Helsby Parish Council

MINUTES OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY AND ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 

26TH JANUARY 09 AT 7.00PM IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM

PRESENT:

Cllr. Kevin Kennedy – Chairman 

Cllr. Bill Foster


Cllr. Patricia Holder

Cllr. George Randles



Cllr. Sarah Temple

Cllr. Frank Thomas

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr David Temple

1. PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Temple and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PCA01/09.
There being no matters brought to the committee’s attention it was proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PCA02/09.

2. APOLOGIES – received and accepted from Cllr. Alan Gardner.

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST – Cllr. Temple declared a non-prejudicial interest in Item 5.4 as Mr Temple’s spouse.

4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 15TH DECEMBER 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Parks, Cemetery & Allotments Committee meeting held on 15th December 08 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PCA03/09. 

5. MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

5.1 Work had been undertaken to replace the single gates posts in the Children’s Park – noted.

5.2 New Honda Easystart Mower – purchased.  All existing equipment had been sent for servicing.  The deck needed to be replaced on the Flymo Hovermower and £150 was quoted which included the servicing charge. Replacement mower - £325. Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to instruct Duttons Mowerworld to carry out the repair / service of the Flymo Hovermower costing £150 – PCA04/09.
5.3 Mere’s Edge Playground – VRBC had undertaken a check on 22/12/08 which highlighted issues that they were liaising with Persimmon to resolve.  It was agreed that, if no improvements were seen by end Feb 09, the Parish Council would chase VRBC.
5.4 Review of Allotment Tenancy Agreement – Mr Temple (Helsby Old Chester Road Allotments Association – HOCRAA) had circulated a draft agreement to Cllrs. Gardner and Kennedy and the chairman of the Queens Drive Allotment Association - QDAA.   Cllr. Kennedy was reviewing the document and would draft comments. Mr Temple had obtained comments from HOCRAA members at their recent AGM and will send a version incorporating these comments to Cllrs. Gardner and Kennedy and the chairman of QDAA be end January.   Action - Cllr. Temple to arrange a date for a meeting with all parties to discuss the draft allotment tenancy agreement.

6. OLD CHESTER ROAD ALLOTMENT SITE
6.1 Removal of conifer hedge – 3 quotes received to be discussed in Item 13.1 – noted.

6.2 Quote to install new railings – 3 quotes received to be discussed in Item 13.2 noted.

6.3 Replacement hedge adjacent to Old Chester Road.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the committee councillors at the working party on 31st January, view / assess railings and existing conifer hedge, communicate a recommendation to the committee and that a decision will be made at the next Parish Council meeting on whether to replace or leave in situ – PCA05/09.
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Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – if the committee decide that railings and existing hedge are left, that the Council be RECOMMENDED to purchase conifer plants from Morrey’s  to fill the gap in the existing conifer hedge adjacent to Old Chester Road on the allotment site – PCA06/09.

6.4 Wildlife Area – clearing session began in earnest last Saturday with support from allotment holders and general assistants.  A Frodsham Town Councillor had donated logs for wildlife strip.

7. QUEENS DRIVE ALLOTMENT SITE
7.1 Notices of none-compliance with the Allotment Tenancy Agreement.  Following a site inspection, it was proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to write to the following Queens Drive Allotments Holders to inform them that:-
Plot 5 – non-compliance with 9(i) of the Allotment Tenancy Agreement and that all Willow Trees be removed from Plot 5 at Lease Holders expense;
Plot 8 - non-compliance with 9(a) of the Allotment Tenancy Agreement and that old carpet is removed from Plot 8;

Plot 14 – non-compliance with 9 (i) of the Allotment Tenancy Agreement and that all non-productive plants (conifer trees) be removed and to cease using the plot for car parking;

PCA07/09.

7.2 Proposal to hire a skip for convenience of allotmenteers – no action taken.

8. PARISH FIELD

8.1 Trimming of hedge adjacent to Lower Robin Hood Lane.  Action – to be deferred to the next meeting when councillors had inspected trees forming said hedge.
8.2 Matters pertaining to the Scout HQ – still waiting confirmation from Scout Management re their intention to gate-off access to steps on the right of the building – noted.

8.3 Football matches – it was assumed that matches were still being played on the field as the Clerk had not received complaints from the team.

8.4 Gangs of youths coming into the village and heading for the Children’s Park – effectively dealt with by the local constabulary.

9. CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA
9.1 Refurbishment Programme – waiting news from Groundwork re pre-start meeting for junior area.  Action – Clerk to chase.

9.2 COMMA funding of £20K for new toddler section.  The Parish Council was in receipt of £16K and the balance of £4K would be received upon completion. Action – Clerk to inform Groundwork that funding must be spent before June 09.

