HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 8TH SEPTEMBER 08 AT 7.00PM IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:
Cllr. George Randles – Chairman
Cllr. Alan Gardner – Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Chris Ellams


Cllr. Bill Foster



Cllr. Sam Johnson

Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. George Porter


Cllr. Terry O’Neill

Cllr. Sarah Temple


Cllr. Frank Thomas

IN ATTENDANCE:

Cllr. Les Ford



Cllr. Alan McKie


Revd. Stephen Santry

PCSO Chris Maddocks – local constabulary

PRAYERS: led by Revd Santry

1. PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC181/08.

Cllr. Ford reported the following:-

· Mayoral costs – not necessarily a cost to future West Unitary Authority.  The possibility was still being considered for a Mayor of the whole area and it was unlikely that the role of VRBC Mayor would be used although the regalia may be useful. 

· Travellers – VRBC area had to find sites in accordance with Central Government.  Cllr. Ford asked that the Parish Council support VRBC in this matter as, if unsuccessful with the 5 proposed sites; they would have to look again.   A balanced view was important to deal even handedly and to stick to the facts and the Council was urged to attend the public consultation events in Frodsham on 27th Sept & 1st Oct at the Weaver Vale Primary School.   
Proposed by Cllr. Holder, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC182/08.
2. APOLOGIES: received and accepted from Cllrs. Kennedy, Hulse and Robertson.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. O’Neill declared a personal interest in Item 15 as an Executive Member of the Helsby Community Sports Club and a prejudicial interest in Item 19.1 (08-1924-OHL) as the planning application would effect his property.  Cllr. Randles declared a personal interest in Item 15 as unsalaried Development Officer for Helsby Community Sports Club.

3.1 South Ward vacancy being advertised on boards – noted.
4. POLICE MATTERS

4.1 PCSO Maddocks reported the following:-

· Tesco Car Park – nuisance drivers.  A meeting had been arranged for residents on 18th Sept at 7.00pm in the Community Centre to outline Police action – Tesco Management had been invited.
· Hillside Primary – Parking issues relating to dropping off and picking up as the road was not suitable for the volume of traffic.  PCSO Maddocks had produced a report for Highways.

· Bike Engraving for security purposes – to take place at the Community Centre 10am on Saturday, 13th Sept.

5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 4TH AUGUST 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 4th August 08 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PC183/08.
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6. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1 Consultation on Area Working throughout the new authority.  Cllr. Thomas reported that ChALC had recommended Option A with some re-alignment as Option B was valid for a longer period of 15 years and this was considered to be too lengthy a period.   Agreed that Cllrs. Thomas, Randles and O’Neill compile the Council’s response that would be e-mailed to Councillors for approval prior to being sent in on 30th Sept 08.  

7. MINUTES OF THE HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 1ST SEPT 08.  Cllr. Johnson presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-

7.1 Resignation of Burial Clerk.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – 1) that the Parish Clerk takes on the responsibilities/duties of Burial Clerk for Helsby Public Cemetery from 1st September 08; 2) that the Parish Clerk’s salary be increased by £892.68 per annum (pro-rata from 1st September - £74.39 per month) to reflect the new role of Burial Clerk; 3) that the Parish Council approve on-costs to cover the increase in Employer’s National Insurance contribution – PC184/08.
8. BURIAL GRANTS – proposed by Cllr. Ellams, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that purchase of Burial Grant B3 Cremated Remains Area by Mrs M Foulkes of 12 Bridgeside Drive, Helsby be approved – PC185/08.

9. HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE 

9.1 Quiz Evening – proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should incur the following expenditure which, in the Council’s opinion, is in the interest of the area and its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure to purchase a Raffle Prize, not more than £10 in value, for the Helsby Community Centre Quiz Evening being held in Nov 08 – PC186/08.

9.2 Committee meeting – 17th Sept 08.

10. COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY.  Cllr. Randles reported the following discussions from the surgery held on 6th Sept that he and Cllr. Gardner attended:-

· Resident from Primrose Lane Estate following up progress on the Gypsy/Traveller site in Towers Lane, Alvanley.

· Balmoral Drive resident’s concern re uneven road surface on the West Bound carriageway on bridge near to Tesco – Clerk to inform Highways.
· Residents from Crescent Drive – neighbourly dispute re access and land ownership.  Councillors attending advised the residents to liaise with the Planning Department and to seek legal advice.
11. VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS –none.

12. CHESHIRE WEST & CHESTER DISTRICT COUNCIL – none.

13. CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS
13.1 Habitats & Hillforts Launch Event – 8th October at 5.00pm Beeston Castle – Cllrs. Randles and Gardner kindly agreed to attend.

14. CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION MATTERS – none.

15. HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB – forthcoming events as follows:-

· Disco 12th September 08.

· Car Boot Sale – 21st September 08.

· Gala Night – 4th October 08.
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16. CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS
16.1 Quality Council Forum held on 27th August 08.  The Clerk reported the following:-

· Participatory Budgeting Event being held on the evening of 4th Nov 08.  Cllrs. Thomas, O’Neill and the Clerk agreed to attend.

· Quality Council Re-accreditation process – no obligation to train for ‘Power of Well Being’ unless the Parish Council took on local delivery of services.  Training Statement for ensuing 4 years would be progressed by the working group made up of Cllrs. Thomas, O’Neill and the Clerk.

16.2 Clerk’s Forum held on 3rd September 08.  The Clerk reported the following:-

· SLCC trying to rally support in Cheshire.

· Member allowance schemes – ChALC to send Legal Topic Note to us.
· Area Programme Boards – next meeting taking place on 16th September (Cllr. O’Neill and the Clerk attending).  Follow up meeting being held on Wednesday, 12th Nov – time/venue tba.
· West Shadow Authority still looking to engage membership working.

· West had huge budget shortfall – another £5 million to find and pressure might be brought on Town/Parish Council to take over certain services.  

· Charter – a group would be formed to compile and present a charter for East & West areas.

· Next meeting – 22nd October at ChALC offices.

16.3 Vale Royal Area Meeting being held on 18th Sept.  Cllrs. Hulse and Thomas were Chairman and Vice-Chairman respectively.  
16.4 County Executive organizing its AGM in October when Cllr. Stuart Hulse will be proposed as Chairman for the ensuing year.

16.5 NALC Meeting in London – Cllrs Thomas, Hulse and Mr Brian Kerr MBE will be representing ChALC.

17. HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP (HVAG)– Cllr. O’Neill presented the following report re Youth Club/Drop-in Centre for the Council’s consideration:-

· Grant confirmed of £2,500 from Youth Federation and this, alongwith the £2,664 grant already received by the Parish Council and earmarked for village youth, was available to pay for 2 x Part-time Youth Workers (each working 2 ½ hours per week).  HVAG had been advised to hold back £1K to purchase equipment.
·  HVAG would affiliate to the Youth Federation at a cost of £50 – to be paid for out of HVAG budget provision for 2008/09 = £500.
· Proposal that the Parish Council employ said Youth Workers (both would require CRB check paid for by Youth Federation) who would be covered by the Council’s blanket insurance cover and paid by the Parish Council - Clerk to check insurance cover applied to new employees.  Length of employment contract would be dependent on funding.
· HVAG would form sub-group to manage Youth Workers.  Sub-group members would require CRB check.  Appropriate Policies to be put in place by this group.
· It was hoped that Youth Workers would be in post ready to open up a Youth Club at St Paul’s Church Hall on Thursday, 16th October 08.

Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – that Helsby Parish Council, in accordance with s. 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, employ 2 Part-time Youth Workers each working 2 ½ hours per week to be paid for out of grant monies received from the Youth Federation £2,500 and grants already received £2,664 – PC187/08.

18. TRANSPORT MATTERS – Cllr. Thomas reported the following:-
· Helsby Station – volunteers from the working party had been interviewed by Radio Merseyside for the ‘Hidden Gems’ radio programme – Cllr. Thomas would be informed when the programme was to be aired.

· ‘Parry People Mover’ (PPM) – company to be set-up to progress purchase of 2 PPM costing a minimum of £2 million for the Helsby to Ellesmere Port route. Could be grant money but proposal still in the very early stages.  
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· Halton Curve – still in GRP process (rail terminology) at Level 3.  Mersey Travel satisfied with progress and line could be open within a couple of years.

19. PLANNING

19.1 The Chairman summarized the Council’s responses (written in italics) to the following new planning applications:-

08-1487-FUM
Tesco, Helsby

Extension of existing food store with associated 

mezzanine floor, alteration of service yard and development of staff car parking.

No objections but concern re increase in noise from delivery vehicles serving the larger store.

08-1603-FUM
Horse & Jockey
Demolition of existing public house & outbuildings & 







erection of 14 No. dwellings comprising 2 & 2 ½ storey







dwellings with association external works.

Serious concerns re access – talks ongoing between developer and planning department. 

08-1864-FUL
Langdale, Proffitts Ln.
Demolition of existing house and replacement with







detached bungalow for disabled person.

08-1924-OHL
Rear of 110a RH Ln.
Rebuild low voltage overhead line

08-1901-FUL
60 Bates Lane

First floor extension to side & single storey extension to 






front.

