HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 11 MARCH 08 AT 19:00 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:

Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Chairman

Cllr. George Randles – Vice Chairman

Cllr. Chris Ellams


Cllr. Alan Gardner


Cllr. Mark Gilson 

Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. Kevin Kennedy

Cllr. John Kerry


Cllr. George Porter


Cllr. Terry O’Neill

Cllr. Frank Thomas


Cllr. Betty Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mrs Jenny McLaren – Burial Clerk
Mr Pat McLaren


Mr D Blundell

Reverend Stephen Santry

PCSO Maddocks


Mrs S Temple

Mr Paul Manion – Chester Chronicle Reporter

PRAYERS: led by Reverend Santry

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: the Chairman congratulated 1st Helsby Scout Group on being 100 year old and also mentioned the celebration he attended in the Parish Church.  The Chairman went on to read out Cllr. Betty Williams letter of resignation as she was retiring, from the Council, in April after 25 years service.

1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME.  Proposed by Cllr. Kerry, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED 
– that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC39/08.

The following was discussed:-

· Inconsiderate parking in Lower Rake Lane blocking access to driveway.

· Confirmation that plot holders cultivating on the Cemetery Site had formed the ‘Helsby Old Chester Road Allotment Association’.

· Information required re budget for cemetery extension - £10K.

Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC40/08.

2.
POLICE MATTERS

2.1
PCSO Maddocks reported the following:-


*
Primrose Lane speeding traffic – PCSO Maddocks had made recommendations and 

was exploring speeding issues.


*
Parking issues in Lower Rake Lane – agreed combined effort with Police/Parish 


Council to deter inconsiderate parking.


*
Two counts of Anti-social Behaviour - Tesco Car Park and Helsby Wok.


*
One distraction burglary – affecting elderly resident.


*
Two arrests for possession of Cannabis – both youths candidates for Acceptable 


Behaviour Contracts. 


*
Road Safety Awareness Day – fairly successful.


*
Road Safety initiative at Hornsmill Primary School.

*
Work ongoing re Graffiti.


*
Demarcation of parking area adjacent to Marjorie’s Hair Stylist – H marking 


successful in deterring parking on driveway access.


*
Drug incident on Helsby Station
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*
Golf Balls being hit off top of Helsby Hill.  Appears to be sporadic – perpetrators not 

yet caught. 


2.2
Graffiti cleaned up by Tesco.

3.
APOLOGIES: received and accepted from Cllrs. Crossley-Jones and Foster.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST


Item 13.1 Cllrs. Williams, Holder, Randles and Hulse as Railcard holders. 
Item 18 Cllrs. 
O’Neill and Randles as Executive Members of Helsby Community Sports 
Club.  Item 20 – 
Cllr. Hulse. Item 22.2 – Cllr. Gilson as a resident of Helsby Park Homes

5.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 11 Feb 08.  Proposed by Cllr. 
Williams, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting held on 11 Feb 08 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed 
by the Chairman – PC41/08.

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES


6.1
Purchase of Trustee Indemnity Insurance for the members of Helsby Community 


Association – awaiting information on correct amount of cover.

6.2
Light out on ‘Keep-left’ Bollard – central reservation opposite Crosland Terrace.  


The Clerk had issued a request to the new fault reporting scheme - noted.
7.
MINUTES OF THE HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 25 FEB 
08.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the 
minutes of the Health & Safety Committee meeting held on 25 Feb 08 be received – 
PC42/08.

8.
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 25 FEB 08.


Cllr. O’Neill presented the minutes that included the following information:-


8.1
Lighting of the Sandstone Bridge.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. 


Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 144 of 

the Local Government Act 1972, approve the revised quote received from KDE 

Ltd - £8899 excl VAT for installation of lighting on the Sandstone Bridge – 


PC43/08.


