Helsby Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 8th August 2011 at 7pm in Helsby Library

Present:

Cllr. Chris Ellams – Chairman

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Vice Chairman
Cllr. Bill Foster

Cllr. Alan Gardner


Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Stuart Hulse

Cllr. Kevin Kennedy


Cllr. Susanne MacPherson

Cllr. Andy MacPherson

Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. George Randles


Cllr. Digger Rigby

Cllr. Sarah Temple

In attendance:

Mr Tony Angles


Mrs Marj Thoburn


Mrs Barbara Ginty

PCSO James Tapley


Miss Rachel Flint – Reporter for the Chester Chronicle 

1. PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. S MacPherson, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC167/11.
Resident enquired if Helsby Parish Council was going to sign the e-petition on CWaC Website calling for the announcement of legitimate Gypsy and Traveller sites by the end of the year.  It was agreed that the matter be discussed later in the meeting. 
Proposed by Cllr. S MacPherson, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC168/11.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE – received and accepted from Cllrs. Thomas, Crossley-Jones and CWaC Cllr. Ford.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr. Rigby declared prejudicial interest in Item 12.1 as he had quoted for work required on the parish field belonging to the Parish Council. 

4. POLICE MATTERS

4.1 PCSO Tapley reported the following:-
· Low level of “Anti-Social Behaviour”.  

· Good partnership working with Tesco.  Drink Driver stopped – male now charged with being 5 times over legal limited. Expected 18 month ban.

· Again working with Tesco.  Gang of Romanian shop lifters from London working throughout the country and notorious for targeting Tesco’s.  One gang member detained and charged for going equipped to commit crime.
· Parking tickets – PCSO Tapley and other officers had been active in this area.

· Speeding ops – more planned

· Lads approached by PCSO Tapley threw cannabis in nettle bed to avoid being caught.

PCSO Tapley reported the following from Inspector Hodgson

· Operation “Fang” – burglary surveillance in Helsby and Frodsham.  5 charged in connection with burglaries in Helsby.

· Concentrating on metal theft due to the high scrap value – James was asked to notify Homewatch.

· Railings at Helsby Community Sports Club – of the 3 men arrested, one had admitted the crime and the other 2 had elected for trial.
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5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING – proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 11th July 2011 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC169/11.
6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1 New lease for building know as Ex-Servicemen’s Club – the Clerk reported the following:-

· Delay in surrender of existing lease due to loan outstanding with brewery.  Mr Walker had agreed to pay this to relinquish the club from its debt.  He confirmed that the surrender would take place on the same day as the new lease was signed (Walker Smith Way confirmed that this could be achieved).
· To date – our legal fees totalled £3240 ex vat at std rate mainly due to the negotiations between both parties solicitors to accord with the Parish Council’s wish that a more robust lease would suit a commercial venture and protect the   Parish Council as landowners.  Mr Walker had verbally agreed, at the beginning of talks, to pay half the legal costs.  Concern was expressed that residents (over 500 in number) who signed the petition asking the parish council to enter into a new lease with Mr Walker, were unaware of the legal costs involved.

· British Gas had addressed an outstanding invoice to the Parish Council at the Clerk’s home address.  This was for a large amount of money owed by the Helsby Ex-Servicemen’s Club.  The Clerk was concerned about the implications to her personally and was liaising with the Insolvency Dept. to try to resolve the matter.  Walker Smith Way advised the Parish Council to set up a PO Box Number as its correspondence address and that address would be written into the new lease.  The Clerk was seeking advice from NALC solicitor re ramification of supplying the clerk’s home address as the originating address for a PO Box Number application. 
· Mr Walker was now trading from the building under the old lease.  It was assumed that the date of which he took over the supply of services to the building was the date he became liable for the bills.

Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, set up a PO Box Number as their official address for a 12 month period costing £200 subject to confirmation from NALC that it was the best option to protect the Clerk’s home address – PC170/11.

Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, instruct Walker Smith Way to write to Mr Walker -  1. That is was understood that Mr Walker would pay off the Club’s debts and giving him 7 days to clear the  debts and sign a new lease with the Parish Council; 2. That Mr Walker confirms his promise to pay half of the Parish Council legal costs relating to all dealings with the building and the new lease; 3. Giving Mr Walker an ultimatum that, if he does not comply with the aforementioned, he will be denied access over the Parish Council land to get to the building – PC171/11.
6.2 Marking out of disabled parking bay – the lining team were currently working on road re-surfacing.  CWaC apologised for the detail and confirmed that they would give us a date when they were able to – noted.

