HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 4TH AUGUST 08 AT 7.00PM IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:

Cllr. George Randles – Chairman
Cllr. Alan Gardner Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Chris Ellams


Cllr. Bill Foster



Cllr. Stuart Hulse


Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. Kevin Kennedy


Cllr. John Kerry



Cllr. Terry O’Neill


Cllr. Trish Robertson


Cllr. Sarah Temple

Cllr. Frank Thomas

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mrs Betty Williams


Revd Margaret Saville

Mrs Marj Thoburn

Mrs Barbara Ginty


Mrs Michelle Pickstock

WPC Donna Beswick

Mr David Temple


Mrs Anne Pitt



Dr R Mitchell & Partner

Members of the Helsby Community Sports Club Angling Section
PRAYERS: led by Revd Margaret Saville

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:
Mrs Jenny McLaren, the Burial Clerk, had resigned after 12 years of service and her last day would be 31st August 08 – letter of thanks would be sent.  Cllr. John Kerry was resigning after serving the Parish Council for 10 years as a member for South Ward.  Cllr Kerry was a past Chairman (2003/04) and an organiser of the ‘Queen’s Jubilee Celebration’ in 2002 and he kindly agreed to continue to run the Helsby Rural Touring Network events.  The Chairman thanked him for all that he had achieved in his role.
1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that 
the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC152/08.


A resident raised concerns re the development to build 14 dwellings on land currently the Horse 
& Jockey Public House and asked that the Parish Council organised a Public Consultation event 
for residents in light of the strong feelings felt about traffic, parking and children’s safety.


Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be 
closed and the meeting reconvened – PC153/08.

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: received and accepted from Cllrs. Holder, Porter, Ford and 
McKie.

3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Cllrs. O’Neill and Randles declared a personal interest in Item 15 as members of the Executive 
Committee at Helsby Community Sports Club.


Cllr. Temple declared a personal interest in Items 7.5, 7.8, 7.9, 7.11, 7.16 & 7.17 as Secretary of 
the Helsby Old Chester Road Allotment Association.
4.
POLICE MATTERS


4.1
WPC Beswick reported the following:



*
It had been a quiet month.



*
Lincoln Court – meeting with residents to give advice and recommendations.



*
Meeting with Alvanley Road residents re problems associated with youths in 



Helsby Quarry.  Street Scene involved with removal of litter.



*
Ward Walk organised for 13th August.



Councillors thanked WPC Beswick for what she did for the village and were pleased to 


see her back on duty.



The following item was reported to WPC Beswick:-



*
Youths damaging cars on The Rock.

5.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 14TH JULY 08.  The Chairman initialled the 
alterations to the minutes.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and 
RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 14th July 08 
be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC154/08.
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6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1
Deeds to the Council’s Lands at Cemetery/Allotments and the Parish Field/Children’s 


Park were with Hough & Co who would apply for first registrations with the Land Registry..


6.2
Bonus Saver A/c Nat West Bank £25K– mandate now validated and the account should 


be opened within the week.


6.3
Annual Return for year ending 31st March 08 – now submitted for external audit.

7.
MINUTES OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY AND ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE HELD ON 28TH 
JULY 08.  

Cllr. Gardner reported that the Helsby Old Chester Road Allotment Association had confirmed 
that they would not appeal against the planning approval to extend the cemetery into the existing 
Wildlife Area and that they would be pleased to co-operate in implementing the planning 
permission – duly noted.


7.1
Parish Field – Drainage.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and 


RESOLVED – that the Council pursue the Environment Agency re their promise to 


organise a meeting with owners of the Manchester Ship Canal and local 



landowners to investigate drainage issues on Helsby Marshes for the purpose of 


reaching a solution – PC155/08.

7.2
Play Equipment.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED 

– to ask the General Assistants to remove the inner frame from the Teen Shelter 


and to obtain a quotation from Winsford Town Council to touch-up paint on 


playground equipment – PC156/08.

7.3
Notice to Quit – Plot 8.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and 


RESOLVED – that Helsby Parish Council lifts the ‘Notice to Quit’ on Plot 8 Old 


Chester Road Allotment Site – PC157/08.


7.4
Old Chester Road Allotment Site.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Foster 


and RESOLVED – that Helsby Parish Council enter into Allotment Tenancy 



Agreements with the following Helsby residents for the Old Chester Road Allotment 

Site:-



Plot 15 – Mrs Joanna Ellis of 46 Old Chester Road




Plot 18 – Mr Tim Houghton of 19 Newfield Terrace



PC158/08.