8.2
Community Pride Competition 2008.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. 

Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of 

the Local Government Act 1972, enter the following four categories in the 


Community Pride Competition 2008 costing £38.00 entry fee:-


a)
Community Pride/Best Kept Village Competition – Helsby.



b)
Community Based Project – Sandstone Bridge Lighting Scheme.



c)
Garden Awards Competition – 104 Robin Hood Lane.



d)
2008 Cheshire Countryside Award – Harmer’s Wood.



PC44/08.


8.3
To apply to Cheshire County Council for a ‘Speed Indicator Device’ for residents 


living in Primrose Lane and that said residents be trained up in the use of the device 

– agreed that this be put on hold.

9.
MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY AND 
ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 25 FEB 08.  Cllr. Gilson presented 
the minutes that included the following recommendations:-

Page 343







Chairman’s initial…………

Minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting – 11 March 08.



9.1
Planning Appeal.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and 



RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local 


Government Act 1972, employ RSK (£520 excl Vat) to appeal to the Planning 

Inspectorate against the refusal decision for 07-3314-COU – PC45/08.


The Burial Clerk was invited to speak and she expressed concern re planning application  
granted for the cemetery extension into the wildlife area for the following reasons:-
· Graves should face east – accepted practice.

· Ground would take longer to prepare for burials as it was full of bracken.

· Access essential for diggers, buggies, disabled persons.

Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that Mrs Jenny McLaren – Burial Clerk be co-opted onto all meetings pertaining to creation of new burial space – PC46/08.

9.2
Meeting to discuss burials.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and 
RESOLVED – that a meeting be arranged with representatives of the Helsby 
Old Chester Road Allotment Association, Cllrs. Gilson, Thomas and the Burial 
Clerk to work towards providing burial space for Helsby residents – PC47/08. 

9.3
Cemetery Allotment Gardens.  Proposal not to rent off any cemetery allotments 
when they became vacant i.e. keep the plots empty. Proposed by Cllr. Holder, 
seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – to defer discussion to the 
next Parks 
Committee re not to rent allotment plots after they became vacant i.e. to keep 
plots empty – PC48/08.

10.
MINUTES OF THE STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 3RD 
MARCH 08.  Cllr. Thomas presented the minutes and went through all the 
additions/amendments.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and 
RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Standing Orders Committee meeting held on 3rd 
March 08 be received and that all amendments/additions be included into the existing 
Standing Orders document – PC49/08.

11.
BURIAL GRANTS: none.

12.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE


12.1
Charitable Relief Review.  VRBC advising that the discretionary relief that is 


currently received will cease to have effect on 1st April 09 and that they will be 


reviewing the policy later this year for new applications for the period starting 1st 


April 09 - noted.


12.2
Purchase of third camera for bar area.  Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. 

O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 31 of 


the Local Government and Rating Act 1997, approve purchase of a security 


camera for the bar area costing £250 (excl VAT) and that an invoice will be 


raised to Helsby Community Association for the amount minus VAT when 


the installation was completed – PC50/08.


12.3
New kitchen (dependent on grants) would be installed.  Cllr. O’Neill suggested that a 

working party be formed to remove the none-supporting wall in the bar to free up 


space.

13.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS

13.1
Concessionary Travel – Senior/Disabled Railcards.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, 


seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance 


with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, would continue to pay £2.50, 


per card, towards the cost of each railcard (Helsby residents only) for the fiscal 

year 2008/09 – PC51/08.
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13.2
Commercial & Trade Waste – collection and disposal of waste at Helsby Public 


Cemetery.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – 

that the Council, in accordance with Section 214 of the Local Government Act 

1972, approve payment of £5.00 (excl VAT) per week for the removal of waste 

at Helsby Public Cemetery for the fiscal year 2008/09 – PC52/08.

13.3
VR Climate Change Strategy – consultation.  Cllr. O’Neill kindly agreed to respond 

to the documents on the Council’s behalf.

