HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 8TH DECEMBER 08 AT 7.00PM IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:

Cllr. George Randles – Chairman
Cllr. Alan Gardner – Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Chris Ellams


Cllr. Bill Foster



Cllr. Patricia Holder

Cllr. Stuart Hulse


Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. Kevin Kennedy

Cllr. Terry O’Neill


Cllr. George Porter


Cllr. Trish Robertson

Cllr. Sarah Temple


Cllr. Frank Thomas

IN ATTENDANCE:

PCSO Chris Maddocks

PCSO Debbie Netherton

Miss Lynda Kelly

Cllr. Mark Ingram – Chester West & Chester Council


Revd Stephen Santry

Mrs Marj Thoburn MBE – Helsby News Reporter

PRAYERS: led by Revd Santry

1. PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC254/08.
There being no matters brought to the Council’s attention, it was proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC255/08.

2. APOLOGIES: received and accepted from Vale Royal Borough Councillors Ford and McKie.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllrs. Randles and O’Neill declared personal interest in Item 16 as Executive Members of Helsby Community Sports Club.

4. POLICE MATTERS
4.1 It was noted that PCSO Chris Maddocks’ last day as PCSO for Helsby would be 29th Dec 08.

4.2 Proposed changes in the policing of the Helsby area – Chief Superintendent Jackson did not envisage any changes to the staff that we currently have contact with - duly noted.

4.3 Report from the local constabulary.  PCSO Maddocks introduced his replacement PCSO Debbie Netherton and Miss Kelly, who would be working alongside her as a volunteer, and went on to report the highlights/achievements of his time in Helsby.  The Chairman and Cllr. Hulse praised PCSO Maddocks as being instrumental in reducing local crime.

5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEEING HELD ON 10TH NOVEMBER 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Ellams, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 10th November 08 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC256/08.

6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1 Mrs Helen Bellairs – Chief Executive of the Cheshire West Primary Care Trust would be attending the next Parish Council meeting scheduled for 12th January 09 to do a presentation on the proposed new Health Centre in Frodsham and to discuss Helsby Health Centre – duly noted.  

6.2 ‘Communities in control: Real people, real power Codes of Conduct for local authority members and employees’ – a consultation document. The group made up of Cllrs. Thomas, Randles and the Clerk responded to the document that included amendments/additions to 
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the members’ code which the group generally agreed with and whether to include a mandatory model code of conduct for local government employees. The group agreed that this needed a multi-tiered approach depending on the size of council and level of leadership.
6.3 Information leaflet dropped to patients of The Knoll Surgery in Frodsham informing them of the proposed new building development in the grounds of Frodsham High School and the amalgamation with The Rock Surgery – duly noted.
7. BURIAL GRANTS: none.

8. HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE

8.1 A meeting had been arranged for 10th Dec with representatives from the Community Association, Parish Council and Cheshire County Council to discuss repairs/renewals to the building for the current and ensuing fiscal year 2009/10 – duly noted.
8.2 Proposal to use the centre’s kitchen to serve refreshments for persons using Helsby Library.  Cllr. Holder reported that a vending machine had received consideration but was rejected as unfeasible.  It was agreed to put forward the original request to the committee that the Library would provide the seating areas if refreshments could be prepared in the Community Centre kitchen.

9. COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY
9.1 Surgery held on 6th Dec 08 – Cllr. O’Neill. Robertson and Temple attended.  A Latham Avenue resident raised concern about people parking on the grass verges.  The same problem, in other areas of Helsby, had been discussed with County Council staffs but resulted in no action being taken. It was agreed to contact Cheshire West & Chester Council, in the ensuing municipal year, to investigate a byelaw to stop parking on the grass verges in Helsby.
9.2 Surgery dates for 2009 – proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Councillors’ Surgery dates and rota for 2009 be approved – PC257/08.
10. VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL - VRBC
10.1 Draft Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment Consultation – identified three sites in Helsby as potential for future housing development as follows:-

14.70 Hectares – former BICC site 

  0.16 Hectares – garden of Holly Villa, 293 Chester Road 

  0.22 Hectares – land owned by Cholmondeley Estates at 274 Chester Road

Councillor’s comments:-

· It was noted that the consultation failed to acknowledge the Horse & Jockey Site which was currently going through the planning application process for 14 No. dwellings.  

· Sherwood Court was not included as Weaver Vale Housing Trust had the option to buy.
· Former BICC Development Brief had identified mixed use for the site that included Light Industrial Units.

Proposed by Cllr. Porter, seconded by Cllr. Temple and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Ingram be allowed to address the Council – PC258/08.

