HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 09 JULY 07 AT 19:00 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:

Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Chairman

Cllr. George Randles Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Mike Bellairs

Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Bill Foster



Cllr. Alan Gardner

Cllr. Mark Gilson


Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Sam Johnson

Cllr. John Kerry



Cllr. Terry O’Neill


Cllr. George Porter

Cllr. Betty Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:

Rev. Margaret Saville – Parish Chaplain


WPC Donna Beswick – Local Constabulary

Ms Samantha Parker – Reporter for the Chester Chronicle

Helsby residents representing the Robin Hood Football Team

PRAYERS – led by Rev. Margaret Saville

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: the Chairman reported that Cllr. Frank Thomas was recovering well after his major operation and hoped to be home on the 13 July 07.  The Chairman went on to wish Cllr. Thomas a full recovery.

1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. Bellairs, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that 
the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC159/07.
· Parish Field – drainage issues.  A temporary solution was discussed with the attending residents expressed a willingness to help by trying to reduce the costs of any works required.  The residents were asked to put forward what they would be prepared to undertake to resolve the situation.  This would be discussed during the next meeting of the Parks Committee on 30 July 07.  Representatives from the RHFC were invited to attend.


The Chairman thanked the residents for attending and that the Parish Council would do what it could 
to assist within its budget.  Proposed by Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that 
Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC160/07.
2.
POLICE MATTERS


2.1
WPC Beswick reported the following:-



*
Lincoln Court burglaries – reassurance given to residents.



*
Buggies taken at Helsby Golf Club – perpetrators unknown.



*
District Garage – VRBC taking owners to court on 13th July 07 re parking vehicles 


for sale on the highway.



*
Graffiti – youth arrested.  Being dealt with as 1st Offence.



*
Specials covering WPC Beswick’s leave.



*
SID’s out in Helsby w/c 9th July for 1 week.



Thanks were given to the local police for joining in enthusiastically with the Fun Day 


organised by the Helsby Community Sports Club on Sunday, 8th July 07.

2.2
Police Forums – Cllr. Johnson reported the following from the recently held consultation 


event that he and the Chairman attended:-



*
Looked at various issues that included communication, police forums and 



community action meetings.


*
Paper to be produced with outcomes.



*
Main issue raised was the distinction between the Police Authority and Cheshire 



Police.



*
Timing of meetings.



*
Lack of young people attending meetings.



*
Necessity of Police Forums in rural communities.

Page 273








Chairman’s initial………...

2.3
PCSO’s – management meeting for funding partners taking place on 11th July at 13:00 hours 

at Northwich Police Station.  Vice-Chairman attending in the Chairman’s absence.


2.4
Citizens Community Panel – Cllrs. Hulse and Thomas had been invited by the British 


Transport Police to attend the meeting in Manchester on 26th July 07. 

3.
APOLOGIES: received and accepted from Cllrs. Atkinson, Thomas and VRBC Mr Alan McKie.
4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST: Cllr. Gilson declared a personal interest in Item 6.3 as a resident 
of Helsby Park Homes.  Cllrs. Gardner, Williams and Holder declared a personal interest in Item 10.3 
as persons eligible for concessionary travel.  Cllr. Bellairs declared a personal interest in Item 17.2 
Planning Application No. 4/07/1133/FZ5 as a governor of Horns Mill School.

4.1
Adoption of New Code of Conduct.  The Clerk received information from Cllr. Thomas that 

ChALC had recommended adoption of the New Code of Conduct.  Proposed by Cllr. 


Williams, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the Council adopts the New 


Code of Conduct as specified by the Standards Board thereby undertaking to observe 

the code that became statute on 3 May 07 – PC161/07. 

4.2
NALC Conference ‘Cracking the Code’ Thursday, 19 July 07 in Birmingham – duly noted.
5.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 11 JUNE 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, 
seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held 
on 11 June 07 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the Chairman – 
PC162/07.

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES


6.1
Concessionary Travel Bus/Railcards – the Borough had responded to confirm that their 


statutory obligation was to supply only one concessionary travel pass per applicant.  The 


Chairman reported that a meeting had been arranged by ChALC to discuss concessionary 

travel that he would attend and report back.

6.2
Railway Inn – Illuminated Signs.  Still with the VRBC Legal Department – duly noted.


6.3
Helsby Park Homes – the Council noted that the owner had removed the caravans from the 

area designated as car parking.


