Helsby Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 14TH MARCH 2011 AT 7PM IN HELSBY LIBRARY

Present:

Cllr. Sam Johnson – Chairman

Cllr. Chris Ellams – Vice-Chairman

Cllr. Bill Foster
Cllr. Alan Gardner


Cllr. Patricia Holder



Cllr. Stuart Hulse

Cllr. Terry O’Neill


Cllr. George Randles



Cllr. Digger Rigby

Cllr. Frank Thomas

In Attendance:

CWaC Cllr. Mark Ingram

Mr Neil Gibson & Mr Ralph Walker – Ex-Serviceman’s Club

Revd Stephen Santry


Miss Rachel Flint – reporter for the Chester Chronicle

PRAYERS: led by Revd Stephen Santry

1.  PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC38/11.
Members of the Frodsham & Helsby Rotary Club had donated 2 x Shelter Boxes to the Japanese Earthquake Appeal.  This was customary for the group and the same generosity had been shown to Haiti. 

Proposed by Cllr. Ellams, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC39/11.
2. APOLOGIES – received and accepted from Cllrs. Crossley-Jones, Kennedy, MacPherson, Temple and CWaC Cllr. Les Ford.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. O’Neill declared a personal interest in Item 13.1 as a member of the Northwich & Rural North Area Partnership Board Funding Panel.

4. POLICE MATTERS – no members of the local constabulary were present and no reports received.

5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 14TH FEBRUARY 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 14th February 2011 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC40/11.
6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1 New planters would be moved from local storage point to CWaC depot for safe keeping until required in mid-May – duly noted.
6.2 HMRC VAT – balance of claim relating to Groundwork invoices £8,451.66 re 31st March 2010 had been credited to the council’s current account – duly noted.

7. HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE - MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21ST FEB 2011.

7.1 Strimmer / Brushcutter Training.  Proposed by Cllr. Ellams, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 112 of the Local Government Act 1972, use the services of Kentra Industrial & Construction Training of Middlewich to provide a one-day training course in Helsby costing £275 for the two General Assistants and that the course will include training in Brushcutter, Strimmer, Mower and Hedge Trimming – PC41/11. The costs could reduce if Frodsham Town Council’s employee joins the course.
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8. ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE – MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 21st FEB 2011.

8.1 Road gritting.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council does not take up CWaC Cllr. Dawson’s proposal to join Frodsham TC in gritting roads that were not on the primary route but to keep the status quo and to ensure that CWaC continued to fill the existing grit bins and new bins in Helsby for residents’ convenience – PC42/11.
8.2 Queen Elizabeth II “Diamond Jubilee” 2012.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council investigates the purchase and installation of a “Village Clock” to mark the occasion of Her Majesty the Queens “Diamond Jubilee” in 2012 and that the Parish Clerk makes the initial investigations:-
1. To ask CWaC if a stand-alone clock could be installed on pavement at the top of the ginnel leading down to Mountain View (Chester Road);
2. To ask J B Joyce of Whitchurch (clockmakers) if it was feasible to remove the existing clock, located in Helsby Spice building, to ascertain if it could be used and copied to make a “Dual-faced Clock” and to obtain costs / drawings for complete new clock;
3. To contact utility companies to ask if preferred location would interfere with their underground installations.
· PC43/11.
8.3 Mr Ralph Walker’s proposal for Helsby Ex-Serviceman’s Club.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, allow the Chairman of the Parish Council and the Clerk to visit the Council’s solicitors to take legal advice about the generation of a new lease between Helsby Parish Council and potential new owner of a Proprietary Club in the building on land owned by Helsby Parish Council at Mountain View – PC44/11. The Clerk had spoken with the Council’s solicitors who confirmed that correspondence could be through e-mail and that it would not be unreasonable for the Parish Council to recover its legal costs from the applicant who would be the ultimate beneficiary of a new lease agreement – duly noted.
8.4 Terminal Boxes.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, employ Cheshire West and Chester Council to install 10 x Terminal Boxes on specified lighting columns along Chester Road costing £250 per unit – total costs £2,500 + £500 vat = £3,000 which will be paid out of the budget underspend in current fiscal year – PC45/11.
9. BURIAL GRANTS – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Authorities’ Cemeteries Order 1977 SI 1977/204, art 10(1) and (6), grant burial rights for Plot C1 – Cremated Remains Section to the purchaser Mr Steven Westley of Silver How, Lakeside Road, Lymm, Cheshire WA13 0SX – PC46/11.
10. HELSBY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION – no reports received.
11. COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY – Cllrs. Foster and Holder attended the recent surgery held on 5th March 2011 where the following was discussed:-

