HELSBY PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON 16 APRIL 07 AT 19:28 HOURS IN HELSBY LIBRARY

PRESENT

Cllr. Terry O’Neill – Chairman
Cllr. Stuart Hulse – Vice-Chair  
Cllr. Mike Bellairs
Cllr. Sylvia Crossley-Jones

Cllr. Bill Foster


Cllr. Mark Gilson

Cllr. Patricia Holder


Cllr. Sam Johnson


Cllr. John Kerry

Cllr. George Porter


Cllr. George Randles

Cllr. Betty Williams

IN ATTENDANCE

Vale Royal Borough Councillor Mr Les Ford

WPC Donna Beswick – Local Constabulary

Ms. Sam Parker – Chester Chronicle Reporter

1.
PUBLIC AIR TIME.  Proposed by Cllr. Bellairs, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the meeting be suspended for public participation – PC76/07.

Cllr. Ford reported that the Rural Development Fund had a small amount left and that the Helsby Community Sports Club should send in an application.


Castle Park Trust had obtained a large grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.  Work to improve the grounds would begin soon and would be ongoing for 3-4 years.

The Chairman thanked Cllr. Ford for the information.


Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that Public Air Time be closed and the meeting reconvened – PC77/07.

2.
POLICE MATTERS


2.1
WPC Beswick reported the following:-



*
Homewatch making good progress.  



*
Traffic initiative – couple of tickets issued for obstruction parking.

*
District Garage – tickets issued on cars with no tax, parked on the highway.  Constabulary liaising with the Borough Council re cars for sale on the highway.

*
Police Surgeries – regular and steady increase in persons attending.

*
Meeting arranged for 5th May with Constabulary, representative from the Helsby Community Sports Club and local children to obtain their views.
*
Friday night in Helsby – 2 arrests.  Both juvenile males from Runcorn selling knives from the back of their car - arrested and locked-up.

* 
Alcohol seized – mainly from Runcorn gang coming in on the train.

*
Preceding weekend – 2 cars deliberately damaged outside Helsby Spice.  
*
Inspector Hodgson arranging extra resources for forthcoming weekend as a deterrent measure to prevent youths entering the village from outside the area.
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Councillors asked WPC Beswick to address the following issues:-

*
Problems with youths accessing Sherwood Court – critical register activated to deal with issues promptly.  Building soon to be demolished.

*
Youths causing damage to properties to the rear of Balmoral Drive.  Regular occurrence on Friday nights.
The Chairman thanked WPC Beswick for her report
2.2
Vale Royal Police Forums 2007/08.  Confirmation received that the January 08 Forum would be held in Northwich.  Cheshire County Councillor Gretta Cousins was pursuing more forums for the Frodsham Area.

2.3
Next Police Forum would take place on Wednesday, 25 April 07 at 19:00 hours in Winsford Civic Hall – duly noted.

2.4
Community Safety Action Group – the Chairman reported the following item:-

*
Update on progress with the Helsby Station Project.  An overview had been sent to Ms Anne Boyd at Frodsham Forward who would help write the Business Plan.  Railtrack seemed favourable to install a Ticket Machine.  The Chairman and Vice-Chairman, of the Helsby Parish Council, would arrange to visit  Gabowen Station. 

*
Sherwood Court issues – Steve Newsom progressing this with CCC Gretta Cousins.

3.
APOLOGIES – received and accepted from Cllr. Frank Thomas, Cllr. Alan Gardner, Cllr. Barbara Atkinson and Cheshire County Councillor Gretta Cousins.

4.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST- none.

5.
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING HELD ON 12 MARCH 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the minutes of the Helsby Parish Council meeting held on 12 March 07, be accepted as accurate and signed by the Chairman – PC78/06.
6.
MATTERS ARISING FROM THE PREVIOUS MINUTES

6.1
Village Centre Parking – Traffic Engineering (CCC) had evidence that the root of the problem was being caused by the M56 road works with commuters favouring train travel and parking their vehicles, all day, in Helsby.  The roadwork finished at Easter and, once traffic had settled down, Engineering would re-assess the situation.  Parish Council was not convinced by the explanation but were willing to co-operate.

