HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 14 JANUARY 2008 AT 18:30 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:

Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Chairman

Cllr. George Randles – Vice Chair
Cllr. Mike Bellairs

Cllr. Christopher Ellams

Cllr. Bill Foster


Cllr. Alan Gardner

Cllr. Mark Gilson


Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Sam Johnson

Cllr. John Kerry


Cllr. Terry O’Neill


Cllr. George Porter

Cllr. Frank Thomas


Cllr. Betty Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:

Mr P Walsh – Fire Service (FS)
Mr K Brooks (FS)


Mr Paul Watts (FS)
Mr Paul Mannion – Chester Chronicle Reporter



Mr K Kennedy

Mrs Michelle Pickstock and Mr D Hulme – Helsby Community Sports Club

Cllr. A McKie



Cllr. L Ford



WPC Donna Beswick

Mr & Mrs Temple – Cemetery Allotment Gardens



Helsby residents

Revd Stephen Santry

1.
PRESENTATION by Mr Keith Brooks from the Cheshire Fire Service.  Councillors 
inspected the TRV prior to the video presentation which listed the vehicle’s attributes in 
putting out fires with Compressed Air Foam System. TRV would be deployed in Frodsham 
in addition to the existing large fire appliance.

PRAYERS: led by Revd Santry.

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS:  the Chairman thanked the members of the Fire Service for a very informative talk and welcomed all attendees.  He went on to express the Council’s sympathy to Mrs Barbara Atkinson (former Parish Councillor) whose husband had sadly passed away and he thanked Parish Councillors who, along with himself, attended Mr Atkinson’s funeral.
2.
CO-OPTION OF NEW COUNCILLOR FOR CENTRAL WARD.  Council considered the 
two applicants for the post.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and 
RESOLVED – that the Council vote by show of hands to elect a Councillor for Central 
Ward – PC01/08.  The vote was taken and counted and it was agreed that Mr Chris Ellams 
be Co-opted as the new Parish Councillor 
for Central Ward. Cllr. Ellams signed the 
‘Declaration of acceptance of office and compliance with the Code of Conduct’ which was 
countersigned by the Clerk.
3.
PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and 
RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC02/08.  The 
Council noted the following issues/points:


*
Residents protested re money going on their Council Tax towards the Helsby 


Community Sports Club (HCSC).


*
Chairman of HCSC stated that the facility benefited the village.

*
Resident who had submitted a planning application for the Helsby Public Cemetery 

extension into the Wildlife Area asked that this be considered and distributed 


handouts to the members detailing the pros and cons of the application.


*
Local Government Review going before parliament this week.  Joint Committee of 

15 members would be formed – elections 1st May 08.
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· Travellers – Borough Council conducting a major survey across the Borough for a site.  One site looked promising and it was not in the Helsby/Frodsham area.

· Cllr. Ford urged the Parish Council to submit a joint planning application with Cemetery Allotment Holders for the cemetery extension. 

· Statement that the Helsby Community Sports Club building was owned by club members.  The Borough Council owned the land and had already made a donation of £165K from the RDP towards the re-building programme.

· Residents raised concern that if the Parish Council was not successful with their planning application for the cemetery extension, there was nowhere else designated for burials within the village boundary.


Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Williams and RESOLVED – that Public Air 
Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC03/08.

4.
POLICE MATTERS

4.1 
WPC Beswick reported the following:-


*
Ward Walk arranged for 11:00 hours 16 Jan to assemble in the Railway Inn Car Park


*
Traffic initiative arranged for 23 Jan – speed gun in operation.


*
PSCO now had powers to issue fixed penalty notices for various offences.

*
No major incidents over Christmas but a rise in graffiti.  Police liaising with local 


schools to gain information.


*
Helsby youth due in court for ASBO hearing re shoplifting offences and police 


hoping to do same with 2 under aged youths from Helsby re anti-social behaviour.


*
Youth activities – working together with other groups and services to create a youth 

club in the village.  Venue already earmarked and police would visit local schools to 

gain views.

*
Petrol Garage – staff being troubled by Travellers – WPC Beswick had already 


attended and would follow up the matter.


*
Next Police Surgery – Saturday, 19 Jan at 2pm in the Committee Room.


*
Graffiti removal – WPC Beswick suggested the Community Service People for the 

task. 


4.2
Police Forums – Wednesday, 16 April 08 at 19:00 hours in Frodsham Community 

Centre – noted.


4.3
Cheshire Probation Service – Community Service people were commended for doing 

an excellent job of verge edging in North Ward.  It was planned that the same would 

be undertaken in Central and South Wards.