13.4
VR Area Meeting – Cllr. Thomas reported the following:-



*
Talk from the Chief Executive of the West Cheshire Primary Care Trust 



covering the proposed new Health Centre at Frodsham and consideration of a 


new Health Centre in Helsby on old Sherwood Court site.



*
Biologist discussing issues relating to infections in hospitals and some 



patients reaction to anti-biotic drugs.

14.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS


14.1
Rural Touring Network – next performance on Saturday, 15th March in Helsby 


Community Centre.  Cllr. Kerry urged Councillors to attend as the show was highly 

recommended.
15.
COUNCILLORS SURGERY – 1st March 08.  No residents in attendance which raised 
questions as to the frequency of the surgeries and whether to seek alternative ways for the 
Council to consult with residents.  It was agreed to review the matter at the June meeting.

16.
HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP.  Cllr. O’Neill reported the following information:-


*
Public Session on 14th May at 7pm Forest Hills re Peel Holdings Public Inquiry.

*
Children’s Play Area – awaiting news on grants.


*
Traffic issues re Speed Indicator Device for village

*
Climate Change & Recycling.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Holder 

and RESOLVED – that the Council write to the Waste Planning Manager at the 

County Council to seek information on the future of Frodsham Household Waste 

Recycling Centre – PC53/08.


*
Youth Club re progress with venue and questionnaire.


*
Litter Pick – next one organised for Saturday, 5th April 08.


* 
Annual Helsby Event – taking place on Saturday, 12th July 08.

17.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL


17.1
Invitation to the Spring Members Event taking place on the evening of 22nd April at 

Kingsley Community Centre – Cllr. O’Neill kindly agreed to attend.

18.
HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB – Cllr. Randles reported the following:-


*
Club obtaining quotes for re-building scheme.


*
Letter of support received from MP


*
Club hosting Sports Relief Day on 16th March 08


*
Various fundraising activities.


*
‘Buy-a-brick’ appeal.  Local resident donated £25K (worth £32K with Gift Aid). 
19.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS


19.1
E-Planning Seminar – 17th April at Northwich Memorial Hall – noted.

19.2
Vale Royal Area Meeting – 27th March at Wyvern House – Cllrs. Hulse and Thomas 

attending.

Page 345







Chairman’s initial…………

Minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 11 March 08.



19.3
Quality Council Forum meeting held on 27th Feb 08.  Cllr. Hulse reported the 


following:



*
Reaccredidation process – requiring only 67% of elected Councillors.



*
Terms of Empowerment – public involvement in Health.  All Town/Parish 


Councils could act to take over tasks currently undertaken by District/County 


Councils.


19.4
Local Government Review – Cllr. Thomas reported on the Association’s progress as 

follows:- 



*
Consultation with Chief Executives of the two new unitary authorities re 



Town/Parish Council involvement.  



*
Shadow Unitary Councillors elections on 1st 
May when 3 Councillors would be 


elected for Helsby/Frodsham Area. 




*
First meeting of the 72 Councillors selected for the Shadow Unitary 



Authorities would be 15th May.  The two Unitaries, when formed, would be the 


3rd and 4th largest in the North West.

20.
CORRESPONDENCE


20.1
Helsby To Hand – owners notifying that they were registered for VAT purposes and 

that VAT would be charged on all future advertising costs. 


20.2
Request for donation from Ranger Guide for assistance with the costs of attending 

the Water Jamboree in Austria.  Clerk explained that the Council did not have the 


power to donate money to individuals.

21.
TRANSPORT MATTERS.  Cllr. Thomas reported the following:-

*
ARRIVA Trains Wales calling meeting of ‘Adopt-a-Station’ members.


*
Steam Train travelling on Mid-Cheshire Line Sunday, 4th May.

22.
PLANNING


22.1
The Chairman summarised the Council’s responses to the following new planning 

applications:-


08-0081-FUL

9 The Rock


Demolition of existing single storey side extension and erection of new single storey side 
extension.