· Latham Avenue resident – Towers Lane Traveller Site – temporary permission expires this month.  Resident also had air rifle pellet shot through front window – police took 10 days to visit resident and take details.

· Kings Drive resident – complaint re low visibility of PCSO.  Young motorcyclist racing around Kings Drive estate during Friday night and rumours that the Helsby Ex-Serviceman’s Club had been sold for £50k.
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Differing views were expressed about the PCSO not being visible but it was generally agreed that, judging by PCSO Tapley’s last report, he was in the village more than people’s perception and his results evidenced this.  It was agreed to take the matter up with PCSO Tapley’s superiors during the next Community Safety Action Group meeting on 25th March when a more balanced approach to policing in Helsby would be discussed.
12. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER BOROUGH COUNCIL – CWaC

12.1 Improvements to the Planning Services – intention to have a fully electronic system in place and to do away with paper copies of planning applications altogether with the exception of large complex plans.  Viewing applications and sending in comments would be done on-line. Cllrs. Johnson, O’Neill and the Clerk would be attending the first training sessions being held on 16th March and report back to the Parish Council.  
12.2 Grounds Maintenance.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, employ Cheshire West & Chester Borough Council to carry out the grounds maintenance of the Parish Council’s land and conifer hedge at cemetery allotments for 2011 costing £1,625 ex vat at std rate – PC47/11.
12.3 Northwich & Rural North Area Partnership Board – Cllr. O’Neill gave a full report including:-

· That he and Mark Simmons were re-enforcing APB’s by visiting each Parish Council in the area.  During the most recent visits, 2 specific issues had been raised re PAYE for Clerks and changes to the planning system.

· Under the boundary review, there were 5 Area Partnership boards and 15 Community Forums in the CWaC area all looking at the best way to spread information.   
· Cllr. O’Neill suggested that ChALC & Cheshire Community Action could provide training in Neighbourhood Plans.
12.4 Elections – 5th May 2011.  Councillors had received application packs and the completed forms would be collected by the Clerk to take into the Borough Council offices for validation before the end of March – duly noted.

12.5 Air Quality Monitoring Station – proposal to install a ‘real-time’ automatic monitoring station in the Helsby / Frodsham area to assess local air quality.  The land behind the Helsby Ex-Serviceman’s Club had been selected as one of the potential sites.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council respond positively to CWaC proposal for the land behind the Helsby Ex-Serviceman’s Club building (owned by the Parish Council) as one of the sites in Helsby / Frodsham being considered for the installation of an Air Quality Monitoring Stations – PC48/11.  CWaC would obtain planning permission for the unit if the site was chosen as suitable.
12.6 Local Development Framework Core Strategy – guiding the growth of the borough over the next 15 years. Inviting residents to become involved in the process by going to http://www.cheshirewestandchester.gov.uk/planning/spatial_planning.aspx   Town & Parish Councils would be involved later in the consultation and an event had been scheduled for early summer – duly noted.