5.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: received and accepted from Cllr. Crossley-Jones.

6.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:


*
Cllr. Gilson declared a personal interest in Item 23.1 & 23.2 as a resident of Helsby 

Park Homes.


*
Cllrs. O’Neill and Randles declared a prejudicial interest in Item 12.1 as Executive 

Members of the Helsby Community Sports Club.

*
Cllr. Holder declared a personal interest in Item 23.2 as near neighbour to No. 6 


Rose Farm Court.

7.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 10 DEC 07.  Proposed by Cllr. 
O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Williams and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby 
Parish Council meeting held on 10 December 07 be accepted as an accurate record and 
duly signed by the Chairman – PC04/08.
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Minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 14 Jan 08.

8.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES


8.1
Harmer’s Wood – group negotiating with Borough Council to remove rubbish 


dumped in quarries.  Cllr. Holder reported that the dangerous quarries had been 


fenced.

8.2
External Hardrive – purchased and in use for the Council’s computer system.


8.3
Community Safety Award 2007 – additional plaque had been ordered from 


Shawcross Signs, B’head.

9.
MINUTES OF THE HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 12 DEC 
07.  Cllr. Porter reported that the General Assistants had completed the Strimmer Handling 
Course. Proposed by Cllr. Porter, seconded by Cllr. Randles and 
RESOLVED – that the 
Minutes of the Health & Safety Committee meeting held on 12 Dec 07 be received and 
the contents noted – PC05/08.

10.
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 12 DEC 07.  
Cllr. O’Neill presented the minutes and the following recommendations:-

10.1
Christmas Illuminations – proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Porter and 

RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 

1972 s. 144 agreed to increase the Christmas Illumination display in 2008 – 


PC06/08.


10.2
Trees – proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – that 

approval be granted for the delegation of Budget Heading 225 – Trees to the 


Parks, Cemetery & Allotment Committee – PC07/08.

11.
MINUTES OF THE PARKS, CEMETERY AND ALLOTMENT COMMITTEE 
MEETING HELD ON 12 DEC 07.    Cllr. Gilson presented the minutes and the following 
recommendations:-

11.1
Water tap in the cemetery allotment area – proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by 


Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that approval be granted to move the water tap to 

the corner of Plot 16 – Cemetery Allotment Gardens – PC08/08.

11.2
Cremated Remains Area – proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and 


RESOLVED – that approval be granted to change the plots sizes to 24ins x 


24ins starting with Row 3 in the Cremated Remains Area of Helsby Public 


Cemetery – PC09/08.

12.
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 02 JAN 08.  Cllr. 
O’Neill presented the minutes and the following recommendations:-


12.1
Helsby Community Sports Club – to grant £100K to the Club. Council discussed the 

following points:-



*
Preferred to see preferential rates for Helsby residents if the Parish Council 


granted the money.



*
If club was ever to be sold, the Council wanted assurance that the money, if 


granted, could be recovered through the sale.



*
Although residents were given the opportunity of attending the Club’s 



consultation events, the Parish Council had the mechanism in place i.e. 



Helsby News to communicate further.



* 
Importance of placing conditions before the grant was paid.



*
Club required a letter of the Council’s intent to grant £100K that would be 



used to obtain match funding. 
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Cllrs. O’Neill and Randles left the meeting.




Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the 


Council, in accordance with the Local Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) 

Act 1976 s. 19, grant £100K to the Helsby Community Sports Club for the re-


building of the Clubhouse and that conditions be agreed prior to the money 


being handed over – PC10/08. 

Cllrs. O’Neill and Randles rejoined the meeting.
Cllr. Bellairs was not happy with the process of consultation re taking out a loan to grant to Helsby Community Sports Club and that his formal written  resignation from the Parish Council would be received by the Chairman in due course – he then left the meeting.

12.2
Clerk’s gratuity.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and 


RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with LGA 1972, s. 111, approve 

a gratuity of £500 per year to be set aside for the Clerk, to be paid on the 


termination of her contract.  The first payment to be made for fiscal year 


2007/08 and that ChALC be contacted re the safe holding of said gratuity – 


PC11/08.

12.3
Parish Precept 2008/09.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and 

RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 

1982, s.150, send in a precept request to the Borough Council for £90K for fiscal 

year 2008/09 – PC12/08.  Council agreed that none-essential expenditure was 


governed to keep spending within budget.

