HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 10 SEPTEMBER 07 AT 19:00 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:

Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Chairman

Cllr. George Randles – Vice-Chairman
Cllr. Mike Bellairs

Cllr. Bill Foster



Cllr. Alan Gardner


Cllr. Mark Gilson

Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. John Kerry



Cllr. Terry O’Neill

Cllr. Betty Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:


WPC Donna Beswick – Local Constabulary
Ms Samantha Parker – Reporter for the Chester Chronicle

Mr Alfred Neild – Helsby Resident

Revd Stephen Santry – Methodist Minister

The Chairman welcomed Revd Santry as the new Methodist Minister who would share the role of Parish Chaplain with Revd Margaret Saville.

PRAYERS – led by Revd Stephen Santry.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:  The Chairman publicly thanked Cllr. O’Neill for the excellent manner in which he undertook to inform residents by making headline news in the Chester Chronicle re the importance of sending in comments on the new planning application for the Ince Marsh site  and Cllr. Gilson for the effort and time he put into the planning application for the extension to Helsby Public Cemetery.  It was looking favourable that the plans for the cemetery would be recommended for approval. 

1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that 
the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC202/07.

The following was discussed:-

· Speed of traffic through Helsby – graphs indicated that speed of traffic coming into the village was lower than that going out.  It was hoped that the proposed ‘Puffin Crossing’ on Chester Road between Bates Lane and Plovers Lane would have the effect of slowing traffic down.

· Odours in Helsby – VRBC Environment Enforcement Officers were working on the case.
Proposed by Cllr. Kerry, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC203/07.

2.
POLICE MATTERS


2.1
WPC Beswick reported the following:-



*
SID (Speed Indicator Device) – results were worrying.  The Police will continue 



with the SID and RADAR devices every few weeks throughout the school term.  



Motorists found 
to be breaking the speed limit would be prosecuted


*
A Helsby male appeared in court for causing damage throughout the village.


*
Two males from Kingsley were identified as having caused damage to cars in 



Mountain View.



*
A new police power, under ‘Violent Crime Reduction’, giving officers (including 



PCSO’s) the authority to order persons over 16 out of an area for 48 hours.  The 



power would be particularly useful when dealing with persons over 18 selling who 


are found to be selling alcohol to underage children.


2.2
Police Surgeries – to be held monthly on the 3rd Saturday of every month.


2.3
PCSO Meeting – Cllr. Johnson reported that the meeting was well attended by PCSO’s but 

not many partnership members.  Out of the 237 PCSO’s in Cheshire, half were part funded 

by the various organisations.  Performance indicators showed that the scheme was working 

well. 
3.
APOLOGIES: received and accepted from Cllrs. Porter, Thomas, Holder and Crossley-Jones.

Page 288







Chairman’s initial………………….
4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


-
Cllr. Gilson declared a personal interest in Item 19.2 and 19.3 as a resident of Helsby Park 

Homes.


-
Cllr. O’Neill declared a personal interest in Item 15 as being a member of the Helsby 


Community Sports Club and of the Executive Committee.


-
Cllr. Randles declared a personal interest in Item 15 as Development Officer for the Helsby 

Community Sports Club.


-
Cllr. Gardner declared a personal interest in Item 15 as he was currently helping the 


Development Officer with tasks for the Helsby Community Sports Club.


4.1
Code of Conduct Training organised by ChALC.  The Chairman and Clerk attending a 


training course on Wednesday, 26 September in Winsford Civic Hall and would report back 

interesting items.


4.2
New Model Code of Conduct.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and 


RESOLVED – that the Council formally adopt Item 12, para (2) of the Local Authorities 

(Model Code of Conduct) Order 2007 No. 1159 ‘Effect of prejudicial interests on 


participation’– PC204/07. 
5.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 13 AUGUST 07.  The minutes were amended 
as follows:- 

Item 19.1 Resolution PC194/07.  That a meeting be arranged with the Head of Planning and Building 
Control, Head of Legal Services, North Ward Parish Councillors and Vale Royal Borough Councillors 
to discuss issues pertaining to Helsby Park Homes.


Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the 
Parish Council meeting held on 13 August 07 be accepted as an accurate record and duly 


signed by the Chairman – PC205/07.

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES


6.1
Helsby Community Centre – Car Park Lighting.  Members met with County Council staffs to 

discuss improvement to lighting.  It was hoped that a scheme would be identified for 


discussion and approval.


6.2
Two new Bus Shelters – to be installed adjacent to Helsby High School.  Work scheduled in 

for October Half-Term holidays – duly noted.  


6.3
Laptop Computer for Helsby News editorial staff.  No grant funds available.  Seeking help 

from local businesses to donate or help towards purchase of same.

