HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON MONDAY, 

08 OCTOBER 07 AT 18:45 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT:

Cllr. S Hulse – Chairman
Cllr. G Randles Vice-Chairman
Cllr. M Bellairs

Cllr. S Crossley-Jones

Cllr. B Foster 



Cllr. A Gardner


Cllr. M Gilson


Cllr. P Holder



Cllr. S Johnson


Cllr. J Kerry


Cllr. T O’Neill



Cllr. G Porter



Cllr. F Thomas

Cllr. B Williams

IN ATTENDANCE:

Revd Margaret Saville – Parish Chaplain
PCSO Chris Maddocks – Cheshire Constabulary

Ms Sam Parker – Chester Chronicle Reporter 
VILLAGE ‘BEST-KEPT’ COMPETITION AWARD PRESENTATION: before presenting the awards, the Chairman congratulated all award winners on their contribution towards making Helsby Village look its best and was able to report that Helsby had been placed 3rd in the County Wide ‘Community Pride Competition’ for villages having 2501 – 5000 residents.
CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS: the Chairman was delighted to announce that Helsby Village had been awarded 1st Prize in the County wide ‘Cheshire Constabulary Community Safety Award 2007’.  Cllr. O’Neill received the award plaque and cheque for £250 on the Council’s behalf. The Chairman expressed the Council’s gratitude to PCSO Maddocks and the people of Helsby.

PRAYERS – led by Revd Margaret Saville.

1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME: proposed by Cllr Bellairs, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED 
– that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC218/07.  The Chairman 
made it clear to all councillors that, as Cllrs. Randles and O’Neill would have to declare a 
prejudicial interest in Item 17 re Helsby Community Sports Club, they would be allowed to 
present a report during this time under Section 12 (2) of the ‘The Local Authorities (Model 
Code of Conduct) Order 2007.

Cllr. O’Neill reported the following on behalf of the Executive Committee – Helsby 
Community Sports Club:-

· The club’s requirement for match-funding to procure success with funding agencies.

· Request for joint consultation with the Parish Council and people of Helsby.  At the presentations, it will be decided where the funding issues will be placed. 
· Parish Plan highlighted the need for improved sports facility for the young.

· The Club had only 1 part-time paid employee, everything else was run and managed by volunteers.

· The Junior Section now formed 30% of the total membership.

· Consultation events planned for 01 Nov 7-9pm and 03 Nov 11-1pm.

Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC219/07.
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2.
POLICE MATTERS

2.1
PCSO Maddocks reported the following:-


*
Golf balls hit off the hill – youths spoken with.


*
One Stop Shop – professionally burgled.



*
ASBO being issued to local youth – first in Helsby.


*
Vehicle damaged – two youths arrested.



*
Travellers on the Mere’s Edge site – moved on.



*
Surgery re launch for 3rd week in November.



*
Youth charge for knife possession – court hearing 24/10/07.



*
Liaising well with Helsby High School



*
Invite to councillors to spend a shift with PCSO Maddocks – Cllr. Gilson 



volunteered.


*
Crime figures comparing last 2 years – down on everything.


2.2
Councillor’s Surgeries raised the following concerns:-



*
Helsby High School – issues with u-turns and parking in cycle lanes.  PCSO 


Maddocks confirmed that both were not offences although he had given out a 


number of warnings and tickets to persons parking in Bus Lay-Bys.



*
Graffiti – PCSO Maddocks to investigate.



PCSO Maddocks was thanked for his part in Helsby achieving the ‘Community 


Safety 
Award 2007’. 

Cllr. Gilson left the meeting.

3.
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: all councillors present.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:


*
Cllr. O’Neill declared a prejudicial interest in Item 17 as an Executive Committee 


Member of the Helsby Community Sports Club.


*
Cllr. Randles declared a prejudicial interest in Item 17 as Development Manager of 

the Helsby Community Sports Club.


*
Cllr. Porter declared a personal interest in Item 17 as a member of the Helsby 


Community Sports Club and Rugby Coach.


