Helsby Parish Council
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 13TH OCTOBER 08 AT 6.45PM IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:

Cllr. George Randles – Chairman
Cllr. Alan Gardner – Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Chris Ellams


Cllr. Bill Foster



Cllr. Patricia Holder

Cllr. Stuart Hulse


Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. Kevin Kennedy

Cllr. Terry O’Neill


Cllr. Trish Robertson


Cllr. Sarah Temple

IN ATTENDANCE:

Cllr. Alan McKie


Mrs Marj Thoburn – Helsby News

Revd Margaret Saville

Mr Mark Gilson




Helsby residents attending for the village ‘Best-Kept’ awards presentation

PRESENTATIONS:
the Chairman presented the winners, of the village ‘Best-Kept’ competition, with their awards.

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: the Chairman passed on his congratulations and presented Cllr. Holder, as Parish Council representative, with the ‘Community Pride Competition’ Award Plaque to the ‘Friends of Harmer’s Wood Trust’ who had been awarded ‘Highly Commended’ in the ‘Cheshire Countryside Award 2008’ category.

PRAYERS: led by Revd Margaret Saville.
1. PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC194/08.

A member of the public praised the Sandstone Bridge Lighting Scheme.

Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC195/08.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: received and accepted from Cllrs. Thomas and Porter.
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: none.

4. POLICE MATTERS – report of a break-in at Hillside Primary School.  Laptop Computers stolen and a classroom damaged.

5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 8TH SEPTEMBER 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Ellams, seconded by Cllr O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 8th September 08 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC196/08.
6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES: none.
7. MINUTES OF THE HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 22ND SEPT 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Ellams, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Health & Safety Committee meeting held on 22nd September 08 be received and all recommendations duly acknowledged– PC197/08.
8. MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 22ND SEPT 08.  Cllr. Hulse presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-

8.1 Summer & winter bedding schemes.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council obtain quotations for supply of plants for the summer and winter bedding schemes for the 16 No. Planters, planting up of said plants and maintaining the Planters for 2009/10 – PC198/08.
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8.2 Sponsorship of Planters.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Temple and RESOLVED – that the Council contacts local businesses, shops and organizations to request sponsorship to pay costs of planting and maintenance of planters for 2009/10 (when costs had been obtained) plus plaques that would be placed on said Planters to denote sponsorship – PC199/08.
8.3 Litter Bins.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council delegate discussion re litter on the Parish Field to the next Parks Committee meeting with the rider that they consider purchasing more Litter Bins for both field and play area – PC200/08.
8.4 Terminal Boxes.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 144 of the Local Government Act (LGA) 1972, purchase and install 4 No. Terminal Boxes (subject to the approval of Cheshire County Council) on the 4 No. Lighting Columns situate at the top of Braidway costing £250 per unit (excl VAT) total outlay being £1,000 (excl VAT) – PC201/08.
8.5 Christmas Illuminations.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 144 of LGA 1972, approve the retrospective purchase of 4 No. Candela Christmas Tree motifs from Blachere Illuminations UK Ltd costing £630 (excl VAT) – PC202/08.  The Clerk reported that Brookhouse had kindly offered to grant £500 towards purchase of Christmas Illuminations.

8.6 Quotations for installation of 21 No. Christmas Illuminations in Helsby.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 144 of LGA 1972, approve the quotation of £2,992.52 (excl VAT) received from the Weaver Vale Housing Trust for the PAT testing, installation, maintenance and removal of 21 No. Christmas Illuminations to Lighting Columns in Helsby – PC203/08.
8.7 Christmas Illumination display 2008.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that each individual councillor highlights any shortfalls in the 2008 Christmas display by noting lighting columns for review by the Environment Committee – PC204/08.
8.8 Tree Planting.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – to delegate discussion on the VRBC ‘Parish Tree Planting Scheme’ to the next Parks Committee meeting – PC205/08.
8.9 Nomination of Mrs Marj Thoburn MBE to be Helsby’s ‘Parish Council Recycling Champion’ in recognition of the public support that Marj has achieved through the ‘Community Litter Picks’.  Mrs Thoburn suggested that a member of the Council would be best suited for the post – duly noted.

