HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 10 DEC 07 AT 19:00 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY

Present:

Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Chairman

Cllr. George Randles – Vice Chair
Cllr. S Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Bill Foster


Cllr. Alan Gardner


Cllr. Mark Gilson

Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. John Kerry

Cllr. Terry O’Neill


Cllr. George Porter


Cllr. Frank Thomas

Cllr. Betty Williams

In attendance:

PCSO Chris Maddocks

Ms Sam Parker – Reporter
Mr Paul Mannion – Reporter

Reverend Margaret Saville

Mr Peter Wakely

Mrs Emily Partington
Chester Chronicle Photographer

PRAYERS - led by Revd Margaret Saville

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: the Clerk had received a phone call from a Helsby resident who was quite abusive to her.  The Council gave full backing to the Clerk not to tolerate such behaviour.

1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED 
that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC277/07.

The Chairman welcomed Mr Wakely and Mrs Partington who presented the Council with 
a cheque for £2664.54 which was monies left over from Disco’s held for young people 
some 20 years 
ago.  Council agreed that the money be spent on the village youth.

Mr Wakefield welcomed the work achieved by PCSO Chris Maddocks in combating anti-
social behaviour in the village. 


Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Public Air 
Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC278/07.

2.
POLICE MATTERS

2.1
Reports from PCSO Maddocks as follows:-


*
WPC Beswick was not able to undertake duties due to ill health.  Proposed 


by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the 



Council purchase a floral display for WPC Beswick to be paid for our of 


the Chairman’s Allowance – PC279/07.


*
Meeting with Youth Service to investigate locations for Youth Club and to speak 


with volunteers.


*
PSCO Maddocks now trained to issue ‘Fixed Penalty Notices’ for litter.


*
Licensing visits to premises to ensure compliance with Licensing Act.


*
ABC completed for Frodsham youth frequenting Helsby and using anti-social 


behaviour.

· PCSO Maddocks listed instances of recent criminal activity in Helsby that included some break-ins.

· No attendance at the November Police Surgery.
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· Primrose Lane – Speeding.  Radar device caught a few.  SID indicated no significant problems.

· Operation ‘Archangel’ tackling alcohol related crime

Councillors reported the following:-

· Fly Tipping – Harmer’s Wood.  This was not something that the police would be involved. in.

· Break-in at Helsby Community Sports Club – requirement to inform the police quickly to assist with investigation and not to leave messages with the Frodsham Office.

· Speeding outside Hillside Primary – it was thought that the new traffic light controlled Puffin Crossing might go some way to alleviate the problem.

· Frodsham Town Council endeavouring to remove de-restricted speed limit from Castle Park to Helsby boundary.

3.
APOLOGIES


3.1
Received and accepted from Cllr. Bellairs and McKie.  


3.2
Cllr. Barbara Atkinson – letter of resignation due to personal circumstances.  Cllr. 

Atkinson was acknowledged as a past Chairman of the Council and noted for serving 

the village well and the Council wished her every success in the future.  Proposed by 

Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council 


purchase Cllr. Atkinson a floral display to be paid for out of the Chairman’s 


allowance – PC280/07.



Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the 

Council formally advertise the Central Ward vacancy on all the Council’s 


Notice Boards – PC281/07.
4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Cllr. Randles and O’Neill declared a pecuniary interest in Item 15 as members of the Helsby 
Community Sports Club.   Cllr. Gilson declared a prejudicial interest in Item 20.1 as a 
resident of Helsby Park Homes.  Cllr. Porter declared a personal interest in Item 15 as his 
wife was a member of Helsby Community Sports Club.  Cllr. Holder declared a prejudicial 
interest in Item 20.1 07-3014-FUL & 07-3015-LBC as neighbour to the applicant.
5.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 12 NOV 07.  Proposed by Cllr. 
Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby 
Parish Council meeting held on 12 Nov 07 be accepted as an accurate record and duly 
signed by the Chairman – PC282/07.

