HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON 12TH MAY 08 AT 7.00PM IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:

Cllr. George Randles – Chairman
Cllr. Alan Gardner – Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Chris Ellams

Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Bill Foster



Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Stuart Hulse


Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. Kevin Kennedy

Cllr. John Kerry


Cllr. Terry O’Neill


Cllr. George Porter
Cllr. Trish Robertson


Cllr. Sarah Temple


Cllr. Frank Thomas

IN ATTENDANCE:

Revd Stephen Santry


Mr David Temple


Mrs Michelle Pickstock

PCSO Chris Maddocks

PRAYERS – led by Revd Santry

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN – proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and 
RESOLVED – that Cllr. George Randles be elected as Chairman of Helsby Parish 
Council for the ensuing municipal year – PC82/08.

1.1
Cllr. Randles read out and signed the ‘Declaration of Acceptance of Office’ that the 

Clerk countersigned.  Cllr. Randles thanked Cllr. Stuart Hulse for his year as 


Chairman and all that had been achieved.

2.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Crossley-
Jones and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Alan Gardner be elected as Vice-Chairman of 
Helsby Parish Council for the ensuing municipal year – PC83/08.

3.
CO-OPTION OF TWO NEW COUNCILLORS FOR THE NORTH WARD VACANCIES.  
Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Mrs Trish 
Robertson be co-opted as a Councillor for North Ward – PC84/08.  Proposed by Cllr. 
Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that Mrs Sarah Temple be co-
opted as a Councillor for North Ward – PC85/08.  Cllrs. Robertson and Temple signed 
the ‘Declaration of acceptance of office and compliance with the Code of Conduct’ that the 
Clerk countersigned.  Both were given the ‘Register of Members’ Interest’ document to 
complete within 30 days.

4.
APPOINTMENT OF REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES

Name





No.
Appointee(s)






Cheshire Association of Local Councils
3
Cllrs. Hulse, Thomas and the Clerk
Friends of Harmers Wood Trust

1
Cllr. Holder

Helsby Community Association

1
Cllr. Holder

Helsby Footpath Society


1
Cllr. Foster

Helsby Health Centre



3
Cllrs. Crossley-Jones, Temple and Thomas

Helsby Community Sports Club

3
Cllrs. Foster, Porter and Randles








(Reserve – Cllr. Robertson)

Helsby Village Action Group


3
Cllrs. Ellams, Hulse and O’Neill

Kemira GrowHow



2
Cllrs. Randles and Thomas








(Reserves – Cllrs. Kerry and O’Neill)

Police Forum




3
Cllrs. Johnson, Hulse and Kennedy 

North Cheshire Rail Users’ Group

1
Cllr. Thomas

Quinn Glass




2
Cllrs. O’Neill and Thomas

VRBC Area Forum



3
Cllrs. Ellams, Hulse and Thomas
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5.
APPOINTMENT OF STANDING COMMITTEES


It was agreed that councillors be appointed to serve on the following committees until the 
Annual Meeting of the Parish Council in May 2009:-


Note that the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Council shall, ex-officio, be members of 
every committee.


5.1
Environment Committee



Cllrs. Hulse, Crossley-Jones, Porter, Kerry, O’Neill, Johnson, Randles and Gardner.  

Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that Cllr. 

Hulse be elected as Chairman of the Environment Committee – PC86/08.  


Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that Cllr. 


O’Neill be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Environment Committee – PC87/08.

5.2
Health & Safety Committee



Cllrs. Porter, O’Neill, Ellams, Randles and Gardner.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, 


seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Porter be elected as 


Chairman of the Health & Safety Committee – PC88/08.  Proposed by Cllr. 


Gardner, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Ellams be elected 

as Vice-Chairman of the Health & Safety Committee – PC89/08.