7.5
Notice Board.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – 

that approval be granted to the Helsby Old Chester Road Allotment Association to 

erect and maintain a Notice Board 900mm x 600mm x 60mm on exit side of 



Cemetery Allotment Site so that said board does not impede gate – PC159/08.


7.6
Queens Drive Allotment Site.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and 

RESOLVED – that Helsby Parish Council enter into Allotment Tenancy Agreements 

with the following Helsby residents for the Queens Drive Allotment Site:-




Plot 3 – Mr Andrew James Rigby of 20 Freshmeadow Lane



Plot 4 – Mr David Roberts of 11 Crosland Terrace




Plot 11 – Mr Scott Finnigan of 13 Queens Drive



PC159/08.

7.7
Fencing off of area to the right of the Scout Headquarters building.  Proposed by Cllr. 


Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – to seek clarification on 1)
if the 


passage to the right of the Scout Headquarters building was designated a Public 


Right of Way; 2) to investigate the Health & Safety aspect of closing off and fencing 

the passageway to the right of the Scout Headquarters building – PC160/08.

7.8
New burial ground and wildlife strip.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill 

and RESOLVED – that Helsby Parish Council accepts Mr David Temple’s offer to 


produce a management/maintenance schedule for the new cemetery area and 


wildlife strip (subject to planning conditions) to be agreed by HOCRAA and HPC 


and that Cllrs. Gardner and Kennedy approve said schedule on the Parish 



Council’s behalf – PC161/08.
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7.9
Planning approval condition to monitor the Slow Worm colony.  Proposed by Cllr. 


Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – that Helsby Parish Council 


accepts the offer from Old Chester Road Allotment Association to monitor the Slow 

Worm colony on the Allotment Site for 2008 and 2009 and that the resulting 


information be passed to VRBC, English Nature and Helsby Parish Council – 


PC162/08.

7.10
Mapping of new burial ground and systematic review of existing cemetery.  Proposed by 


Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – to contact a professional 


Burial Consultant for quotation to visit the new and existing burial grounds in 


Helsby Public Cemetery to give expert opinion on the optimum usage of the areas 


for burial and cremated remains – 
PC163/08.


7.11
Wildlife Strip.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and RESOLVED – 

to work with Mr David Temple in pursuance of proposal and cost for the wildlife 


enhancement strip to be agreed with HOCRAA and HPC and that Cllrs. Gardner and 

Kennedy approve said proposal on the Council’s behalf – PC164/08. 

7.12
Removal of spoils from grave diggings.  Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, seconded by Cllr. 


Hulse and RESOLVED – to seek advice from a Burial Consultant re most efficient 


way of dealing with waste soil at Helsby Public Cemetery  – PC165/08.

7.13
Maintenance of allotments.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and 


RESOLVED – that Helsby Parish Council maintains all vacant allotment plots on the 

Old Chester Road Allotment Site in suitable state for incoming tenants – PC166/08.


7.14
Special Biological Interest Status.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy 

and RESOLVED – to investigate the benefits/pitfalls of having the Cemetery & Old 


Chester Road Allotment Site designated ‘Special Biological Interest’ status – 


PC167/08.  Cllr. Temple kindly agreed to assist the Clerk in this matter.

7.15
Income from burials.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and 



RESOLVED – to delegate discussion to the Finance Committee re the proposal to 


open separate bank account for depositing burial income to allow funds to 



accumulate for the capital investment required to provide future burial provision – 

PC168/08.

7.16
Meetings with Allotment Associations.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. 


Kennedy and RESOLVED – that representatives of Helsby Parish Council meet with 

representatives from the Allotment Associations of Helsby Old Chester Road and 


Queens Drive to review the existing Allotment Tenancy Agreement to make it a 


more robust document – PC169/08.


7.17
Meetings with the HOCRAA.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and 

RESOLVED – to organise ad-hoc meeting between Helsby Parish Council and 


Helsby Old Chester Road Allotment Association – PC170/08.

8.
BURIAL GRANTS – none received.

9.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE


9.1
New Fire Alarm System – the Caretaker would be asked to be the second key holder 


whom the response desk could call – noted.


9.2
Cllr. Temple (standing in for Cllr. Holder) reported the following matters from the recently 

held meeting:-



*
New white tape on stage steps.