It was reported that a new planning application to amend previous plans for a car park at 


Helsby Parks Homes had been received and that the information accompanying the 


application was misleading.  The Clerk had notified the Case Officer and Planning Manager 

of same.  It was agreed that North Ward Councillors view and make comments in the normal 

way unless otherwise informed.


6.4
Helsby Community Centre – remedial electrical works.  Contractor was due to start work on 

6th July 07.  VRBC Licensing Dept. was being keep fully informed of progress – duly noted.

7.
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 26 JUNE 07.  The Chairman of the 
Finance Committee presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-


7.1
PCSO Funding.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Crossley-Jones and 


RESOLVED – to write to the new Tesco Store Manager to seek funding for the PCSO 

in light of the assistance given to combat anti-social behaviour on the car park – 


PC163/07.


7.2
Lighting of Sandstone Bridge.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Crossley-Jones 

and RESOLVED – to delay the installation of lighting on the Sandstone Bridge until 


funding opportunities could be investigated PC164/07.


7.3
Village Maps.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Crossley-Jones and RESOLVED 

– to clarify if Info City Design would be looking for local sponsors and to confirm 


the expedition costs for 2 No. Village Maps – PC165/07.  Cllr. O’Neill was able to report 

that Quinn Glass had indicated a willingness to be one of the sponsors – Clerk to progress.

7.4
Helsby Community Centre – electrical remedial works.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded 

by Cllr. Crossley-Jones and RESOLVED – that pay Centralserve Limited costs of 


£3344.08 incl. VAT out of capital reserves – PC166/07.

7.5
Cemetery Extension.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Crossley-Jones and 


RESOLVED – to pay RSK Environment’s professional fees totalling £3883.37 incl. VAT 

out of the capital reserves – PC167/07.


7.6
Co-op Guaranteed Investment Bond - £25K.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. 


Crossley-Jones and RESOLVED – to cancel and withdraw the £25K invested with the 

Co-op – PC168/07.
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7.7
Investment of £15K.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Crossley-Jones and 


RESOLVED – that the council re-invest £15K in two bonds worth £5K and £10K with 

the Co-op for 12 months – F169/07.

8.
BURIAL GRANTS: none received.
9.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE – not matters reported.

10.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS


10.1
Area Meeting – Frodsham Community Centre 11 July at 19:00 hours – duly noted.

10.2
Rural Housing Enabler seeking Council’s involvement re suitable affordable housing.  Cllr. 

Porter kindly agreed to be the contact for Helsby Parish Council.


10.3
Concessionary Travel – new National Concessionary Bus Pass enabling senior and disabled 

citizens free off-peak travel across England from 1st April 08. Mobile workshop attending 


Tesco Car Park for persons wishing to re-new their existing bus passes.


10.4
Equine Development and Activities – Cllr. Crossley-Jones attended the meeting on the 4th 

July and reported the following:-



*
Attended by officers from the Borough Council, farmers and representatives from 


Town/ Parish Councils to gather information to allow the Planning Department to 



supplement the Local Planning Policy.



*
To apply policy when dealing with planning applications for equestrian buildings etc.



*
Tourist potential re equestrian activities.



*
Robust opinions voiced by farmers against the current policy to allow equestrian 



buildings and land for grazing horses.



*
Scoping Report to be produced that will be sent out as a consultation document.



*
Draft document to be produced to enforce conditions.

11.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS


11.1
Consultation document on ‘Building a Sustainable Future’.  The report was duly noted in light 

of Congleton Borough Council’s issue re clarification as to the adequacy of the LGA for 


Cheshire.


11.2
‘No Smoking’ legislation applying to Bus Shelters.  Proposed by Cllr. Bellairs, seconded by 

Cllr. Crossley-Jones and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Parish 

Councils Act 1957, s 1, purchase 3 No. ‘No Smoking’ signs for the brick built shelters 

– PC170/07.
12.
COUNCILLOR’S SURGERIES: Cllr. Porter reported the following items from the surgery held on 7th 
July that he and Cllr. Kerry attended:


*
Horse Box on field in Towers Lane – Clerk to notify Alvanley Parish Council.

*
Residents who attended the hearing re Travellers in Tower Lane reported that the Barrister 

working for the Borough Council submitted to strong case – waiting to hear the Inspectors 

decision.


*
Overgrown hedges throughout the village – Clerk to seek clarification from DEFRA re the 


best time of year for hedge cutting prior to notices being sent to homeowners.


*
Request for bench at the top of Lower Rake Lane – deferred to the Environment Committee 

for discussion.