8.10 Village Clock.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – to write to the owners of the Indian Restaurant, where the existing Village Clock was housed, to ask if they were aware of asbestos in the area adjacent to the clock as the contractor required this information to maintain said clock belonging to the residents of Helsby – PC206/08.
9. MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 6TH OCT 08.   Cllr. O’Neill presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-

9.1 Investigation into the merits of SAGE Accounts System.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council keep the current method of manual accounting – PC207/08.
9.2 Future Burial Land.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – to delegate to the Parks Committee that they come up with a plan, based on current burial take-up and estimated length of time that the existing burial ground would reach capacity, and that said plan be discussed at the next Finance Committee meeting for the purpose of investigating a means of accumulating funds to purchase land for future burials – PC208/08.
9.3 Clerk’s Invoice.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of LGA 1972, approve the Clerk’s Invoice of £720 for conducting the Council’s business from her home for the period 1st Oct 07 to 30th Sept 08 – PC209/08.
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9.4 Budget Analysis.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Budged Analysis dated 6th Oct 08 be accepted as accurate – PC210/08.
9.5 Financial Statement.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Financial Statement dated 6th Oct 08 showing £90,377.30 held in balances, be accepted as accurate – PC211/08.
9.6 Insurance Schedule.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of LGA 1972, add 4 No. Candela Christmas Motifs, valued at £1,480.50 (incl VAT) to the insurance schedule at an annual charge of £31.90 (free until policy renewal in June 09) – PC212/08.
9.7 Fidelity Guarantee.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 114 of LGA 1972, increase the current fidelity guarantee cover by £25,000 to £100,000 at an annual charge of approximately £100 to be paid pro-rata to the Council’s insurers Allianz – PC213/08.
10. BURIAL GRANTS: none.

11. HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE

11.1
Proposal that the Helsby Community Association considers providing a venue for the serving of refreshments.  Cllr. O’Neill put the proposal forward but the original request came from the Head Librarian who was acting on the public behest.  It was expected that the practicalities of providing refreshments could be problematic due to the hall being fully booked most days.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Holder puts the proposal re provision of venue for the serving of light refreshments to the Helsby Community Association and that they respond directly to the Head Librarian – PC214/08.
11.2
Cllr. Holder reported the following from the meeting held on 17th Sept 08:-

-
Community Centre Kitchen – still waiting for 3 quotations from local companies for new kitchen.

-
Vandalism to emergency doors.

-
Bookings had increased.

-
Annual Quiz taking place on 14th Nov 08.  Councillors were encouraged to make-up a team.  Tickets priced at £3.50 each.

-
Thanked the Parish Council for donating a Raffle Prize.

12. FRIENDS OF HARMER’S WOOD TRUST – Cllr. Holder reported the following:-

· Rubbish in top quarry – the ‘Friends’ were investigating funding/assistance with the removal of rubbish.  Cllr. McKie was asked to progress the request that the Parish Council had made to the Borough Council approx 12 months ago re removing the rubbish in the top quarry.

· Change of Secretary
· Asking local schools to help with bulb planting.

13. COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY HELD ON 4TH OCT 08.  Cllrs. Robertson and O’Neill reported that there were no residents in attendance.
14. VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS – Trees outside of the Helsby Community Centre.  Agreed that Cllrs. Hulse and O’Neill meet with Sodexho, who was the contractor employed by Cheshire County Council, to discuss the trimming back of said trees.

15. CHESTER WEST & CHESTER DISTRICT COUNCIL.  Cllr. Hulse reported that all services were represented during the meeting held at Nunsmere Hall, with Minister Healey that ChALC had arranged.  Mrs Helen Bellairs (Chief Executive of Cheshire West Primary Care Trust) was able to report that the new unitary authority and PCT would share a £1 billion budget for the ensuing fiscal year.
16. CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS
16.1 Rural Touring Network – tickets were priced at £7.50 for a performance by ‘The Polyjesters’ on Sunday, 2nd Nov at 7.00pm in the Community Centre – noted.
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16.2 Launch of Landscape Partnership Scheme ‘Habitats & Hillforts’.  Cllr. Gardner reported on the launch that he and Cllr. Randles attended.  It was hoped that Helsby Hill would benefit from funding provided by the partnership of the Heritage Lottery Fund/Cheshire County Council for the archaeological investigation and management of 6 Iron Age hill forts and that further information would be forthcoming re what was planned for Helsby Hill.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Project Officer for The Sandstone Ridge ECOnet Partnership, Ms Ellie Soper, be invited to the January or February 09 meeting of Helsby Parish Council – PC215/08.
17. CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION

17.1 AGM 23rd October at 6.30pm Middlewich – Cllr. O’Neill kindly agreed to attend.

18. HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP

18.1 Community ‘Litter Pick’.  Cllr. O’Neill reported that over 25 residents turned out and picked up 35 bags of rubbish, although there was a lack of members from the Parish Council. He thanked Mrs Marj Thoburn MBE and the team.