12.4
Purchase of a new Photocopier – proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Foster 

and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with LGA 1972 s.111, 


purchase a new photocopier at a cost likely to bring the total outlay to £323.12 

from Phoenix Business Systems, E’Port – PC14/08.


12.5
Mileage Rates – proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Thomas and 



RESOLVED – to reduce the mileage rate to 0.40p per mile with immediate 


effect – PC15/08.
13.
BURIAL GRANTS: proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – 
that the following new burial grants be approved:-


Mrs B Atkinson of 118 Chester Road for 9 East Pink



Mrs H Kendrick of 23 Hale View Road for 55a South Pink


PC16/08.

14.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE


14.1
Community Association Management Meeting scheduled for 15 Jan 08 – noted.


14.2
Proposal to arrange a meeting to discuss the Community Association’s accounts with 

a view to ensuring the right level of hire fees and to evaluate if monies could be used 

for revenue towards upkeep of the Community Centre – Cllr. Williams would bring 

the preceding points to the committee’s attention. 


14.3
Proposal to enter into talks with Cheshire County Council (owners of the 



Community Centre) to purchase the building.  It was agreed to start talks with the 


new authority, when in place after 01 April 2009.
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15.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS

15.1
Vale Royal Mayor’s Award 2008 - request for nominees.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, 

seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that the Council nominate Cllr. Betty 

Williams to go forward as a nominee in the Vale Royal Mayor’s Award 2008 – 

PC17/08.

16.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS


16.1
Local Government Reorganisation in Cheshire.  The decision had been confirmed 


that the County Council and six District Councils would be abolished on 31 March 

2009 and be replaced by two unitary authorities.  The new authority for Helsby 


would be ‘Cheshire West and Chester’.  ChALC was forging ahead by forming a 


sub-group that would seek clarification as to where the Town/Parish Councils would 

fit in re voting rights.

16.2
Rural Touring Network – Cllr. Kerry reported that the next production would be in 

March.  This could be the last for some time as the group was not sure if the new 


authority would promote the performances.

17.
COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY.  Cllrs. Holder, Kerry and Gilson attended the recent surgery 
held on 05 Jan 08 where the following was discussed:-


*
Vandalism – Queens Drive – noted and passed to Police.

*
Alvanley resident concerned re level of parking on Primrose Lane – Clerk would 


contact the resident and the matter would be delegated to the next meeting of the 

Environment Committee.


*
Travellers – dealt with at the meeting.

18.
HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP – Cllr. O’Neill reported the following:-


18.1
Helsby Village Plan 2007 Re-Consultation Results.  The response to the re-con was 

very disappointing even though it had been advertised widely and the group were 


still looking for volunteers for key projects.


18.2
Parish Council Representatives on the HVAG.  Due to the restricted number of 


places allowed, Cllr. Porter stood down in favour of Cllr. Ellams – agreed.
19.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL – Cllr. Hulse reported the following:-


*
Six employees contracts due to expire had only been given a 3-month extension due 

to DEFRA pulling their funding and also thought due to LGR.

20.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS (ChALC)


20.1
NALC Annual Conference – Eastbourne.  Council had latterly agreed not to send 


any delegates to this year’s conference.


20.2
NALC grants disappearing - sub-group formed to address the issue.  Government 


Minister being urged to fund NALC as other bodies received Government Rate 


Support Grants.  ChALC did not get any monies as a sector.

21.
CORRESPONDENCE


21.1
North West Air Ambulance – letter of thanks for £150 donation – noted.


21.2
Cheshire Constabulary – confirmation that there would be no charge for the Police 

Marching Band who attended the Remembrance Day Parade through Helsby – 


Council expressed their grateful thanks.
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Minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 14 Jan 08.

22.
TRANSPORT MATTERS

22.1
Transport Committee Liaison meeting – Cllr. Hulse attending.

22.2
New Puffin Crossing – Cllr. Hulse updated all on the recent meeting with Highways.


22.3
Roadworks – Lower Rake Lane and A56 adjacent to Railway Inn.  Council 


instructed the Clerk to contact Highways as it was thought that the contractor was 


none compliant with the new Roads and Street Works Act


22.4
Helsby to Ellesmere Port Rail Link operated by Northern Line.  No progress with 


talks to increase frequency.

23.
PLANNING


23.1
The Chairman summarised the Council’s responses to the following new planning 

applications:-


07-3111-FUL
Newlands, Bates Lane

Single storey extension to front.


07-3075-FUL
Milton, Chester Road

Dormer windows to front & rear and provision








of decking to front (retrospective).


