375 for Bird Hirst, Vicarage Lane on the grounds that it was considered to be over-development of plot and not in keeping with existing surrounding Streetscene – PC141/11.
17.3 The following decisions received from the Planning Authority were duly noted:-

11/972/FUL
Allonby Proffits Lane
Sgle storey rear extension and roof work – approved.

11/1477/FUL
24 Robin Hood Lane 
2-storey side extn & sgle storey rear extn – approved.

17.4 Peel Ports 20 year plan for Liverpool Docks and Manchester Ship Canal – consultation documents.  Cllr. Temple asked to view the document which would be scanned and circulated electronically to members.
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18. ACCOUNTS
18.1 Bank Reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank statement and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation detailing £182,355.94 held in balances as at 13th June 2011 be accepted as accurate and that the bank statements be initialled by the Chairman – PC142/11.
18.2 Cheque No. 3936 £223.35.  Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that retrospective permission be granted for the issuing Cheque No. 3936 £223.35 made payable to AON Limited for the Trustee Indemnity Insurance premium for members of Helsby Community Association – PC143/11.
18.3 Payment for May / early June 2011.  Cllr. Temple declared personal interest in Cheque No. 3953, made payable to her husband, which replaced Cheque No. 3931 written out incorrectly – noted.  Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the following payments for May / early June 2011 totalling £5,228.69 be passed for payment – PC144/11:-
	Chq

No.
	To whom paid
	Particulars of payment
	Amount

£

	3936

3937

-39

3940

3941

3942

3943

3944

3945

3946

3947

3948

3949

3950

3951

3952

3953
	AON Limited

Employees

HM Revenue & Customs

CC Playing Fields Assoc

Mid-Ches Footpath Soc

Mr Christopher Ellams

Duttons Mowerworld

CheshireWest & Chester

Viking

Kestrel Image Makers

AON Limited 

Mr C Ellams

Mrs Jeanette E Hughes

Scottish Power

Mr John B Robotham

Mr A D Temple
	Trustee Indemnity Insurance premium

May 2011 – salaries

Tax & NI on May salaries

Annual subscription

Same

Chairman’s allowance

Repairs to Flymo

Installation of Terminal Boxes x 8

Stationery order

Stickers for Flower Tubs (sponsor names)

Premium for increased Fidelity Guarantee

Travel expenses – Winsford Fire HQ

Travel expenses – Planning Wyvern House

Community Centre – electricity

Purchases for HPC – petrol and weedkiller

Reimbursement for materials to build compost heap
	   223.35

1,608.77

   478.23

     20.00

       8.00

   100.00

     69.75

2,000.00

   113.71

     39.00

   141.24

     13.60
     11.20

   304.25

     48.63

     48.96


19. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – 11th July 2011 in Helsby Library.

The meeting closed at 9.20pm

Chairman’s signature………………………………………………………… Date…………………………………………………….
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