HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 14TH APRIL 08 AT 19:00 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:

Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Chairman

Cllr. George Randles – Vice Chair
Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Chris Ellams


Cllr. Bill Foster


Cllr. Alan Gardner


Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. John Kerry

Cllr. George Porter


Cllr. Terry O’Neill


Cllr. Betty Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:

Revd Margaret Saville

PSCO Chris Maddocks

Mr & Mrs D Temple

Mr Paul Mannion – Chester Chronicle Reporter

PRAYERS: led by Reverend Saville

CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS

The Chairman reported that ARRIVA Trains Wales had presented the North Cheshire Rail Users’ Group with “Best-Kept Garden” for their work on the grounds at Helsby Station.  This was the first time that the award had been given outside of Wales and congratulations were expressed to the group.
The Chairman acknowledged Mr Ken Cartwright, aged 71 years, Karate Instructor in Helsby Community Centre for 25 years.  Ken, who lives in Chester, was retiring in June and the Council wished him every success and a big thank you for the commitment he had shown to the village youth and adults over the years.

PRESENTATION TO COUNCILLOR BETTY WILLIAMS:  the Chairman gave a brief history of Cllr. Williams achievements that included her student years at Exeter University College, during the Second World War, when Betty was a firewatcher on Exeter Cathedral.  After graduation, Betty joined the W.R.N.S. in 1943 and, with her knowledge of German, was posted to Special Duties.  She came to live in Helsby in 1967 with her husband and 4 children and joined the Parish Council in May 1983.  During her time on the Parish Council, Betty was Chairman twice, a Borough Councillor and also a judge in the Cheshire-wide Community Pride Competitions.
The Chairman presented Cllr. Williams with a commemorative plaque and floral arrangement and all present wished her well in her retirement.
1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – 
that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC59/08.  There being no matters 
brought to the Council’s attention it was proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Holder 
and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC60/08.
2.
POLICE MATTERS.  


2.1
Parking Issues – Lower Rake Lane.  PCSO Maddocks had asked resident to log 


vehicles.


2.2
PSCO Maddocks reported the following:-


*
Parking along Primrose Lane.



*
Vehicles turning out of 3-Ways Garage – sign placed asking motorists to be careful of 

pedestrians.
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*
Parking around Denbigh Close – motorist issued with ticket for obstructive parking.


*
Hornsmill School – Health & Safety Initiative re traffic and parking – educating parents 

through the children.


*
Community cohesion with Travellers as they transfer from Dunham Hill to Hornsmill 

School.


*
Helsby Wok – quote for CCTV and asking for financial assistance.  The Parish Council 

had previously investigated installing CCTV in the village centre but the costs were 

prohibitive.


*
Barrier Scheme to close off the Tesco Car Park to deter joy riders – seeking financial 

assistance.  The Parish Council had been informed that they were unlikely to get 


funding.  The PCSO was awaiting news from Tesco Head Office and would investigate 

‘Tank Traps’ as an alternative.

*
Anti-Social Behaviour (ASB)– numbers still falling with only 6 incidents reported in 

March.


*
New initiative to assist residents who were experiencing ASB by giving direct dial 

number to quicken police presence.

*
Youth Club questionnaire sent to young people for collection of data.


2.3
Cheshire Police Authority – Vale Royal Meeting on 16th April in Frodsham -  Cllr. 

Hulse attending.
3.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE.  Received and accepted from Cllrs. Kennedy and Thomas.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST.  Cllrs. O’Neill and Randles declared a non-prejudicial 
interest in Item 15 as Executive Members of the Helsby Community Sports Club. 

5.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 10TH MARCH 08.  The dated required 
changing from 11th to 10th March and the Chairman initialled the alteration.  Proposed by Cllr. 
O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Parish Council 
meeting held on 10th March 08 be accepted as an accurate record and duly signed by the 
Chairman – PC61/08.
6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES.


6.1
A meeting with Old Chester Road Allotment Association, to discuss burials, had been 

arranged for 7th May at 7pm in the Committee Room.


6.2
The future of Frodsham Household Waste Recycling Centre – temporary planning 

conditions due to expire in July 09.  Cheshire County Council would reach a decision at 

the end of the year on whether to re-apply, let it lapse or let it lye.

6.3
Existing burial ground and adjacent allotment area – Old Chester Road.  Agreed not to 

apply for a ‘Certificate of Lawful Development’ to designate the whole site as burial as 

the half being used as allotment gardens had never been used for burials. 


6.4
Meeting with Frodsham Town Councillors (FTC) to discuss future burial provision – 

awaiting response from FTC to confirm date.

7.
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 31ST MARCH 08.  Cllr. 
O’Neill presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-


7.1
Appointment of internal Auditor.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles 

and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Audit Commission Act 

1998 Part II Section 2,  appoint JDH Business Services of Mold to undertake the 

internal audit of the Parish Council’s accounts for Financial Year ending 31st 

March 08 – PC62/08.
Page 352








Chairman’s initial………..