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES


6.1
National Probation Service – Cllr. O’Neill had completed the questionnaire.


6.2
New lighting to the main hall and foyer area of Helsby Community Centre – cost to 

the Parish Council likely to be in the region of £6200 excl VAT that would be taken 

into account for budget calculation for the ensuing fiscal year.

6.3
News had been conveyed that shops in the village centre had been purchased and 


would be re-opened eventually.


6.4
Potholes in Britannia Road.  The Clerk had reported this to the correct authority.
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7.
BURIAL GRANTS – proposed by Cllr. Porter, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED 
– that the Council approve Burial Grants for the following:- PC283/07

Mr Onions of 7 Bramley Walk for Plot B2 Cremated Remains Area


Mrs Norcross of 43 School Lane, Elton for Burial Plot 54a South Pink

8.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE – outside lights now working.  CCC promised to 
upgrade lamps in this fiscal year.
9.
HARMER’S WOOD – Cllr. Holder gave a comprehensive report on the group’s 
achievements and programme of future work.  Proposed by Cllr. Holder, seconded by Cllr. 
Kerry and RESOLVED – that the Council approved assisting the group by contacting 
the Borough Council to enlist their help in removing the rubbish dumped in the quarry 
located nearest to the corner on Hill Road North – PC284/07.

10.
HELSBY QUARRY – official ‘Green Flag’ presentation by VRBC Mayor on 12 Dec 07at 
2.30pm – Cllrs. Hulse and Randles attending.
11.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS

11.1
At the November meeting, the Rural Development Programme awarded £165K to 

Helsby Community Sports Club on the condition that the money is spent within 12 

months.

12.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS


12.1
Cheshire Rural Touring Network – Cllr. Kerry reported on the recently held 


production were guests were entertained by Asian Music.  Good attendance with lots 

of young people.  

12.2
Local Government Review – Cheshire decision put into abeyance due to the plethora 

of comments and it could be the New Year before information is finally received.

12.3
Cheshire Sustainability Forum – Cllr. O’Neill attended and reported that this year 


was the year of ‘Climate Change’.
13.
COUNCILLOR’S SURGERIES


13.1
Cllrs. Williams, Foster and Randles attended the surgery held on 1st Dec where the 

the following items were discussed:-



*
Traveller Site at Towers Lane – dealt with at the meeting.



*
Helsby Community Sports Club – residents objecting to paying of a grant 



through their Council Tax payments.



*
Concern re the proposal to replace the large Fire Appliances with 




Target Response Vehicle (TRV’s). Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by 


Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Council invite Mr Peter Walsh – 


Deputy Chief Fire Officer from Emergency Response to the 14th January 


Parish Council meeting at 6.30pm with the new TRV – 
PC285/07.


13.2
Surgery Dates and Rota for 2008 – approved.  


13.3
Advertising surgeries in Helsby To Hand – proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by 

Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 

of the Local Government Act 1972, continue to advertise the surgeries in Helsby 

To Hand costing £61.00 per quarter – PC286/07.
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14.
HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP – Cllr. O’Neill reported the following:-

*
Questionnaire responses good in terms of the group’s objectives.


*
Next meeting 11th Dec 07.


*
Group moving towards a project based organisation to prioritise projects.


*
Presentation to Manley Parish Council re Helsby Parish Plan.


Cllr. Crossley-Jones reported that the Helsby Parish Plan was highly regarded by the 

County Council.

15.
HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB – Cllr. Randles reported the following:-

*
Helsby High School ‘Student Work Experience Programme’ - request to place 2.5 

students in placement for 2008.


*
Re-building programme would include an office for the Parish Council.


*
The six presentations had finished with 345 votes received.  Total eligible votes 


(Helsby residents) were 265 with none eligible votes totalled 80.  The 80 could not 

be taken into account as they were from persons none resident in Helsby.  The great 

majority of votes were overwhelmingly in favour of supporting the proposal that the 

Parish Council provide a grant of £200K to the Club to be paid for through the Parish 

Precept.
16.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL – Cllr. Hulse reported the following:-


*
DEFRA moving away from helping rural communities.