Page 710








Chairman’s initial………..
6.3 Basic Life Support training organised by the Parish Council and undertaken by North West Ambulance Service staff on 23rd July 2011.  14 residents attended which included Cllr. O’Neill and the Parish Clerk – noted.
6.4 Playscheme – Cheshire Community Development Trust confirmed that the Summer Playscheme would be running at Hillside Primary School for two weeks starting on 1st August – cost to the Parish Council would be £100 sum.

7. BURIAL GRANTS – no applications received.

8. COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY – Cllr. S MacPherson reported the following from the surgery held on 6th August that she attended along with Cllrs. Holder and A. MacPherson:-

Latham Avenue resident:
· Requesting support for e-petition re travellers’ sites

· Towers Lane closure

· M56 noise reduction

Hillview Avenue residents – family seeking advice re accommodation
Hillview Avenue resident – footpath leading from main road (adjacent to garage)

Kings Drive resident:

· Update on Helsby Community Sports Club

· Request that PCSO patrols area between Chester Road / Health Centre

· Update on progress of Tesco In-store pharmacy licence application

· Various matters relating to Kings Drive

 
Bank House Lane resident:

· Overgrown holly bush

· Vans permanently parked on pavement

9. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER BOROUGH COUNCIL
9.1 Planning Pilot Scheme – due to IT problems, paper notifications would continue for the time being.
9.2 Installation of “Air Quality Monitoring Unit” on land owned by the Parish Council at Mountain View should go-ahead mid-August.  Enquiries would be made as to what exactly CWaC would be monitoring.

9.3 Changes to bus routes serving Plas Newton, Kingsway and Frodsham affected from Sunday 14th August buses would run to and from Frodsham as opposed to Widnes.  The Clerk handed out the new timetables that Cllr. Thomas had supplied.
9.4 2011 - Polling Districts & Polling Stations Review – consultation document.  It was agreed that the 3 existing Polling Stations adequately covered the electoral area.  The Council would ask CWaC to consider changing the voting station for Lincoln Court residents to the adjacent community centre instead of Horns Mill School.

9.5 E-petition to register displeasure with CWaC not getting legitimate traveller / gypsy sites. Only received 91 names so far.  It was agreed that it was a matter for individuals to influence the petition.
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10. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

10.1 Vale Royal Area Meeting held 14th July 11.  Helsby Parish Council continued to be one of the main supporters of the forum and the following Helsby members were elected to office:-

Cllr.  Frank Thomas – Chairman

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Executive Member and APB representative.

The main speaker at the meeting was Inspector Mark Watson – Head of Diversity at   Cheshire Constabulary who gave out facts and figures relating to Gypsy & Traveller activity in Cheshire.  Cllr. O’Neill stressed the importance of responding to consultation documents and how, by doing so, it could influence the Borough Council’s priorities.
10.2 Localism Bill – Cllr. Hulse reported on the effects the new Bill would have on planning.  Greenbelt would not be so sacrosanct and this was something the Parish Council needed to be aware of.

10.3 The Chief Officer of ChALC met with Mrs Alison Armstrong to discuss the recommendations of the Overview & Scrutiny Committee.

11. TRANSPORT MATTERS – Cllr. Ellams reported the following:-

11.1 Helsby Station – the Department of Transport had made the decision that the Barrow Crossing would not be re-instated on Health & Safety grounds.  Assistance would be given to disabled passengers if they notified the rail companies in advance.
11.2 North Wales Touring Company – running steam trains from Lime Street to Holyhead every Sunday in August which would pass through Helsby there and back.

Cllr. Rigby left the meeting before the following item was discussed.
12. MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

12.1 Under 15’s Football Team – request to use the parish field for matches starting in August.  The Parish Council discussed the quotations to move the goal posts from CWaC and to apply top soil to level and seed the bare patches next to both goal mouths – Cllr. Rigby and Mr Rob Maddocks were invited to quote for the latter.

Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Temple and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, employ Cheshire West and Chester Council to move and re-install the existing goal posts on the parish field at a total outlay of £150 ex vat at std rate – PC172/11.
Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with S19 of LG (MP) Act 1976 employ Mr Rod Maddocks to apply top soil to level and seed the two areas of bare earth on the parish field costing £230 sum – PC173/11.
It was considered good practice to obtain two estimates for any work when a Parish Councillor had submitted a quotation.  This could be written into Financial Regulations to ensure the Parish Council was conducting its business transparently.

Cllr. Rigby re-joined the meeting
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12.2 Frodsham Town Council proposal for joint working / partnership between Town & Parish Councils.  The proposal was worthy of exploring but with those councils who shared a common bond with Helsby namely Alvanley, Manley Dunham-Hill/Hapsford and maybe even Ince & Elton as it made sense that smaller councils worked with a larger council. Helsby already operated efficiently and effectively.
The Boundary Committee had altered the way in which we worked by granting a 1-member ward for Helsby which was now operating satisfactorily. The idea of joint working was not new as the Commission for Rural Communities had championed clustering and ChALC / NALC were also in favour.   
Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that Frodsham Town Council be advised that whilst Helsby Parish Council was interested in the concept of partnership working, it would not be taking the matter any further at this time – PC174/11.