9.3 Section 106 money from Horse & Jockey Site development – £4,382.  It was understood that this money would be allocated for children’s play provision in North Ward – subject to confirmation.

10. CEMETERY

10.1 Electronic logging of existing cemetery.  Excel Spreadsheet produced by the Clerk and available for viewing.  In accordance with the Freedom of Information Act, all information held should be available for the public to inspect – duly noted.
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10.2 Existing Wildlife Garden – cemetery extension clearing / conversion works.  Proposed by Cllr Temple, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that Mr Temple be allowed to address the Parks Committee – PCA08/09.  Old railings adjacent to the garage needed to be moved off-site to allow clearing work to continue.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – 1. to grant approval to Mr Temple to arrange the removal of old railing sections adjacent to the garage during the working party on 31/01/09;  2. to keep one section of the railings (subject to being in reasonable condition) to fill the gap in the long run of railings that divide the allotment / existing cemetery area – PCA09/09.
The committee discussed the wildlife strip and the requirement to place hibernaculum for the slow worms before the end of March in accordance with the planning conditions.  Action – Cllr. Temple was researching building hibernaculum and, if costs were involved, this would be put directly to the Parish Council for approval.   The new cemetery area would be strimmed by General Assistants to keep grass length approximately 3ins. 
10.3 Assessment of current burial space – identified 112 possible additional burial plots and 157 cremation plots in the following areas:-
Path A – no full burial plots but 157 cremation plots available for use

Path B – 9 full burial plots

Path C
- 10 full burial plots

Path D
- 13 full burial plots

Path E – 25 full burial plots

Central Area – 55 full burial plots (subject to ground survey i.e. trial excavations and the approval of the Parish Council to convert a large section of the existing cremated remains area).

RECOMMENDATIONS:  that the survey entitled “Assessment of Current Burial Space” be accepted by the council in its entirety identifying 112 full burial plots and 157 cremation remains plots – PCA10/09.
10.4 Quotation to map the existing cemetery to also include identified burial plots along paths / central area and all new extension.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED 1. that the Council be RECOMMENDED to accept the quotation of £800 excl vat std rate received from Dunn&Co to undertake the complete mapping of the existing burial ground (located on the junction of Old Chester Road / Chester Road in Helsby) that would include the new plots identified along the paths / central area and within the extension;  2.  to obtain a quote from Dunn&Co for a ground (trial excavations) survey of the existing cremated remains  / central area of Helsby Public Cemetery to ascertain if the ground was suitable for full burial plots – PCA11/09.
10.5 Spoil heap – to identify an area that can be used for the tipping of spoil.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to ask Dunn&Co for a recommendation re the best area in the existing cemetery / cemetery extension to site a spoil heap as part of their mapping work – PCA12/09.
10.6 Training course in ‘Risk Assessment of Burial Ground’.  Proposed by Cllr Randles, seconded by Cllr. Temple and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to send the Clerk on a Memorial Safety Course on 19th February 09 at Warrington Cemetery organised by Dunn&Co costing £40 – PCA13/09.
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10.7 Installation of railings to replace the wooden fence along the length of the new cemetery extension / wildlife strip – 3 quotes received.  To be discussed in Item 13.3.

11. DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: Monday, 27th April 09 at 7.00pm

12. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Temple and RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting whilst the following items are discussed on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 12 of Schedule 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 – PCA14/09.

PART B

13. CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS
13.1 Removal of conifer hedge adjacent to the railings at the Old Chester Road Allotment Site.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to accept the quote of £498 excl vat std rate received from Joe Preston & Son Limited to remove / dispose of the existing conifer hedge adjacent to the railings on the Old Chester Road Allotment Site subject to site survey inspection by the members of the Parks, Cemetery & Allotments Committee – PCA15/09.
13.2 Installation to replace railings adjacent to Old Chester Road on the Allotment Site.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to accept the quote of £3,156 excl vat std rate received from Joe Preston & Son Limited for replacement / galvanising / finished in gloss black paint of the 30mtr run of 1.55mtr high sections of railings located adjacent to Old Chester Road on the allotment site subject to site survey inspection by the members of the Parks, Cemetery & Allotments Committee – PCA16/09.
13.3 Installation of railings between the new cemetery extension / new wildlife strip.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED 1.  that the Council be RECOMMENDED to accept the quote of £3,998 excl vat std rate received from Joe Preston & Son Limited for installation of 38mtrs 1.55mtr high post and sections of galvanised railings finished in gloss black paint for the length of land between the new cemetery extension / wildlife strip (replacing wooden fence);   2.  that Joe Preston and Son Limited be asked to supply and install railing section to match existing from  the end of the long run of railings between existing cemetery / allotment site to the start of the current wooden fence – PCA17/09.
The meeting closed at 8.29pm

Chairman’s signature…………………………………………………… Date ……………………………………….
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