Helsby Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held on 14th February 2011 at 7pm in Helsby Library

Present:

Cllr. Sam Johnson – Chairman

Cllr. Chris Ellams – Vice-Chairman

Cllr. Alan Gardner
Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Stuart Hulse



Cllr. Terry O’Neill

Cllr. George Randles


Cllr. Digger Rigby



Cllr. Frank Thomas

In attendance:

Mrs Marj Thoburn – Helsby News
Miss Rachel Flint – Chester Chronicle 

CWaC Cllr. Les Ford

Revd Margaret Saville


PCSO James Tapley – Cheshire Constabulary

Mr Neil Gibson & Mr Steve Reid representing Helsby Ex-Serviceman’s Club

Mr Graham Hughes

Mr John Whitley

Prayers – led by Revd Margaret

Chairman’s Announcements – the Chairman congratulated the Helsby Station volunteers and presented Cllr. Frank Thomas (North Cheshire Rail Users Group) with the “Best-Kept Station” award. This was the 3rd time the award had been received since 2003. The local MP would be visiting the station soon to acknowledge the volunteers achievements. 

1. PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC15/11.
*Adopt-a-planter scheme.  Mrs Thoburn had negotiated with Helsby Community Sports Club to take delivery and to store the 4 new large planters until required and asked the Parish Council to consider delaying installation to give the existing spring display tubs chance to flower before removal / disposal. The Chairman thanked Mrs Thoburn and that the suggestion made sense. 
* The President of Helsby Ex-Serviceman’s Club handed in a petition with over 500 signatures seeking the Parish Council support re transferring the existing lease to a Limited Company – the Chairman read out and acknowledged receipt of the petition.
* Resident dissatisfied with the level of service from Helsby’s PCSO.  PCSO Tapley asked if he could address the resident’s concerns in Item 4.
* Same resident complaining about the noise from Ex-Serviceman’s Club clients – the Chairman advised the resident to take the matter up with the club management.
Cllr. Ford reported the following:-

· The plans for the further development of the Mere’s Edge site, including the new sports club, would be discussed at Planning Board A meeting on 8th March.

· Cllrs. Ford, Dawson & Ingram had organised a “Participatory Budget” exercise on 23rd February.  This was when local groups could bid for monies and local people decided where the money would be spent.  13 applications had been received 4 of which were from Helsby.

· Grit Bins – following site investigations / assessments by CWaC Engineering, grit bins would be provided at Station Avenue & Plovers Lane.  Coppins Close did not match the criteria (not 1 in 10) and Mere’s Edge site had not yet been adopted by CWaC.
· Existing Ward Councillors would be in “purdah” from 18th March (withdrawal from office which commenced 6 weeks before date of Local Council Election 5th May).  Because of this, the last council meeting would be 17th .

· No change in council tax for 2011/12.

Cllr. Thomas reported that he and Cllr. Ford had found out the contact details of the person to speak to at ARRIVA Trains Wales to discuss parking around the station.
Government proposal to sell-off Forestry Commission lands which would include Delamere Forest.  Cllr. Randles asked all present to support the opposition to the sell off by attending a meeting being held on 2nd March at Manley Village Hall.  The Chairman reported that Delamere Parish Council had already taken the lead and a meeting had been held with over 200 attendees where ideas had been formulated.

Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC16/11.
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2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: received and accepted from Cllrs. Crossley-Jones, Foster, Kennedy, MacPherson and Temple.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr. O’Neill declared personal interest in Item 6.1 as his parents lived adjacent to the Helsby Ex-Serviceman’s Club.  Cllr. Randles declared a personal interest in Item 6.1 as Executive Member of the Helsby Community Sports Club.  Cllr. Rigby declared prejudicial interest in Item 6.2 as one of the contractors invited to quote.

4. POLICE MATTERS
4.1 PCSO Tapley reported the following:-

· Crime figures in Helsby were 60% below guidelines and Anti-Social Behaviour – ASB 40% below.
· PCSO Tapley had had a good  month resulting in the following successes:

· Assault – working with Helsby High School

· Parking in Windsor Drive – working with residents to resolve.
· ANPR ops - good success and vehicle seized.

· Non-enforcement speed op on corner of Primrose Lane – advisory notices being sent out.

· Unacceptable driving on Tesco Car Park – offender given Section 59 Notice.

· Youths caught damaging fencing.