Minutes of Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 14th April 08.


7.2
Review of Financial Regulations.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles 

and RESOLVED – that existing Financial Regulations be accepted in entirety – 

PC63/08.

7.3
Review of Risk Assessment.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles and 

RESOLVED – that existing Risk Assessment be accepted in entirety – 
PC64/08.


7.4
Youth Shelter and Assets Register.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. 


Randles and RESOLVED – that the value of the Youth Shelter be reduced from 

£5,457 to £100 bringing the total value of assets held by Helsby Parish Council to 

£119,042.18 as at 31st March 08 – PC65/08. 

7.5
Five-Year Capital Programme.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles 

and RESOLVED – to delegate identification of schemes, for the 5-Year Capital 

Programme, to the next Environment Committee meeting – PC66/08.

7.6
HSBC Current Account.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles and 

RESOLVED – to close the HSBC Current Account currently holding £3,694.11 

and to deposit said amount into the Council’s Nat West Current Account – 


PC67/08.


7.7
Budget Analysis.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles and 


RESOLVED – that the Budget Analysis dated 31st March 08 be accepted as 


accurate – PC68/08.


7.8
Financial Statement.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles and 


RESOLVED – that the Financial Statement prepared for the Finance Committee 

meeting held on 31st March 08 be accepted as accurate – PC69/08.

8.
BURIAL GRANTS – none.

9.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE

9.1
Parish Council Representation.  Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. Kerry 

and RESOLVED – that Cllr. Holder be appointed to representation the Parish 

Council on the Helsby Community Association – PC70/08.


9.2
Trustee Indemnity Insurance.  Council advised to insure Trustees for £250,000 costing 

£193.75 – to be formally approved at next meeting.

10.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL

10.1
Monthly Playground Inspections.  Cllrs. Porter and Gardner volunteered to attend the 

course to qualify individuals to Operational Level costing £175 per attendee.  It was 

agreed to investigate prices from independent operators working in the Borough before 

making a decision.


10.2
Casual Vacancy – North Ward Councillor – approval to co-opt.

11.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – no matters reported.

12.
COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY – frequency to be reviewed in June.

13.
HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP – Cllr. O’Neill reported on the Annual Event being 
held on 12th July 08 in conjunction with the Helsby Community Sports Club.

14.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL – no matters reported.

15.
HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB – Cllr. Randles reported the following:-


*
Sports Relief – 400 participants


*
Race Night – Friday, 18th April 08.
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16.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS


16.1
Affiliation Fee 2008/09.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Williams and 

RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 

1972 s. 143, renew its membership with the Cheshire Association of Local Councils 

for 2008/09 costing £925.86 – PC71/08.

16.2
Local Council Review magazine – not required.


16.3
Area Meetings 2008/09– Cllrs. Hulse, Thomas and Ellams agreed to represent the Parish 

Council.


16.4
Clerk’s LGR Forum 29th April at 7pm in Middlewich – Clerk attending.


16.5
Regional Spatial Strategy – alteration.  Cllr. Hulse reported the following:-



*
Issues/concerns re loss of greenbelt.  



*
Whole of Vale Royal could be in the Liverpool City Region.



*
Alterations to new planning laws – delegated powers to Council Officers.



*
New Shadow Authority in operation after elections on 1st May 08.

17.
CORRESPONDENCE

17.1
Donation request from MENCAP Cheshire Office.  Proposed by Cllr. Williams, 


seconded by Cllr. Holder and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the 

Local Government Act 1972 s. 137, should incur the following expenditure which, 

in the Council’s opinion, is in the interest of the area or its inhabitants and will 

benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure to donate the sum of 

£50 to MENCAP – PC72/08.

17.2
Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner 

and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Local Government Act 

1972 s.137, should incur the following expenditure which, in the Council’s opinion, 

is in the interest of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner 

commensurate with the expenditure to renew its annual membership with the Mid-

Cheshire Footpath Society 2008/09 at a cost of £8.00 – PC73/08.


17.3
Request received from Mr T Hinkins re lifting ‘Notice to Quit’ on Plot 8 – Cemetery 

allotments.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – 

that the ‘Notice to Quit’ Plot 8 still stands and that Mr T Hinkins be given until 

the end of April to vacate the plot – PC74/08.

17.4
Draft North West Regional Spatial Strategy (RSS) – consultation.  Cllr. Thomas was 

nominated to respond to the document.


17.5
Mr Mike Hall MP – writing in support of Mr Hinkins request (see Item 17.3) – duly 

noted.


17.6
County Playing Fields Association.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. 


Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the 

Local Government Act 1972, renew membership with the County Playing Fields 

Association for 2008/09 costing £17.00 – PC75/08.


17.7
Request from ‘Old Chester Road Allotment Association’ to erect a refurbished notice 

board on the cemetery allotments – delegated to the next meeting of the Parks, Cemetery 

& Allotments Committee for discussion.