The Chairman took a moment to thank CWaC Cllr. Mark Ingram for all his efforts for Helsby during his term of office.
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13. CORRESPONDENCE & MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

13.1 Helsby Newsletter - W H Evans cost estimates for printing. Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 142 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve W H Evans cost estimates for all-colour printing for all four newsletters totalling £2,744  for the year 2011 – PC49/11.  The Council agreed to vire monies from an underspent budget to cover the overage of £244.
13.2 Potential new venues for monthly Helsby Parish Council meetings.  Councillors felt strongly that, as custodians of the Community Centre building, negotiation should take place with the Helsby Community Association for the use of the Community Hall (which was ideal for purpose) the second Monday in every month for the Parish Council meetings.  The Parish Council would no longer be holdings meetings in the Library from June 2011 onwards.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council negotiates with Helsby Community Association to use the main hall every 2nd Monday in the month and that St Paul’s Church Hall be used in the interim period if necessary – PC50/11.
13.3 Voluntary Action Vale Royal – VAVR.  The group was seeking financial support for summer playschemes.  Helsby had been selected as one of the venues for the scheme two weeks during the summer holidays for children between the ages of 6-11. The Parish Council was asked for a contribution towards the shortfall in funding – it was agreed to ask VAVR for specifics and if there was a need to run the scheme in Helsby. 
13.4 “Chain of Survival” – Cllr. Hulse reported that the North West Ambulance Service – NWAS had carried out a review to improve cover in rural areas.  Defibrillators still figured highly in improving survival rates for heart attack victims as well as community “First Responders”.  Cllr. Hulse confirmed that NWAS could provide the trainers for the First Aid courses that the Parish Council had already agreed to facilitate. Four defibrillators had been installed in Frodsham and we awaited the statistics with interest.  Tesco could be amenable to housing a defibrillator but before going down that route, the Council would wait to see how many residents came forward to attend a ‘First Aid’ Course – article going out in next edition of the Helsby News inviting interest.
14. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS
14.1 New Training Dates available – duly noted.
14.2 Quality Council Forum – Cllrs. O’Neill, Thomas and the Parish Clerk attended the meeting held on 18th February where Graham Evans MP spoke about the Localism Bill and update on Gypsy & Travellers – duly noted.

14.3 Vale Royal Area Meeting held 3rd March – minutes circulated.

14.4 Planning & Localism Bill – a Seminar for Parish / Town Councils organised by Campaign for Rural England to be held on Saturday, 4th June at 10am – 3pm in the Wych Centre, Middlewich – discussion deferred until after the Local Council Election in May.
14.5 Consumer Focus – Cllr. Thomas had been invited to a workshop to discuss Post Offices.  Falling income could force closures.  Parish Councils could take over the running of Post Offices but no guarantees given that funding would be forthcoming.  Green Giros had been taken off Post Offices which would further reduce their incomes.
14.6 Cheshire & Warrington Rural Partnership – Cllr. Hulse reported that CWaC were very keen to support communities who loose shops by running forums to encourage neighbourhoods to run their own shops.  Reaseheath would be organising a 2-day course in June to do with the rural economy.  The Local Enterprise Partnership – LEP was top-heavy with big business from the urban conurbations.  Rurality was not a word that big business understood and regrettably ChALC was not representative on LEP to address the balance as “Local Councils created events and communities”.
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15. TRANSPORT MATTERS – Cllr. Thomas reported the following:-
· ‘Real-time’ Information Screens – RIS.  CWaC would be putting in another bid to obtain funding to purchase RIS for Frodsham and Helsby that were now the only stations between Holyhead-Manchester without the screens. 

· CWaC Cllr Les Ford had arranged a meeting with ARRIVA & Network Rail at the end of the month to discuss the parking at Helsby Station.

· Barrow Crossing – still nothing positive to report.

16. HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP – HVAG.  Cllr. O’Neill reported the following:
· Litter Pick planned for Saturday, 26th March at 10am Community Centre.
· Helsby Community Sports Club – “Fun Day” planned for 9th July 2011.