*
Cllr. Gardner declared a personal interest in Item 17 as he was assisting the Helsby 

Community Sports Club management with the club’s rebuilding programme.


*
Cllr. Holder declared a prejudicial interest in Item 22.1 Planning Application No. 07-

1760-LBC as neighbour to the applicant.


*
Cllr. Gilson (declared in his absence) a prejudicial interest in Item 6.1 and Item 22.1 

as a resident of Helsby Park Homes.

5.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 10 SEPT 07.  Proposed by Cllr. 
Williams, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby 
Parish Council meeting held on 10 Sept 07 be accepted as an accurate record and duly 
signed by the Chairman – PC220/07.

6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES


6.1
Helsby Park Homes – Council discussed message from the Head of Environmental 

Health and Housing Services confirming that the site complied with current 


standards – noted.  The Chairman noted that neither of the 2 Vale Royal Borough 


Councillors had attended the meeting to join in the discussion.  Cllr. Gardner 


expressed disappointment re the limited time given to respond to an amended 


planning application for the site.
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7.
MINUTES OF THE HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 24/09/07.

Cllr. Gardner presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-


7.1
One-day ‘Brushcutter & Strimmer Operator Course’.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, 


seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance 


with Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972, send the General 



Assistants on a 1-day ‘Brushcutter & Strimmer Operator Course’ organised by 

Kentra costing £350 – PC221/07.
As the Council could send up to a maximum of 

6 persons on the course it was proposed by Cllr. Bellairs, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill 

and RESOLVED – that any Councillors wishing to attend the ‘Strimmer 


Operator Course’, may do so (maximum 3 councillors) – PC222/07.

7.2
Health & Safety Policy.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and 

RESOLVED – that the Council accept the existing Health & Safety Policy in its 

entirety – PC223/07.


Cllr Gilson rejoined the meeting.

8.
MINUTES OF THE ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE MEETING HELD 24/09/07.


Cllr. O’Neill presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-


8.1
Installation of lighting on the Sandstone Bridge.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, 


seconded by Cllr. Porter and RESOLVED – to apply to ‘Awards for All’ for 


£4200 to part fund the installation of lighting on the Sandstone Bridge – 


PC224/07.


8.2
Village Centre Parking Issues.  Proposed by Cllr O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Porter 

and RESOLVED – that the Council let the current situation lie re village centre 

parking until the Local Government Review – PC225/07.


8.3
Christmas Lights.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Porter and 


RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Section 144 of the Local 

Government Act 1972, purchase 7 No. refurbished lights from Blachere costing 

£1115 excl VAT and to install Terminal Boxes at £300 excl VAT per point to 7 

No. Lighting Columns along Chester Road – PC226/07.  Cllr. Gilson won a 10% 

off voucher from Blachere that would be redeemed for the above order.

8.4
Good News for Iceland’s Whales.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. 


Porter and RESOLVED – that the Council write to the Prime Minister of 


Iceland applauding him on his decision to ban whaling – PC227/07.

9.
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 01 OCT 07.  Cllr. 
O’Neill presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-

9.1
Clerk’s invoice £550.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and 


RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the Local 


Government Act 1972, accept the Clerk’s invoice £550 for the period of 01 Oct 

06 to 30 Sept 07 for conducting the Council’s business from her home but 


future invoices should have more detail – PC228/07.

9.2
Laptop Computer.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and 


RESOLVED – that the Council apply to GrowHow UK Limited for assistance 

with the purchase/donation of a Laptop Computer for Helsby News staffs – 


PC229/07.


9.3
Insurance – Bus Shelters.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and 

RESOLVED – that the Council reduce the number of bus shelters, currently 


insured for 6, to 2 after the 2 shelters adjacent to the High School had been 


replaced at the end of Oct 07 – PC230/07.
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9.4
Website.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner and RESOLVED – 

that the Council defers the decision on whether to employ a company to create a 

Website for Helsby Parish Council until information is received from the 


delegates who attended the NALC Conference – PC231/07.


