HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 11TH FEBRUARY 08 AT 19:00 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:

Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Chairman

Cllr. George Randles – Vice-Chair
Cllr. Chris Ellams

Cllr. Bill Foster


Cllr. Alan Gardner


Cllr. Mark Gilson

Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. Kevin Kennedy

Cllr. John Kerry


Cllr. Terry O’Neill


Cllr. Frank Thomas
Cllr. Betty Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:

Cllr. Alan McKie


Revd Margaret Saville

Mr Paul Mannion

Helsby residents

PRAYERS: led by Revd Saville

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: Cheshire County Council had built an island refuge in the centre of Chester Road opposite Crosland Terrace.  Despite repeated requests to illuminate the bollard, no action had been taken.  The County Council had signed the Charter to facilitate good working practices between the 3 tiers of local government and the Chairman solicited approval to write and make them aware of the Council’s displeasure.  The Chairman went on to congratulate the Helsby Station volunteers who had won ‘Best Kept Gardens 2007’.  This was their 5th award in 5 years and the Chairman asked Cllr. Thomas to pass on the Council’s thanks for their good work.
1.
CO-OPTION OF SOUTH WARD COUNCILLOR.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded 
by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that Mr Kevin Kennedy be co-opted as a Councillor 
for South Ward – PC19/08.  Cllr. Kennedy signed the ‘Declaration of acceptance of office 
and compliance with the Code of Conduct’ which the Clerk countersigned.

2.
PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED 
– that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC20/08.  Council noted the 
following issues:-


*
Resident accusing a Helsby Parish Councillor of acting unlawfully by allegedly 


taking part in discussions re granting the Helsby Community Sports Club £100K.  

These was challenged by the Chairman as all councillors adhered strictly to the ‘Code 

of Conduct’ and were not allowed to take part in decision making after declaring a 

prejudicial interest.


*
Concern re consultation process in the Council granting Helsby Community Sports 

Club £100k.  Council justified the decision that the process was open and fair with  

consultation events (6 altogether) being advertised widely.  None residents votes 


were not counted.   

*
Example shown that, out of the 2300 residences that were consulted for the Helsby 

Village Plan, only 36 responses were received.


Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Public Air 
Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC21/08.

3.
POLICE MATTERS: none.

4.
APOLOGIES: received and accepted from Cllrs. Crossley-Jones and Porter.
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5.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS


5.1
Cllrs. O’Neill and Randles declared a personal interest in Item 17 as Executive 


Members of Helsby Community Sports Club. Cllr. Ellams declared a personal 


interest in Item 19.2 as a member of RAIN.

5.2
‘Consultation on orders and regulations relating to the conduct of local authority 


members in England’.  The document had been viewed and Council was satisfied 


with the contents.

6.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 14th January 08.  Proposed by Cllr. 
O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby 
Parish Council meeting held on 14 January 08 be accepted as an accurate record and 
duly signed by the Chairman – PC22/08.
7.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES


7.1
New photocopier – purchased and in use – noted.

8.
MINUTES OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY AND ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON 28 JANUARY 08.  Cllr. Gilson presented the minutes that included 
the following recommendations:-

8.1
Queens Drive Allotments.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Foster and 

RESOLVED – that the Council enter into a formal Allotment Tenancy 


Agreement with Mr Robert Shacklady of 22 Hale View Road for Plot 10 Queens 

Drive – PC23/08.


8.2
Toddler Swings.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Foster and 



RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government 


(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s. 19, purchase 1 set of anti wrap bars for 

the toddler swing from Record Play Equipment costing £69 excl VAT – 


PC24/08.

8.3
Parish Field.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – 

to contact Mrs Karen Tongue of the Playing Field Association to accept the 


offer to set up a trust to ensure that the Parish Field is kept in perpetuity as an 

open space – PC25/08. 


8.4
Monthly Playground Inspections.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Foster 

and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976 s. 19,
accept VRBC quote of £27.00 per 


monthly inspection visit to the Children’s Park for the period 2008/09 – 


PC26/08.


8.4
Part B – confidential Item.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Foster and 

RESOLVED – that Confidential Item re Resolution PCA09/08 be accepted – 


PC27/08.
9.
MINUTES OF THE HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 4TH 
FEBRUARY 08.  Cllr. Johnson presented the minutes that included the following 
recommendation:-


9.1
Staffing.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – 

not to take on a third General Assistant for the year 2008/09 – PC28/08.

10.
BURIAL GRANTS: proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED 
– that a new burial grant be approved for Plot 55 South Pink purchased by Mrs M 
Hewitt of 9 Foxhill Grove, Helsby – PC29/08.  
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11.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE


11.1
Trustee Indemnity Insurance – proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Foster 

and RESOLVED – that the Council investigate amount of cover required prior 

to purchasing Trustee Indemnity Insurance for the Helsby Community 


Association committee members – PC30/08.  Cllr. Kerry kindly agreed to progress 

with local expert.

