Helsby Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 9th January 2012 at 7pm in Helsby Library

Present:

Cllr. Chris Ellams – Chairman

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Alan Gardner

Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Susanne MacPherson

Cllr. Stuart Hulse

Cllr. Andy MacPherson

Cllr. Digger Rigby


Cllr. Kevin Kennedy

Cllr. Frank Thomas


Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. George Randles

Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. Bill Foster



Cllr. Sarah Temple


In Attendance:-

Cllr. Pat Bott & Mrs Sandra Devenney representing Upton by Chester & District Council

Mr David Temple

Mrs Marj Thoburn – Helsby News

Chairman’s Announcements – the Chairman wished everyone “Happy New Year” and acknowledged the attendance of representatives from Upton By Chester who had come along to observe.

1. PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC01/12.  Members of the public reported the following:-

· Resident approached various agencies to do something about the plethora of advertising banners/boards throughout the village.  As a result, a number of banners had been removed from safety railings.  Streetscene will create guidelines and, until that happened; they were the best people to contact for advice.  
· Car Wash behind Helsby Spice operating without planning permission or a permit from the Environmental Health Department relating to waste disposal. The matter was being progressed with Planning Enforcement. 

· Greenwood Club Committee requests that a member of the Parish Council represent the Club on the Rural Community Services for West Cheshire.  A Parish Councillor had already been selected as a representative on the Greenwood Club Management Committee and this fulfilled the clubs rules and the Parish Council’s involvement. 
Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC02/12.
1.1 Report from CWaC Cllr. Les Ford:-
· Station car parking – communication with Arriva / Network Rail had been unsatisfying.  Cllr. Ford was waiting news on who had been appointed as new manager for Network Rail before make another approach.
· Closing speech at Windfarm Public Inquiry was well received.  Now waiting for the inspector’s decision.

· CWaC road traffic personnel chasing up various advertising boards littering the village.  Car Wash workers were not being very responsive re removal of their a-boards. 

1.2 Helsby Community Parish Forum.  The first meeting would be held on Thursday, 9th February 2012 in Helsby Community Centre.  6pm drop-in, 6.30pm meeting starts.  Agenda will be finalised early January and circulated.  Council stressed the importance of communicating the event as widely as possible.  Cllr. O’Neill to chase Mark Simmons to make sure this happens.
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2. APOLOGIES – received and accepted from CWaC Cllr. Les Ford.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – none reported.

4. POLICE MATTERS

4.1 PCSO Tapley sent the following report which was duly noted:-

· Quiet Christmas with no reports of Anti-Social Behaviour or burglaries;

· Shift pattern changes – to be circulated;

· More Police Officer resources to assist PCSO Tapley with operations that could include more speed initiatives in Helsby if required.

4.2 Meeting with Inspector Curbishley – Cllrs. Ellams, Hulse and O’Neill attended.  
· The meeting was called as a result of residents’ concerns of PCSO Tapley’s lack of visibility throughout the village.  Discussion emphasised residents getting ‘value for money’ and the manner of PCSO Tapley’s deployment so that he spent more time being visible and approachable.  
· Improvements would be progressed through the Community Safety Action Group.

· PC Donna Beswick was returning to work and would take up her role as Helsby’s Constable.

· Cheshire Constabulary and not the Cheshire Police Authority would be invited to speak during the Annual Parish Meeting for the Parish Electorate in April.

4.3 Joint Funding of Police Community Support Officers – request for continued support.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 31 of the Local Government and Rating Act 1997,  continue to support the PCSO (£11,800 per annum) and was minded to renew the contract for the ensuing fiscal year 2012/13 – PC03/12.
4.4 Criminal Damage to tree on the Parish Field owned by the Parish Council.  A mature tree had been cut down and removed without the council’s prior consent or knowledge.  According to information received from local residents, the tree was cut down and removed on the evening of Tuesday, 20th Dec 2011.  Conflicting views were discussed relating to the trees health although the Parish Council had not been aware of any problems. Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council inform Cheshire Constabulary that a tree had been cut down and removed from the Parish Field causing criminal damage to council owned property and asking that a Crime Number be allocated and the matter be investigated – PC04/12.
5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 12TH DECEMBER 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 12th December 2011 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC05/12.
6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1 Helsby To Hand Limited had agreed to one month free advertising surgeries due to an error in the December issue – noted.