07-3122-FUL
Hillside, 6 Stephens Grove
Two storey extension to front & single storey








extension to rear.


07-3343-FUL
25 Old Chester Road

First floor extension


07-3337-FUL
Helsby Park Homes

Alteration of wall at the entrance to the site








(resubmission 07-2171-FUL)


No objections to all of the above.


07-3314-COU
Helsby Parish Council

Change of use of two allotment plots to 








cemetery plus the enhancement & relocation of








the adjoining wildlife area (re-submission 








07-2303-COU)


No comments sent in for the above.


07-3366-COU
Cemetery, Chester Road
Change of use of wildlife area/waste ground/








allotment plots to burial ground.


Delegated to the Park, Cemetery & Allotments Committee for inspection and comments.


23.2
The following decisions received from the Planning Authority were duly noted:-


07-2775-FUL

20 Crescent Drive
Grant of full planning permission

07-2909-ADV

Helsby Park Homes
Grant of advertisement consent


07-2910-ADV

Helsby Park Homes
same


07-2923-FUL

38 Parkfield Drive
Grant of full planning permission


07-3014-COU

6 Rose Farm Court
same


07-3015-LBC

6 Rose Farm Court
Grant of Listed Building Consent


07-3040-FUL

Rose Cottage,





Smithy Lane

Grant of full planning permission


07-3107-FUL

Pine Cop, Proffits Ln
Grant of full planning permission


07-3111-FUL

Newlands, Bates Ln
same


07-3121-FUL

17 Coppins Close
same


23.3
Peel Holdings 3/P/2007/111/XX/564.  Confirmation of Public Inquiry being held on 

26 March 08.  Cllr. O’Neill had been contacted by Elton Parish Council re attending 

a meeting on 28 Jan 08 at Elton Community Centre with other councils in the area 

with regards to representing them at the Inquiry.  Cllr. Porter also agreed to attend.
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23.4
Planning Committee meeting on 15 Jan when the Parish Council’s application for 


the Cemetery Extension would be considered.  Cllr. Gilson and the Council’s Agent 

Mrs W Hogben of RSK would speak in favour of the application - noted.

23.5
Quinn Glass – new application would be submitted this week.  Very few people 


attended the Public Consultation.  Helsby Parish Council would be a consultee and 

would be interested in the rail link.  Quinn was ordered to change all of the cladding 

on the building.  

23.6
Illuminated Signs on Railway Inn Car Park – no progress re enforcement action to 

remove signs.

24.
ACCOUNTS


24.1
Bank Reconciliation.  The Chairman inspected the figures against the corresponding 

bank statements and confirmed that they were correct with £38,593.86 held in 


balances – agreed.


24.2
Payments for December 07/early January 08.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded 

by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – that the Council approved the following 


payments totalling £10,500.13 for December 07 to early January 08 – PC18/08.

To whom paid

Particulars of payment




Amount 

Employees


December 07 – salaries




£1,521.43

HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI for December 07




   £476.28

Cheshire County Council
Bus Shelters – new and annual maintenance

  
£3,818.75

W H Evans


Print costs – Winter 07 Newsletter



   £367.00

Cheshire County Council
Installation of Termination Units


 
£2,467.50

SLCC



Annual membership subscription



   £129.00

Mrs Jeanette Hughes

Purchases for the Council as follows:-





Floral arrangement for Mrs Atkinson
 - £25.00
)




External Hardrive - £74.99



)




Adapters x 2 - £3.00




)




Certificates for Christmas Competition - £12.00
)
   £137.53




Engraving of Christmas Trophy - £12.00

)




Travel expenses (Chester) - £10.54


)
   

Vale Royal Borough Council
Concessionary travel – Railcards



   £293.34

Smith of Derby

Village Clock – annual maintenance



   £185.65

Post Office Limited

BT phone – Parish Council




   £142.30

Post Office Limited

BT phone – Community Centre



     £56.01

Matt Davies


Moving of c/w supply pipe and alterations


   £130.00

Cheshire Probation Board
Contribution towards travel & machinery


   £100.00

Mr Mike Bellairs

Travel expenses (Winsford) – new mileage rate

     £12.00

W G Rose


Hedge trimming – Parish Field



   £528.75

Post Office Limited

UU Water charge for QD Allotments



     £15.59

Helsby To Hand

Advertising Councillor’s Surgeries - £61.00





Full page ad for HVAG - £58.00



   £119.00

25.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – Monday, 11 February 08 at 19:00 in Helsby Library.

The meeting closed at 20:55 hours.
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