11.2
Community Centre Kitchen requiring replacement (estimated to be in the region of 

£10K).  Council discussed funding through Landfill Tax funders – WREN and the 

obligatory payment to the government of 11% of the total grant received.  Proposed 

by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – to obtain 



quotations to replace the Community Centre kitchen and to apply to WREN for 

a grant on the condition that, if the grant application was not successful, the 


works 
would not go ahead – PC31/08. 


11.3
Helsby Community Association (HCA) –Cllr. O’Neill reported the primary 


function of HCA was hall management and successors were not immediately 


obvious.  If the committee no longer existed, Helsby Parish Council would have to 

employ someone to run the hall – Cllr. O’Neill asked for volunteers.


11.4
CCTV now added to Community Centre contents insurance schedule – noted.

12.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS


12.1
Area Meeting scheduled for Wednesday, 20 February 08 at 19:00 hours in Frodsham 

Community centre – Cllrs. Hulse, O’Neill and Thomas attending.  Primary speaker is 

Mrs H Bellairs re discussion on Medical Centre for Frodsham.


12.2
Local Government Re-organisation: ‘People and Places’ – conference arranged for 

Thursday, 20 March 08 at 7.30pm in Wyvern House.  Cllrs. Hulse, Thomas, O’Neill 

and Holder kindly agreed to attend.  The Chief Officer of ChALC had arranged a 


meeting with the Chief Executives of Macclesfield and Vale Royal Borough 


Councils to clarify the role of Town/Parish Councils in the new unitary authorities.

12.3
Mayor’s Charity Ball, Friday the 11th of April 08 at Northwich Memorial Hall – 


noted.

13.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

13.1
Waste Group Matters – the Chairman and Cllr Thomas attended a recent conference 

and were able to report that the ‘Red Bin’ for recycling plastic bottles would be 


issued by the beginning of March to households in Helsby not already on the 


scheme.  Vale Royal was leading the County for kerbside waste recycling.  The 


Chairman asked Cllr. McKie to pass on the Council’s thanks.  Tesco now had 


facility for used Tetra pack containers.
14.
COUNCILLOR’S SURGERIES: Cllrs. Johnson and Randles attended the recent surgery 
held on 2nd February where the following item was discussed:-


*
Residents living in a listed building on Lower Rake Lane – request for help re 


garden planting – advised to write to the Parish Council for assistance.
15.
HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP: Cllr. O’Neill reported the following:-

*
Advert placed for new members in a local free magazine - only one person had 


responded.


*
Task leaders for project scoping (14 in all).


*
Stakeholder responses x 3 
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16.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL: next meeting scheduled for 15th Feb.  The 
Chairman was attending and would report back any interesting items from the meeting.
17.
HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB: Cllr. Randles reported the following:-


*
Fundraising continued and a third contractor had been invited to quote for the 


rebuilding works.


*
Club a registered venue for ‘Sports Relief’ and the organisers were hoping to get a 

celebrity to start the event.


At this point Cllr. Ellams reported that Ellesmere Port & Neston BC had approved a 400 
tonne waste recycling site at Hooton.  The application for an incinerator at INEOS Chlor 
was 
still being considered.

18.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS: no matters reported.

19.
CORRESPONDENCE


19.1
Letter from resident re obstruction of Emergency Ambulance caused by parked 


vehicles outside of Hillside Primary School.  Headteacher had contacted all parents 

and PCSO had been sent to the area.  Council stressed the importance of educating 

parents to the dangers of inconsiderate parking.

19.2
Donation request from RAIN towards costs of employing professional help to 


oppose the Ince Marsh development at the Public Inquiry.  Proposed by Cllr. Kerry, 

seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance 


with Section 222 of the Local Government Act 1972, donate the sum of £225 to 

RAIN which, in the Council’s opinion, would benefit the inhabitants in a 


manner commensurate with the expenditure -  PC32/08.


19.3
Helsby Entertainments and Events Group (HEEG).  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, 


seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council grant permission 

to HEEG to advertise the Rural Touring Network performances by the 


placing of a banner on the children’s park railings – PC33/08.


19.4
Cllr. Bellairs resignation letter.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Thomas 

and RESOLVED – that the Council send a formal letter of thanks to Mr Mike 

Bellairs (former South Ward Councillor) for the dedication he had shown over 

the previous 5 years
whilst in post – PC34/08.

19.5
Letter from resident highlighting concerns re £100K grant to Helsby Community 


Sports Club.  As all matters had previously been discussed in Item 2, the contents 


were noted.


19.6
Strong letter of support from Helsby residents re grant of £200K to Helsby 


Community Sports Club (it must be noted that the Parish Council had only agreed to 

£100K).

