HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY AND ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE HELD ON MONDAY, 25TH FEBRUARY 08 AT 19:40 HOURS IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM

PRESENT:

Cllr. Mark Gilson – Chairman
Cllr. Frank Thomas – Vice-Chair
Cllr. Bill Foster

Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Stuart Hulse


Cllr. George Randles

Cllr. Alan Gardner – substituting for Cllr. John Kerry

IN ATTENDANCE:

Cllr. Chris Ellams


Cllr. Terry O’Neill


Cllr. Sam Johnson

Cllr. Betty Williams


Cllr. George Porter

Mr & Mrs D Temple and Mr P Mack of the Cemetery Allotment Association (CAA)

1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED 
– that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PCA10/08.


The following points and requests were brought up by residents re Helsby Public Cemetery 
extension:-


*
Disappointment to read public announcement that the Parish Council would appeal 

the refusal decision for the Cemetery extension.


*
Employment of RSK without practical understanding of the site and cost 



implications of their professional fees.


* 
Deviation of Local Borough Plan and assumption that the appeal would fail.


*
Mr Temple’s planning permission for the Cemetery extension would result in no loss 

of habitat for the Slow Worm population.

*
If the appeal went ahead, the same objectors would make their recommendations to 

the Planning Inspectorate.

*
Assumption that the approval document for Mr Temple’s planning permission would 

see the same conditions as to what the Parish Council’s would have been.


*
Submission of application for ‘Certificate of Lawful Use’ for Plots 1-20 Helsby 


Cemetery Allotments for the purpose of officially recognising the allotment 


designation.


*
Burial Clerk’s roles and responsibilities.

*
Resident read out statement of what he would like to see reported in the local press 

‘That the Parish Council had reached a compromise re using existing Wildlife Area 

for future burial space’.


Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that Public Air 
Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PCA11/08.

2.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: received and accepted from Cllr. Kerry.

3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: none.
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Chairman’s initial…………….

4.
CEMETERY PLANNING APPLICATIONS


*
Council’s previous decision to appeal.  This could be rescinded in light of the 2nd 


planning application to extend the cemetery into the existing Wildlife Area that had 

been approved.


*
Discussion on the conditions of the approval document and the likelihood that a full 

biographical survey would need to be undertaken prior to using area for burials.  

*
The Parish Council’s application failed on detrimental impact to Slow Worms.


*
After discussion with the Burial Clerk, it was reported that the wide path, adjacent to 

the existing Cremated Remains Area, could be used to accommodate burials for 


another 12 months based on current burial take-up rates.


Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that if the full 
Council decide to continue with an appeal against the Planning Committee’s decision 
to refuse 07-3314-COU then RSK be employed to handle the appeal process at a cost 
of £520 (excl VAT) – PCA12/08.

Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Council 
be RECOMMENDED to arrange a meeting with the Cemetery Allotment Association, 
after the approval/refusal documents had been received, to work towards providing 
burial space for Helsby residents– PCA13/08.

5.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday,  28th April 08.

The meeting closed at 20:04 hours.

Chairman’s signature……………………………………………  Date ……………………………
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Minutes of the Parks, Cemetery & Allotments Committee meeting held on 25th February 2008