5.3
Parks, Cemetery and Allotments Committee



Cllrs. Temple, Crossley-Jones, Kennedy, Kerry, Holder, Thomas, Foster, 
Randles 

and Gardner.  Proposed by Cllr. Kerry, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – 

that Cllr. Gardner be elected as Chairman of the Parks, Cemetery & Allotments 

Committee – PC90/08.  Proposed by Cllr. Kerry, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and 


RESOLVED – that Cllr. Kennedy be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Parks, 


Cemetery & Allotments Committee – PC91/08.


5.4
Standing Orders Committee



Cllrs. Hulse, Crossley-Jones, Kerry, O’Neill, Kennedy, Thomas, Randles and 



Gardner.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that 

Cllr. O’Neill be elected as Chairman of the Standing Orders Committee – 


PC92/08.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – 

that Cllr. Thomas be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Standing Orders 


Committee – PC93/08.

5.5
Human Resources Committee 


Cllrs. Hulse, Porter, Gardner, O’Neill, Johnson, Randles and Kennedy.  Proposed 

by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Johnson be 

elected as Chairman of the Human Resources Committee – PC94/08.  


Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Cllr. 


Kennedy be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Human Resources Committee – 

PC95/08.

5.6
Finance Committee



Cllrs. O’Neill, Hulse, Porter, Gardner, Johnson, Kennedy, Ellams, Thomas and 


Randles.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Ellams and RESOLVED – that 

Cllr. O’Neill be elected as Chairman of the Finance Committee – PC96/08.  


Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that Cllr. 

Hulse be elected as Vice-Chairman of the Finance Committee – PC97/08.

It was at this point that Cllr. Kerry expressed apologies and left the meeting.
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6.
INSPECTION OF DEEDS


Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Chairman 
and Vice-Chairman of the Council plus the Clerk, inspect the deeds currently held at 
the Nat West Bank in Frodsham – PC98/08.

7.
PUBLIC AIR TIME – proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – 
that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC99/08.


Revd Santry reported on the new initiative starting on Sunday the 22nd of June to stop the 
morning service at the Helsby Methodist Church and go into the community to serve the 
people and litter pick and afterwards, a Service at lunchtime will be performed.  Cllr. O’Neill 
invited Revd Santry and the congregation to make full use of the litter picking equipment 
kept by the Helsby Village Action Group.


Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time 
be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC100/08.

8.
APOLOGIES – received and accepted from Cllrs. Ford and McKie.

9.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST IN AGENDA ITEMS.  Cllr. Temple declared a prejudicial 
interest in Item 25.3 as the applicant.


9.1
Members were asked if their ‘Register of Interest’ required updating – duly noted.

10.
POLICE MATTERS


10.1
PCSO Maddocks reported the following:-


*
Parking initiative in Denbigh Close/Hornsmill School – handed out the winning 


leaflet re the art competition urging car owners to park sensibly.

*
Youth diversion activities to combat anti-social behaviour.  Well behaved children 

were also rewarded by being included in physical activity events.


*
Traffic – designated areas being targeted for speeding in Helsby & Frodsham.  The 

first conducted outside Helsby Community Sports Club on Saturday was very 


successful.

*
Training – PCSO Maddocks now had new powers to issue penalty notices and had 

qualified in ‘Neighbourhood Management’.


*
Youth Club – working with Connections.


*
Barrier for Tesco Car Park to deter joy riding – progressing.


Councillors asked PCSO Maddocks for assistance with the following items:-

· Youths visiting Helsby Quarry.

· Graffiti removal at Helsby Community Sports Club.

· Broken bottles on Helsby Hill.

10.2
Cheshire Police Authority recruiting independent members – duly noted.

10.3
PCSO’s – Council discussed the letter received from Inspector Hodgson in 
response to concerns that PCSO Maddocks was being deployed in Frodsham.  Cllr. 
Hulse reiterated that it was not a complaint about PCSO Maddocks or the work that 
he had accomplished in Helsby.  Proposed by Cllr. Temple, seconded by Cllr. 
Crossley-Jones and RESOLVED – that PCSO Maddocks be allowed to address 
the Council – PC101/08.


