HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 13 AUGUST 07 AT 19:00 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:

Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Chairman

Cllr. George Randles – Vice-Chair
Cllr. Mike Bellairs

Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Alan Gardner


Cllr. Mark Gilson

Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. John Kerry



Cllr. Terry O’Neill

Cllr. George Porter


Cllr. Frank Thomas


Cllr. Betty Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:

Revd Margaret Saville – Parish Chaplain 

WPC Donna Beswick – Local Constabulary

Helsby Park Homes Residents Association
PRAYERS – led by Revd Margaret Saville

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: Cllr. Atkinson had submitted her resignation to the Chairman who subsequently refused to accept it agreeing that 6-month sabbatical be taken to deal with private matters. Cllr. Atkinson was acknowledged as a valued member of the Council with 8 years experience, including a year as Chairman. The Chairman went on to welcome all and was pleased to see so many members of the public in attendance.
Cllr. Thomas thanked the Parish Council for their well wishes during his time in hospital and recuperation.

1. 
PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that the 
meeting be suspended for public participation – PC177/07.


Spokesperson acting on behalf of the Helsby Park Homes Residents Association reported  
resident’s concerns with regard to the current situation and their future on the site and asked for the 
Parish Council’s assistance.

Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be 
closed and the meeting reconvened – PC178/07.

2.
POLICE MATTERS


2.1
WPC Beswick reported the following:-



*
Youth caught with knives charged with 5 offences.



*
Tesco Car Park – questionnaires sent to local residents to gain information on anti—


social use of car park.  Section 59 Notice given to 2 youths and, if they re-offend, 



their cars will be taken off them.  Tesco considering installation of barriers for 



night-time use.



*
Littering on football pitch at Helsby Community Sports Club – regular police patrols 


had not caught anyone yet.



*
Speeding initiative with SID and RADAR in Helsby this week.



*
Youths still playing football in Children’s Park.


2.2
Review of weekly police surgeries – agreed to fortnightly surgeries for 6 months, same time 

and venue.


2.3
Opening Evening for PCSO partners on Tuesday, 04 Sept 07 at 18:30 hours Constabulary 

HQ, Winsford – Cllr. Johnson kindly agreed to attend.


2.4
Consultation asking for views on PCSO’s – Chairman to respond on the Council’s behalf.


2.5
PCSO Partner Event at Fourways, Delamere. The Chairman reported that it was a 


successful day with good interchange of ideas.


2.6
Crime Prevention Officer and PCSO attended ‘Tuesday Club’ to discuss security for the 


elderly.

3.
APOLOGIES: received and accepted from Cllrs. Foster, Holder and Atkinson.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  Cllr. Randles declared a personal interest in Item 15 as an 
Executive Committee Member of Helsby Community Sports Club.  Cllr. Gilson declared a prejudicial 
interest in Item 19.1 Planning Application No. 07-1582-FUL as a resident of Helsby Park Homes.  
Cllr. Thomas declared a personal interest in Item 7.2 as an allotment holder.
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5. 
 MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 09 July 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Kerry, 
seconded by Cllr. Williams and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Parish Council meeting 
held on 09 July 09 be accepted as accurate and duly signed by the Chairman – PC179/07.
6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES


6.1
Bus shelter ‘No Smoking’ signs had been purchased and installed.


6.2
NALC Conference 5-7 Oct in Bournemouth.  Councillors raised concern re the cost of 


sending two delegates and asked that one councillor attend.  The Council had previously 


endorsed an increase in budget to allow for the extra expenditure of sending two delegates.  

Council then voted on whether to send two delegates and to pay the costs of £753.50 for the 

conference fees.  The vote was split 50/50 (five councillors abstained) The Chairman 


exercised his right to a casting vote and so it was proposed by Cllr. O’Neill seconded by 


Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Gilson attend the NALC Conference (along 


with Cllr. Hulse) and that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local 


Government Act 1972, approve the £753.50 invoice from NALC to send two delegates 

to the conference in Bournemouth – PC180/07.

6.3
Tesco – request for funding towards PCSO – no response.
7.
MINUTES OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY AND ALLOTMENTS COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 
30 JULY 07.  Cllr. Gilson presented the minutes that included the following information and 
recommendations:-


*
Planning application for cemetery extension had been submitted to VRBC.  Cllr. Gilson 


praised RSK for their professionalism.

*
Robin Hood request to use Parish Field for Fun Day.  This was refused in consideration of 

the preservation of the field.


