Helsby Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 5th September 2011 at 7pm in Helsby Library

Present:

Cllr. Chris Ellams – Chairman

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Alan Gardner

Cllr. Bill Foster



Cllr. Stuart Hulse


Cllr. Sam Johnson

Cllr. Andy MacPherson

Cllr. George Randles


Cllr. Frank Thomas
In attendance:

Mr David Temple


Miss Rachel Flint – Chester Chronicle Reporter

PCSO James Tapley

1. PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC180/11.  There being no matters brought to the council’s attention it was proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC181/11.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – received and accepted from Cllrs. MacPherson, Temple, Holder, Kennedy, Rigby and CWaC Cllr. Les Ford.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – none reported.

4. POLICE MATTERS

4.1 PCSO Tapley reported the following:-

· Quiet summer – from 1st Aug to 5th Sept no reports of Anti-Social Behaviour

· Hill Road North - youths caught with cannabis  

· Uninsured Motorcyclist – bike confiscated

     PCSO Tapley reported the following from Inspector Hodgson

· Still problems with theft of lead and copper in area

· Operation will be running with partner agencies re ‘Cold Callers’.  This type of op had never been organised before.  More information to follow.

4.2 Parked vehicles in Bates Lane from Collier Square towards Alvanley.  PCSO Tapley regularly patrolled that area in the large van and was able to pass.  It was agreed that the cars actually slowed down traffic.

4.3 Kings Drive – red van parked on verge.  Neighbours had already reported this to PCSO Tapley who had investigated the vehicle and found that it was not causing obstruction. 

5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 8TH AUGUST 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 8th August 2011 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC182/11.
6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1 Disabled Parking Bay (outside the Post Office) had been marked out – duly noted.

6.2 Parish Field – CWaC had moved the goal posts as per our instructions – duly noted.
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6.3 Parish field – bare areas.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, employ Mr Rod Maddock to turf the bare areas on the Parish Field costing £232.50.  This would be added to work already undertaken by Mr Maddock for the supply of soil and ground levelling bringing the total outlay to £462.50 – PC183/11.
6.4 Application by Tesco Stores for an exemption for inclusion in NHS Western Cheshire Primary Care Trust’s Pharmaceutical List at Meres Edge Retail Park Chester Road Helsby – the MD of NHS Western Cheshire had written confirming that the Parish Council’s comments would be taken into consideration when the Members of the Trust Control of Entry Group consider the application this month.  They would notify us of their decision.  It was reported that Tesco were already advertising for a Pharmacist. 
The following item had been brought forward and was in accordance with Item 30a of Standing Orders ‘Rescission of Previous Resolution – a decision (whether affirmative or negative) of the Council shall not be reversed within six months except either by a special resolution, the written notice whereof bears the names of at least five members of the Council, or by a resolution moved in pursuance of the report or recommendation of a committee’.

6.5 New Lease for building renamed ‘The Eccies’.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council 1. Progress the lease and to obtain confirmation that Mr Walker would pay 50% of the Parish Council’s legal fees; 2. To ask CWaC if they would agree to allowing CWaC Head Office address to be used as the Registered Office address for Helsby Parish Council and that said address appear on the commercial lease agreement and if this was not possible that, if the Parish Council accept the proposal to open an office at Suite 1 Oakmere House, this address would be used on the new lease – PC184/11.
6.6 Rescission of Previous Resolution – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Item 30a of Standing Orders – the Parish Council rescind 1 & 2 of Resolution PC171/11 of Page 710 of the minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 8th August 2011 following advice received from the Council’s solicitor Walker Smith Way – PC185/11.
Pursuance of a new lease with Walkerbar for building now known as ‘The Eccies’ would be discussed in PART B at the end of the meeting.

6.7 Robin Hood – it was understood, from information received from the architect, that the plans had been approved for 13 dwellings and that the building would be demolished in the autumn – duly noted.
7. MINUTES OF THE HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 22ND AUGUST 11.  Cllr. Gardner presented the minutes the contents of which were duly noted by the council.
8. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 22nd AUGUST 11.  Cllr. Hulse presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-

8.1 Christmas Illuminations – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972 1. purchase 8No. LED Christmas lighting motifs from refurbished stock held by suppliers; 2. To obtain a quotation from Weaver Horizons for electrical testing, installation and removal of 32No. mixture of Christmas lighting motifs / string illuminations for lighting columns along Chester Road – PC186/11.
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8.2 Village ‘Best-Kept’ Competition 2011 – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – to ask Helsby News staffs to delay printing the results of the village ‘Best-Kept’ competition until after the award ceremony in October and to ask that the results be published in the winter edition – PC187/11.  A copy of the winners list was inspected by the Parish Council.
8.3 Helsby Beacon – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 145 of the Local Government Act 1972, accept and supports the manufacture of a ‘Beacon’ to be placed and lit on Helsby Hill to celebrate Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II Diamond Jubilee in 2012 and to pay any shortfall in funding the balance of £2,282 or thereabouts – PC188/11.  Once manufactured, the beacon would be stored in the shipping container.  The Parish Council would be applying to join the National Beacon Scheme and it was hoped that the item would be well used in the future.