6.2
Exit of Village Shops – still waiting to hear if Frodsham Forward BID Manager could assist.  It was reported that the 2 village centre shops had been sold although no confirmation had been received relating to the purchasers or what the units would be used for.

6.3
Fingerpost signs – on order.
6.4
Co-op Guaranteed Investment Deposit Account £25K – new account still being validated.

6.5
Railway Inn – illuminated signage.  With Legal Department who were hoping to issue the necessary notice soonest.

6.6
Cash Machine at the Co-op removed.  Not yet known if permanent.  
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7.
MINUTES OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 26 MARCH 07.

Cllr. Randles presented the minutes that included the following recommendations:-

7.1
Review of Financial Regulations – proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the following amendment to the Financial Regulations be approved:-


Page 5, INCOME, Item 9.7


The RFO shall complete any VAT Return that is required.  Any repayment claim due in accordance with VAT Act 1994, s. 33 shall be made as seen fit by the Council – PC79/06.  The Parish Council Chairman signed the document.
7.2
Review of Risk Assessment.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that the Council approved the existing Risk Assessment in its entirety – PC80/07.  The Parish Council Chairman signed the document.
7.3
Review of schemes identified in the 5-Year Capital Programme.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – to add the Cemetery extension and creation of a Wildlife Garden to the 5-Year Capital Programme – PC81/07.

7.4
Railcards/Buss passes for the over 60’s.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Crossley-Jones and RESOLVED – to seek clarification from the Borough Council on the issuing of Railcards as Bus Passes were now issued as a statutory right to the over 60’s – PC82/07.
7.5
Review of Insurance Schedule.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Bellairs and RESOLVED

1.  
That the following be removed from the Insurance Schedule:-




Garage located in the Cemetery






5 No. Grit Bins






Youth Shelter






10 No. Planters

2.  
That Cllr. Gilson evaluates all the maintenance equipment to ensure accurate cost for insurance purposes. 

3.
To check if the policy is ‘New for Old’ 

PC83/07.

8.
BURIAL GRANT.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Williams and RESOLVED – that approval be given to Mr Robert Rimmer of 5 Sandringham Avenue for a Burial Grant pertaining to Plot 7 East Pink in Helsby Public Cemetery – PC84/07.

9.
HELSBY COMMUNITY CENTRE

9.1
Installation of Cameras.  Council discussed the request received from the Community Association for the purchase of cameras, plus associated works, with a total outlay of £1,600 plus VAT.   Proposed by Cllr. Kerry, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government and Rating Act 1997, s. 31,   agree to purchase 2 No. Camera’s (plus associated works) to be installed in the foyer and main hall of Helsby Community Centre with a total outlay of £1,600 plus VAT – PC85/07.  Council to purchase items in the normal way and then would invoice the Community Association for the goods minus VAT.
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As a rider to the aforementioned request, the Community Association asked the Council for a donation towards the costs.  After careful consideration, the Council was not able to grant money at this time.

9.2
AON (Insurers for the Community Centre) had confirmed that the Council could not insure the flooring as it was classed as a fixture.  It was agreed that this matter be delegated to the Finance Committee for further discussion. 

9.3
Cheshire Rural Touring Network event – it was noted that the bar ran short of wine glasses.

10.
VALE ROYAL BOROUGH COUNCIL MATTERS
10.1
Parish Council Elections – 03 May 07.  ‘Notice of Uncontested Election’ had been received for Helsby Parish.  All 5 seats in each of the 3 Wards had been filled by existing Parish Councillors whose term of office would expire 4 day after 03 May 07.  New Parish Councillors would officially take up office on 08 May 07.