7.1
Allotment Tenancy Agreements for Queens Drive.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by 

Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that the Council enter into Allotment Tenancy Agreements 

with the following Helsby residents:-



Plot 11 QD – Mrs Amanda Bebbington of 11 Latham Avenue



Plot  9 QD – Mr & Mrs A Martin of Rose View, Alvanley Road



PC181/07.


7.2
Insurance – proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the 

Council write to all Allotment Plot Holders informing them that it was their 



responsibility to insure their plots against Public Liability – PC182/07.


7.3
Ball Games – Children’s Park.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by cllr. Kerry and 


RESOLVED – to check the validity of installing a sign preventing ball games in the 


Children’s Play Area re Byelaws – PC183/07.


7.4
Goal Posts.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the 

Council, in accordance with Section 19 of the Local Government (Miscellaneous 


Provisions) Act 1976, purchase Goal Posts from B G Sports costing £615.70 incl VAT 

and that the Borough Council will install same at a cost of £300.80 incl. VAT for the 

Parish Field – 
PC184/07.

7.5
Remedial work to the Parish Field.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Porter and 

RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 19 of the Local 



Government Act (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, arrange to roll, soil, turf and 


roll the Parish Field –PC185/07.

7.6
Notice to event organisers.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and 


RESOLVED – that the Council insist that event organisers give 2 months notice in 


writing if they wish to use the Parish Field – PC186/07.

7.7
Cremated Remains Area.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and 


RESOLVED – to defer the decision on whether to reduce plot sizes in the Cremated 

Remains Area to the next Parks Committee meeting – PC187/07.


7.8
Grants for replacement hedging – Cemetery Allotment Area.  Cllr. Kerry had obtained 


information re available grants from B & Q that would be passed to the Clerk for action.

8.
BURIAL GRANTS.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Williams and RESOLVED – that the 
following burial grants be approved:-

6 East Pink purchased by Mr Ernest Dutton of 30 Hillview Avenue, Helsby.


53 South Pink purchased by Mr P J W Barter of 34 The Pines, Faringdon, Oxon.

 
PC188/07.
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9.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE MATTERS

9.1
Suggestion to install CCTV in Car Park.  It was agreed that the existing lighting must be 


improved before CCTV could be discussed.  Looking at an outlay of £5K to install cameras.  

Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – to write to the 


County Council to request having the existing lighting improved in the Car Park – 


PC189/07.  

9.2
Attempted brake-in.  Cameras picked up persons attempting to brake in but the perpetrators  

faces were obscured by the ‘Fire Door’ sign.  The Community Association looking at placing 

the sign were it would not impede the camera.

9.3
Footpath Society – request for insurance cover for the ‘Step into Helsby’ event.  Council 


agreed to seek a written request.

10.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS


10.1
Equestrian Development and Activities – Supplementary Planning Document (SPD).  


Council had been invited to make comments.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. 

Williams and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Crossley-Jones respond to the document on the 

Council’s behalf – PC190/07.

10.2
Borough Council earned the accolade of being an ‘Excellent Council’.  It was agreed to write 

a congratulatory letter to the Chief Executive.


10.3
Borough supporting the two-tier unitary authority and wishing to work with Town & Parish 


Council as well as the County Association to ensure that people are not adversely affected 

by the changes that will happen in April 2009 – duly noted.
11.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS


11.1
Adshel had indicated that they had no interest in providing advertising bus shelters outside 

the High School.  As an alternative the County Council was offering 2 new Bus Shelters at a 

subsidised price of £1K each plus annual maintenance 
charge of £250 per shelter for 5 


years to replace the brick shelters adjacent to the high school. Proposed by Cllr. Randles, 

seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the 


Parish Councils Act 1957, s 1, approve the purchase 
and installation of 2 No. Bus 


Shelters adjacent to Helsby High School costing £1K each plus £250 annual 


maintenance charge for 5 years and that the expenditure be taken out of the capital 

reserve funds – PC191/07. 


11.2
Notification of the adoption of the Cheshire Replacement Waste Local Plan on 12 July 07 – 

duly noted.


11.3
LGR in Cheshire - waiting for Chester City Council to forward a ‘third submission’.  A final 

decision was expected by the end of the year.  Stakeholders would be consulted.

11.4
Training Course ‘How to develop effective grant applications’.  Clerk to attend course 


scheduled on Friday, 19 October at Connexions HQ.