18.2 Community Pride Competition results – the Clerk reported that Helsby had been placed 5th out of 7 entrants in the 2501 – 5000 resident category and gave a brief outline of the overall scores.

19. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCIL (ChALC)
19.1 AGM 23rd Oct at 6.30pm in Middlewich – Cllr. Gardner and the Clerk attending.  Cllrs. Hulse and Thomas attending as ChALC officials.

19.2 Cllr. Hulse reported other matters as follows:-

· All reports in re the questionnaire that the West sent out seeking opinions on Area Programme Boards.

· NALC AGM – NALC’s finances in better shape than was originally thought.

· ChALC moved for NALC’s help in lobbying Government to ensure that Town/Parish Council’s were given rights as a statutory consultee relating to planning applications for Haulage Yards.

20. CORRESPONDENCE

20.1 Communities and Local Government ‘The Making of enforcement of byelaws’ – A consultation.  Cllr. Kennedy kindly agreed to view the document.
20.2 Helsby Community Sports Club – organizing a Family Firework Display on Saturday, 1st Nov at 7.30pm including children’s fairground from 3pm – 9pm.

21. TRANSPORT MATTERS.  Cllr. Ellams reported that the AGM of North Cheshire Rail Users’ Group would be held on Wednesday, 22nd October at 7.30pm in the Golden Lion Public House, Frodsham – noted.

22. PLANNING

22.1 The Chairman summarized the Council’s responses (written in italics) to the following new planning applications:-

08-2196-FUL
46 Plovers Lane
Conservatory to rear
08-2230-FUL
Spring Farm, L R Ln.
Open fronted garages

08-2185-FUL
Broomhill, Sandy Ln.
Part two storey & part single storey extension to rear.

08-2244-COU
Meadow Farm

Change of use of disused barn from agricultural to




Lower Rake Lane
Class B1 workshop for fabrication of wrought iron goods

No objections for all of the above-mentioned planning applications

08-2071-FUL
Hillside Cottage
Demolition of existing dwelling & erection of 




Hill Road North
replacement dwelling.

No objections but questions rose about the impact of the proposed cubist dwelling on the local landscape.
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22.2 The following decisions received from the Planning Authority were duly noted:-
08-1500-FUL
3A The Rock


Grant of full planning permission

08-1864-FUL
Langdale, Proffits Lane
same

08-1901-FUL
60 Bates Lane


same
08-2033-FUL
209 Chester Road

same

08-2093-FUL
31 Plovers Lane

same

22.3 Land at Towers Lane, Alvanley.  Appeal hearing at Wyvern House 10.00am on Tuesday, 18th November.  Cllr. Hulse kindly agreed to attend to speak against the granting of appeal by Ms M Berry (now Mrs M McGuire) for change of use of farm land to mixed use for farm land and the stationing of four caravans for residential purposes with associated hard standing, access drive, amenity blocks and landscaping.  Cllr. Randles also attending to support Cllr. Hulse.
22.4 Council duly noted the withdrawal of 08-2037-FUL for the proposed removal of existing redundant mobile home and construction of stable building with store at Hope Farm, Blue Bridge Lane, Helsby.

23. ACCOUNTS
23.1
Retrospective permission.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that retrospective permission be granted for the following payments for cheques already sent and cleared:-
Cheque
To whom paid
Particulars of payment

LGA

Amount £

3326
Youth Federation
HVAG affiliation fees

S143 1972
50.00

3327
Helsby Post Office
Purchase of postage stamps
S111 1972
76.20

3328
Presentations
Purchase of 5 No. Trophies

S145 1972
84.75

· PC216/08.

23.2 Civic Poppy Wreath for Remembrance Day.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the LGA 1972 s. 137, should incur the following expenditure which, in the Council’s opinion is in the interest of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure to purchase a Civic Poppy Wreath for Remembrance Day costing £100 from the Royal British Legion – PC217/08.