7.
MINUTES OF THE HUMAN RESOURCES COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 03 SEPT 07.  Cllr. 
Bellairs presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-


7.1
Car insurance for business use.  Proposed by Cllr. Bellairs, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and 


RESOLVED – to ask the General Assistants to explore the costs of insuring their 


vehicles for business use to ascertain what the extra costs would be – PC206/07.


7.2
Use of Strimmers.  Proposed by Cllr. Bellairs, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – 

to investigate a training course in strimmer handling for the General Assistants – 


PC207/07.


7.3
Annual Pay Awards – improved offer of 2.475 not accepted by unions.
8.
BURIAL GRANTS – none.

9.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE

9.1
Replacement Luminaires.  The County Council (owners of the building) had planned the 


work to commence on 29 October for 5 days. The Parish Council were obliged to pay the full 

costs of work in the Main Hall and 44% of the costs to replace the lights in the joint use 


area.  The invoice would be sent out in the ensuing fiscal year so the revenue for the works 

could be included in the precept.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles and 

RESOLVED – that the costs involved with the replacement lighting in the Helsby 


Community Centre be discussed when the committees meet, to set their budget for 

the ensuing fiscal year, in December 07 – PC208/07.



Users being notified of closure which will result in a loss of revenue for the Community 


Association.  Helsby Newsletter item will inform residents.
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9.2
Quiz Night – Friday, 09 Nov 07 in the Community Centre.  Council were encouraged to form 

a team.  Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the 

Council purchase a ‘Raffle Prize’ for the Quiz Night that will be purchased out of the 

Chairman’s Allowance – PC209/07.
10.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS


10.1
Cheshire Planning Forum – Friday, 05 October – duly noted.


10.2
Review of Licensing Policy – draft document.  Cllr. Johnson kindly agreed to respond on the 

Council’s behalf.

11.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS


11.1
Proposed installation of pedestrian crossing A56 Chester Road, Helsby – Puffin Crossing 

between Bates Lane and Plovers Lane.  Council had no objections to the crossing and had 

already sent in comments.


11.2
Consultation about possible changes to residential short stay and day services for older 


people in Cheshire.  The proposed closure of Lightfoot Lodge in Chester would affect Helsby 

residents. Council delegated task of responding to the document to Cllr. Thomas and Mrs 

Jennifer Thomas.

12.
COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY – Cllr. Bellairs reported matters that were discussed as follows during 
the surgery held on 01 September that he, Cllrs. Hulse, Johnson and Gilson attended:-

*
Odour emanating from the Marshes and Frodsham Area.


*
State of roads i.e. potholes.


*
Old Lawless’s Bakery – talk of Kitchen Company leasing the building.


*
Travellers


*
Unitaries in Cheshire.


*
Tesco – talk of expansion.  The building was not designed for extension.


*
Drainage of ditches on Helsby Marshes.  Resident attending somewhat of an expert and 


reported that there were still blockages and stagnant water.  Council agreed to ask the 


resident for assistance if talks became protracted with the Environment Agency.

13.
HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP MATTERS – Cllr. O’Neill reported the following:-


*
Confirmed that re-consultation questionnaire would be added as an insert into the next 


edition of the Helsby News.  The Borough Council had kindly printed (FOC) the 



questionnaires.  Boxes to receive the questionnaires would be dotted around the 
village.  


*
Cllr. O’Neill took up his role as Chairman of the group.
14.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MATTERS – none.

15.
HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB MATTERS – Cllr. Randles reported the following:-


*
Club awaiting verdict from Rural Development Fund re grant application for £165K.


*
Young membership increasing in all sections.


*
Fund raising gala evening a sell-out.

16.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS


16.1
Vale Royal Area Committee meeting – Thursday, 20th September - Cllr. Hulse attending.

17.
CORRESPONDENCE


17.1
Mr Mike Hall MP – confirming his objection to the proposed Ince Marsh development by Peel 

Environmental – duly noted.


17.2
University of Manchester – Stakeholder involvement in the North West Regional Spatial 


Strategy.  Cllr. O’Neill kindly agreed to respond to the document on the Council’s behalf.

18.
TRANSPORT MATTERS


18.1
Work scheduled for Junction 14 M56 from September 07 to February 08.  Lane closures 


during off-peak hours and contraflow in place, west and eastbound, during peak periods.  

Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Williams and RESOLVED – that the Council 


notify the Highways Agency of the need to give advance warning to motorway traffic 

about the low bridge in Frodsham – PC210/07. 