9.5
Lighting – Sandstone Bridge.  Proposed by Cllr. O’Neill, seconded by Cllr. Gardner 

and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 3 of the Parish 

Councils Act 1957, apply to ‘Awards for All’ for 50% of the capital costs = 


£4200 to install lighting to the Sandstone Bridge subject to the remaining costs 

of £4200 (plus £1470 VAT on the full project costs) being met by the Parish 


Council – PC232/07.
10.
BURIAL GRANTS: none.

11.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE.  Cllr. Williams invited members to form a team for the 
Quiz Night being held on 09 Nov 07 – duly noted.
12.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS


12.1
Standards Committee – Cllr. Thomas reported that he had been invited to stay on the 

committee for another 12 months – duly noted.

13.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS


13.1
Update of Local Government Re-organisation in Cheshire – duly noted.


13.2
‘Play your Part’ – seminars on topical themes.  Cllrs. Williams and O’Neill attending 

the event on 10 Oct on the Council’s behalf – duly noted.


13.3
Puffin Crossing adjacent to Hillside School.  Work planned for October Half-Term 

holidays – duly noted.


13.4
Cheshire Omnibus Survey 2007.  Cllr. O’Neill has been invited to respond to the 


consultation – duly noted.

14.
COUNCILLOR’S SURGERY.  Cllr. Porter reported items from the surgery held on 06 Oct 
that he and Cllrs. Holder and Foster attended.

*
Helsby Marsh – drainage issues.  Proposed by Cllr. Porter, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill 

and RESOLVED – that a map of Helsby Marshes be sent to Mr J Whitley who 

would mark areas with relevant detail to be passed back to the Parish Council – 

PC233/07.


*
Helsby High School – parking issues and u-turns (already covered in Item 2.2) 


agreed to write to Mr K Hinkley to respond to his concerns.


*
Block of concrete on land at the top of Crescent Drive.  Proposed by Cllr. Williams, 

seconded by Cllr. Thomas and RESOLVED – that Central Ward councillors 


contact Mr A Bathgate to discuss his concerns – PC234/07.

15.
HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP MATTERS:  Cllr O’Neill reported the following:-


15.1
Consultation period closes 30th October 07.


15.2
Helsby High School – meetings with Community Prefects to discuss matters 


pertaining to Helsby Station and Helsby Newsletter.

16.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MATTERS: Cllr. O’Neill reported on Helsby’s 
successes in the Community Pride Competition and that Hartford had won the ‘Best 
Newsletter’ category for the Vale Royal Area.
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Cllrs. Randles and O’Neill left the meeting for the following item.

17.
HELSBY COMMUNITY SPORTS CLUB MATTERS


17.1
Consultation Events to discuss the club’s rebuilding programme and financing of 


same.  The following items were discussed:-



*
Requirement of specifics to facilitate understanding of the club’s proposals 


i.e. drawing of proposed new clubhouse.



*
Council did not want to give the impression, at this stage, that they were 



favourable to financing a large loan.



*
If the Council were to donate a large sum of money that would be financed 


through the precept what advantages could be given to Helsby residents as 


the club would be open to all surrounding areas?



*
Discussed referendum.



*
Vale Royal BC owners of the building – councillors asked what financial 



package they were putting in.


*
Current clubhouse not fit for purpose.



*
Club arranged consultation events for 01 and 03 Nov 07.


Proposed by Cllr. Porter, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that the Council 
agree to the Public Consultation events on 01 & 03 Nov and on those days, 
representatives from the Parish Council would attend as observers and the Council 
would like the events to be called ‘Preliminary Meetings’ – PC235/07.

Cllrs. Randles and O’Neill rejoined the meeting.

18.
Vale Royal Borough Council Matters – already discussed in Item 12.
19.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS


19.1
NALC Conference.  The Chairman and Cllr. Thomas reported highlights on the 


recently held conference that he and Cllr. Gilson attended:-



*
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State – no elections.



*
Chief Executive of NALC – sectors under threat through lack of funding.