08/00200/GUL
Quinn Glass


Construction of glass container manufacturing, filling and distribution facility including 
associated plant, an intermodal transport facility and infrastructure works.


3/P/2008/111/XX/59-4/08/0181/FZ5-6/08/00172/CPO
King Street Energy (Ches)


Construction and operation of twin parallel pipelines, pumping stations and infrastructure 
for water delivery and brine disposal.


08/0286/FUL

36 Parkfield Drive


Conservatory


No objections to all of the above-mentioned planning applications.


08-0128-COU

111 Chester Road


Conversion of building into seven self-contained flats (resubmission of 07-1813-COU)


Objections to the above on the grounds of insufficient parking provision and amenity 
issues with neighbouring property.


22.2
The following decisions received from the Planning Authority were duly noted:-

07-3314-COU

Cemetery, Old Chester Road
Refusal of full planning permission


07-3337-FUL

Helsby Park Homes

Grant of full planning permission


07-3343-FUL

25 Old Chester Road

Grant of full planning permission


07-3366-COU

Cemetery, Old Chester Road
Grant of full planning permission


22.3
Peel Holdings Public Inquiry – due to start on 15th April 08 at Forest Hills.
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22.4
Helsby resident applying for a ‘Lawful Development Certificate for an Existing Use’ 

for allotment plots 1-20 at Old Chester Road.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded 

by Cllr. Gilson and RESOLVED – that the Parish Council, on behalf of the vast 

majority of Helsby residents, acquire professional assistance in applying to Vale 

Royal Borough Council for a Lawful Development Certificate for an existing 


use.  That being for the purpose for which the site was originally purchased in 

1901 by all the then residents of Helsby for use by future generations of Helsby 

residents as a burial site – PC54/08.


It was agreed to invite the Head of Planning and Building Control to a meeting, with 
Parish Councillors, to address all issues and concerns pertaining to planning matters.

23.
ACCOUNTS


23.1
Awards for All – confirmation of £4199 grant towards Sandstone Bridge Lighting 

Project – noted.


23.2
Bank reconciliation.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and 


RESOLVED – that the bank reconciliation sheet, detailing monies held in 


balances totalling £31,438.57 as at 11 March 08, be accepted as accurate with all 

bank statements being initialled by the Chairman – PC55/08.


23.3
Payments for February/early March 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by 


Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that the Council approved the following 


payments totalling £3,051.67 for February/early March 08 – PC56/08.

To whom paid


Particulars of Payment



Amount £
Employees



February 2008 – salaries



1,521.67
HM Revenue and Customs

Tax & NI for February 08



   476.04

RAIN




Donation towards legal fees (Peel Public Inquiry)
   225.00

Mr Mark Gilson


Travel expenses




     49.20

Mr Chris Ellams


same






     28.00

Mrs Jeanette E Hughes

same






     24.40

Mr Stuart R Hulse


same






     14.00

Cheshire Community Council

Community Pride Competition 2008 (entry fees)
     35.00

Post Office Limited


Water charge for Helsby Community Centre

   193.65

ChALC



Course fees





   180.00

Mr John Robotham


Purchases for the Parish Council


     45.44

Post Office Limited


Electricity charge for Helsby Community Centre
   259.27

24.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday, 14th April 08 at 19:00 hours in Helsby Library.

25.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. 
O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the 
following item on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information 
as defined in Paragraphs 7, 8, 9 & 12a of the Local Government Act 1972 – PC57/08.
PART B

26.
CONFIDENTIAL ITEM 
26.1
Frodsham Town Council - Helsby Parish Council’s request to provide concessionary rates for 
Helsby residents to be buried in Frodsham Cemetery has been latterly refused.

26.2
Future Burial Space.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – 
that Cllrs. Gilson, Thomas and the Burial Clerk, acting on behalf of Helsby Parish 
Council, meet with Frodsham Town Councillors to discuss the future of burial provision 
– PC58/08.

The meeting closed at 21:12 hours.
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