PCSO Maddocks requested that all future concerns be brought to his attention prior 
to corresponding with his superiors although in this instance, issues had been 
dealt with through the proper channels – duly noted.
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10.4
Invoice charge of £11,000 for part-funding of a PCSO.  Proposed by Cllr. Kennedy, 
seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with 
the Local Government and Rating Act 1997, s.31, approve the invoice payment 
of £11,000 for the part-funding of a PCSO for the period 1st April 08 to 31st 
March 09 – PC102/08.  Cllr. Johnson reported that the Council did not have to pay 
the invoice in one go. 
Clerk to investigate paying by two instalments.

11.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 14th APRIL 08.  Proposed by Cllr. 
O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby Parish 
Council meeting held on 14th April 08 be accepted as an accurate record and duly 
signed by the Chairman – PC103/08.

12.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES


12.1
Community Safety Award signs had been installed. 


12.2
Planning Training – nine councillors plus Clerk attended on 21st April 08 with the 


Head of Planning and Building Control as course leader.

13.
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH MEETING FOR THE PARISH ELECTORATE held 
on Thursday, 17th April 08 at 7.00pm in Helsby Community Centre – duly noted.
14.
MINUTES OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY AND ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING 
HELD ON 28TH APRIL 08.  Cllr. Thomas presented the minutes that included the following 
recommendations:-

14.1
Issues relating to Plot 8 – Old Chester Road Allotment Site.  Proposed by Cllr. 


Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – to defer discussion on the 

issues relating to the holder of Plot 8 – Old Chester Road Allotment Site 


to Item 29 Part B (exclusion of the press and public) due to the sensitive 


nature of the matter being discussed – PC105/08.

14.2
Plot 6 – Queens Drive Allotment Site.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. 

Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council enter into an Allotment Tenancy 


Agreement with Mrs X Burgess of 94 Robin Hood Lane for Plot 6 – Queens 


Drive Allotment Site – PC106/08.


14.3
Monthly Inspections.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and 


RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 

1972, s.111, employ the services of Winsford Town Council’s Playground 


Inspectors to undertake the monthly inspection of the Children’s Play Area at 

a cost of £30 ex VAT per visit – PC107/08.

15.
MINUTES OF THE HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 6TH MAY 
08.  Cllr. Johnson presented the minutes that included the following recommendation:-


15.1
Annual Pay Awards.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Kennedy and 

RESOLVED – that the Parish Council await the decision on the Annual Pay 


Award for the period 1st April 08 – 31st March 09 from the Joint National 


Council and that the pay rise for the Council’s 4 employees be backdated to 

1st April 08 – PC108/08.

16.
BURIAL GRANTS – none received.

17.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE


17.1
Trustee Indemnity Insurance.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse 


and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government 

Act 1972, s.111, approve payment of £193.75 to AON Limited for the 



purchase of Trustee Indemnity Insurance to insure the members of the Helsby 

Community Association for £250,000.00– PC109/08.  It was agreed to vire 


payment from Budget Heading 252 to cover the costs. 
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17.2
Re suggestion to re-name the Helsby Community Sports Club - ‘Helsby Village 


Centre’ as there had been some confusion with bookings - agreed that no action be 

taken as it was not a formal request.

18.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS.  Cllr. Thomas reported that, following the 
elections on 1st May, no political party had overall control and that the Conservatives  were 
sharing power with Lib/Dem.

19.
CHESHIRE WEST AND CHESTER SHADOW UNITARY AUTHORITY


19.1
Elections 1st May 08.  Cllrs. Dawson, Ford and Ingram elected to represent Helsby 

and Frodsham on the Shadow Unitary Authority.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, 


seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that Cllrs. Dawson, Ford and 


Ingram be invited to attend Parish Council meetings – 
PC110/08.

