HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY AND ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD AT 19:00 HOURS ON 28TH JANUARY 2008 IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM

PRESENT:

Cllr. Mark Gilson – Chairman
Cllr. Frank Thomas – Vice-Chair
Cllr. Bill Foster

Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Stuart Hulse


Cllr. George Randles

IN ATTENDANCE:


Mr & Mrs Temple – Cemetery Allotment Holders

Chairman’s Announcements – the Chairman thanked Mr Mike Bellairs for his role as Vice-Chairman of this committee and went on to acknowledge all the hard work that he had put in and his support.

1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED 
– that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PCA01/08.


There being no matters brought to the committee’s attention it was proposed by Cllr. 
Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and 
the meeting reconvened – PCA02/08.

2.
APOLOGIES: none.

3.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. Thomas declared a personal interest in Item 7.1 as 
an allotment holder.

4.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN: proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Foster and 
RESOLVED – that Cllr. Thomas be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parks, Cemetery 
and Allotments Committee – PCA03/08.

5.
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 12TH DECEMBER 07.  Proposed by Cllr. 
Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Parks, 
Cemetery and Allotment Committee meeting held on 12th December 07 be accepted as 
an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – PCA04/08.
6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES


6.1
Water Tap – moved to corner of Plot 16 in the Cemetery Allotment Gardens.


6.2
Fire damaged Leylandii now cut down – Old Vicarage Tree Surgeons would return 

to remove and grind stumps.  Clerk to order replacement plants from Morrey’s 


when stumps removed.

7.
ALLOTMENTS


7.1
Public Liability Insurance included as a condition in the Tenancy Allotment 


Agreement.  Most of the Cemetery Allotment Holders (CAH) had joined the 


National Society of Allotment & Leisure Gardeners and had obtained insurance 


cover. 
Signed agreements were now trickling through.  Queens Drive Allotment 


Holders were being assisted by CAH to do same.  It was thought that, after the 


cemetery extension had been decided, both sites would combine to form an 


Allotment Association.
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7.2
New Tenancy Allotment Agreement for Ms Maud Goldberg  - Plot 6 QD.  To date, 

Ms Goldberg had not signed the agreement after being given 3 months to do so.  In 

light of this the Committee agreed to write to Ms Goldberg to inform her that the 


plot would be re-let.


7.3
Application for Allotment Tenancy Agreement.  Proposed by Cllr. 
Hulse, seconded 

by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to 


enter into an Allotment Tenancy Agreement with Mr Robert Shacklady of 22 

Hale View Road for Plot 10 Queens Drive Allotments – PCA05/08.


7.4
Meeting with local landowner to discuss renting land to replace allotments taken by 

proposed cemetery extension.  Cllr. Gilson and the Clerk met with Mr D Yeo to 


negotiate renting a strip of land near to the Helsby/Frodsham border and were 


awaiting a price.  The Planning Department had been notified. 

7.5
Notice to Vacate Plot 1 – Cemetery Allotment Gardens.  Mrs Sanderson (plot 


holder) sought the committee’s approval to permit the next person on the waiting list 

(Ms Anna Addis of 300 Chester Road) to help cultivate part of her plot during the 


growing season as she would be moving sometime during 2008 – agreed.
8.
CHILDREN’S PLAY AREA

8.1
Funding of Helsby Recreation Area – still awaiting news from ‘Big Lottery’.


8.2
Toddler Swings – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Foster and 



RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to replace one set of 


chains with ‘anti-wrap’ bars for the Toddler Swings – PCA06/08.

8.3
Trimming of bushes to ensure clear views throughout the play area – awaiting


meeting with Old Vicarage Tree Surgeons.


8.4
Monthly Playground Inspections – Clerk awaiting quote from VRBC for 2008/09.

9.
PARISH FIELD


9.1
Playing Fields Association (PFA)– Cllr. Hulse reported that, to coincide with 2012 

Olympics, the PFA would assist Council’s who had open spaces to ensure that they 

were kept in perpetuity i.e. to set up a trust to prevent land being be sold for 


development use.  This they would do free-of-charge.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, 


seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Council be 



RECOMMENDED to contact Mrs Karen Tongue (PFA) to accept the offer to 

set up a trust to ensure that the Parish Field is kept in perpetuity as an open 


space – PCA07/08.

9.2
The Robin Hood Football Club had only managed to play 1 game due to the 


condition of the field – noted.

10.
CEMETERY

10.1
07-3366-COU ‘Change of use of wildlife area/waste ground/allotment plots to burial 

ground.   It was agreed that no comments would be sent in for 07-3366-COU. 


10.2
Helsby Parish Council’s planning application for the cemetery extension – plans 


deferred to February’s Planning Committee meeting due to a typographical error in 

the site notice.  

10.3
Honda Mower – General Assistant reported that the company who had undertaken 

the maintenance of the machine had mentioned that the mower was reaching the end 

of its useful life and would probably need to be replaced – noted.


10.4
Corporate Manslaughter – new law expected soon that the Council would need to be 

aware of and the requirement for compliance with the Health & Safety at Work Act 

1974 – noted.
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Minutes of the Parks Committee meeting held on 28 Jan 08.
11.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: Monday, 28th April 08 at 19:00 hours in the Committee 
Room.

12.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by 
Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting 
for the following items on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 12 of Schedule 12a of the Local 
Government 
Act 1972 – PCA08/08.

PART B

13.
CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS


13.1
To place conditions on a Frodsham Undertaker for conducting funerals in Helsby 


Public Cemetery – agreed.

13.2
Discussion on items that arose at Frodsham Town Council’s Amenities Committee 

that concerned Helsby Cemetery.

The meeting closed at 20:05 hours.

Chairman’s signature……………………………………….. Date…………………………………
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