11.5
Cheshire Rural Touring Network – Cllr. Kerry reported that the next production would take 

place on Friday, 30 November featuring ‘Sheeva Nova’ Asian music.  Councillors were 


urged to attend as this event would be very popular.


11.6
Community Transport Strategy – Cllr. O’Neill to respond on the Council’s behalf.

12.
COUNCILLOR’S SURGERIES. Cllr. Randles reported matters discussed as follows during the 
surgery held on 04 August that he and Cllr. Hulse attended:-


*
Travellers


*
Drainage of the Parish Field – the discussion was followed on by a visit to the marshes to 

look at drains which were silted up and blocked. It was agreed that the Council contact the 

Environment Agency to dredge the area. 
13.
HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP – Cllr. O’Neill reported on the re-consultation events with over 
100 attendees although very few residents were among them.  The events highlighted issues still 
concerning the public and the next HVAG meeting would discuss the next steps.

14.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MATTERS


14.1
51st Community Pride Competition – Awards Evening to be held at Congleton Town Hall on 

Thursday, 04 October at 19:00 hours – Cllr. O’Neill kindly agreed to attend.

14.2
21st Century Villages in Cheshire Event – responding to Climate Change being held at 


Middlewich Civic Hall on Wednesday, 12 September between 19:00 – 21:00 hours – Cllr. 


O’Neill attending.
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14.3
Cheshire County Playing Field Association – CPFA Roadshow Monday, 08 October at 13:00 

hours in the New Memorial Hall, Barnton.  The Chairman was already attending as a 


member of CPFA and he updated the Council on the laws governing playing fields.
15.
HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB


15.1
The Helsby Factor – fundraising gala night on Friday, 21 September – all proceeds to the 

Clubhouse Redevelopment Fund.  Tickets priced at £20.


15.2
Rural Development Fund – the club had applied for £165K and were waiting to hear if they 

had been successful.


15.3
Helsby Newsletter – the club’s Project Manager would be putting together 1-2 pages for the 

next edition. Parish Council representatives had a meeting with the editorial staffs to discuss 

training and support.  Clerk to investigate grants to purchase a laptop computer.  Cllr. Kerry 

volunteered to assist with the publication if an emergency arose.

16.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS


16.1
Quality Council Forum – next meeting Wednesday, 22 August 07 – Cllr. Hulse attending.

16.2
Planning Training Session on 22 August at Burleydam – Cllr. O’Neill attending.


16.3
NALC Northern Regional Conference on 23 and 24 Nov – duly noted.


16.4
Annual Meeting 2007 at Middlewich Civic Hall on Thursday, 18 October 07.  Proposed by 

Cllr. Porter, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that Cllrs. Hulse, Randles, 


Thomas and the Clerk attend the ChALC Annual Meeting on 18 October 07 and that 

the cost of refreshments £5 per attendee by approved in accordance with Section 111 

of the LGA 1972 – PC192/07.

17.
CORRESPONDENCE


17.1
Received from Mr Mike Hall MP re International Whaling Ban – duly noted.


17.2
Scottish Power and Trinity Mirror Cheshire seeking out Community Champions.  Proposed 

by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – that the Council put forward 

Cllr. O’Neill’s name in the ‘Community Champion’ category to acknowledge all the 


work that he has done for the village of Helsby – PC193/07.

17.3
Member of the public soliciting the Council’s help to provide a venue to display old 


photographs of BICC employees taken between 1946 and 1965 – noted.


17.4
Hedge and Tree Notices – to be sent to owner of the property on the junction with Lower 


Rake Lane and Chester Road.

18.
TRANSPORT MATTERS


18.1
Helsby Station – complements were paid to Cllr. Thomas and the working party for the 


wonderful floral 
displays.

18.2
Ticket Office – Cllr. O’Neill reported that he was making progress re getting the use of the 

office at a ‘Peppercorn Rent’ from Spacia and involving Helsby High School.


18.3
Cheshire Bus No. 21 – using Mini Buses that were not appropriate for disabled users or 


pushchairs.   Cllr. Thomas reported that the use of mini buses was within requirement for the 

operator.

19.
PLANNING MATTERS


19.1
Council’s comments, in italics, on the following new planning applications:-


07-1582-FUL
Helsby Park Homes
Repositioning of car parking area to provide 18 No.







spaces (amended plans)


Objections, the Council also asked for a condition that no mobile homes were to be sited on 
the land allocated for car parking space.


In view of the comments made during Item 1 re the above, it was proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded 
by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that a meeting be arranged with the Head of Planning and 
Building Control and the Principal Planning Solicitor to discuss issues pertaining to Helsby 
Park Homes – PC194/07.