23.3 Parcel of land opposite the Co-op belonging to Honeywell.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – to invite Honeywell, the owners of the parcel of land opposite the Co-op, to meet with Cllrs. Hulse and O’Neill with a view to Helsby Parish Council looking after the land or, alternatively, Honeywell transferring said parcel of land to Helsby Parish Council – PC218/08.  Brookhouse Solicitor – Mr Jim Banfi had agreed, pro-bono, to assist with the legal process if required.
23.4 Bank reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the most recent Nat West bank statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED 1 – that the bank reconciliation sheet, detailing monies held in balances of £89,606.76 as at 13th October 08, be accepted as accurate with bank statements being initialed by the Chairman – PC219/08 2; that the Nat West Bank is contacted to ascertain if monies held with them are covered by the Financial Services Compensation Scheme – PC220/08.
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23.5 Payments for September/early October 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that the Council approved the following payments totaling £5,458.01 for September/early October 08:-
Cheque No
To whom paid

Particulars of payment



Amount £

3309/12
Employees


September 08 – salaries



1,578.52
3332

HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI for September 08



   426.23

3333

Ardern Electrical Ltd

Extra charges re Sandstone Bridge lighting project
   390.10

3334

ChALC



Training fees





     90.00

3335

United Utilities Water plc
Community Centre wastewater charge

   193.64

3336

W H Evans of Chester
Print costs – Helsby Newsletter


   368.00

3337

Phoenix Business Systems
AL 1552 Toner / Dev Refill



     68.15

3338

Mr Paul (Sam) Johnson
Travel expenses – Burleydam


     25.60

3339

Cheshire Probation Service
April-Sept 08 maintenance of St’ Paul’s Churchyard
   200.00

3340

BT Payment Services Ltd
BT phone bill for Helsby Parish Council

   110.89

3341

same



BT phone – Community Centre


     55.24

3342

Mr Terry O’Neill

Travel expenses – Delamere & Wilmslow

     31.20

3343

United Utilities Water plc
Water supplied to Queens Drive Allotments

     46.49

3344

Kestrel Image Makers Ltd
Printing of 20 No. ‘Best-Kept’ Certificates

     29.38

3345

Mr Stuart Hulse

Travel expenses – Winsford



     12.80

3346

Mrs Jeanette Hughes

Travel expenses – Burleydam 
£25.20)







Letts 2009 Diary


£17.49)
     51.31







Raffle Prize for Quiz Evening

  £8.62)

3347

VRBC



Eurobin emptying – Helsby Public Cemetery

   152.75

3348

Helsby To Hand

Advertising Councillor’s Surgeries


     72.00

3349

Mrs Jeanette Hughes

Annual use of Clerk’s home 01/10/07 – 30/09/08
   720.00

3350

Mr John Robotham

Petrol for mower


£22.46)







Plants/compost for Helsby Signs
£10.00)
     32.46

3351

Blachere Illumination UK
Purchase of 4 No. Candela Christmas Trees

   740.25

3352

Mr A Bantock


Expenses for running Helsby Youth Club 16/10/08
     36.00*
3353

L Hayes


same






     27.00*
- PC221/08.
*Cllr. O’Neill explained that Mr A Bantock and L Hayes had agreed to run the 16/10/08 Youth Club launch in the absence of the recently appointed Part-Time Youth Workers Ms A M Davies and Ms B Smyth.
24. YOUTH CLUB

24.1 Part-Time Youth Workers.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 112 of LGA 1972, approve the appointments of Miss Ann-Marie Davies contracted to work 3 hours per week commencing on 23rd October 08 and Miss Bredgeen Smyth contracted to work 3 hours per week commencing on 6th November 08 and that both Youth Workers be on a 12 month contract to be reviewed annually and extended only if funding allowed and the need was still there – PC222/08.
24.2 Long-term hiring of St. Paul’s Church Hall for Youth Club venue.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, enter into a contractual agreement for the long-term hiring of St. Paul’s Church Hall as a venue to run the Youth Club every Thursday evening from 6.15pm – 9.15pm (3 hours per week) commencing on 16th October 08 for one year at a cost of £7.00 per hour of hire – PC223/08.
25. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday, 10th November 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED that Mrs Helen Bellairs be invited to attend the 10th Nov meeting to discuss proposal for the new Health Centre in Frodsham – PC224/08.
Meeting closed at 8.28pm
Chairman’s signature……………………………………….. ………………..Date………………………………….
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