Cllr. Ingram reported that the obligation to identify sites for housing development in the Borough was a statutory requirement requested by Central Government and the shortage of officer’s time meant that a consultancy firm had to be employed.
10.2 Notice Board for North Ward.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, order a large refurbished Notice Board costing £750 installed, from Vale Royal Borough Council to be situated on the junction of Bates Lane/Chester Road on the side of the Warrington to Chester bound carriageway – PC259/08.
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10.3 Electoral registers valid from 1st December 08.  No change in North/Central Wards but a few roads added to the South Ward Register on the Persimmon Estate development at Mere’s Edge.

11. CHESTER WEST & CHESTER COUNCIL (CWAC)
11.1 Notification of Area Working Boards – Helsby in Rural North – discussion deferred to next meeting.
11.2 Issues Log – CWAC given assurance to honour and maintain any contractual arrangements that may currently be in place with CCC/VRBC for 2009/10.  Helsby Parish Council had already forwarded information for the ‘Issues Log’ and confirmed that they had not entered into any contractual agreements with CCC/VRBC for which monies were paid to the Parish Council – duly noted.

11.3 CCC Transport Liaison Committee.  Cllr Thomas reported that the new unitary council committee had recommended the method of dealing with bus/rail passes for the over 60’s would follow that of Chester City Council i.e. free buss pass and option to purchase railcard for £16.00.  Cllr Thomas asked that the Finance Committee be mindful of this when considering the budget for the ensuing fiscal year – duly noted.  
12. CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL - CCC
12.1 Winter Gritting Routes 2008/09 included A56, The Rock and Primrose Lane.
12.2 Public Transport Services – a consultation due back 28th Feb 09.  CCC looking at the way it provides bus service to the rural communities and seeking views on how it can improve that service – Cllr. Thomas to peruse the document.

12.3 Review of Speed Limited on all A & B road in Cheshire – none identified in Helsby.

12.4 Household Waste Recycling Centre in Frodsham.  CCC had submitted plans to carry on using the site for a temporary period of 5 years – duly noted.

13. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS – ChALC

13.1 Quality Council – re-accreditation process

a) Training – Statement of Intent.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the ‘Training – Statement of Intent’ for the ensuing 4 years be accepted in its’ entirety with the addition of I.D. Card & Minutes of previous committee meetings being added to the information pack for new councillors – PC260/08.

b)  Application fee.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve the fee of £117.50 for the re-accreditation of Quality Council status – PC261/08.
13.2 Clerk’s Forum

a) Participatory Budgeting – seeking interest from councils – duly noted.

b) PCSO’s – meeting arranged by ChALC for 17th Dec 08 at Police HQ to discuss contractual issues.  Cllrs. Hulse and Thomas attending as ChALC representatives and the Clerk would represent the Parish Council.

c) Proposal to introduce a mandatory Code of Conduct for local government employees – already discussed in Item 6.2.

d) Date of next meeting – 21st January 09 in Congleton.

13.3 Cheshire Quality Forum held on 26th Nov.  Cllr. Hulse reported the following items:

*
ChALC looking for volunteer councils for Participatory Budgeting.


*
CWAC and Cheshire East – good progress from west.

*
Quality Council information on new Quality Councils in Cheshire and councils going through the re-accreditation process.
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Minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 8th Dec 08.

13.4 Notification of Vale Royal Area Meeting on 11th Dec 08 at Winsford – duly noted.

13.5 Planning meeting at Fourways – Chief Executive of CWAC reported on how their 2 planning committees would operate.

14. CORRESPONDENCE

14.1 Invitation to attend the annual Service of Nine Lessons and Carols on Sunday, 21st Dec at 6.30p at St Paul’s Church – duly noted.

14.2 Information Commissioner’s Officer – Freedom of Information.  The Clerk had produced a Publication Scheme detailing what records were available for public inspection and available format. It was agreed that certain policies/procedures/documents should also be made available on the website.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that Helsby Parish Council’s ‘Publication Scheme’ be now adopted in its entirety and displayed on the council’s Website in accordance with instructions received from the Information Commissioner – PC262/08.
14.3 Society of Local Council Clerks – Membership fee 2009.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 143 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve the payment of £133 to the Society of Local Council Clerks for the Clerk’s 2009 membership renewal – PC263/08.
15. CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION CCA

15.1 Helsby Recreation Area – confirmation that our COMMA funding application for £20K had been shortlisted and would be sent to ACRE as one of the CCA sponsored applications.  ACRE would inform applicants of the outcome before 24th Dec 08 – duly noted.

15.2 AGM – Cllr. Hulse reported that the main speaker was the Chief Executive of Cheshire West – duly noted.

16. HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB

Cllr. Randles reported that the Club was organising a pre-planning consultation event on Friday, 19th Dec 08 between the hours of 10am to 9pm in Helsby Community Centre to enable viewing of the plans for the club’s re-location.  The Club/Brookhouse was hoping that the formal application would be submitted on 23rd Dec 08.
It was agreed, that the Parish Council would arrange a public consultation when the planning application was received.