No objections to above

08-0532-COU
209 Chester Road
Removal of Condition 4 re parking facility for 12 spaces.
Request that condition remains but the number of parking spaces be reduced to reflect clientele.
08-2093-FUL
31 Plovers Lane
Erection of boundary garden wall/fence (08-1197-FUL)

Concern raised as to whom would be responsible for the maintenance of the landscaped area outside the fence.
02-2037-FUL
Hope Farm

Proposed removal of existing redundant mobile home 






and construction of stable building with store.

Request that redundant mobile home be removed from site as a condition of planning consent.

08-2101-ADV
Tesco Stores Plc
Advertisement Panel (retrospective)

No objection

19.2 The following decisions received from the Planning Authority were duly noted:-

08-1375-COU
Beechcroft, 289 Chester Road
Grant of full planning permission

08-1377-FUL
8 Hill View Avenue


same

08-1396-FUL
43 Bates Lane



same

08-1839-FUL
Newlands, Bates Lane

same

19.3 Notice of appeal by Ms M Berry (now Mrs M McGuire) on land at Towers Lane, Alvanley in respect of refusal of VRBC to grant consent for the stationing of four caravans plus associated buildings & groundwork Ref. APP/L0635/A/08/2080448.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Helsby Parish Council continue to object strongly to the granting of appeal to Ms M Berry (now Mrs M McGuire) for the stationing of caravans plus associated building and groundwork on land at Towers Lane, Alvanley and that a letter be sent to the Planning Inspectorate detailing the grounds of objection – PC188/08.
19.4 Gypsy & Traveller Sites in Vale Royal – 5 potential sites identified.  Dates, Times & Venues of Consultation Events were duly noted.
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20. ACCOUNTS

20.1
Smith of Derby re Annual Clock Maintenance – Council discussed request to check building, where clock was housed, for asbestos.  RSK quoted £250 to undertake inspection.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Temple and RESOLVED – that matters pertaining to the existing Village Clock be delegated to the Environment Committee to review whether to continue with annual maintenance and to consider the cost implications/re-sighting the original clock – PC189/08.
20.2
Winsford Town Council quote to apply touch-up painting to the play equipment - £207 plus materials.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Open Spaces Act 1906, s. 10 (b), approved quotation of £207, plus materials, received from Winsford Town Council to apply touch-up painting to the play equipment – PC190/08.
20.3
Repairs to Safety Surface costing £300 (excl VAT) – retrospective permission.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that; 1) the Council, in accordance with the Open Spaces Act 1906, s. 10 (b), grant retrospective permission to Soft Surfaces Limited for repairs, already carried out, to the safety surface in the Children’s Park costing £300 excl VAT; 2) that the Council claims off its insurers for said repairs £352.50 incl VAT (£125 excess) – PC191/08.
20.4
Bank Reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the most recent Nat West and Co-op bank statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the bank reconciliation sheet detailing monies held in balances of £48,667.68, as at 31st August 08, be accepted as accurate with bank statements being initialed by the Chairman – PC192/08.
20.5
Payments for August 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that the Council approved the following payments totaling £14,351.76 for August 08 – PC193/08.

Chq.

To whom paid

Particulars of payment



Amount £

3309/12  
Employees


August 08 – salaries




  1,541.48

3313

HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI for August 08



     453.54

3314

Allianz Insurance plc

Addition of 8 lights (Sandstone Bridge)

     114.54
3315

Ardern Electrical Ltd

Supply & install external lights to Bridge

10,895.41

3316

Mr Stuart R Hulse

Travel expenses (3 x journeys)


       38.00

3317

Old Vicarage Tree Surgery
Removal of conifer hedge – OCRA


     211.50

3318

Mrs Jenny McLaren

Postage/phone from Oct 07 – July 08

       20.02

3319

Mrs Jeanette E Hughes
Purchases:-
Printer Ink
£21.00









Paper

  £9.15


       30.15

3320

Shaw & Sons Limited

Purchase of Burial Receipt Book BUR32a

       25.40

3321

Smith of Derby

Annual village clock maintenance


     192.70

3322

Mr George Randles

Travel expenses – Burleydam


       26.40

3323

Scottish Power

Community Centre – electricity bill


     200.64

3324

Soft Surfaces Limited

Repairs to safety surface – kiddies park

     352.50

3325

Viking Direct


Stationery order




     249.50

21. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: Monday, 13th October 08 at 6.45pm in Helsby Library.

The meeting closed at 8.23pm.

Chairman’s signature……………………………………………………………  Date………………………………..
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