· Windsor Drive / Marlborough Drive – ASB reports PCSO Tapley dealing with youths and had requested that lighting be installed in the alleyway.

· Youths accessing Robin Hood pub – youths from outside the area had been arrested.  PCSO Tapley was now aware that youths from Runcorn were coming into the area – he would monitor the rail stations as a preventative measure.

· Arranged a demonstration by police dogs and handler at Helsby High School which was enjoyed by the children.
· Supporting Helsby Scout groups in their quest to assist in the community.  They are looking for suitable roles to take on.

· James chased down youth who had discarded bags of cannabis.

· Satnav stolen – youth arrested and charged.

· Number plates theft – man arrested

· Explanation why PCSO Tapley was pictured by the Chester Chronicle in Frodsham – he was following orders.

PCSO Tapley would be increasing his patrols around the Queens Drive estate and he passed his contact details on to the resident to address his issues.

5. MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 10TH JANUARY 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 10th January 2011 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC17/11.
6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1 Helsby Ex-Serviceman’s Club – the Chairman reported that he, along with Cllrs. Ellams and Hulse had attended an information gathering meeting requested by Mr Ralph Walker to listen to the proposal for the future of the club.  Information would be passed to the Environment Committee tasked to consider the proposal and to make a recommendation to the full council – duly noted.
6.2 New Planters – agreed to discuss quotations at the end of the meeting under Part B – Exclusion of the Press and Public.

7. MINUTES OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY & ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 24th JAN 2011.  The Chairman presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-

7.1 Additional Compost Heap – proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 29 of the Small Holdings & Allotments Act 1908, grant approval to the Helsby Old Chester Road Allotment Association - HOCRAA to purchase materials to build an additional compost heap in the wildlife strip and that the Council would reimburse HOCRAA for costs thought likely to be in the region of £50 – PC18/11.
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7.2 Helsby Village “Best-Kept Allotment Garden” award category.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Parks, Cemetery & Allotments Committee judge the “Best-Kept Allotment Garden” individual award category for both sites based on the inspection results throughout the year and that the results be passed to the Parish Clerk – PC19/11.
7.3 Skip Hire - Queens Drive Allotment Gardens.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 29 of the Small Holdings & Allotments Act 1908, hire an 8yd builders skip from Ralph Avis Waste Services costing £130 ex vat at std rate for Saturday 19th March and that a work party be organised to assemble at 9am which the tenants will be invited to attend – PC20/11.
7.4 Cremated Remains Strip.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that subject to the design being amenable to Helsby Old Chester Road Allotment Association re slow worm access and confirmation of specification, the Clerk would endeavour to obtain quotations from contractors to build  a “Cremated Remains Strip” at Helsby Public Cemetery – PC21/11.
7.5 Conifers – proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – to invite Old Vicarage Tree Surgery to inspect the large conifers at Helsby Public Cemetery (conifers located adjacent to the main road) with a view to giving advice for the shaping and tidying up of said conifers and to supply quotation for same – PC22/11.
8. MINUTES OF THE HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 31ST JANUARY 2011.  Cllr. Randles presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-
8.1 Review of documents relating to staff.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – to adopt the NALC Model Document “Disciplinary Procedures” in its entirety as now attached to the minutes of the Human Resources Committee meeting held on 31st January 2011 – PC23/11.
8.2 NALC Employment Briefing E05-10 “Local Government Pay 2010/11 & 2011/12”.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 112 of the Local Government Act 1972, increase the General Assistants salaries by £250 per annum calculated pro-rata for 2010/11 with immediate effect and backdated to 1st April 10 – PC24/11.
9. BURIAL GRANTS – no applications received.
10. HELSBY COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION

10.1
Annual Subscription – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the  Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, renew its annual membership with Helsby Community Association for 2011 costing £10 – PC25/11.

10.2
Proposal to refurbish the Ladies Toilet – specification required to enable quotes to be obtained.  Cllr. Holder would take this back to the Association.  There were no monies in the CWaC budget to give financial support for the project but Cllr. O’Neill reported funding could be forthcoming through the Area Partnership Board (APB)– duly noted.

11. COUNCILLORS SURGERY – Cllr. O’Neill had already circulated his report from the surgery held on 5th February where 7 residents attended and the following was discussed:-
· Traveller update – Towers Lane site
· Windsor Drive – concerns about ASB and parking

· PCSO – re visibility

· Robin Hood and Horse & Jockey – update

· Helsby Station – rumours that ARRIVA wanted to re-open the Ticket Office
· Cable & Wireless installing fibre optic cable through the village

· Dress Shop owner – advice re advertising board and asking that date be given when judging would take place for Helsby village “Best-Kept” Christmas Illuminations competition 2011. 