*
Five employees could be facing redundancy if funding did not materialise.


*
New Chief Executive looking to make the Community Council a more robust 


organisation.

17.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (ChALC)

17.1
Training Dates for 2008 – Councillors and Clerk listed all courses that they would 

like to attend – approved. 


17.2
Helsby Library – the Chairman reported on the recently held meeting with 



representatives from Cheshire County Council, ChALC and Cheshire Libraries to 


look at working practises and proposed changes in opening hours to suit users.  


Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that the 


Council nominate Cllr. Hulse to represent the Parish Council on the newly 


formed group to look at the working practises of Helsby Library – PC287/07.

17.3
Quality Forum – Cllr. Thomas reported the following:-



*
The Head of Communications, Policy & Civics from the Borough Council 


was invited to talk through the LGR. 



*
Attendees worked through the NALC & SLCC questionnaire on proposed 



changes to the Quality Council Status application and re-application process 


to gain views.


17.4
Vale Royal Area Meeting – Cllr. Thomas reported the following:-



*
Cllr. Thomas chaired the meeting as the Vice-President of ChALC.



*
Good presentation from Antrobus Parish Council on their application for the 


Calor Gas Competition and the lengths they went to to impress the judges.



*
Post Office closures – if those on the list for closure could justify staying 



open, then other Post Offices would have to close.  It was still not definite that 


Helsby Post Office would remain open even though it was not on the closure 


list.
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18.
CORRESPONDENCE


18.1
Mr Mike Hall – MP re speeding traffic in Primrose Lane – noted.


18.2
Proposal to Grant the Community Sports Club £200K - two letters from Helsby 


residents strongly opposed to the Parish Council funding the grant and one letter in 

favour.

19.
TRANSPORT MATTERS


19.1
North Cheshire Rail Users Group.  The British Transport Police were going to 


increase their presence in the Helsby Station area.

19.2
‘Turn Right’ sign by pedestrian bridge opposite the High School - request by Cllr. 

Gilson to have the sign removed as the road was no longer a thoroughfare – Clerk to 

action.

20.
PLANNING

20.1
The Chairman summarised the Council’s responses to the following new planning 

applications:-


07-2923-FUL
38 Parkfield Drive
Replacement Garage


07-2775-FUL
20 Crescent Drive
Conservatory to rear and single storey extension to 







side.


07-3014-FUL)


07-3015-LBC)
6 Rose Farm

Conversion of existing house into two flats.

07-2910-ADV Helsby Park Homes
Erection of sign to entrance.


07-3107-FUL
Pine Cop, Proffits Ln.
Single storey extension to side & detached 







garage/store.


07-3121-FUL
17 Coppins Close
Conversion of detached garage into granny flat


No objections to the above planning applications.


07-3040-FUL
Rose Cottage

Two storey extension to side and rear and erection




Smithy Lane

of detached garage.


Objection – considered being unsympathetic to existing dwelling and street scene.


07-3111-FUL
Newlands, Bates Ln.
Single storey extension to front.


No decision made as not all Councillors had viewed the plans.


20.2
The following decision received from the Planning Authority was duly noted:-



07-2499-FUL
202 Chester Road
Grant of full planning permission.


20.3
Extension to Helsby Public Cemetery – the Council duly noted that a resident had 


submitted a planning application for a cemetery extension into the existing wildlife 

area.



Cllr. Gilson reported that the Council’s agents – RSK Environment Ltd had re-


submitted the planning application for the change of use of the existing wildlife area 

and Allotment Plots 8 & 18 to form new wildlife area and burial provision. 

20.4
Peel Holding – Public Inquiry.  Clerk to chase Planning Inspectorate for Rule 6(6)


Status for Cllr O’Neill as the Council’s representative.