*
Grass Verges – Latham Avenue.  Ruts caused by resident’s vehicles.

*
Plumb Centre – Clerk to ask owner to tidy-up grassed area adjacent to the shop.

*
Helsby News staffs congratulated.

13.
HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP:  Cllr. O’Neill reminded councillors of the Parish Plan Re-
consultation events scheduled for 19th and 21st July in the Community Centre. All partner agencies 
attending and that  the Cheshire Chronicle Reporter gave good coverage of the forthcoming events.

14.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS


14.1
NALC Annual Conference on 5-7 October in Bournemouth.  The Council had provided, in its 

budget provision, money to send 2 delegates.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. 

Williams and RESOLVED – that Cllrs. Hulse and O’Neill be the delegates to attend the 

NALC Annual Conference in Bournemouth on 5-7 October on the Council’s behalf – 

PC171/07.
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14.2
Nominees requested for ‘Cheshire World Rural Women’s Day’ – 15 October 07.  Proposed 

by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – to put the Clerk’s name 


forward as the Parish Council nominee for ‘Cheshire World Rural Women’s Day’ – 


PC172/07. 

15.
CORRESPONDENCE


15.1
Reverend Margaret Saville – letter of thanks for organising the Community Service 


People 
to cut the churchyard.


15.2
The Friends of Harmer’s Wood Trust – informing that contracts had been exchanged for the 

purchase of the wood and to thank the Parish Council for the support given from the outset.


15.3
Parish Field – request from the Robin Hood to use the field for its annual ‘Fun Day’ on 28 


July 07.  Councillors discussed refusing permission due to the damage that could be caused 

to the field if the event went ahead.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and 

RESOLVED – to postpone cancelling the ‘Fun Day’ on the parish field until an 


inspection could be carried out one week before the event by members of the Parks 

Committee to determine if the field was fit for the event – PC173/07.


As the organisers were already advertising the event it was agreed to contact them to add a 

rider that the ‘Fun Day’ could be postponed.

16.
TRANSPORT MATTERS – none reported.

17.
PLANNING

17.1
Council’s comments in italics on the following new planning application:-


07-1670-FUL
19 Lodge Hollow
Front extension.


Plans not yet viewed by all Ward Councillors

17.2
The following decisions, received from the Planning Authority, were duly noted:-



4/07/1133/FZ5

Horns Mill Primary School
Approved



07-1147-FUL

Hope Farm, Blue Bridge Lane
Approved



07-1158-FUL

7 Sherwood Grove

Approved

18.
ACCOUNTS


18.1
Bank Reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank 


statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by 

Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation sheet detailing monies held 

in balances totalling £38,333.10, as at 09 July 07, be accepted as accurate with bank 

statements being initialled by the Chairman – PC174/07.


18.2
Payments for June 07.  



Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Bellairs and RESOLVED – that the Council, 

in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, s. 214, approved the purchase of 

a Strimmer costing £143.98 and that retrospective permission be granted for the 


Strimmer that had been previously purchased – PC175/07.


Proposed by Cllr. Crossley-Jones, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the 

Council, in accordance with budget provision, approved the following payments for 

June 07 – PC176/07.


To whom paid


Particulars of payment




Amount £


Mr Mark Gilson


Purchase of Strimmer plus travel expenses

   157.16


Cheque already written and presented for the above


Employees


June 07 – salaries




1,745.12


HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI for June 07




   384.06
Mr Stuart Hulse


Travel expenses




     17.91
Cheshire County Council
First Aid course fees for new employee


     65.00
Mr L J Norbury


Refund for unused cremated remains plot

   125.00
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Alzheimer’s Society

LGA 1972, Section 137 - donation


     75.00
W H Evans


Print costs – Helsby Newsletter



   520.00

Helsby To Hand


Advertising Councillor’s Surgeries


     61.00


Mr John Robotham

Purchase of oil and petrol for equipment


     28.55


Post Office Limited

BT phone bill – Helsby Community Centre

     48.55


Post Office Limited

BT phone bill – Clerk




   107.83


Mr Terry O’Neill


Travel expenses




     15.81


Mr Mike Bellairs


same






     31.62


Mrs Jeanette Hughes

Purchase of stamps £58 + printer ink £36

     94.00


Viking Direct


Stationery order for HVAG



     72.72


Total:
£3,549.33

19.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday, 13th August 07 at 19:00 hours in Helsby Library.
The meeting closed at 20:25 hours.

Chairman’s signature ………………………………………………….. Date ……………………………………..
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