*
Licensees of the Robin Hood leaving – they were also the Licensees for Helsby 



Community Centre


*
Kitchen refurbishment – like-for-like quotes being obtained.



*
Next meeting 17th September 08.

10.
COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY – Cllrs. Temple, Randles and O’Neill attended the surgery held on 
2nd August where 3 residents raised concern re the proposed development on the Horse & 
Jockey site.
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11.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL

11.1
Post of Mayor costing £80K. Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Temple and 


RESOLVED – to write to the Chairman of the Shadow Unitary Authority for West 


Cheshire & Chester District and Vale Royal Borough Council to strongly object to 


the post of Mayor of Vale Royal Borough Council due to the cost implications as 


the authority would no longer exist from 1st April 09 – PC171/08.
12.
CHESHIRE WEST & CHESTER DISTRICT COUNCIL

12.1
Consultation of area working throughout the new authority.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, 


seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that Cllrs. Hulse, O’Neill and Thomas view 

the document ‘Consultation of area working throughout the new authority’ and 


compile a response for discussion/approval at the next Helsby Parish Council 


meeting being held on 8th September 08 – PC172/08.

12.2
Chief Executives appointed for the new Cheshire Unitary Authorities.  The existing CE of 

Stoke-on-Trent had been appointed for West Cheshire & Chester District.  Internal & 


externals applications were now being invited for the second tier of management.

13.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL

13.1
Chairman’s Garden Party for Local Councils at 3.30 – 6.30pm Tatton Park on Tuesday, 


30th Sept 08.  It was agreed that Cllr. O’Neill and the Clerk attend and that ex-councillor, 


Mrs Betty Williams, would also be invited to attend.

13.2
Rural Touring Network Event.  Cllr. Kerry reported that the next event would take place in 

Helsby Community Centre on Sunday, 2nd November and that the ‘Polly Jesters’, from 


America, had been booked to perform.

14.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION

14.1
Cllr. Hulse would be attending the next meeting being held on 8th August.


14.2
Access to Services Debate.  Cllr. O’Neill attended the recent seminar when discussion 


took place on ‘Rural Isolation & Transport/Cheshire Accessibility Strategy’ including Local 

Transport Plans and he urged members to respond on-line.   It was agreed that Cllr. 


Hulse respond to the document on behalf of Helsby Parish Council.
15.
HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB

15.1
Options for future of club on Mere’s Edge Site.  Chairman read out letter from HCSC 


proposing that the Parish Council write to Brookhouse in support of Option 3a re 
the 


consolidation of the sports facility within the site (land owned by Brookhouse).  Proposals 

for the area that the existing club was situated on (land owned by Vale Royal Borough 


Council) would be sent to the Planning Department at the same time as the plans for the 

re-location of the sports facilities.  A Public Consultation would be organised when plans 


were received. Councillors expressed the following concerns;


1)
The Parish Council had no authority from residents or enough details of the 



proposal to support Option 3a;


2)
Disparity of land values re land swap;



3)
Proposal could compromise Helsby Parish Council’s right to object to any planning 


applications received for the site.



Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that Mrs 


Michelle Pickstock be allowed to address the Council – PC173/08.  Mrs Pickstock 


reported that a ‘Feasibility Study’ was being conducted by Brookhouse re development of 

site.



Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Parish 


Council write to the developers Brookhouse to support any proposals that would 


bring about the consolidation of the sports area to the village and that the Parish 


Council reserved the right to object when the formal plans were received – 



PC174/08.

15.2
Gala Night arranged for 4th October – tickets £30.


15.3
Car Boot Sale organised for 21st September.
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16.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

16.1
Clerk’s report on Clerk’s LGR Forum – duly noted.


16.2
Area and Neighbourhood Working – consultation event being held on at 6.00pm 13th 


August at Cheshire View, Christleton – Cllrs. Hulse and Thomas attending. 


16.3
Executive Committee.  Cllr. Hulse reported the following:-



*
Chief Executives named for new unitary authorities.



*
Planning Bill: removing a lot of the objections that local people would make.  



ChALC asked NALC to object as it removed democracy from the local area.



*
Ken Cleary awarded MBE



*
North West Regional Assembly being re-named Leaders Forum for the North 



West.



*
ChALC and North West Federation agreed that local councils would sit on new 



Leaders Forum to discuss Housing, Transport, Planning etc.
17.
HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP – Cllr. O’Neill reported the following:-


*
Project updates that included progressing interactive speed sign for the village.