18.2
Helsby Station Ticket Office – Cllr. O’Neill reported no progress with request for Peppercorn 

Rent.
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19.
PLANNING


19.1
Comments on Planning Applications.  Council discussed two options for the way in which it 

dealt with planning applications.  It was agreed to create a ‘Planning Policy Document’ that 

would be delegated to the Standing Orders Committee. 
Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded 

by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that all planning applications be returned to the 


Chairman who would summarise comments at the next available Parish Council 


meeting – PC211/07.


19.2
Council’s comments – in italics – were made on the following new planning applications:-


07-1904-FUL
6 Robin Hood Lane

Demolition of single storey garage, two storey 


No objections




extension to side and single storey sun room.


07-2066-ADV
Helsby Quarry Woodland Park
Proposed flag and flagpole


No objections


07-2044-FUL
21 Landscape Dene

First floor extension to side.


No objections


07-2171-FUL
Helsby Park Homes

Proposed new entrance gates and wall to site







(main entrance).


Objections - difficulty of access for emergency vehicles if gates closed and no separate 
pedestrian access gate.


07-2201-FZ5
Peel Environmental Ince
Proposed Ince Marsh Development.


Objections – public health implications.


07-2303-COU
Helsby Parish Council

Change of use of two allotment plots to cemetery 
No comment




plus the enhancement and relocation of the 








adjoining wildlife area.


19.3
The following decisions received from the Planning Authority were duly noted:-


07-1582-FUL
Helsby Park Homes

Grant of full planning permission


07-1813-COU
111 Chester Road

same


07-1858-FUL
1 High View, Bates Lane
same


A meeting to discuss site issues re Helsby Park Homes would be arranged when all parties were 
available.

Council raised concern that their comments on planning application were being ignored with 
particular regard to 111 Chester Road being discussed as an example.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, 
seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council invite the Head of Planning and 
Building Control to attend the Environment Committee meeting on 24 Sept 07 to address 
issues relating to planning applications – PC212/07.
20.
ACCOUNTS


20.1
Quotation from Weaver Vale Housing Trust for use of ‘Cherry Picker’ and staff to install 


finials on Fingerpost Signs - £197.00 plus VAT. 



Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gilson and RESOLVED – that the Council 


forward the invoice onto Broxap whose error resulted in the Council having to employ 

WVHT for use of ‘Cherry Picker’ – PC213/07.



Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council, in 

accordance with Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve payment of 

£197.00 plus VAT to the Weaver Vale Housing Trust for use of ‘Cherry Picker’ and 


operators of same – PC214/07.

20.2
Purchase of 3 No. Grit Bins costing £446 plus VAT from Glasdon.  Proposed by Cllr. 


Randles, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council in accordance with 

Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve payment of £446 plus VAT to 

Glasdon for supply of 3 No. Grit Bins – PC215/07.
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20.3
Bank reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank 


statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by 

Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation sheet detailing monies held 

in balances totalling £27,296.71 as at 10 September 07, be accepted as accurate with 

all bank statements being initialled by the Chairman – PC216/07.


20.4
Payments for August/early September 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. 


Williams and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with budget provision, 


approved the following payments for August/early September 07 – PC217/07:-
To whom paid



Particulars of payment




Amount £

B G Sports International


Purchase of goalposts




   615.70

Employees



August 07 – salaries




1,745.36

HM Revenue & Customs

Tax & NI for August 07




   465.22

Glasdon UK Limited


Purchase of 3 No. Grit Bins



   524.05

ChALC




Training fees – Law & Procedures 


     20.00

Ideal Gardens Turf Centres

Purchase of turf for the Parish Field


     76.38

James C Dale



Purchase of soil for same



     58.75

John Harding



2 No. visits to roll the Parish Field


   188.00

Mrs Jeanette Hughes


Travel expenses £8.96


)






Purchase of postage stamps £58.00
)

     69.34






Purchase of plastic envelopes £2.38
)

Mr Terry O’Neill



Travel expenses




     89.59

RSK Environment Limited

Balance of professional fees



1,621.50

ChALC




Training fees – Planning




     20.00

Mr P Johnson (Sam)


Travel expenses




     13.70

Mr John Robotham


Paint for bus shelters and benches £15.38
)






Weedkiller/Plant Food/Protective Tape £45.73
)
     76.36






Petrol for equipment £15.25


)

Post Office Limited


United Utilities water charge for Community Centre
   217.07

Mr Peter Marsh (HVAG)


Printer Ink for Helsby Village Action Group

     20.00

Duttons Mowerworld Ltd


Repairs to Honda mower



     34.93

TOTAL:
£5,855.95

21.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday, 08 October 07 at 19:00 hours in Helsby Library.

The meeting closed at 20.24 hours.

Chairman’s signature……………………………………………………..  Date……………………………………..
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