17.8
Cllr. Mark Gilson – the Clerk read out Cllr. Gilson’s letter of resignation.  Proposed by 

Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that a letter of thanks be 

sent to Mr Gilson acknowledging his work on the Council – PC76/08.

18.
TRANSPORT MATTERS – no matters reported.
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19.
PLANNING

19.1
The Chairman summarised the Council’s responses (in italics) re the following new 

planning applications:-


4/08/0463/FZ5
Hillside Primary School
New external ramp and play area.


No objections


08-0428-FUL

Helsby Park Homes

Portakabin type mobile office


Concerns re no provision for disabled access


08-0556-FUL

16 Windsor Drive

Conversion of garage and enlarge porch 

No objections





with pitched roof.


08-0609-FUL

Langdale, Proffits Lane
Demolition of existing house and 

Concerns re surface water drainage


replacement with detached bungalow for








disabled person.


08-0928-CERT
Allotment Sites Plots 1-20
Certificate of Lawfulness for existing use 









as allotment plots.


Concerns re Plots 9, 10, 19 and 20 had not been cultivated for some considerable time and, 
therefore, could not be classed as allotments.

19.2
Planning appeal for Land off Primrose Lane – APP/L0635/C/08/2066255, 2066256, 

2066257 and 2066258.  Strong objections to grant of appeal to allow hardstanding, 

fencing and concrete plinths on Traveller Site.


19.3
Withdrawn Application No. 05-1291-OUM for land formerly The Old School, Chester – 

duly noted.


19.4
The Council noted the following planning decisions:-


08-0081-FUL

9 The Rock


Grant of full planning permission


08-0128-COU

111 Chester Road

Grant of full planning permission


4/08/0463/FZ5
Hillside Primary School
Approved


19.5
Councillor’s training and information gathering session with the Head of Planning & 

Building Control arranged for 21st April at 7pm in the Committee Room – duly noted.


19.6
Ince Marsh Inquiry beginning 15th April at 10.00am. in Forest Hills.  Councillors were 

urged to attend the Inquiry on 21st May at 10.00am.

20.
ACCOUNTS

20.1
Installation of ‘Community Safety Award’ signs.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded 

by Cllr. Foster and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local 

Government Act 1972 s.144, employ Vale Royal Borough Council to install 2 No. 

Community Safety Award signs to lighting columns located on Chester Road 


costing £175 excl VAT– 

PC77/08.


20.2
Insurance premium due 1st June 08 - Clerk obtaining further quote to ensure best value.


20.3
Balance Sheet.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – 

that the Balance Sheet for Financial Year ending 31st March 08 be accepted as 

accurate and duly signed by the Chairman – PC78/08.


20.4
Groundwork Cheshire.  Proposed by Cllr. Foster, seconded by Cllr Kerry and 


RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 

1972 s.111, approve payment of £1,762.50 to Groundwork Cheshire for their 


professional fees for the ‘Helsby Recreation Area’ fundraising project – PC79/08.
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20.5
Bank reconciliation – proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Randles and 


RESOLVED – that the bank reconciliation detailing £28,812.12 held in balances as 

at 14th April 08 be approved with bank statements being initialled by the 


Chairman – PC80/08.


20.6
Payments for March/early April 08.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. 

Foster and RESOLVED – that the Council approved the following payments 


totalling £7,491.02 for March/early April 08 – PC81/08.

To whom paid


Particulars of payment



Amount £

Shawcross Signs Ltd


Modification of sign




     32.90
Employees



March 08 – salaries




1,521.43

HM Revenue & Customs

Tax & NI for March 08



   476.28

AON Limited



Community Centre – insurance


   462.49

Post Office Limited


Phone bill – Parish Council



   109.21

Post Office Limited


Phone bill – Community Centre


     55.42

ChALC



Course fees





     30.00

W H Evans of Chester


Print costs – Helsby News



   367.00

Complete Security Service

CCTV for Community Centre Bar Area

   293.75

Mr Terry O’Neill


Travel expenses – return Crewe


     24.00

Mrs Jeanette Hughes


Recorded delivery - £1.04
)






Plaque - £19.00

)


     45.04






Floral arrangement - £25.00
)



Vale Royal Borough Council

12 x Inspections of Play Area 2007/08

   366.60

Groundwork Cheshire


Professional fees for Stage II – fundraising

1,762.50

Mr John Robotham


Travel expenses – return Winsford


     13.60

Vale Royal Borough Council

Bin emptying charge for cemetery


   153.58

Society of Local Council Clerks
Law of Allotments 5th edition 


     17.20

Helsby To Hand


Advertising





     72.00

Post Office Ltd


UU bill for QD Allotments



     14.86

Vale Royal Borough Council

Grass mowing and hedge cutting 2007/08

1,673.16

Total:
£7,491.02

21.
DATE OF NEXT MEETING – AGM Monday, 12th May 08 at 7.00pm in Helsby Library.
The meeting closed at 20:28 hours.

Chairman’s signature……………………………………..  Date ……………………………………...
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