10.2
Bus Pass/Railcard.  It was agreed to seek guidance from ChALC as to the discretionary ability governing the issuing of Railcards to persons who already owned a Bus Pass.
11.
CHESHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL MATTERS

11.1
Local Government Review in Cheshire – recommendation of a single strategic authority that would keep Cheshire together, with greater powers for Town and Parish Councils at local level.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Williams and RESOLVED – to arrange an informal information gathering session with County Council representatives to talk to the Parish Council re the Local Government Review in Cheshire – PC86/07.  Clerk to arrange meeting before 24th May 07.  
11.2
Local Councils ‘Joint Cluster Event’ – Monday, 23 April at 18:30 hours at Kingsley Community Centre.  Cllrs. O’Neill, Hulse, Thomas, Bellairs, Gilson, Kerry, Crossley-Jones and the Clerk attending.
12.
CHESHIRE COMMUNITY COUNCIL MATTERS

12.1
Action Plan Learning Sessions - Cllrs. O’Neill and Hulse attended.  Cllr. O’Neill reported that he had been invited to attend the Carnegie Trust Project ‘Pathways of Influence with Partner Agencies’ and would report interesting items to the Council.
13.
CHESHIRE ASSOCIATION OF LOCAL COUNCILS

13.1
Quality Forum – 21 March 07.  Cllr. Hulse reported the following:-



*
Cllr. Hulse nominated at Chairman for the ensuing municipal year.

*
Fourteen Councils now with Quality Status in Cheshire.  Discussion on how they wanted the QF to run.
*
Devolution of powers re Unitaries and the roles that Quality Councils could take on.

13.2
Annual Subscription due - £818.72.  Proposed by Cllr Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Williams and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, s.143, approve payment of £818.72 Annual Subscription charge for membership of the Cheshire Association of Local Councils – PC87/07. 
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13.3
Local Council Review – annual subscription of quarterly magazine costing £14.00.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED – that the Council in accordance with the Local Government Act 1972, s. 111 approve payment of £14.00 for annual subscription of the Local Council Review quarterly magazine  - PC88/07.

13.4
Funding Day 10th May 07 at Winsford Civic Hall.  Cllrs. O’Neill, Randles and the Clerk attending.  The Association were running a stall to recruit members and had asked that representatives from Quality Councils assist them.  Cllr. O’Neill and the Clerk agreed.
14.
HELSBY VILLAGE ACTION GROUP.  Cllr. O’Neill reported the following progress:-


*
Group now entering into the re-consultation stage with Bron Kerrigan advising.

*
Group would complete application for £250 funding from CCC for identified plan implementations.

*
Re-consultation event for Helsby residents organised for Thurdsay, 19th July 7-9pm and Saturday, 21st July 2-5pm.  Both events would take place in the Main Hall at Helsby Community Centre.  Councillors were urged to attend.

15.
CORRESPONDENCE

15.1
Neuro Muscular Centre – invitation to Open Day on Thursday, 21 June 07 – duly noted.

15.2
Mr Mike Hall MP – confirming opposition to INEOS Chlor’s proposal to build an incineration plant at Weston Point – duly noted.

15.3
Zurich Municipal – Annual Seminar to take place at Winsford Civic Hall on 28 June 07.  The Council agreed to defer a decision to the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council next month.

16.
TRANSPORT MATTERS – none.

17.
PLANNING

17.1
Council’s comments (in italics) were sent in for the following new planning applications:-
07-0634-COU
Meadow Farm
Change of use of disused barn from 




Lower Rake Lane
agriculture to storage of building

No objections


07-0670-FUL

75 Old Chester Rd
Single storey extension to side and first floor








extension over garage.








No objections


07-0737-FUL

The Old Stables
New door opening to north elevation and





The Paddock

construction of storm porch.








No objections


07-0705-COU
111 Chester Road
Extension and conversion of existing house








into 8 No. self contained flats.








Objection – over development.


07-0638-FUL

8 Lodge Hollow
Two storey rear extension








No objections


07-0703-COU
Helsby Methodist
Change of use of land to play area including





Church

excavating land, installing safety surface,








fencing and gates.