07-1858-FUL
1 High View

Construction of a balcony to 1st floor.


No objections
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07-1813-COU
111 Chester Road
Extension & conversion of existing house into 6 No. self-







contained flats (re-submission of 07-0705-COU).


Objections – not enough car parking spaces allocated and poor access.


19.2
The following decisions, received from the Planning Authority, were duly noted.


07-1090-FUL
22 Hill View Avenue

Grant of full planning permission



07-1236-FUL
5 Orchard Place

same



07-1423-FUL
76 Latham Avenue

same



07-1670-FUL
19 Lodge Hollow

same


19.3
Peel Environmental Ince Limited – 3/P/2007/111/XX/564


Proposal: Development of a resource recovery park, comprised of an integrated waste 


management facility and environmental technologies complex, including vehicular access 

from widened Kemira Road, erection of acoustic barriers, creation of cycle/pedestrian 


access from Station Road, water access via upgraded berth on Manchester Ship Canal and 

rail access via new rail link to existing spur together with the provision of ecological 


mitigation areas and landscaping.



Location: Land at Ince Marshes, Cheshire.



Council discussed ways of communicating to residents’ the necessity for them to send in 


objection letters as the letters sent in re the previous application would not be taken into 


account.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the 

Council object, in the strongest terms, to Planning Application No. 




3/P/2007/111/XX/564 – PC195/07.

20.
ACCOUNTS

20.1
Insurance cover for Fingerpost Signs – extra premium £38.27.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, 


seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with 


Section 111 of the LGA 1972, approve payment of £38.27 to Allianz Insurance plc – 


PC196/07.

20.2
Accommodation for the 2 delegates attending the NALC Conference in Bournemouth.  


Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that retrospective 

approval be granted for the payments of £20.80 Bournemouth City Council and £16.40 

Hotel Durley Dean for the accommodation deposits and that the balance owing of 


£334.80 be paid when checking out on the 07 Oct 07 – PC197/07.

20.3
External Audit of the Council’s accounts for fiscal year ending 31st March 07.  The Council 

had been given a ‘Clean report’ and the ‘Notice of Conclusion of Audit’ had been advertised 

on the notice boards in accordance with the auditor wishes.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, 


seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 

111, of the LGA 1972, approved payment of £470 to UHY Hacker Young – PC198/07.

20.4
Planning application fee for cemetery extension - £132.50.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, 


seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 

214 of the LGA 1972, approve retrospective expenditure of £132.50 planning fees – 


PC199/07.


20.5
Bank reconciliation – the Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank 


statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by 

Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation sheet detailing monies held 

in balances totalling £32,712.66 as at 13 August 07, be accepted as accurate with bank 

statements being initialled by the Chairman – PC200/07.


20.6
Payments for July/early August 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill 


and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with budget provision, approved the 

following payments for July/early August 07 – PC201/07.
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To whom paid


Particulars of payment




Amount £


Employees


Salaries for July 07




1,745.38


HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI for July 07




   407.83


Post Office Limited

UU – Mountain View Allotments



     68.47


Signs & Labels Limited

Purchase of 3 No. ‘No Smoking’ signs


     51.41


Miss Sylvia Crossley-Jones
Travel expenses




     15.81


UHY Hacker Young

External audit fees




   470.00


Mr George Randles

Travel expenses




     29.51


Mr Terry O’Neill


Trav. exps. plus cost of hiring boards - HVAG

     38.98


Mr Stuart Hulse


Travel expenses




     36.89


Centralserve Limited

Remedial electrical works – Community Centre

3,344.05


NALC



Bournemouth Conference – 2 delegates


   753.50


Mrs Jeanette Hughes

Plants to refill planters


£23.00)






Refreshments for HVAG event

£22.68)

     70.68






Flower arrangement for 100th Birthday
£25.00)


VRBC



Planning application fee




   132.50


Mrs Jenny McLaren

Phone and postage April – July 07


     18.08


Allianz Insurance plc

Premium to add 2 No. Fingerposts signs to schedule
     38.27


RSK Environment Limited
Professional fees




2,261.88


Balance of £1380 remaining


ChALC



Training fees – Chairmanship Module 2


     20.00


Total:
£9,503.24

21.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: Monday, 10 September 07 at 19:00 hours in Helsby Library.

The meeting closed at 21:17 hours.

Chairman’s signature ………………………………………………….  Date ……………………………………….
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