20.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS – Cllr. Thomas reported that there could be a 
change of power for the ensuing 8 months.

21.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY ACTION (formerly Cheshire Community Council)

21.1
Annual subscription.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and 


RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 

1972, s.143, approve payment of £50 for annual membership fees of ‘Cheshire 

Community Action’ – PC111/08.
22.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS


22.1
Clerk’s LGR Forum – importance of working with the Shadow Authorities before 


they implemented their structures.  Dates announced for events for Local Councils 

in the Cheshire West & Chester District on 23rd June and Cheshire East District on 

8th July. 


22.2
Courses for new members – Clerk to arrange.
23.
CORRESPONDENCE


23.1
Wirral Transport Users Association – membership renewal £10.  It was agreed not 

to renew membership as Council saw no benefits to Helsby residents.


23.2
United Benefice of Helsby St Paul and Dunham-on-the-Hill St Luke.  Invitation to 


attend a special service to mark the opening of their Art and Craft Exhibition on 


Friday, 27th June at 10.00am in the Church Hall – Cllrs. Randles, Gardner, Thomas, 

Holder and Hulse kindly agreed to attend.


23.3
Zurich Municipal – Annual LCAS Seminar 2008 in Northwich Memorial Hall on 10th 

July 9.30-14.30 hours – Cllr. Ellams kindly agreed to attend.

24.
TRANSPORT MATTERS – Cllr. Thomas reported the following:-


*
Summer Rail Timetable – operational this week.


*
ARRIVA Trains Wales – train now leaving Helsby at 05.36hours arriving at 


Manchester Piccadilly at 06.32 hours making it possible for travellers to catch early 

morning flights.  



*
Stourbridge – Parry People Mover running on LPG.  Suitable for the Helsby to 


Ellesmere Port run but feasibility study required.  North Cheshire Rail Users’ Group 

invited to form a company to get grants.


*
Halton Curve – now at Level 4 in the GRIP process.  All hoping that the line will be 

operational in the next 3 years.

It was at this point that Cllr. Crossley-Jones gave her apologies and left the meeting
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25.
PLANNING


25.1
The Chairman summarised the Council’s responses re the following new planning 

applications:-


08-0532-COU
209 Chester Road
Change of use from dwelling to day spa.


08-0610-FUL
142 Chester Road
Retention of garden wall with double gates at rear.


No objections to both planning applications


25.2
The Council noted the following decisions received from the Planning Authority:-


08-0286-FUL
36 Parkfield Drive

Grant of full planning permission


08-0428-FUL
Helsby Park Homes

same


08-0556-FUL
16 Windsor Drive

same


08-0609-FUL
Langdale, Proffits Lane
same


25.3
08-0628-CERT Allotments Site Plots 1-20 Old Chester Road.  Cllr. Temple reported 

that the Planning Committee had withdrawn the item from the meeting being held on 

13th May in light of new evidence that Plot 20 had never been numbered as a plot. 

The land, thought to be Plot 20, was actually incorporated into Plot 19 – this was 


verified by the Clerk. 


Cllr. Temple left the meeting whilst the item was discussed.


The Case Officer was recommending approval and the application would be discussed at 
the June Planning Committee meeting – duly noted.


Cllr. Temple re-joined the meeting.


25.4
Appeal Ref. APP/L0635/A/2072604 – VRBC had sent in comments to the Planning 

Inspectorate re Helsby Parish Council’s grant of appeal to allow a cemetery 


extension into the adjacent wildlife area and allotment plots 8 & 18 – duly noted.