No objections


07-0767-FUL

Ambleside

Garage to side of dwelling





Vicarage Lane
No. objections
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17.2
The following decisions received from the Planning Authority were duly noted:-


07-0183-FUL

108 Robin Hood Lane


Approved


07-0300-FUL

Persimmon (relocation of bin store)
Approved


07-0324-FUL

29 Latham Avenue



Approved


07-0393-FUL

16 Windsor Drive



Approved


07-0400-COU
Land North of Helsby Park Homes
Approved

17.3
Joint Merseyside Waste Development Plan Document – issues and options report for public consultation.  Cllr. Porter kindly agreed to read through the document and respond on the Council’s behalf.

17.4
Proposed King Street Gas Storage Development – Northwich.  Proposed pipeline, containing water/brine, to run through Helsby.  Agreed to respond when pipeline route confirmed.
18.
ACCOUNTS

18.1
Receipts and Payments Account for Financial Year Ending 31st March 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the Receipts and Payments Account for Financial Year Ending 31st March 07, be accepted as accurate and duly signed by the Chairman – PC89/07.

18.2
Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society – Annual Subscription due £8 for 2007/08.  Proposed by Cllr. Williams, seconded by Cllr. Hulse and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with Section 143 of the Local Government Act 1972, approve payment of £8.00 to Mid-Cheshire Footpath Society for Annual Membership – PC90/07.

18.3
Bank Reconciliation.  The Chairman checked the figures against the corresponding bank statements.  Proposed by Cllr. Randles, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that the bank reconciliation sheet detailing monies held in balances £35,802.02 as at 31st March 07 be accepted as accurate with bank statements initialled by the Chairman – PC91/07.
18.4
Payments for March 07.  Proposed by Cllr. Johnson, seconded by Cllr. Kerry and RESOLVED – that retrospective permission be granted for the payment of £424.29 to AON Limited for the insurance premium covering Helsby Community Centre – PC92/07.


Proposed by Cllr. Kerry, seconded by Cllr. Randles and RESOLVED – that the Council, in accordance with budget provision, approved the following payments totalling £9,107.67 for March 07 – PC93/07.

To whom paid

Particulars of payment



Amount £

Helsby High School

Section 137 donation to Basketball Team Trip
   500.00

Employees


March 07 salaries




1,508.62

Ches. Community Council
Annual subs





     66.00

Post Office Limited

Electricity bill for the Community Centre

   408.07


Ches. County Council
Bus shelters – annual maintenance charge
1,175.00


VR Borough Council
Purchase of trees




     25.31


VR Borough Council
Play inspection charges 2006/07


   352.50


Inland Revenue

Tax & NI payment for March 07


   434.52


Post Office Limited

BT phone – Community Centre


     48.68
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Post Office Limited

BT phone – Clerk




   108.37

Mr Stuart Hulse

Travel expenses




     38.99


AON Limited


Insurance for Helsby Community Centre

   424.29


Mrs Jeanette Hughes
Postage £58.60 and refreshments £22.87
     81.47


ChALC


Course fees





     60.00


Robert Action Prod. Dev.
Litter Pliers for new General Assistant

     32.90


W H Evans of Chester
Print costs – Helsby Newsletter


   348.00


Groundwork Cheshire
Balance of fees owing for feasibility study
3,367.55

ARCO Limited

PPE for new General Assistant


     97.40

Helsby Health Centre
Medical fees for new General Assistant

     30.00

TOTAL:
£9,107.67

19.
DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING – the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council.  Monday, 14 May 07 at 19:00 hours in Helsby Library.
20.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC.  Proposed by Cllr. Hulse, seconded by Cllr. Bellairs and RESOLVED – that the press and public be excluded from the meeting for the following item on the grounds that it involves the likely disclosure of exempt information as defined in Paragraphs 7, 8, 9 and 12 of Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 – PC94/07.

PART B

21.
CONFIDENTIAL ITEM

A.
Cemetery Extension.  Council discussed a quotation received from a local company to draw up plans for the proposed ‘Change of Use’.  Proposed by Cllr. Gilson, seconded by Cllr. Johnson and RESOLVED


1.
To obtain 2 further quotations.

2.
To seek clarification from the Development Plan Manager on whether another Slow Worm Survey was required.

PC95/07.

The meeting closed at 20:51 hours.
Chairman’s signature …………………………………….  Date ………………………………..
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