· Praise given for resurfacing of The Gulley

· Dog fouling on Parish Field – residents advised to take vehicle registration number.
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Cllr. Thomas briefed all that he was the NALC representative at the 2-day seminar at Westminster on Gypsies and Travellers.  He was able to give first-hand knowledge account of experiences relating to the site at Towers Lane.  The temporary permission expired on 5th March.  CWaC could grant a 2-year extension as no official sites had yet been identified by CWaC. 
12. CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER BOROUGH COUNCIL (CWaC)
12.1 Cheshire West & Chester Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2011-2016 – consultation period open until 15th April 2011.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – to send the CWaC Draft Rights of Way Improvement Plan 2011-2016 to Mr Mike Culverhouse of the Helsby Footpath Society for inspection and comments – PC26/11.
12.2 Open Source Planning & Localism Bill – the Council noted the contents of the letter and report sent out by Cllr. Mike Jones – Leader of the Council.  CWaC were piloting the new Bill so that everyone would have a “Neighbourhood Plan” in place. Cllr. O’Neill had contacted Phill Bamford who would keep him informed and he was also pursuing it through the APB.  A meeting of the Helsby Village Action Group would be called to investigate the documents and to see if they wished to take it forward.

12.3 Use of Helsby Library for Parish Council meetings.  Cllr. Johnson reported that following recent discussion with Library staffs / management the Parish Council had been given until May 2011 to find alternative arrangements.  It was agreed to stick to the 2nd Monday in the month and the Chairman / Clerk would investigate suitable premises in the village.
12.4 Scrutiny Review of Cheshire West & Chester Councils relationship with local councils - Cllr. O’Neill was thanked for drafting the Council’s response to the consultation document.  Cllrs. Thomas and Temple had agreed with the comments which had now been sent in.
13. CORRESPONDENCE & MISCELLANEOUS MATTERS

13.1 North West Air Ambulance request for donation towards running costs of £4m per year.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 137 of the Local Government Act 137, should incur the following expenditure which, in the Council’s opinion is in the interest of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure to donate £200 to North West Air Ambulance – PC27/11.
13.2 Cheshire Community Action – Community Pride Competition 2011.  Concern was raised that in recent years, points were lost for areas that the Parish Council had no control over.  Difficulties with getting the populace motivated were another matter.   Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Council withdraw from this year’s “Community Pride Competition” – PC28/11.
13.3 Playground equipment.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 employ RecordRSS Ltd to replace equipment including labour charge and to arrange annual RoSPA inspection at the Children’s Play Park, Chester Road.  Costs listed below:-PC29/11
Replace carriage unit (Cablerider)




£263.90

Replace flat seat swing (damaged)




  £42.50

Replace bearing on spinner





£157.00

Replace rope on Basket Swing for chain due to fire damage

£214.00

Annual Inspection – RoSPA





£100.00

Labour








£400.00

Total less promo offer of -10%
£1,060.20 ex vat at std rate
13.4 Diamond Jubilee 2012 celebrations.  Some councillors remembered all the work that went into celebrating the Queen’s Golden Jubilee in 2002.  Although it was agreed that the Council should be involved, ideally  the community should take the lead and so it was agreed to place an article in the Helsby News inviting the public to come forward and to also contact Revd Margaret to find out how the churches plans were progressing. 
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14. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (ChALC)

14.1 Buckingham Palace Garden Party 29th June 2011 – proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – to nominate Cllr. Alan Gardner whose name would go into the hat for the draw to attend Buckingham Palace Garden Party on 29th June  – PC30/11.
14.2 ChALC matters:-

· Cllr. Thomas attending a meeting in London with the joint NALC Policy Committee and Chief Executive to discuss the Localism Bill and its effects on Town/Parish Councils;

· Cllr. O’Neill elected as Finance Chairman of ChALC;

· ChALC looking to increase parished areas and to find out what the membership wanted.

15. TRANSPORT MATTERS

15.1 Wirral Transport Users Group – annual subs due £12.50.  The council could not justify renewing as there was little to be gained by membership.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council did not renew its membership with Wirral Transport Users Group – PC31/11.
15.2 Cllr. Thomas reported that a delegation from NCRUG would be meeting the local MP and that there was no progress to report to re-instate the barrow crossing.