17. VILLAGE ‘BEST-KEPT CHRISTMAS ILLUMINATIONS COMPETITION’ for shops and businesses.  Agreed not to run the event this year.

18. TRANSPORT MATTERS

18.1 Helsby Station – removal of Barrow Crossing.  Network Rail/ARRIVA made the decision to remove the crossing based on the lack of written requests by persons wishing to use the crossing in the past 5 years.  Cllr. Thomas was gathering evidence that the Barrow Crossing had been used and that disabled persons had made their own arrangements with the signalman for assistance.  It was hoped to get the crossing re-instated.
18.2 New Rail Timetable – major changes in times some advancing by 25 minutes.

19. PLANNING

19.1 The Chairman summarised the Council’s responses (written in italics) to the following new planning applications:-

08-2492-FUL
Tesco Stores PLC

Erection of one 10.6m high micro wind turbine








and associated works for a period of 15 years.

Above application had been withdrawn by Tesco
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08-2427-OUT
Oakcliffe, 134 Chester Road

Erection of detached dwelling including new









vehicular access onto Chester Road

No objection

08-2527-FUL
94 Robin Hood Lane


Dormer to rear


No objection


08-1603-FUM
Horse & Jockey Site


Demolition of existing public house & outbuilding









and erection of 14 No, 2 storey dwellings with









associated external works (amended plans)
Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council organise a public consultation to enable residents to view the plans for the Horse & Jockey site on Saturday, 13th Dec at 10am in St. Paul’s Church Hall – PC264/08.

08-2648-FUL
22 Crescent Drive


Two storey extension to front and single storey








extension to side.

No objection

08-00200-FUL Quinn Glass, Elton


Amended plans for glass manufacturing plant


Still being viewed by councillors


08-2726-FUL
22 Crosland Terrace


Single storey extension at rear 


No objection

19.2 The following decisions received from the Planning Authority were duly noted:-

08-2185-FUL
Broomhill, Sandy Lane
Grant of full planning permission

08-2244-COU
Meadow Farm, L R Lane
same

08-2436-FUL
The Park, Chester Road
same

08-2461-FUL
Three Ways Service Station
same

19.3 Traveller Site, Towers Lane, Alvanley.  Cllrs. Randles, Hulse and Johnson attended the Inspector’s Hearing at Wyvern House.  Cllr. Hulse reported that the Inspector was scrupulously fair to both parties and that he had visited the site the day after the Hearing at the Inspector’s behest.
19.4 Tesco plans for extension – Cheshire County Council objecting to plans.

20. ACCOUNTS

20.1 Second VAT payment received from Groundwork Cheshire.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Value Added Tax Act 1994, s. 42, approved payment of £750.67 to Groundwork Cheshire for the £4,289.56 grant received from VRBC – PC265/08.
20.2 Bank reconciliation – the Chairman inspected the figures against the most recent bank statement and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the bank reconciliation sheet detailing monies held in balances totalling £78,508.45 as at 8th December 08 be accepted as accurate with bank statement being initialled by the Chairman – PC266/08.

20.3 Payments for November to early December 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council approved the following payments totalling £4,559.29 for November to early December 08 – PC267/08.

Cheque No.
To whom paid

Particulars of payment



Amount £

3374-3378
Employees


November 08 salaries




1,995.69

3379

HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI for November salaries


   656.35

3380

Audit Commission

External Audit fees for 31st March 08


   470.00

3381

ChALC



Course fees





     90.00

3382

Groundwork Cheshire

2nd VAT payment for grants



   750.67
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Cheque No.
To whom paid

Particulars of payment



Amount £

3383

Mr Terry O’Neill

Travel expenses – Burleydam


     25.60

3384

Mr Paul (Sam) Johnson
Travel expenses – Winsford



     13.20

3385

Mr Stuart Hulse

Travel expenses – various



     34.40

3386

Mrs Jeanette E Hughes
Travel expenses – various
£43.10)

Purchase of stamps

£27.00)

     70.10

3387

Mr Alan Gardner

Travel expenses – Delamere



       6.00

3388

Mr George Randles

Travel expenses – Winsford



     12.80

3389

Miss Leanne Barker

Travel expenses – attendance at Helsby Youth Club    41.00

3390

Scottish Power

Electricity bill for Helsby Community Centre

   393.48

21. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: Monday, 12th January 08 at 7.00pm in Helsby Library.

The meeting closed at 8.40pm.

Chairman’s signature……………………………………………………….. Date……………………………………
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Minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 8th December 08.
