HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY AND ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 28TH APRIL 08 AT 7.00PM IN THE COMMITTEE ROOM

PRESENT:
Cllr. Frank Thomas – Chairman
Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones substituting for Cllr. Holder

Cllr. Stuart Hulse


Cllr. Alan Gardner substituting for Cllr. Kerry

Cllr. Bill Foster

Cllr. George Randles

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr & Mrs D Temple – Old Chester Road allotment holders

1.
Election of Chairman.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED 
– that Cllr. Frank Thomas be elected as Chairman to conduct the meeting – 
PCA14/08.

2.
Public Air Time.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – 
that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PCA15/08.


There being no matters brought to the committee’s attention it was proposed by Cllr. Hulse, 
seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the 
meeting reconvened – PCA16/08.

3.
Apologies – received and accepted from Cllrs. Holder and Kerry.

4.
Declarations of interest – none.

5.
Minutes of the meeting held on 28th January 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. 
Foster and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Parks, Cemetery and Allotments 
Committee meeting held on 28th January 08 be accepted as accurate and duly signed 
by the Chairman – PCA17/08.

6.
Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 28th January 08.

6.1
Toddler Swing – order placed with Record Play Equipment to replace with ‘anti-


wrap’ bars costing £69 plus £20 delivery charge – duly noted.


6.2
Cheshire County Playing Field Association (CCPFA).  The Parish Council had 


registered interest in offer to set-up a trust to ensure the Parish Field was kept in 


perpetuity as an open space and was awaiting further instructions from CCPFA – 

duly noted.


6.3
Frodsham Town Council (FTC).  The Parish Council had confirmed a willingness to 

meet with FTC to discuss future burial provision and was awaiting confirmation of 

date for said meeting – duly noted.
7.
Minutes of the Special Meeting held on 25th February 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, 
seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Special Meeting of 
the Parks, Cemetery and Allotments Committee held on 25th February 08 be accepted 
as accurate and duly signed by the Chairman – PCA18/08.

8.
Matters arising from the minutes of the meeting held on 25th February 08.

8.1
Planning Application No. 07-3314-COU latterly refused.  RSK employed to handle 

grant of appeal which had been submitted and validated by the Planning 



Inspectorate and a decision would be reached in approximately 6 months time.


8.2
Meeting with Old Chester Road Allotment Association had been arranged for 


Wednesday, 7th May at 7.00pm in the Committee Room – Cllrs. Thomas, Hulse, 


Randles and the Clerk would be representing the Parish Council – duly noted.
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9.
Allotments – Cemetery

9.1
Leylandii stumps – still waiting for Old Vicarage Tree Surgeons to grind stumps. 


It was agreed to monitor existing hedge as it was showing signs of blight damage.

9.2
Request from Old Chester Road Allotment Association to erect a Notice Board as a 

means to communicate with members - agreed to defer to next Parks meeting when 

size of board was known.


9.3
Proposal to leave plots empty when existing tenants vacated.  It was agreed to keep 

the status quo and to consider each application, for an allotment tenancy, on its 


merits.


9.4
None compliance with Notice to Quit – Plot 8 and vacate to Plot 15.  Proposed by 

Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council be 


RECOMMENDED to issue Mr Tony Hinkins with an ultimatum that, if Plot 8 


had not been vacated by 1st May 08, he would forfeit the right to transfer to 


Plot 15 – PCA19/08.


9.5
Certificate of Lawfulness for existing use as allotment plots submitted by Mrs S 


Temple Application No. 08-0628-CERT for Plots 1-20.  The Clerk had submitted the 

Council’s comments to the Planning Department –noted.

9.6
Drawings of variations of new burial plots in the wildlife area had now been received 

by the Chairman and were circulated at the meeting.

10.
Allotments – Queens Drive

10.1
Application for Allotment Tenancy Agreement for Plot 6.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, 

seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED 

to enter into an Allotment Tenancy Agreement with Mrs X Burgess of 94 Robin 

Hood Lane for Plot 6 – Queens Drive Allotments – PCA20/08.


10.2
Public Liability Insurance cover.  To date, only 4 plot-holders had signed the 


declaration to confirm that they had the necessary insurance cover in place.  The 

Chairman agreed to progress – Clerk to send over list. 

11.
Parish Field


11.1
Lying water on field made it unfit for football matches.  The committee agreed to 


take the following action:-

· To enter into discussions with the Robin Hood Football Team re their offer to lay mole drains free-of-charge.
· To speak with Vale Royal Borough Council to ask for assistance to put pressure on the Environment Agency to contact Peel Holdings to un-silt sluice gates on land owned by them in the interest of the public’s Health & Safety.

12.
Children’s Play Area


12.1
Funding of Helsby Recreation Area – a new fund had opened up managed by 


Groundwork that the Helsby Village Action Group could apply to.  The Parish 


Council still awaited news on funding applications made to Big Lottery, WREN and 

Biffa – duly noted.


12.2
Trimming of bushes to ensure clear views – Clerk would seek quotes to undertake 

the work at the end of the nesting season.


12.3
Monthly Playground Inspections.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. 


Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council be RECOMMENDED to employ the 


services of Winsford Town Council’s own Playground Inspector’s to 



undertake the monthly inspection of the Children’s Play Area at a cost of £30 

ex VAT per visit – PCA21/08.
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Minutes of the Parks Committee meeting held on 28th April 08.

13.
Cemetery


13.1
Planning – grant of appeal – already discussed in Item 8.1.


13.2
Cemetery extension – in light of the timescale involved with the Parish Council’s 


grant of appeal and unknown outcome, the committee discussed Mr Temple’s 


planning permission and the 
conditions of approval.  Cllr. Randles kindly agreed to 

draw up a two-stage maintenance schedule with emphasis on the protection of Slow 

Worms, for the Wildlife Area to make it suitable for burials which would, with Council 

approval, be submitted to the Planning Authority.
14.
Date of the next meeting – Monday, 28th July 08 at 7.00pm in the Committee Room (subject 
to the approval of the Parish Council during the AGM in May).

The meeting closed at 8.10pm.

Chairman’s signature……………………………………………….  Date……………………………….
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