20.
TRANSPORT

20.1
Cllr. Thomas would compile an article for the Helsby News for persons over 60 


wishing to apply for a free bus pass.  From 1st April the new bus pass was going 


nationwide for all off-peak services with refinements in local areas (scheduled 


service only).


20.2
Hoole Bridge closed due to replacement and diversions in operation.
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21.
PLANNING


21.1
No new planning applications had been received in time for the meeting.


21.2
The Council noted the following decisions received from the Planning Authority:-


07-3075-FUL
Minton, Chester Road

Grant of full planning permission


07-3122-FUL
Hillside, 6 Stephens Grove
same


21.3
The Parish Council’s and Mr Temple’s respective planning applications for the 


Helsby Public Cemetery extension would be discussed during the Planning 


Committee meeting scheduled for 12th Feb 08.  Cllr. Gilson reported that the Parish 

Council had accommodated all of the Planning Department’s and Conservation 


Officer’s recommendations not to develop all of the existing Wildlife Area in its 


planning application and that Mr Temple’s application to use all of the Wildlife Area 

had been recommended for approval.  The Council thanked Cllr. Gilson for all the 

work he had put in over the past 2 years.  

21.4
King Street Energy – a planning application had been submitted to Cheshire 


County Council to construct a twin pipeline from Bromborough to 
the South East of 

Northwich.  In the Helsby area the pipeline would run parallel to and North of the 


line of the M56.  The Parish Council, as a statutory consultee, would be sent a copy 

of the planning application – duly noted.


21.5
Cheshire Planning Forum – Friday, 4th April 08 at 2pm Wyvern House – noted.


21.6
Joint Parish Council meeting at Elton re Public Inquiry for the Ince Marsh 



Development – Cllr. O’Neill was putting together ‘proof of evidence’ and had been 

asked 
by Elton PC to represent them.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. 

Foster 
and RESOLVED – that the Council appoint Cllr. O’Neill to act on its 


behalf 
during the Ince Marsh Development Public Inquiry scheduled between 

the dates of April 15th and Thursday May 29th 2008 – PC35/08.  

22.
ACCOUNTS


22.1
Notification of appointment of external auditor for the next 5 years – the Audit 


Commission proposes to appoint Jackie Bellard of the Audit Commission’s Limited 

Assurance Specialist Unit to undertake the external audit of the Parish Council’s 


accounts– duly noted.


22.2
Shawcross Signs, B’Head.  Proposed by Cllr. Kerry, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and 

RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 

1972 s.111, approve payment of £28 excl VAT to Shawcross Signs to adapt the 

award plaque to enable it to be strapped to a lighting column – PC36/08.

22.3
Bank reconciliation – the Chairman inspected the figures against the corresponding 

bank statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, 


seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation Sheet 

detailing monies held in balances totalling £34,069.67 as at 11th Feb 08 be 


accepted as accurate with bank statements being initialled by the Chairman – 

PC36/08.


22.4
Payments for January/early February 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by 

Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that the Council approved the following 


payments totalling £5,634.19 for January/early February 08 – PC37/08.
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To whom paid

Particulars of payment




Amount £

Shawcross Limited

Purchase of plaque





   324.71

Employees


January 08 – salaries





1,521.57

HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI for January 08




   476.14

OciusB2 Limited

Domain name renewal (helsbyparish.org.uk)


     19.38

Duttons Mowerworld Ltd
Annual equipment maintenance



   217.91

Weaver Horizons Limited
Installation and removal of Christmas illuminations

2,522.71

Mr M Gilson


Travel expenses (Winsford return)



     13.20

Mrs Jeanette E Hughes
Purchases for the Council as follows:-





Postage £83.06



)





Laminator plus pouches £11.50

)





Photocopier paper £8.92


)





Refreshments for ChALC meeting £2.10
)

   105.58

Phoenix Business Systems
Sharp AL2020 Copier (7800089Y)

)





Plus DC110 Toner



)

   422.99

C.O.D. – cheque already written and items received for above
Helsby Community Assoc.
Annual subscription for 2008




     10.00


22.5
Helsby Ex-Serviceman’s Club – rent increase and new agreement.  Council agreed the 

new rent would be increased by £200 per annum and that the new yearly rent, payable 

from 1st October 08, would be £1,000.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. 

Foster and RESOLVED – that the Council approve the rent increase of £200 


bringing total annual rent payable to £1,000  from 1st October 08 and that the 

Chairman and Clerk sign the new agreement with the Helsby Ex-Serviceman’s 

Club and affix the seal – PC38/08.

23.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday, 10th March 08 at 19:00 hours in Helsby 
Library.

The meeting closed at 20:25 hours.

Chairman’s signature……………………………………….. Date…………………………………
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