*
Parish Councils could be given new powers to act for the ‘well-being’ of 



residents.



*
Extended powers to pass local byelaws if Bill goes through.



*
Cllr. Gilson invited to London to attend a seminar on ‘How to encourage 



young people to become Parish Councillors’.



*
Policing and public safety.



*
Talk of devolving powers for licensing to local level.



*
Ashton Hayes – talk on Climate Change.


*
Funding for DEFRA and DCLG not putting anything aside for activities.  



NALC Council to come up with a policy.  Grant monies being pulled back.


19.2
AGM – Thursday, 18 Oct at Middlewich.  Cllrs. Hulse, Thomas, Randles and the 


Clerk 
attending.  Cllr. Thomas will be nominated to continue as Vice-President and 

Cllr. Hulse will be nominated as Vice-Chairman of ChALC.

20.
CORRESPONDENCE


20.1
Friends of Harmer’s Wood Trust – request for representative from Parish Council.  

Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that Cllr. 

Holder represent the Council on the ‘Friends of Harmer’s Wood Trust’ – 


PC236/07.
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21.
TRANSPORT MATTERS – Cllr. Thomas reported the following:-

*
Sunday Train Travel – until Mid-December, the rail service has laid on buses from 

Helsby Spice as there will no trains running on Sundays.


*
NCRUG – AGM at the Golden Lion, Frodsham.  Mr John Parry, developer of mini 

bus running on electric lines on short routes in the Midlands, will address the 


attendees.  It has been suggested running a similar service from Helsby to Ellesmere 

Port.


*
Halton Curve – consultation coming to fruition.

22.
PLANNING


22.1
The Chairman summarised the Council’s responses (written in italics) to the 


following new planning applications:-


07-1760-LBC
5 Rose Farm

Formation of Juilette balcony to living room on north







east elevation.  Formation of rear door from dwelling.







Widen and extend opening to rear bedroom to provide







French doors. No objections

07-2462-FUL
20 Holly Court
Single storey side extension and two storey rear







extension. Objections – considered to be over-






development of site.


07-2104-ADV
8 Britannia Road
Shop sign and projecting sign.  Objections – 






considered being too bright for the existing street 






scene.

4/07/2522/FZ5Helsby High School
Remodelling and extensions – no objections.

07-2522-FZ5  Helsby High School
New 2 storey extension and single storey extension.







No objections.


07-2604-FUL 33 Linden Drive
Conservatory to rear – no objectons.


07-2171-FUL
Helsby Park Homes
Proposed new entrance gates and wall to site (main







entrance) – amended plans.  Objections – gates 






considered to be unnecessary.


22.2
The Council noted the following decisions received from the Planning Authority:-


07-1907-FUL
6 Robin Hood Lane


Grant of full planning permission


07-2044-FUL
21 Landscape Dene


same


07-2066-ADV
Helsby Quarry Woodland Park
Grant of advertisement consent


22.3
Meeting with the Head of Planning and Building Control.  The Council asked that 

the following issues be addressed at the meeting – to be arranged.


*
Enforcement Office – time taken to remove signs on Railway Inn Car Park.


*
Planning Department not giving reasons why a planning application has been 


passed when the Parish Council had sent in their objections.


*
111 Chester Road – issues related to parking, trees and entrance.



*
3 Primrose Lane – reason why Planning Dept. passed plans when the Parish 


Council objected strongly to the development.



*
Issues relating to the Car Park on Helsby Park Homes.


*
Illegality of RT5 designation on private land e.g. Helsby Cemetery 




Allotments.



*
Section 106 money – how designated.
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22.4
07-2303-COU Helsby Cemetery Extension - invitation to Planning Meeting 16 Oct 

at Wyvern House.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and 


RESOLVED – that Cllr. Gilson attend the Planning Meeting at Wyvern House 

on 16 Oct 07 to keep a watching brief as the plans for the Cemetery Extension 

will be discussed – PC237/07.
23.
ACCOUNTS


23.1
Request for retrospective permission for the following expenditure:-



*
£100 Royal British Legion.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. 