· Diamond Jubilee.  List produced detailing all active clubs and societies in Helsby.  Celebrations proposed 2nd June 2012 (local churches planning theirs for 9th June).  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council write to all clubs and societies active in Helsby inviting them to a meeting on Thursday, 7th April at 7.30pm in the Community Centre to seek volunteers to join in the organisation of the Helsby village “Diamond Jubilee” celebrations – PC51/11.
17. PLANNING

17.1 The Chairman summarised the comments (bold print) re the following new planning applications:-
	Application

No.
	Address
	Proposed development
	Comments

	10/4290/FUL


	23 Britannia Gardens
	Single storey extension to side & rear
	No objections

	11/00040/WAS
	Plot 9

Land at Ince Marshes

Ince Resource Recovery Park
	Development of 20 MW biomass renewable energy plant, bulk storage building, car parking provision, landscaping, associated highways infrastructure and associated works
	Objection – detrimental effect upon air quality and visual amenity


With reference to 11/00040/WAS above it was proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that CWaC Planning Department be advised, that Helsby Parish Council OBJECTS to Application No. 11/00040/WAS on the grounds that the proposed biomass plant will have a detrimental effect upon air quality and visual amenity of the area – PC52/11.  The Chairman thanked Cllr. Temple for a very detailed and well written report.
17.2 V/08/02901/OUM outline planning application for 96 dwellings at BICC site.  The plans were discussed at the recent Planning Committee meeting that Cllr. Randles attended.  He reported that the plans had been deferred to the next meeting on the grounds of insufficient information.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED - that Cllr. O’Neill represents the Parish Council at the next Planning Committee being held on 12th April to speak in support of the development at BICC site Ref No.  V/08/02901/OUM – PC53/11.
17.3 The Planning Department had received an application pertaining to the Towers Lane Traveller Site Ref. No. 11/00912/S73.  The Clerk distributed a copy of the statement submitted by the planning consultancy employed by the site owners.  The Parish Council awaited official notification of the application for “Variation of condition 1 and 2 of Application 06-1888-COU”. 
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18. ACCOUNTS
18.1 Internal Audit.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, employ JDH Business Services of Mold to undertake the internal audit of the Council’s accounts for the Financial Year ending 31st March 2011 costing £218 – PC54/11.
18.2 External Audit – training.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – to approve the training fee of £5 for the Parish Clerk to attend external audit training event  with Audit Commission  at The Fourways Hotel on 30th March facilitated by ChALC – PC55/11.
18.3 Bank Reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation Sheet detailing monies held in balances totalling £103,117.28 as at 14th March 2011 be accepted as accurate with bank statements being initialled by the Chairman – PC56/11.
18.4 Invoices for payment – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the following payments for February to early March 2011 totalling £9,125.72 be passed for payment – PC57/11:-
	Chq

No
	To whom paid
	Particulars of payment
	Amount
£

	3891

-93

3894

3895

3896

3897

3898

3899

3900

3901

3902

3903
	Employees

HM Revenue & Customs

Helsby Community Assoc.

Amberol Limited

North West Air Ambulance

Duttons Mowerworld Ltd

Scottish Power

Mrs Jeanette E Hughes

Weaver Horizons Limited

Mr T J O’Neill

AON Limited


	February 2011 salaries plus arrears of increase for General Assistants

Tax & NI on above salaries

Annual membership for 2011

Purchase of 4 x new large planters

Donation – LGA1972 s. 137

Mower repairs

Electricity – Community Centre

Purchase of printer ink

Install / remove Christmas Illuminations

Travel expenses – 3 trips to Winsford

Insurance premium – Community Centre
	1,703.44

   516.54

     10.00

1,811.76

   200.00

     51.53

   189.36

     20.46

4,068.00

     39.20

   515.43


19. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETINGS:- 
Helsby Parish Council 11th April 2011
Annual Parish Meeting for the Parish Electorate 21st April 11

The meeting closed at 8.32pm

Chairman’s signature…………………………………………………………………………….. Date ……………………………………….
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Minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 14th March 2011.