13. PLANNING

13.1 The Chairman summarised the Parish Council’s comments re the following new planning applications:-

	Application

No.
	Address
	Proposed development
	Comments

	11/2536/FUL

	Willowcroft
Proffits Lane
	Boundary fence (removal of hedge)
	No objections but  conditions sought

	11/2714/FUL
	19 Coppins Close
	Demolish existing sgle concrete garage & erection of brick double garage
	No objections

	11/2938/FUL
	47 The Rock
	Two storey side extension
	No objections

	11/3061/FUL


	Next to VPA Hut
	Temporary container for Parish Council storage use
	No comments

	11/3203/NMA


	Brookhouse

(Tesco Store)
	None material amendments to the Tesco Store extension re 10/1744/FUL already approved
	No objections


13.2 Ince Resource Recovery Park Community Forum – Cllr. Temple reported the following:-
· Biomass Incinerator proposal going to Planning Committee on 16th.  Helsby Parish Council had objected and supplementary request has been sent in for the monitoring of specific materials.

· The operators Covanta had applied for a few minor changes.  Requesting slight alteration for omissions which would go through the Environment Agency.

· Slight change in membership adding Ellesmere Port and Rossmore to the existing representations from Helsby, Frodsham & Elton.

13.3 Appeal No. APP/A0665/A/11/2152375 Bird Hirst, Vicarage Lane.  An Inspector had been appointed to determine the above at a Hearing to be held at 11am on 18th August in Wyvern House – duly noted.

13.4 Robin Hood – nothing to report re status of planning application.

13.5 Frodsham Wind Farm – Community Benefit Fund.  Cllr. Johnson reported that the forum would not be holding anymore meetings until the outcome of the planning application was known – a statement to this effect would be released to the press.
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14. ACCOUNTS
14.1 External Audit of the Parish Council’s accounts for the financial year ending 31st March 2011.  The Audit Commission had issued a clean report with no matters to convey. The “Notice of Conclusion of Audit” was now being displayed on the Community Centre Notice Board – duly noted.

14.2 Record RSS Ltd invoice relating to ground anchor supplied and fitted for spinner play equipment – Cheque No. 3980 for £211.20.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, approve the payment of £211.20 to Record RSS Ltd – PC175/11.
14.3 KDE Ltd – retrospective approval for PAT testing all equipment used by the Clerk to conduct the council’s business from her home.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, pay KDE Ltd £75.84  for PAT test – PC176/11.
14.4 Cheshire Police Authority invoice for half-yearly part funding of PCSO.  Cheque No. 3985 written out for £5,900.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 31 of the Local Government and Ratings Act 1997, approve the payment of £5,900 to Cheshire Police Authority – PC177/11.
14.5 Bank Reconciliation. The chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that he Bank Reconciliation Sheet detailing £166,350.50 held in balances as at 8th August 2011 be accepted as accurate and that the bank statements be initialled by the Chairman – PC178/11.
14.6 Payments for July to early August 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. S MacPherson and RESOLVED – that the following payments for July / early August 11 totalling £11,767.09 be passed for payments – PC179/11:-
	Chq

No.
	To whom paid
	Particulars of payment
	Amount

£

	3974

-76

3977

3978

3979

3980
3981

3982

3983

3984

3985

3986

3987
	Employees

HM Revenue & Customs

Ches Comm Dev. Trust

Record RSS Ltd

Record RSS Ltd

Joe Preston & Son Ltd

KDE Limited

Audit Commission

Mrs Marj Thoburn

Cheshire Police Authority

Mr John B Robotham

Mrs Jeanette E Hughes
	July 2011 – salaries

Tax & NI on above salaries

Donation towards costs of summer Playscheme

Repairs to play equipment and RoSPA inspection

Replacement ground anchor for spinner toy

New double gates for park and security work

PAT testing equipment in Clerk’s home

External audit fees 31st March 2011

Labels & fertiliser for planters

PCSO funding contribution – ½ year

Reimbursement for various purchases

same
	1,625.37

   461.63

   100.00

1,413.60

   211.20

1,011.60

     75.84

   660.00

       6.19

5,900.00

   196.84

   104.82


15. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – 5th September 2011 at 7pm Helsby Library.

The meeting closed at 8.15pm

Chairman’s signature……………………………………………………………………. Dated ………………………………………
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