25.5
Extension to Tesco Store – Helsby.  Plans would be submitted by the end of May for 

extensions to both sides and Brookhouse had given assurances that a Pharmacy 

and Post Office would not be included in the application. Brookhouse had contacted 

Tesco re installation of a barrier to prevent joy-riders from 
entering the car park 


during closing hours and would liaise with the Helsby Community Sports Club re 


fencing of lagoons.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and 


RESOLVED – that a Public Consultation be arranged when the official plans 

were received for the extension to Tesco Helsby – PC112/08.
26.
ACCOUNTS


26.1
Internal Audit of the Council’s accounts for fiscal year ending 31st March 08.  The 


Clerk had arranged to take books to JDH on 14th May 08 – duly noted.

26.2
Insurance Premium.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and 


RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 

1972, s.111, enter into a 3-Year Long Term Agreement with Allianz to provide 

insurance cover costing £1,325.17 per annum – PC113/08.

26.3
Bank Reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding 

bank statements and confirmed that they were correct. The cheque for £11,000 


written out to the Cheshire Police Authority for the part-funding of a PCSO had been 

cancelled in favour of paying by two instalments and it was agreed that the Finance 

Committee investigate the opening of an interest paying account.  Proposed by Cllr. 

Gardner, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the bank reconciliation 

detailing monies held in balances £68,620.19 as at 12th May 08 be accepted as 

accurate – PC114/08.
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26.4
Payments for April/early May 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Ellams 

and RESOLVED – that the Council approve the following payments totalling 



£5,441.93 for April/early May 08 – PC115/08.

To whom paid



Particulars of payment


Amount 

Employees




Salaries – April 08



£1,542.28

Inland Revenue & Customs


Tax & NI for April 08



   £452.74

Cheshire County Playing Fields Assoc.
Annual subscription



     £17.00

Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society

Annual subscription



       £8.00

Cheshire Association of Local Councils
Annual subscription



   £925.86

Cheshire County Council


Apportionment of costs for







Helsby Community Centre (Libraries)
£1,406.71

RSK Environment Ltd



Professional fees – grant of appeal

   £611.00

MENCAP




Section 137 – donation


     £50.00

Vale Royal Borough Council


Concessionary Travel – Railcards

   £131.31

Cheshire Association of Local Councils
Law & Procedures Training x 1

     £30.00

Record RSS Ltd



Purchase of 8AWC Swing Chains

   £104.57

Kestrel Image Makers Ltd


50 x D/sided copies of ‘Walks Leaflet’
     £10.00

Mr Terry O’Neill



Travel expenses – Winsford & Kingsley
     £17.60

Mrs Jeanette Hughes



Travel expenses







to Burleydam & Middlewich £38.80
)







Postage £86.06


)
   £134.86







Printer Ink £10.00


)

27.
MEETING DATES FOR THE ENSUING MUNICIPAL YEAR 2008/09.  Proposed by Cllr. 
O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the meeting dates for the 
ensuing municipal year for the council and committees be approved – PC116/08.

27.1
Date of the next meeting – Monday, 9th June 08 at 7.00pm in Helsby Library.

28.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. 
Thomas and RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for 
the following items on the grounds that they involve the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in Paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 12 of Schedule 12a of the Local 
Government Act 1972 – PC117/08.

PART B

29. 
Confidential Items


29.1
Plot 8 – Old Chester Road Allotment Site.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by 


Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – to hold any action in abeyance regarding Plot 8 

until the determination of the grant of appeal was known in approximately 6 

months time – PC118/08.


Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that a 


meeting be arranged with Mr Tony Hinkins and the Chairmen of the Council 

and Parks, Cemetery and Allotments Committee to discuss Plot 8, Old 


Chester Road Allotments – PC119/08.


29.2
Lighting of the Sandstone Bridge on Chester Road adjacent to Tesco Store.  


Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the 


Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, s.144, employ 


Ardern Electrical Ltd (subject to satisfactory site specific Risk Assessment 


and Method Statement) to install 8 No. lights on the Sandstone Bridge located 

on Chester Road adjacent to Tesco Store and all associated works – 


PC120/08.

The meeting closed at 9.05pm.

Chairman’s signature……………………………………………….. Date………………………………..
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