*
Cheshire County Council would be making their decision on the Ince 



Resource Recovery Park at the meeting scheduled for the 18 Dec 07.



*
Plans for an Incinerator at Eastham would be heard by Ellesmere Port 



Borough Council on the 12 Dec 07.



*
Ineos Chlor application for an Incinerator may go to Public Inquiry.
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20.5
New route 2nd Mersey Crossing.  The Parish Council had written to Halton Borough 

Council requesting to be a full consultee in the planning process.  Both the existing 

and the new crossing would be ‘Toll’ bridges and the new bridge was due to open in 

2014.  There was also a proposal to install another junction to the M56 between 11 & 

12.

20.6
Helsby Patient’s Forum – Cllr. Thomas reported the following items:-



*
Questionnaire results were very good for all four doctors.


*
PCT meeting in relation to Frodsham preferred building in Frodsham High 


School.  Helsby Surgery would be vigilant to ensure that the current services 


they provide would not get transferred to Frodsham.

21.
ACCOUNTS


21.1
Broxap – cheque for £231.48 received to reimburse the Council for costs incurred 


with installation of the two finials – duly noted. 


21.2
Helsby Entertainment & Events Group – the group had fully repaid the loan of £250 

given to them by the Parish Council in January 2006 – duly noted.

21.3
Tesco – a cheque had been received for £100.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded 

by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the £100 donation from Tesco be spent on 

software for the Helsby Newsletter – PC288/07.


21.4
External Hardrive for the Council’s computer.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded 

by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 

111 of the Local Government Act 1972, purchase an External Hardrive for the 

Council’s computer for an amount likely to be in the region of £50-£100 – 


PC289/07.


21.5
Community Safety Award 2007 – proposal to purchase another plaque to place on 

lighting columns at either end of the village.  Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by 

Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 144 

of the Local Government Act 1972, approve purchase of a ‘Community Safety 

Award 2007’ plaque for the sum of £265 plus VAT from Shawcross Signs of 


Birkenhead – PC290/07.


21.6
Society of Local Council Clerks – 2008 membership renewal.  Proposed by Cllr. 


Randles, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the Council, in 


accordance with Section 143 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve the fee 

of £129 for 2008 SLCC Membership for the Clerk – PC291/07.


21.7
Bank Reconciliation.  The Chairman inspected the figures against the corresponding 

bank statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, 


seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation Sheet 

detailing monies held in balances totalling £45,635.45 as at 10 Dec 07, be 


accepted as accurate with all bank statements being initialled by the Chairman 

– PC292/07.
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21.8
Payments for November/early December 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded 

by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with budget 

provision, approved the following payments totalling £5,558.30 for Nov/early 


Dec 07 – PC293/07:-
To whom paid


Particulars of payment



Amount £

Employees



November salaries and backpay to 01/04/07.

1,839.26

HM Revenue and Customs

Tax & National Insurance for November 2007   
   609.09

North West Air Ambulance

Section 137 donation towards running costs

   150.00

Kentra




Strimmer Handling Course for Gen Assistants
   411.25

ChALC



Annual Meeting refreshments 2x delegates

     10.00

Post Office Limited


Scottish Power/Manweb bill for Comm Centre
   207.09

RSK Environment Limited

Extra work involved with re-submittal cem ext
1,780.13

Mr Stuart Hulse


Travel expenses




     68.51

Vale Royal Borough Council

Installation of Goalposts



   300.80

ChALC



Chairmanship Module 5 training – 3 attendees
     60.00

Mrs Jeanette Hughes


Purchases for the Council as follows:-






Postage stamps £82.00

)






Refreshments for meetings £3.87
)






Cutting of keys for lock-up £6.30
)






Printer Ink x 3 cartridges £30.00
)

   122.17

Total:
£5,558.30

22.
Date of the next meeting – Monday, 14 January 08 at 18:30 hours in Helsby Library.

The meeting closed at 21:10 hours.

Chairman’s signature……………………………………Date ………………………………………
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