Kerry and RESOLVED 1 – that the Council, in accordance with the 



Local Government Act 1972, s 111, approve retrospective purchase of a 


Civic Poppy Wreath – PC238/07. 2. that the Council, in accordance with 


its powers under Section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972, should 


incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in 


the interest of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a 



manner commensurate with the expenditure to donate the sum of £50 to 


the Poppy Appeal – PC239/07.




*
£49.75 Peter Quick.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr Kerry and 


RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of the 



Local Government Act 1972, approve retrospective payment of £49.75 to 


Peter Quick for purchase of 5 No. Silver Presentation Cups – PC240/07.


*
£147.58 Viking Direct.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Kerry 


and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 111 of 


the Local Government Act 1972, approve the retrospective purchase of 


stationery from Viking Direct costing £147.58 – PC241/07.


23.2
Bank Reconciliation.  The Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding 

bank statements and confirmed that they were correct.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, 

seconded by Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Bank Reconciliation sheet 

detailing monies held in balances totalling £53,581.20 as at 08 Oct 07, be 


accepted as accurate with all bank statements being initialled by the Chairman 

– PC242/07.

23.3
Payments for September/early October 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Gardner, seconded by 

Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with budget 


provision, approved the following payments totalling £4,938.90 for 



September/early October 07 – PC243/07.

To whom paid

Particulars of Payment



Amount £


Royal British Legion

£50 purchase of Poppy Wreath + £50 donation
  100.00

Peter Quick


Purchase of 5 No. Silver Presentation Cups

    49.75

Employees


September 07 – salaries



1,745.22

HM Revenue & Customs
Tax & NI for September 07



   465.36

ChALC


Training – course fees




     40.00

Viking Direct


Stationery order




   147.58

Post Office Limited

Electricity bill – Helsby Community Centre

   287.30

Soft Surfaces Limited

Purchase of resin for repairing surface

     21.15

VRBC



Installation of 2 No. Fingerpost Signs

   199.75

Post Office Limited

BT phone – Helsby Community Centre

     53.16

Post Office Limited

BT phone – Parish Council



   127.17
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VRBC



Bin emptying – Cemetery



   134.42

W H Evans


Print costs – Autumn Helsby Newsletter

   367.00

Mrs Jeanette Hughes

Purchase of stamps £26.40 + Certificates £29.38
     55.78

Mrs Jeanette Hughes

Fees for use of Clerk’s home 01/10/06 – 30/09/07
   550.00

Mr Terry O’Neill

Travel expenses




     79.05

Mr Mark Gilson

NALC expenses = £26 Cattery + £4 Toll

     30.00

Mr Stuart Hulse

Expenses as follows:-





Travel expenses – course Winsford £15.81

)





Travel expenses – NALC Bournemouth £130.00
)





Hotel bill for NALC Conference for


)





2 No. delegates £340.40



)  486.21

TOTAL: 
£4,938.90

24.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING: Monday, 12 November 07 at 19:00 hours in Helsby 
Library.
25.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC.  Proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by 
Cllr. O’Neill and RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting 
for the following item on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt 
information as defined in Paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 12 of Schedule 12a of the Local 
Government Act 1972 – PC244/07.

PART B

26.
CONFIDENTIAL ITEM


26.1
Clerk’s new ‘Contract of Employment’ – agreed with immediate effect.

26.2
Clerk’s staff appraisal – both parties satisfied with work ethic.


26.3
Clerk’s holidays – agreed to be increased by an extra 5 days per annum effective 

from 01 April 07 as the Clerk had completed 5 years of continuous service on 



22 Aug 07.


26.4
Clerk’s pay award for period from 01 April 07 – still pending.


26.5
Gratuity – proposed by Cllr. Thomas, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – 

to formally approve a gratuity figure for the Clerk at the next meeting of the 


Finance Committee – PC245/07.
The meeting closed at 21:02 hours.

Chairman’s signature……………………………………….. Date…………………………………
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