8.4 Maltby Triangle – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council supports the scheme to create a sloping raised bed built of sandstone on the Maltby Triangle (owned by CWaC) and to plant a carpet bed of red, white and blue flowers and to also contact Mrs Thoburn to ask if sponsors of the village planters would follow the same colour planting scheme for 2012 Diamond Jubilee Year – PC189/11.
8.5 War Memorial – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – to obtain quotations from specialised contractor to clean the War Memorial located in St. Paul’s churchyard – PC190/11.
8.6 Civic Poppy Wreath – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the Council’s opinion is in the interest of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure to purchase a “Civic Poppy Wreath’ for Remembrance Day Service and that a sum of £200 be paid out to ‘Poppy Wreath Appeal’ – PC191/11.

9. MINUTES OF THE HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 30TH AUGUST 11. Cllr. Gardner presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-
9.1 Parish Office / Parish Clerk.  The recommendation was to open to the public at set hours worked on the first four days of the week and closed Friday.  Concern was raised that, as a Quality Council, the office should be open every day.  The response was that it would be for a trial period only.  It was recognised that the Clerk might be working in excess of her contractual hours of 25 per week.  The Clerk was asked to make a note of the hours worked which would also be reviewed after the trial period. Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that if approval is given to renting office accommodation, the set hours of opening would be as follows:-
Monday - Thursday
9am – 2pm

Friday 


Closed

for a trial period of 6 months totalling 18 hours per week (included 30min break each day); 2. The remaining 7 hours of the Clerk’s weekly contractual hours, would be flexible to either be worked in the office on the above days of opening or attending to council meetings / duties away from the office – PC192/11.
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9.2 General Assistants – Review of Duties.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – to ask both General Assistants to keep records of their time and duties so that, at some future stage, the Parish Council would have an appropriate record of tasks undertaken and length of time completing said tasks – PC193/11.
10. PARISH OFFICE. Due to recent events a proposal had been put forward and supported by the Parish Clerk, to rent office space from Brookhouse.  The members inspected the cost breakdown produced by the Finance Committee Chairman and the BT charge to move the phone.  Total anticipated increase in expenditure for the first year would be £910 plus £99 to move the phone.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, enter into an agreement with Brookhouse for the rental of Suite 1, Oakmere House, Chester Road Helsby costing £1250 for one year’s rent (the first two months would be free of charge to enable the Parish Council to effect electrical repairs) plus £99 to BT for moving the phone – PC194/11.  
11. MINUTES OF THE PARKS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT 6.30PM 5TH SEPT 2011. The meeting had been called to progress Phase 3 of the Helsby Park Development.  Cllr. O’Neill reported the following recommendations:-

Granite Benches – due to significant difference in prices, the benches would be ordered from China.  Owing to a 10-12 week delivery time it was necessary to place order so as not to delay the development.  £3,000 funding was already in place from CWaC, subject to it being spent before end Sept, which could be used.
Estimated project costs - £23,549.  This did not include architect’s fees of £2852.50 bringing the estimated costs to £26,401.50 which was approx. £3200 over budget.  Monies to cover overspend could be vired from the underspent cemetery development budget £4500 and/or by using money from unspecified reserves subject to Finance Committee recommendation. 

Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that, the Parish Council in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, approve the purchase of 3No. Granite Benches (£550 per bench) from CED Limited costing £1650 ex vat and delivery – this would be pre-paid; 2. and also approved the drawing and specification for Phase 3 of the Helsby Park Development and that the Landscape Architect be given the go-ahead to obtain quotations which include bulb planting but that this be classed as an optional extra – PC195/11.
12. BURIAL GRANTS – none received.
13. COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY – Cllr. O’Neill reported the following from the surgery held on 3rd September 2011 that he attended along with Cllrs. Temple and Thomas:-

Kings Drive residents
· Red van parked on verge – PCSO Tapley already investigated
· Child minding business – classed as ancillary to main house
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· Stone coming away from under bridge on Old Chester Road – Clerk reported to Cholmondeley Estates
· Request for Panda Crossing (traffic light controlled) outside Post Office – Clerk to contact Highways
· Request for roundabout in children’s park – request for Parks Committee
Resident from Chester Road

· Concern re amount of advertising boards and posters adjacent to car wash facility – Clerk to write to owners.
14. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER BOROUGH COUNCIL – no matters reported.

15. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS – Cllr. Hulse reported  that the Local Planning Regulations and National Planning Policy Framework guidance notes had been issued.  Sets out government planning policy at local level.  Also the Open Public Services White Paper which would affect local council spending making the most of delivering local needs.  Parish Council movement could get more funding.

16. TRANSPORT MATTERS – Cllr. Thomas reported that the Customer Information Screens could be in before the end of November at both Helsby and Frodsham stations.  It was hoped that all platforms would be fitted.  Not certain if ‘Harrison Hump’ (to raise platform height) would be installed at same time.  Cllr. Thomas would talk to ARRIVA about turning the volume of the CIS down late at night so as not to cause amenity issue to neighbouring properties.

17. MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS – High Court judgement on the Dale Farm Traveller Site in Essex.  Occupiers given two weeks to vacate.  CWaC had identified and proposed 6 sites for Gypsy / Traveller pitches 5 of which were permanent and one stop-over.  The proposed sites were on the agenda for the next CWaC Executive Committee meeting.   

18. PLANNING 
18.1 – the Chairman summarised the Council’s response to the following new planning applications:-

	Application

No.
	Address
	Proposed development
	Council’s comments

	11/3176/FUL

	Land adjacent to Pine Cop Proffits Lane

	Erection of one dwelling and detached single garage

	Neither support or object but recommend conditions re restrictions for site traffic etc

	11/3411/FUL
	Plot 1 – Oakcliffe

134 Chester Road
	Erection of dwelling with integrated garage
	No objections

	11/3498/FUL
	72 Latham Avenue
	Rear extension
	No objections

	11/3084/OUT
	Land adjacent to 

1 Swireford Road
	Erection of detached dwelling

(outline application)
	Objections – detrimental to open space

	11/33936/FUL
	7 Portland Place
	Garden Room

(demolition of existing conservatory
	No objections


Papers pertaining to Frodsham Wind Farm and IRRP had been passed to Cllr. Temple.  The Biomass plant would be discussed at the Strategic Planning Board meeting on 8th Sept 11.
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18.2 The Parish Council noted the following decision received from Planning:-

11/3061/FUL
Helsby Parish Council
 - Temporary Shipping Container – approved.
In accordance with the approval document the container would be painted a dark colour similar to the adjacent building.  The Clerk would endeavour to procure a 20ft x 10ft container gratis if possible and also a price to paint said container.
18.3 Advertising signs – Railway Inn.  The Clerk had sent in a statement to Planning Enforcement that the signs were placed sometime in 2005.  This would assist the Borough Council who did not consider the site to be a Class 13 exemption and therefore a retro application could be made.  The Borough Council may not support such an application but they could not prevent such being submitted, or alternatively the removal of the sign would be required.  The final sanction in respect of any unauthorised advert was a criminal prosecution – duly noted.

19. ACCOUNTS

19.1 Co-Operative Savings Accounts – confirmation received that the £40,000 had been processed and the maturity date was 19th July 2012 paying 2% gross.  The Clerk produced the document that the Chairman inspected and initialled.
19.2 New printer – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972 grant retrospective approval for the purchase of a new colour printer for office use – PC196/11.
19.3 Bank reconciliation – the Chairman inspected the figures and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation Sheet detailing £163,539.55 held in balances as at 5th Sept 11 be accepted as accurate and that the bank statements be initialled by the Chairman – PC197/11.
19.4 Payments – proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED that the following payments totalling £2,810.86 for August to early September 2011 be passed for payment – PC198/11:-
	Chq

No.
	To whom paid
	Particulars of payment
	Amount

£

	3988

-90

3991

3992

3993
3994

3995

3996

3997

3998

3999

	Employees

HM Revenue & Customs

Ches West & Chester BC

ARCO Limited

Duttons Mowerworld Ltd

United Utilities Water plc 

Scottish Power

Post Office Limited
Mrs Jeanette E Hughes

Kestrel Image Makers Ltd
	August 2011 – salaries

Tax & NI on above salaries

Library hire July & August 2011

PPE for General Assistants

Repairs to strimmer

½ yearly charge – Community Centre

Electricity – Community Centre

Purchase of 200 x 0.36p stamps
New printer and printer ink

24 x individual certificates
	1,625.57

   461.43

     44.00

     61.43

     34.20

   124.65
   208.91

     72.00
     92.27

     86.40


Page 722








Chairman’s initial………….

20. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday, 10th October 2011.

20.1 The meeting would commence at 6.40pm to accommodate presentation of prizes to the village ‘Best-Kept’ winners – duly noted.

20.2 Report to the Council – proposed by Cllr. Ellams, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Mr Ian Sinclair and Mr Richard Shirres of Environment Agency North West Flood & Coastal Risk Management be invited to give a short presentation, at the beginning of the meeting, on the progress relating to Ince & Frodsham Marshes – PC199/11.
21. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paras 7, 8, 9 and 12 of Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 – PC200/11.
PART B – exclusion of the press and public

22. CONFIDENTIAL ITEM – New Lease for building renamed ‘The Eccies’.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council enter into a Lease Agreement, for a term of 10-years, with Walkerbar Limited for the building situate on land at Mountain View Helsby now known as ‘The Eccies’ and that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council sign the new Lease Agreement as produced and verified by the Council’s solicitors Walker Smith Way of Chester and that the Clerk sign the document as the witness – PC201/11.
The meeting closed at 8.05pm

Chairman’s signature……………………………………………………………. Date………………………………………………
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