*
Climate change issues now that Frodsham Forward had dropped ISO14001.


*
Youth facilities – progress of grant application


*
Installation of lights on Sandstone Bridge 

*
Next Annual Helsby Event – 11th July 09.


*
Homewatch – article for Helsby News


Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that a ‘Vote of thanks’ be 
given to Mrs Michelle Pickstock of the Helsby Community Sports Club for organising the 
recent very successful ‘Fun Day’ – PC175/08.

18.
TRANSPORT MATTERS

18.1
Network Rail new ‘Railway Communications System’ to improve safety.  Helsby was one 

of the sites chosen for installation of a mast to be used solely by Network Rail.  Proposed 

by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that Helsby Parish Council 

supports Network Rail’s new ‘Railway Communications System’ and does not 


object to the installation of a 15mtr mast at Helsby Station – PC176/08.

18.2
Helsby Station 


*
Cllr. Thomas would take photographic evidence re overgrowth of weeds on the left 


of the building to send to Network Rail with request for removal.


*
ARRIVA Trains – no action re tarmacing the grassed area to the left of the 



station 
building to make more parking spaces – Cllr. Thomas agreed to progress.



*
Lines going into Manchester had been included in the scheme to investigate the 



wider implications relating to the proposal to introduce ‘Congestion Charges’ in 



Manchester.

19.
PLANNING

19.1
The Chairman summarised the Council’s responses (written in italics) to the following 


new planning applications:-

08-1839-FUL
Newlands, Bates Lane
Two storey extension to side


08-1500-FUL
3a The Rock


Conversion and extension of existing ancillary








accommodation to create separate dwelling.


No objections to the above planning applications


08-1487-FUM
Tesco, Helsby

Extension of existing food store with associated 







mezzanine floor, alteration of service yard & development







of staff car parking.


Public consultation event arranged 6th August between 4-8pm at Oakmere House for 
residents to view Tesco plans.


08-1603-FUM
Horse & Jockey
Demolition of existing public house and outbuildings and 







erection of 14 No. dwellings comprising 2 & 2 ½ storey







dwellings with associated external works.


Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that a public 
consultation event be arranged for Monday, 18th August at 5-8pm in St. Paul’s Church Hall 
to enable residents to view plans for the Horse & Jockey site and that the 
developer and 
representative from VRBC Planning Dept be invited to attend – PC177/08.
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19.2
Withdrawn application for 31 Plovers Lane for erection of boundary garden wall/fence 



08-1197-FUL – duly noted.

19.3
The Council noted the following decisions received from the Planning Authority:-



08-1555-FUL
306 Chester Road
Grant of full planning permission



4/08/1402/FZ5 Helsby High School
Approved


19.4
Quinn Glass – Cllr. Thomas reported that the plans for the glass manufacturing factory 


would be discussed at the Chester City Council Planning Committee in September 08.

20.
ACCOUNTS

20.1
New Lighting – Sandstone Bridge - £146.68 for ‘All Risks’ insurance cover.  Proposed by 

Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Council, in 



accordance with the Local Government Act 1972 s. 111, approve the payment of 


£114.52 (pro-rata) to add 8 No. Bracket Lights to the insurance schedule with 


immediate effect and that said lights be covered for ‘all risks’ – PC178/08.


20.2
Bank reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the most recent bank 


statement and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by 


Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the bank reconciliation sheet detailing monies 


held in balances of £62,137.25 as at 4th August 08 be accepted as accurate with 


bank statement being initialled by the Chairman – PC179/08.


20.3
Accounts for July 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and 



RESOLVED – that the Council approved the following payments totalling £2,219.85 

for July 08 – PC180/08.

To whom paid


Particulars of Payment



Amount £

Employees



July 08 – salary




1,541.68

HM Revenue & Customs

Tax & National Insurance for July 08


   453.34

Vale Royal Borough Council

Moving of Police Community Award Sign

     88.13

Mr Terry O’Neill


Travel expenses




     12.80
Mrs Jeanette Hughes


Travel expenses

£24.40)






Purchase of stamps

£63.00)

     97.90






Purchase of printer ink
£10.50)

Mr George Randles


Travel expenses




     26.00

Total:
£2,219.85

21.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday, 8th September 08 at 7.00pm in Helsby Library.

The meeting closed at 8.35pm.

Chairman’s signature…………………………………………….. Date…………………………………………...
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