6.2 Advertising boards – The Clerk had spoken with Highways who had visited the village and counted 61 advertising banners/boards along the main road from Helsby to Frodsham. They had contacted their Legal Dept. for advice on the matter – noted.
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6.3 Staff Training – Clerk would not be attending CiLCA training courses as they were specifically aimed at Clerks without the qualification – noted.
7. MINUTES OF THE HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 14TH DECEMBER 2011.  Cllr. Gardner presented the minutes and reported that the committee’s budget for the ensuing fiscal year was £320 – received and noted.

8. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 14th DECEMBER 2011.  Cllr. Hulse presented the minutes and reported that the committee’s budget for the ensuing fiscal year was £10,500 – received and noted.

9. MINUTES OF THE HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 14th DECEMBER 2011.  Cllr. Temple presented the minutes and reported that the committee’s budget for the ensuing fiscal year was £550 – received and noted.

10. MINUTES OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY & ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 14th DECEMBER 2011.  Cllr. Temple presented the minutes and reported that the £14,300 budget set for the ensuring fiscal year was fully explained in the minutes.  The committee also discussed using unspent budgets and the possibility of incorporating drainage of the parish field into a 5-Year Capital Planning Programme.
11. MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 3RD JANUARY 2012.  Cllr. O’Neill presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-
11.1 Donations requests. 
1) Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – to re-instate the donations budget of £500 out of unspecified reserves – PC06/12;   
2. Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED - That the Council, in accordance with Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the Council’s opinion is in the interest of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure to donate sum of £250 to North West Air Ambulance Service – PC07/12;

3) Request received from British Lions for £297 towards their ‘Message in a Bottle’ fundraiser was lost on the vote.  After much discussion it was generally agreed that if a donation was granted, this could set a precedent and open the floodgates for other likeminded organisations.

11.2 Committee budgets.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council accept the budget recommendations from the respective committee’s as follows – PC08/12:-
Health & Safety



     £320







Human Resources



     £550







Environment




£10,500







Parks Cemetery & Allotments

£14,300

11.3 Bus Shelter Maintenance Budget.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that £1,800 be vired from the unspent Bus Shelter Maintenance Budget and re-allocated to the creation of a raised bed on the Maltby Triangle to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee – PC09/12.
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11.4 Parish Precept.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, in accordance with Section 50 of the Local Government Finance Act 1992, issue a precept request for £83,500 to Cheshire West and Chester Council based on budget calculations for the ensuing fiscal year 2012/13 – PC10/12.
11.5 Money Transfer.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. A MacPherson and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council transfer £11,000 from the Bonus Saver to the Current A/c to cover transactions for the ensuing quarter period to 31st March 2012 – PC11/12.
12. BURIAL GRANTS – no new applications received.

13. HELSBY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION – no matters reported.

14. HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB – no new information reported.

15. COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY.  Cllrs. Patricia Holder, Susanne & Andy MacPherson attended the most recent surgery held on 7th January 2012 where the following matters were discussed:-

Resident from Latham Avenue:

· School coaches churning up grass verge – Cllr Ellams had contacted Horns Mill Headteacher who promised to send groundsman to level grass verge.
· Concern re advertising boards relating to Car Wash behind Helsby Spice – already discussed.
· Inquired about progress relating to CWaC finding new sites for Travellers.

Resident from Kings Drive:-

· Very concerned about flooding when Environment Agency turns off the pumps on Ince and Frodsham Marshes.  Suggested it might be worth seeking advice from a Civil Engineer to look at the effect of turning off the pumps.
· Requested news relating to the small bridge owned by Cholmondeley Estates over Old Chester Road – Clerk to chase bridge owners
Resident from Cambridge Gardens:-
· Potholes in road – Clerk to chase Highways
Resident from Rose Farm Court:-

· Asking if board, adjacent to Tesco Car Park belonging to Helsby Rugby Club, could be updated with current seasons fixtures.

16. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER COUNCIL (CWaC)
16.1 Elimination of Double Taxation – implementation of ‘Special Expenses’.  Consultation had taken place with ChALC. Cllr. Hulse explained that the old Chester City Council gave every Parish, within its area, a sum of money to use to benefit residents and a lot chose to employ lengthsmen.  Following the changeover to unitary authority, the adoption of Special Expenses was recognised as the most fair, transparent and accountable way of dealing with the issue of ‘double taxation’ and the changes would take effect from 1st April 2012. For example, Helsby residents would pay slightly lesser council tax as it funded its own PCSO, Christmas Lights and recreational facilities through the precept.  The Parish Council were in favour of the option.
16.2 Local Council Assembly being held on Thursday 1st March at 6pm Forest Hills – Cllrs. Ellams, O’Neill and Hulse kindly agreed to attend.
16.3 Community Governance Review – response required by 27th January.  Due to the importance of a response it was agreed that all councillors send in their comments to the Clerk who would collate the response.  Cllr. Temple proposed it as an agenda item for the Helsby Community Forum on 9th Feb.
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16.4 Community Speed Watch – Northwich and Rural North Area Team asking if the Parish Council would like to become involved in a community speed management scheme.  The Parish Council had progressed this before but, due to lack of resident interest it fell by the wayside.  It was agreed to place an article in Helsby Newsletter informing the public to gauge interest. 

17. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (ChALC) – Cllr. Hulse had already reported the input ChALC had in CWaC’s proposal to ‘Eliminate Double Taxation’ – noted.

18. TRANSPORT MATTERS – Cllr. Thomas reported the following:-

· Work had started on the ‘Customer Information Screens’ at Helsby Station and it was hoped it would be completed by the end of this week.

· Mr Mark Simmons from Northwich & Rural North Area Team had visited Helsby Station and acknowledged the work done by the North Cheshire Rail Users’ Group (NCRUG) in keeping the station attractive.

· Urgent need of a ‘Harrington Hump’ (raised platform to a height that would match that of dis-embarkment steps on trains).  Included in CWaC £5m bid to Department of Transport.
· Car Parking at Station – NCRUG active in bringing pressure on rail companies to acknowledge the problems due to lack of parking provision at Helsby Station.
19. PLANNING

19.1 The Chairman summarised the Parish Council’s response (in bold ink) to the following new planning applications:-

	Application

No.
	Address
	Proposed development
	Member’s recommendations

	11/5440/FUL
	Kevawn

Alvanley Road
	Two storey side extension, single storey rear extension and remodel roofline
	Awaiting recommendation

	11/5182/FUL
	Total UK Ltd

Three Ways Garage 


	Replacement fuelling facilities including storage tanks, vents, pump islands and canopy
	No objections

	11/5486/FUL
	1 Landscape Dene


	Single storey side conservatory extension
	No objections


19.2 IRRP and Strategic Planning Committee (SPC) held 20th Dec – Cllr. Temple attended and brought up two points the first to ask if the operating hours could remain 7am – 7pm every day of the week (as opposed to 6.30am start) and the second point related to emissions monitoring.  Cllr. Temple was thanked for her input and reported that the application had been deferred to the next SPC meeting – noted.

19.3 Frodsham Wind Farm – Public Inquiry.  Cllr. Temple attended on behalf of the Parish Council and spoke to reiterate the Council’s objections to the proposals.  Cllr. Temple was praised and thanked for her input.
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19.4 The following decision had been received from CWaC Planning:-

11/04771/FUL Land at 12 Crescent Drive (4 bed detached + dble garage) – approved.

19.5 Fence on corner of Proffits Lane / Chester Road – the boundary hedge had been planted in accordance with the permission conditions.

20. ACCOUNTS

20.1 Bank Reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank statement and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation Sheet detailing £120,587.10 held in balances as at 9th January 2012 be accepted as accurate and that the bank statement be initialled by the Chairman – PC12/12.
20.2 Website hosting fees.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972 approve the payment of Cheque No. 4065 made out for £50.40 to Integrated Network Services – PC13/12.
20.3 Payments December 2011 to early January 2012.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council approve the following payments for December 2011 to early January 2012 totalling £2,575.21 – PC14/12:-
	Chq

No.
	To whom paid
	Particulars of payment
	Amount

£

	4057

-59

4060

4061

4062

4063

4064

4065

4066

4067
	Employees

HM Revenue & Customs

Wirral Transport

Users Association

Society of Local Council Clerks

BT Payment Services

Helsby To Hand Limited

Integrated Network Services

CWaC

St John Ambulance
	December 2011 salaries

Tax and NI on above salaries

Membership renewal

Membership renewal

Community Centre phone bill

Advertising surgeries Jan to March 2012

Webhosting for Helsby Parish Council

Hire of Library for council meetings

First Aid training 13th March for Gen Assts.
	1,625.37

   461.63

     12.50

   157.00

     71.31

     60.00

     50.40

     77.00

     60.00


21. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – 13th February 2012 
The meeting closed at 8.05pm

Chairman’s signature…………………………………………………………… Date…………………………………………………
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