15.3 Ticket Office Helsby Station – Cllr. Thomas reported that he had not received word that ARRIVA was planning to re-open the Ticket Office however he would mention it to them when a meeting was arranged to discuss installing a “Real Time Information Board”.

16. PLANNING
16.1 The Chairman summarised the comments (bold print) re the following now planning applications:-

	Application

No.
	Address
	Proposed development
	Comments

	V/10/2694/

FUL
	Robin Hood Hotel

163 Chester Road
	Erection of 13 dwellings following demolition of existing building
	Support development but concerns about vehicles reversing into Chester Road and Lower Robin Hood Ln

	10/4052/FUL


	123 Chester Road
	First floor extension & conservatory
	No objections

	11/0046/TPO


	Land off Chester Road

(Mere’s Edge)
	Removal of 5 mature white Poplar trees to ground level.
	No objections

	11/0113/FUL
	9 Hale View Road
	Raise roof height of existing rear extension and insert two roof light windows
	No objections


Due to vandalism of the building and the problem with keeping it secure, the owners of the Robin Hood Hotel asked the Parish Council to write to the Planning Authority to support the demolition – agreed.
16.2 The following decisions received from the Planning Authority were duly noted:-

V/10/02560/FUL
Hillside Lodge, Hill Road North

Notice of Planning Permission

V/10/02610/FUL
Rose View, Alvanley Road

same

V/10/02668/FUL
41 Latham Avenue


same

17. ACCOUNTS

17.1 Bank Reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation Sheet detailing monies held in balances totalling £103,591.34 as at 14th February 2011 be accepted as accurate with bank statements being initialled by the Chairman – PC32/11.
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17.2 Retrospective permission – various.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the Council approve the retrospective payment of the following cheques – PC33/11:-
Cheque No. 3878
  £19.88



United Utilities Water plc

Cheque No. 3888
£333.99 (LGA 1972 s.111)
Mrs Jeanette E Hughes

Cheque No. 3889
  £65.00 (LGA 1972 s.111)
Mrs Jeanette E Hughes

Cheque No. 3885
£229.51 (OP Act 1906)

Duttons Mowerworld Ltd
17.3 VAT Reclaim £8,451.66 – verbal confirmation received from HMRC that amount would be repaid.  At 8th Feb the amount had not yet been credited to the Nat West Current A/c so monies had to be transferred to cover payments.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – to transfer £10,000 from the Bonus Saver Account into the Current Account to cover payments – PC34/11.
17.4 Invoices for payment – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that the following payments for January / early February 2011 totalling £5,979.68 be approved – PC35/11:-
	Chq

No.
	To whom paid
	Particulars of payment
	Amount £

	3878

3879
-81

3882

3883

3884

3885

3886

3887

3888

3889

3890


	United Utilities Water

Employees

HM Revenue & Customs

Clatterbridge Cancer Research

Ringwood Fencing

Duttons Mowerworld Ltd

SMP (Playgrounds) Ltd

Mr T J O’Neill

Mrs Jeanette E Hughes

Mrs Jeanette E Hughes

R Maddock
	Water – Queens Drive Allotment Gardens

January 2011 – salaries

Tax & NI on above salaries

Section 137 – donation

Parish field – fencing

Annual equipment maintenance

Spare parts for equipment

Travel expenses – Chester

Purchase of computer plus software

Postage stamps £65.00

David Austin Roses – internet reservation of 

3x Edith Cavell rose bushes for Commonwealth

War Graves £30.97

Cemetery work


	     19.88

1,592.53

   488.74

   200.00

1,624.25

   229.51

     88.41

       6.40

  333.99

     95.97

1,300.00


18. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday, 14th March 2011 at 7pm in Helsby Library.
Cllr. Rigby left the meeting before the following item was discussed

19. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC – proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting whilst the following item is discussed on the grounds that it involved the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 7, 8, 9 & 12 of 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 – PC36/11.
PART B – Confidential Item

20. NEW PLANTERS – proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, employ Cheshire West & Chester Council (subject to new installation date of mid-May) to remove / dispose of existing 4x planters and to install 4x new 1mt2 planters at specified locations along the main road in Helsby costing £395 ex vat at std rate – PC37/11.
The meeting closed at 8.22pm



Chairman’s signature………………………………………………………………………………. Date…………………………………………….
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